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ERRATA. 

Page 4, line 22, for ** or " read " on." 
Page 8, line 13, for " candlemet " read " candlenut." 
Page 18, line 8, for *^ the marts " read ** mats." 
Page 19, line 21, for " Rears " read " Rev's." 
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by Mr. A. B. Steinber^rer, appointed in March of 1873 special agent of 
this Government to visit and report upon those islands. 

HAMILTON FISH. 
The President. 



REPORT ON SAMOA OR NAVIGATOR'S ISLANDS. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Fish, 

At Sea, 
South Latitude 13o 10', Longitude West 168° 20'. 

Stb: Pursuant to instructions from the Department of March 29, 1873, 
I have the honor to report : 

That I sailed from San Prancisco June 29, on the chartered pilot-boat 
Fanny, a schooner of forty-three tons — new measurement — for Samoa or 
Navigator's Islands. The care necessary in selecting a proper vessel 
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To the Senate and Souse of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith to the Senate and Hoase of Eepresentatives a 
commonication from the Secretary of State, and the report by which it 
is accompanied upon Samoa oi;the Navigator's Islands. 

U. S. GRANT. 

Washington, April 21, 1874. . 



Department of State, 
Washington^ April 21, 1874. 

The Secretary of State has the honor to lay before the President a 
report upon Samoa or the Navigator's Islands, made to this Department 
by Mr. A. B. Steinberger, appointed in March of 1873 special agent of 
this Government to visit and report ui^on those islands. 

HAMILTON FISH. 

The President. 



REPORT ON SAMOA OR NAVIGATOR'S ISLANDS. 

Mr. Steinherger to Mr. Fish. 

At Sea 
South Latitude 13° 10', Longitude West 168o 20'. 

Sir: Pursuant to instructions from the Department of March 29, 1873, , 
I have the honor to report : 

That 1 sailed from San Francisco June 29, on the chartered pilot-boat 
Fanny, a schooner of forty-three tons — new measurement — for Samoa or 
Navigator's Islands. The care necessary in selecting a proper vesfsel 
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for such a journey and its adaptability for the prosecution of my duties 
\rheii at the islands, and also the adequate fitting out of the same, must 
be my apology for delay before sailing. 

All the measures of prudence employed have been justified by subse- 
quent experience. Besides the crew I was accompanied only by a 
practical artist, who also acted as secretary. En route I touched at 
Honolulu, where I learned that the San Francisco newspapers had pre- 
ceded me. Hence I took immediate occasion to assure His Majesty, 
King Lunalilo, that I was in no wise accredited to his government, and 
that news-vendors in this, as in many other cases, were irresponsible 
agitators. 

Not unmindful of your oral suggestion that I might be " an observer,^' 
I accepted an invitation to visit Pearl River Harbor, and, homeward- 
bound, again touched at Honolulu, and, while awaiting repairs to ves- 
sel, availed myself of the oportnnity to visit sugar-estates, and learn 
something of the Hawaiian Islands. Such estimates as I have formed 
of this group have been based upon personal observation uninfluenced 
by possible surroundings. 

The information obtained is subject to a call from the Department 
for special report. 

On the 6th day of August sighted Manua, the easternmost island of 
the Samoan group, the center of the island being in south latitude 14^ 
17', west longitude 169° 26'. There being no harbor in Manua, and 
wishing to reserve an exploration of the island until a later day, I sailed 
for Tutuila, an'd, on the 17th day of August, at 8 o'clock a. m., anchored 
in the harbor of Pago Pago, inside of Swimming Point and abreast the 
village of Faga-to-no, in fourteen fathoms water, about a stone's throw 
from the beach ; south latitude 14P 18', west longitude 170° 40'. 

In locating places, I give specific points in harbors or anchorages, 
which will account for trifling variations from charts, Wilkes being- 
marvelously correct in his astronomical observations and hydrographic 
surveys of this group. 

I shall ignore the term "Navigator's," as the word is unknown to these 
islanders, they being a people of themselves, with a history, language, 
and traditions eminently Samoan. 

The Samoan group consists of nine inhabited islands, viz : Manua, 
Oloosinga, Ofoo, Anuu, Tutuila, Upolu, Manono, Apolima, and Savaii. 
There are four islets stretching beyond the reef upon the eastern end 
of Upolu: Kuulua, Kutali, Taputapu, and l^amoa; also an isolated islet 
between Manono and Apolima, called Niulapo. Neither of these islets 
is what is termed a coral-island. Though separated from the larger 
ones by shoals and coral-reefs, yet they are all of the same formation 
and physical structure as the main-land. The entire group north and 
south is between 13° 27' and 14° 18' south latitude, and extends from 
1690 28' west longitude to 172° 48' west longitude. 

The water-spaces between the islands are free from shoals or outlying 
reefs, while the island headlands are certain guides to the navigator. 
Strong currents frequently set through the channels and. beating to j 
windward, especially with square-rigged vessels, lengthen the passage ^ 
between the islands. 

The prevailing winds are southeast trades, which are more uniform 
than the northeast trades, at times strong, but seldom approaching a ^ 
gale. The entire group is of volcanic formation, but everywhere gives u, 
evidence of great antiquity, though in 1866 a great column of fire burst ^ 
forth from the ocean, between Manua and Oloosinga, and rose like a ^ 
pillar to the height of a thousand or more feet, continuing for a period 
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of two weeks, and then subsided. And now it is difificalt to get sound- 
ings over the mme place. This is certainly an anomaly in the history 
of Samoa. Although extinct volcanoes are found upon all the islands, 
yet no account of their eruptions is found in native history or tradition. 

The islands seem to have been lifted from the ocean-bed by a mighty 
convulsion — a subterranean upheaval previous to the earth's crusts be- 
ing broken. 

On the island of Upolu I found masses of coral in the water-courses 
an^ imbedded in ancient cellular lava at 2,500 feet above sea-level, 
while marine shells may be found upon the plateaus and mountains 
throughout the group. 

Ifowhere upon the island have I found a possible indication of primi- 
tive formation or secondary rocks; the entire land-surface plainly show- 
ing the immense Hqw of lava subsequent to upheaval. 

On the western shore of the bay of Pago Pago, at the base of Meta- 
fau, and also on the coast-line south of Tower Rock, are seen evidences 
of craters opening through stratified rock. Here I found whinstone 
dikes and breccia; the trap breccias washed by the ocean are exposed. 
This agglomeration of minerals is composed of sharp, angular, and fre- 
quently rounded fragments ; the whole mass iron-stained with perco- 
lating water of a chalybeate character, the vesicular lava slightly de- 
composed. 

In the trap formation I have failed to find feldspar or hornblende, the 
latter giving place to augite, and the entire group being now properly 
composed of lamella or augitic basalt ; the entire absence of alkalies 
or the Zeolite family suggesting a reason for the non-decomposition of 
the lava as found in the Hawaiian and other volcanic islands in the Pa- 
cific. 

Red earth, in fields or layers such as cover large tracts in the Society 
Islands, is not found in Samoa, except a species of red ocher in small 
quantities near Lufilufi on the north side of Upolu. This is used by 
the natives for painting their common cloth, "siapo.'' The evidence of 
the most recent volcanoes I found on the north coast of Savaii, between 
Matautu and Asan, where the trap breccias are piled up several hundred 
feet ; the northern wall of the crater broken through and the lava in 
folds stretching down the ravines. Here the seams and folds seem to show 
recent cooling and are scarcely worn by the elements. The vegetation 
within the crater is meager and stunted. 

In the district Aana, western portion of Upolu, is tlie mountain of 
Sufua ; an extinct volcano 2,500 feet high. The crater is about 600 
feet deep ; the circular rim of the cone perfect in its uniformity ; the 
inner walls gently sloping and lined with vegetation ; the floor about 
<i00 acres, level, and covered with a magnificent growth of timber, in 
fact a forest of stately trees. 

Upon the southeast point of Savaii is a headland 700 feet high, called 
by the natives Aganoa. This, also, is an extinct crater, the inner walls 
nearly perpendicular; the descent for 700 feet is over ragged and jutting 
masses of lava, and is extremely difl&cult ; beyond this and far below the 
ocean's level tlie walls are a sheer descent. I regret that I had not the 
appliances for further explorations. 

The highest mountains in each of the islands are conical or spire- 
shaped. Where all evidences of craters have been destroyed by time 
and the action of the elements, upon such mountains are found 
ancient vesicular lava and amygdaloids, the olivine often disintegrated 
and found in the watercourses. Lava, in stratification or folds, is gener- 
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ally distribnted over the islands, often presenting a granular appear- 
ance. ' 

At Apia 1 was told of an ancient work built of "cnitstone," about 
one day's journey in the mountains. I visited it with native guides and 
found stone pillars and slabs for flooring, the whole forming a circle. 
The uniformity in the size of the stones, and their smoothness, certainly 
looked like the stone-cutter's work. These ruins were in a dense forest 
with a heavy growth of underbrush. Penetrating this, I found under 
an overhanging cliff a quarry of laminated lava, granular in appear- 
ance and of tine texture. This discovery furnished an immediate solu- 
tion of the "cut-stone" problem. But by whom and when this struc- 
ture was erected, and for what purposes, whether this island ever had 
an age analogous to that of the Druids, or that of Central Mexico at the 
time of the Spanish conquest, I leave to the conjecture of others, since 
the inhabitants have no traces of history or tradition which throw any 
light on the subject. 

The line of the mountains follows the general course of the islands, k 
e,, from east to west, the south side generally precipitous, forming a rough 
and broken sea-front with few harbors or secure anchorages upon the 
south or weather side of the islands, though there are indentations in the 
coast-line where the inner waters are protected by a coral-reef stretching 
across the opening, such as Satupaitea or Savaii, and Faliolili on 
Upolu. With such exceptions the south coast is '* iron-bound," the 
lava forming a level and naked plateau between the hills and the sea. 

Here the great swell of the ocean breaks continually with deafening roan 
These lava sea-walls are from 20 to 50 feet above the sea-level, pierced 
in many places by caverns at the water-line, or beneath, having vertical 
openings upon the lava-flelds. Through these caverns the waters rush, 
and forcing their way through the inner perpendicular opening form a 
magnificent je^ cPeau. When the southeast winds blow strong and the 
ocean is heaving, the water-columns may be seen at a great distance 
from the land. 

This description of the south side of the mountain-chain applies 
equally well to the north side of the island of Tutuila. Excepting about 
one-third of the inland, west end, the mountains rise precipitously from 
the ocean upon either side, to a height of from 1,200 to 2,327 feet, height 
of Matafu, the tops pointed and the s:'des indurated and scarred. 

Upon Upolu and Savaii, after leaving the broken summits of the 
mountain-chain, the northern descent is gradual to the ocean, forming 
great plateaus, long stretches of gentle slopes, and broad valleys. 

Associated with the geological structure of these islands are the caves 
of Savaii. They seem hitherto to have attracted no attention, not even 
the missionaries having visited them. I entered one through a well-like 
opening, upon the level ground back of the village of Saleaula. This 
opening was caused by the arch of the cave breaking, the debris being 
piled upon the floor. The roof is a perfect arch, and quite as symmet- 
rical as the finest rail way- tunnel. 

Traversing this cave a distance of about a mile and a half toward the 
sepy I came to a cross-section, or passage, running at right angles, of 
the same size and physical structure. This opening I followed nearly a 
mile, finding a uniform level, with good air. I returned to the main 
cave, and followed it perhaps half a mile, when it branched ; continuing 
to the right another half mile I found the roof broken and further prog- 
ress checked, but discovered a small opening upward, sufficiently large 
for egress. I did not determine the full extent of these subterranean 
passages. I would not estimate the floor to be more than 20 feet above the 
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level of the ocean, while the roof is scarcely more than 10 feet in th'ck 
ness. This arterial system of caves is beneath a wide and level stretch 
of country very heavily timbered. I incline to the belief that they are 
conuectecl with the ocean, as in some places upon the floor the water 
was quit© salt. Like subterranean channels, no doubt, account for the 
fresh-water sprinp^s upon the beach in many places. In the bay of Sa- 
tupaitai is a great spring of fresh water, 50 feet from low-water mark, 
which boils like a huge caldron from the rocks beneath. Here the na- 
tives bathe in fresh water, though surrounded by the bri|ie of the ocean. 

In \the small island of Anuu is a mud lake likewise connected with the 
ocean, as it rises and falls regularly with the ocean-tides. A most in- 
teresting field is here opened for the researches of the geologist. A 
still more remarkable phenomenon is presented upon Quiros Island, 
northeast of Savaii two hundred and thirty mile4, a reef-island or atoll ; 
the circular reef low, scarce high enough to resist the waves during a 
northern gale. This reef surrounds a lagoon of fresh water, in which 
small vessels might anchor. It seems reasonable that the water-sheds 
of Samoa, by subterranean passages, supply this lagoon with fresh 
water : hence I have alluded to it. The southern or windward sides of 
the islands are rock-bound, and without coral-reefs, except in the es- 
tuaries and such places as I shall refer to in detailed description of each 
island. 

On no part of Manua, Anuu, or Tutuila are the coral-reefs extensive, 
^hile the whole northern coast of the larger islands of Upolu and Savaii 
have a sea-barrier of coral, at many points stretching two miles into the 
ocean, usually shelving downward toward the land, leaving inside 
water-courses, which channels are navigated by the native crafts, giving 
them eiisy and facile communication between the villages. The outer 
edge of the reef at low tide is often exposed ; seldom perpendicular, usu- 
ally inclining inward. Upon this reef the waves roll, and, breaking, 
comb over in successive cascades. 

The island of Manona, off the western end of Upolu, and distant two 
miles, is entirely surrounded by a coral reef. These reefs have many pas- 
sages or breaches opening into the bays. Many of these breaks are 
only boat-passages, while some are larger channels, such as md^ke the 
entrance to Apia and Fangaloa harbors in Upolu. 

The warm and equable climate, the moisture of the atmosphere, 
joined to a vigorous and prolific soil, have clothed these islands with a 
varied and luxuriant vegetation. 

Leaving the naked, scarred, and burned mountains of Hawaii and 
i^proaching the Samoan Islands, the contrast is certainly cheering. 
Eternal summer giv^es to the latter a perennial flora. From base to 
mountain-top is covered with verdure. Excepting the shore-line of lava 
before mentioned, and a lava-field of a few miles in area on the eastern 
end of Savaii, there is no space of bare or naked land in the entire 
group. The soil is a rich mold upon the slopes, and even upon the pre- 
cipitous mountain-sides, while the valleys and level tracts are a deep 
alluvial deposit of the same, the whole a decomposition of vegetable 
matter with only a slight proportion of decomposed lava ; this being im- 
pregnated with iron makes a vigorous tillable loam. So rapid is the 
growth and decay of vegetable matter, and so long has it been accumu- 
lating, that the interstices of broken lava upon abrupt declivities are 
filled with soil, which is again protected from heav}^ washes by trees and 
shrubbery. 

Upon a near approach to the islands the groves of cocoa-nut trees are 
«een lining the beach, with native villages nestling among them. Th^ 
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background of abrupt hills or long easy slopes is covered with a heavy 
growth of timber. Perhaps no islands in the Pacific have such prime- 
val forests, and snch a variety of valuable woods — tall and symmetri- 
cal trees with clear and uniform stems seldom found in groves of hard- 
wood 5 heavy timber-trees with umbrageous foliage, and groves of lighter, 
softer, but more perishable trees. 

TheTamanu, (Callophyllum inophyllum^) so often described by visitors 
to Tahiti, is a native also of Samoa. It is found upon all the islands 
of the group, but is most abundant upon the higher slopes of Upolu and 
Savaii. It is a heavy tree with spreading branches, the trunk often 4 
feet in diameter, the trees seldom growing together. 

The Fetau is perhaps the most valuable timber-tree in the group, not 
so large in the trunk as the Tamanuj but taller, much more abundant 
and accessible, the wood being of various shades of red, of fine texture 
and enduring polish. The Fau {Hibiscus taliaceus) is common to most 
islands of the Pacific ; here it is very abundant and more valuable to the 
natives than any other tree, except, perhaps, the cocoa-nut and bread- 
fruit. The wood is much used for canoes, but its value is in its fibrous^ 
inner bark, from which fishing-nets and fine lines are made, also a beau- 
tiful white mat with a soft nap, 6 or 7 inches in length, much resem- 
bling a fine dressed sheep-skin. The tensile strength of this fiber i» 
much greater than that of silk or hemp. 

The aao, banyan-tree, (Ficiis Indica^) is too well known to need a de- 
scription here. It is not abundant in Samoa, though perhaps as much bo 
as in the Indies, considering the area of the islands ; here it is the mon- 
arch of the forest, lifting its great leafy dome above the surrounding fo- 
liage. It may be seen from the coast, miles in the interior. 

The ifi, native chestnut, and the vi are both large trees, growing in 
abundance, taking second rank among the Samoan trees. Both are 
fruit-bearing. The vi, known in Tahiti as the Brazilian plum, bears- 
but once a year. The fruit, when ripe, is of a rich orange-color, 
as large as the largest peach. It is very nutritious, and in taste more 
nearly approaches the apple than does any other tropical fruit. The 
ifi, or chestnut, is particularly attractive from its graceful stem and 
buttresses which grow out from the trunk at the base. These remarka- 
ble buttresses surround the tree in perfect regularity, having very thin 
bark, and are sometimes six or eight feet high, gradually tapering from 
the tree to the earth. 

Accompanying document marked M, is a memorandum of the princi- 
pal trees of this group. They are n^imbered to correspond with pieces 
and sections of the trees which I have had carefully prepared and marked. 
The list is by no means complete, but accurate, as I have personally in- 
spected each tree from which the samples were taken. With a larger 
craft, I would have brought to the United States a section from the 
trunk of each. 

The ua, Chinese paper mulberry, is common to all the islands of the 
Pacific, very abundant in Samoa, so much so that the osiers or twigs 
are seldom regularly cultivated. The miniature thickets are found on 
all the lowlands. From the inner bark of the ua, is manufactured the 
native cloth, the " tapa" of most groups, " siapo" of Samoa. 

The paoga and tala are two varieties of pandanus^ small fibrous trees, 
from which the native coarse and finer sleeping-mats are made. 

The ulu, bread-fruit tree, (Artocarpus^) here flourishes in greatest vari- 
ety and luxuriance. In every village they are interspersed with the 
cocoa-nut, and surround each house, while every town has one or more 
proves in the interior. On the leeward end of Savaii, one can walk for 
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a mile or more at a time through nlu groves. The tree is not tall, but 
uniform and beautiful in shape, with wide-spreading branches and broad 
pinnated leaves, the entire foliage charming in its regularity. The fruit: 
is the staple article of food in Samoa. The heart of the tree is of a 
dusky-red color, strong, straight, and easily worked. From it the frames 
of the native houses are made, and, excepting for boat-building, it fur- 
nishes the lumber of the natives. 

The cocoa-nut {Gocos nucifera^) in Samoan nui^ needs no description.. 
Its wide range of usefulness cannot be exaggerated ; its almost inesti- 
mable value to the tropical islander of the Pacific is at once appreciated 
by a stranger among them. Upon the low coral islands it is food, drink, 
and clothing. In Samoa, besides being an article of export, of which 
I shall treat more in detail hereafter, it enters more or less into every 
branch of the primitive industry of the nation. From the husk of the 
nut sennit is plaited, with which their large canoes are sewed together, 
(in lieu of nails,) sheets, hawsers, and all cordage made, and the entire 
frame- work of houses, great and small, fastened with it ; the large shells^ 
in pairs, used tor water-vessels, which may be seen hanging upon the 
post of every house ; the water of the green nut drunk as a beverage, 
and often supplying the place of spring-water in some districts ; the 
broken shells used for fuel, and the dried leaves of the tree as torches, 
for night-fishing or land-traveling. The wood, however, is soft and de- 
cays quickly, except the heart, which is very small and was formerly 
used for spears ; it is hard, exceedingly rough, and is said to be very 
poisonous. In times of war the trees are cut and used as barricades, 
for war-canoes, and parapets to forts. The cocoa-nut generally grows 
on the beach, its roots often in the salt water, though extensive groves 
stretch far inland. In the smaller islands, where it feels the influence 
of the salt atmosphere, it grows high on the mountains and is found on 
Tutuila at a height of 1,500 feet. The tree, grown from the nut, bears 
in five, and attains full growth in seven years 5 the product is from forty 
to one hundred nuts to each tree. So extensive and unfailing is the 
growth of the nut-tree that it would be difficult to even approximate 
what might be the aggregate anniial product of the islands. 

The anauli, a tree of excellent hard wood, is a vegetable caustic, not 
less positive in its action than nitrate of silver ; its properties are well 
known to the natives, and fully attested by resident missionaries. I 
have samples among growing plants which I hope to preserve. 

Ava {Macropipu methy8ticum)isB, spreading shrub, growing in clusters 
from 6 to 10 teet in height. The stalks are deep green, in joints like 
bamboo or sugar-cane. The plant grows from a large bulbous root. Of 
late years the medicinal properties of the ava have come to be appre- 
ciated. It is a harmless and delightful soporific, properly administered. 
In most of the islands of the Pacific it is used as an intoxicating bev- 
erage, though in Samoa it is drunk only on special occasions — councils, 
entertaining of friends ; generally tendered as an evidence of esteem. 
I have not seen or known of a case of intoxication or stupefaction from 
its use in the islands. The liquor is prepared from the dried root by a 
disgusting process of mastication by young girls, and strained through 
cocoa-nut fibers into a large bowl hewn from the trunk of a tree, the 
inner side of which, /from constant use, attains a beautiful pigeon-blue 
color or enamel of high polish. The plant grows wild, thou'gh it is ex- 
tensively cultivated in many places. 

The native odoriferous shnibs and flowers of Samoa would not take 
high rank in botany either for multitude or variety, yet there are few 
people who pay greater tribute to floral nature than the Samoans, 
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Every scent-bearing plant and fragrant flower is brought into requisi- 
tion for wreaths, necklaces, and other adornments of the person. Native 
oil for the hair is scented with ififi flioflloa, alia oliin and other odor- 
iferous plants and flowers; while necklaces are made from taitaipo, 
luni, pupuiono, and the fi-nit of the oli tato. These are some of the 
indigenous flowering plants having no technical names. 

Lauinapapa and Laufassafasa are names of climbing ferns. Often 
these evergreen ferns climb to the tops of the highest trees, their rich 
green tassels pendant from the overhanging boughs, making a delight- 
ful wild- wood picture. I have been particularly impressed by the abun- 
dance and great variety of ferns in the mountains. 

The dye-stufi;s known and used by the natives are nuagu, red ocher. 
the yellow of tumeric, a lamp black prepared from the candlemet, and a 
brown solution of the scraped bark of the oa tree. 

The existence of other and valuable dye-stuffs in a country so prolific 
of precious woods cannot be doubted, the simple wants of the natives 
giving no stimalus in that direction. 

If fruit and vegetables are limited in variety this fact is amply com- 
pensated for by their abundance. So bounteous is nature, that every day 
is practically to the Samoan a holiday. The production of food and the 
support of a family can scarcely be termed labor, yet few aboriginal peo- 
ple live better. Bread-fruit hangs invitingly about every house ; it is 
their chiefest article of food. There are several varieties, and from them 
many dishes are prepared. The fruit is mostly baked in ovens and eaten 
with fish, yams, taro, and bananas. The statement, however, should 
not be withheld that the bread-fruit is not a nutritive food. The natives, 
though devoted to it, feel sensibly that the constant use of it is enervat- 
ing alike to mind and body. But the ease with which it is produced 
and the consequent exemption from much hard labor which it secures,, 
makes them disinclined to substitute for it the maize of the temperate 
zone, though Indian corn grows here in great luxuriance and is known 
by the natives to be more conducive to the development of mental and 
physical vigor than their favorite bread-fruit. There are eight distinct 
varieties of the yam, (Dioscoria alata) the Samoan ufi. It is indigenous, 
growing in the woods and high upon the mountains, where it attains its 
greatest size ; sometimes a single cluster of roots weighing eighty pounds. 
It is, however, the cultivated yam upon which the natives rely. Every 
family has its yam and taro patch. This vegetable is a poor substitute 
for the potato, possessing but little more than one-half the nutritive 
properties of the latter; but the ease of cultivation and the certainty of 
a crop make it common food for both foreigners and natives. 

Taro, taro, arum, is also indigenous, and of many varieties. In the 
Hawaiian Islands, where it is the staple article of food, it is raised in 
patches flooded with water ; its cultivation attended with hardships, 
and some years the crop is precarious. In Samoa the dry taro {Arum 
costotum) flourishes best. It is a rich, nutritious, and healthful food ; its 
growth and appearance not unlike the potato, but far more valuable as 
a vegetable food, containing as it does a large proportion of starch. 
Taro is highly esteemed by the whites, and no doubt will ever be their 
staplefoodon the islands. Very unlike the potato and the yam, it cannot 
be transported, as it is subject to decay in a few days. From the young, 
green tops of the taro the natives make a variety of very palatable 
dishes. 

Masoa (arrow root) is indigenous; it is found wild, but seldom culti- 
vated and rarely used. Great quantities might be raised by a little 
efibrt. 
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Tbe comrauu white or Irish potato has not proved a success. It grows 
strong and rapidly, but loses flavor. The seed luns out, or the bulb 
tarns to the sweet potato. Upon the mountains or high plateau, I have 
no doubt the potato would flourish quite as well as it does in Hawaii. 

The sweet potato is large, the crop certain, and the yield very good, 
but it lacks the richness and flavor of the same vegetable in our South- 
ern States. 

The plantain and the banana grow upon all the islands in great pro- 
fusion and variety. I have heard many native names for these fruits 5 
yet, upon investigation, found that they were the names of separate vari- 
eties, with very marked diiferences in the size, shape, and flavor, with 
also a difference in the size and character of the tree. In some districts 
there are regularly cultivated banana plantations. The wild banana is 
especially valuable for its fiber, much resembling hemp in texture. 

Oranges, lemons, and limes are very abundant, the latter in great 
variety and excellence. 

Guayas, mangoes, and citrons are touud in plenty. The citron-tree 
is justly praised for its beauty, its dark-green foliage shading the fruit, 
which hangs like great corrugated masses of gold. 

Filimatu and fagaio are native fruits not worthy of especial attention. 

The wild tumeric is ver^' generally distributed. It is used chiefly as 
a dye-stuff by the natives. The curry made from it is a very superior 
article, comparing favorably with the finest curry of the Indies. 

Cofl'ee is found wild, though not in sufficient quantities to ever justify 
the belief that it is a native of Samoa. The tree is of fair size, but the 
berry is small. No eflbrt has been made to cultivate it, though the 
high land is particularly favorable to its culture. Climate, soil, and 
especially the favorable topography of the country, unite to invite such 
an industry. 

Indigo grows profusely ; the stem is fine, and the whole plant rich in 
coloring-matter. It is not cultivated. 

The atone (nutmeg) is indigenous. There are several varieties, but 
those most common are worthless. I have seen but oiie variety, and 
that upon Savaii, which possessed the value of the Indian nutmeg, and 
this tree is sparsely scattered over the island. 

The mace is exceedingly fine and rich, the nut larger, but below the 
average flavor of the nut of commerce. Cultivation, no doubt, would 
improve it. 

There are two varieties of cotton growing on the island ; both species 
of seai:5land cotton,-one of much larger fiber than the other. It is not 
known by whom nor when it was first introduced ; it isnotcultivated, grow- 
ing as a weed, but in very limited quantities, upon the small island of Anuu. 
Southwest of Tutuila, I saw, perhaps, thirty acres in bloom. It is picked 
only when there is an opportunity to barter with a trader visiting the 
island. A very little is picked in the vicinity of Apia, on Upolu, and 
also on Savaii. The cotton is certainly of a fine quality, and not subject 
to the cotton-worm or insects. There are large tracts of country upon 
the island eminently adapted to the cultivation of cotton and indigo. 

Of the fauna of the islands little can be said. The Sariioan language 
furnishes a common term for beasts and birds — maiiu — which is a general 
prefix to special names of birds. 

A few wild dogs are found in the mountains. The dog, though wild, 
has not the appearance or habits of the wolf or fox, and has evidently 
come from the domestic animal brought by shipping to the islands. 

The pig fpuaoj is common to all the larger islands of the Pacific, and 
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very abundant in Samoa ; numbers are seen in every village ; they and 
fowls comprise the animal food of the natives. 

Wild hogs roam in herds through the forests. The researches of the 
missionaries, with the abundant testimony from history and tradition of 
the islanders, seem to prove that both the pig and common fowl are na- 
tive to the Pacific islands. The natives point with certainty to the ex- 
istence of them beyond the time of La P^rouse and Captain Cook, though 
it has generally been accepted that the pigs and fowl left by the latter 
were their original introduction. 

The chicken or common barn-yard fowl — tufnai moi — is qnite as abun- 
dant as in civilized and thickly-settled countries. The same bird is alsa 
wild in the forests in great numbers. While the field for the ornitholo- 
gist would not be extensive, yet he would be amply compensated for 
this fact in the peculiar habits and rare plumage of native birds. 

Some species unknown elsewhere, the dodo, {Diduaculus atrigostoris,) 
or, more properly, the " little dodo," the Manumea of Samoa, long sup- 
posed to be extinct, is found only in this group. It is a timid bird, 
lonely in its habits, exceedingly scarce in number, and only found in lonely 
and almost inaccessible parts of the mountains! The dodo was once 
considered sacred by the Samoans; at another time used as food for 
great chiefs. It is the ^^tooth-billed pigeon^ having three teeth upon 
either side of the lower mandible. I have brought a living specimen at 
considerable labor, care, and expense, the only caged bird upon the 
islands; also, a perfect specimen preserved in spirits, a subject for 
the taxidermist. 

For about two centuries past the few remains of this bird known to 
the scientific world as a foot or a head, together with some paintings 
made of it in the seventeenth century, have been preserved in European 
museums with great care, and have been regarded as of great value* 
Several scientific treatises upon it have been contributed to learned 
societies within the last fifty years, but so little has been known of it 
by naturalists that they have not been agreed as to what family it 
belonged, or what were its habits. 

Ornithologists will doubtless recognize in these specimens an ex- 
tremely valuable acquisition to science, and improve the opportunity 
now afiorded of making a thorough acquaintance with its peculiarities^ 
and of determining its proper classification. 

I feel a personal gratification in the fact that the United States will 
enjoy the honor of restoring this rare and remarkable bird to the atten- 
tion of the scientists of the world, and will have this new opportunity 
of evincing its interest in the promotion of scientific knowledge. 

The Manuma and Manutago are two varieties of cooing doves, of green, 
white, and golden plumage, with scarlet crests. 

The iiative pigeon, {lupi^) a trifle larger than our tame species, is very 
abundant. Many are tamed and carried upon sticks by native chiefs. 

The kingfisher is a small bird, of exceedingly beautiful plumage. 

The vampire bat, p^a, flying fox, [Fteropus ruficollis^) identical in ap- 
pearance with the Pterapm Edwardoii of Madagascar, is very abundant^ 
once considered sacred, and entered very largely into the structure of 
their reverential religion. It attains great size, often measuring 4 feet 
from tip to tip of wings. It is neither carnivorous nor insectivorous,, 
feeding, as it does, exclusively upon fruits. I have brought two live 
specimens with me, and have had abundant opportunity to determine 
this statement, notwithstanding the generally received opinions of natu* 
ralists to the contrary. 
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Waterfowl are scarcely worthy of mention. A few are found in the 
water-courses of eastern Savaii. 

There are no poisonous reptiles in the Samoan group, but there is a 
considerable variety of harmless snakes upon the islands of Savaii — 
white, red, green, black, and spotted. I saw the first reptiles in the 
islands at the village of Asou, in Savaii, and there learned of the '^crow- 
ing snake," {Vivimi gata.) It is the subject of native songs. The testi- 
mony of both whites and natives points directly to the fact that they 
have a snake which crotos like a cock, I did not see or hear one. The 
apparent physical impossibility of such an anomaly made me skeptical, 
but the unequivocal testimony of the missionaries to the existence of 
such a reptile seemed too strong to be rejected. 

It has long been supposed that snakes were not found in the Polyne- 
sian Islands ; that they belonged only to continents or islands contiguous 
to continents. Certainly, they are not found upon any island of the Pa- 
cific north of the British colonies, excepting Savaii. 

A conchologist associated with me would have had a most inviting 
field for study. The beaches, reefs, and estuaries of Samoa abound in 
beautiful shells and shell-fish of numerous varieties. The curious fish 
which sport among the coral present an almost endless variety of gor- 
geous hues, some of them possessing a metallic luster of marvelous 
richness, altogether affording a most amusing s^udy. 

Fishes used as food are also very abundant, though the variety is 
meager. They are the varieties common to southern seas, dolphin, bo- 
nito, and mullet being most abundant, the latter taken in the bays and 
lagoons in great quantities. Bonito-fishing is an amusement as well as 
an industry. Every prominent family owns its bonito-fishing canoe, 
(vcuialo.) The fish are taken in rough seas beyond the reefs, and the em- 
ployment gives fair opportunity for the exercise of great skill in the 
management of their boats by the fishermen. 

The climate of the Samoau group presents striking differences from 
most, if iiot all, the islands of the same latitude in the Pacific Ocean. 
After exertion its debilitating effect is plainly apparent to a foreigner in 
a mental and physical prostration, no premonitions of which are felt, 
however, while in action, excepting when protracted to an unusual ex- 
tent. 

A careful reading of the thermometer during four months in various 
parts of the islands at sea-level, night and day, gives a mean temperature 
of 80.60. This is a higher range of the mercury than more prolonged 
readings would show. The following, taken from the reading of Rev. S. 
J. Whitmee, at-Malua, Upolu, for 1872, is perhaps a fair estimate. 

Highest reading in shade, December 17, at noon*, 87 ; at noon, Decem- 
ber 18 and 19, 86; October 30, November 5, December 16, and 20, 
805 July 21, at 6 o'clock a. m., 70; July 23, at 6 o'clock a. m., 71 \ May 
28, June 5, August 9, and 10, and December 10, 72 ; mean temperature 
during 1872, 78.33. On the 11th day of August, in the harbor of Pago 
Pago, from 11 a. m. to 3 p. m., in the shade without wind, the ther- 
mometer stood at sea-level 88.70. 

At an altitude of 300 feet, 88 ; at an altitude of 1,000 feet, 86 ; at an 
altitude of 1,500 feet, 84; at an altitude of 1,750 feet, 81 ; temperature 
of water in the bay, 87. The same relative thermometrical changes 
in altitude are found upon the higher mountains of Upolu and Savaii, 
with lower temperature upon the southern or weather side of the 
mountains, the atmosphere being tempered by the prevailing south- 
east trades. 

Bains are evenly distributed throughout the year, excepting the 
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months of January, February, and March, when northern winds and 
rain-storms often sweep over the islands. 

Destructive storms are of rare occurrence. Hurricanes such as rush 
over the Feejees to- the southwest and the Society Islands to the east 
are almost unknown. The uniformity of the trade-winds and the vast 
expanse of ocean surrounding the islands seem to insure the group 
against sudden climatic changes. 

A striking peculiarity of the climate is found in the fact that the 
difference of temperature between the sun and shade is seldom more 
than 70. Eepeated observations made with a cloudless sky and vertical 
sun, showed 82^ in the shade and 89® in the sun. At no time have I 
found a greater difference between sun and siiade than IIP, while the 
average has been 7°. 

The equability of climate renders one extremely sensitive to even 
very small changes in the temperature; 82° at 9 o'clock p. m. may be 
warm, while a fall of 3°, 79^, at midnight, makes blankets desirable. 
These I esteem to be significant facts, having no little bearing upon 
the general health of the inhabitants, and a fitting subject for scientific 
investigation. 

The Samoansare not exempt from diseases, being afflicted with spinal- 
complaints^ diseases of the skin, eyes, and the lungs, with elephantiasis 
prevailing to a great extent. Diseases of the spine are far less prev- 
alent than in the neighboring groups, most common in infancy, and 
resulting in curvature of the spine ; but the hunchback, when grown, is 
generally vigorous and healthy. Such cases are rarely, if ever, menin- 
gitis, the brain not being affected. The skin-disease, Samoan ilamea, has 
the appearance of soriasis, most prevalent among children, which they 
seem to outgrow. Children's living in a state of nudity and i>laying in 
the hot sands of the sea coast seems to suggest a reason for such afflic- 
tions. I have found but few cases of ophthalmia proper. In afflictions 
of the eye the pupil is not diseased, and sight seldom impaired or de- 
stroyed, though there are many cases where the eyelids are badly affected 
and the membranes of the eye inflamed. 

Diving in salt water and continual exposure to the sun's rays upon 
the white sands of the beach, in some districts, is the primary'cause of 
the general prevalence of sore eyes. Having in mind the statement of 
Commodore Wilkes, in 1839, that "one-fifth of the population of Savaii 
were afflicted with ophthalmia, and very many blind," I sought every 
opportunity of determining the accuracy of the statement. I visited 
every village in Savaii, and met the greater proportion of the natives. 
In this island I saw but three cases of total blindness, and a less pro- 
portion of eye-diseases than exists in our large cities. This estimate will 
apply to the whole group, with the single exception of Manna, eastern- 
most island, where about one-twentieth of the population have diseased 
eyes, and quite a number are blind. From careful inquiry, however, I 
became satisfied that diseases of the eye were far more numerous in the 
last than they are in the present generation. So far as I know, I saw 
no cases of amaurosis. I found the whites entirely exempt from such 
affections. Lung-complaints among the natives are a prevailing malady, 
arising probably from continual exposure and a want of knowledge of 
the proper remedies in the incipiency of the disease. 

Laryngeal, bronchial, or tubercular consumption is very rare. I did 
not see a case of phthisis pulmoualis. Afiections of the lungs are from 
sudden colds, often inducing pleurisy or pneumonia; and usimlly so 
rapid and exhausting is the attack that only the most vigorous consti- 
tution survives it. In such, as well as rheumatic attacks, the natives 
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resort to lumi lumi, a system of pounding and kneading the body, which 
is at times very efficacious. 

Venereal diseases are almost unknown ; it would be almost impossible 
to conceal a case should it exist. Aware of the prevalence of loathsome 
diseases among aboriginal people generally, I was astonished to find an 
almost entire immunity from such maladies upon the part of the Samo- 
ans. I saw one case, female, on Savaii, a Samoau, but recently from 
Tonga. This single case was an object of the attention and deep indig- 
nation of the natives in the surrounding country. 

Leprosy is not known in the Samoan group, not a single case existing. 

Elephantiasis is the scourge of the South Seas. There is scarcely a. 
village in Samoa which has not one or more cases. The disease is usu- 
ally heralded by an attack of chills and fever, and rapidly develops 
itself, seeming to defy medical skill. The limb soon swells to an enor- 
mous size, though the general health does not seem to be seriously im- 
paired ; and the victim of this malady moves about without seeming 
discomfort. Not unfreqnently the testicles are attacked, and often 
become frightful tumors. I have seen cases operated upon where the 
extirpated tumor weighed seventy-seven pounds. Dr. George A. Turner, 
at Apia, of the Loudon Missionary Society, has operated upon many 
cases without losing a single one, usually saving one testicle. In nine 
cases the average weight of the tumor was twenty-two pounds. Expos- 
ure and constant life in the water are among the causes assigned tor the 
general prevalence of elephantiasis. But it is not restricted to the na- 
tives. Whites long resident in the islands are likewise subject to it. Of 
late years surgeons of the British navy have given earnest and com- 
mendable attention to this disease. 

The natives have rude and primitive ideas of surgery. A broken 
back, when the spinal cord is not severed, is quickly, and often effect- 
ively, treated as a broken arm or leg would be. Trepanning is well 
known among them, and often practiced ; also phlebotomy. When a 
knowledge of the science of medicine and surgery, as known and prac- 
ticed among enlightened nations, shall become diffused among these 
islanders, I doubt not that the diseases which are now destructive to 
them will become as amenable to treatment as they are in our own 
country. 

The natives of the South Sea Islands are generally regarded as Ma- 
layan or Papuan — the latter the Polynesian negro, intensified in New 
Guinea and Australia, and modified in the Feejees ; while the broad 
face, heavy features, and dark skin of the Hawaiian speak of Papuan 
admixture. 

The Maori of New Zealand, the Tahitian, the Tongese, and Samoan 
are the Polynesian Malay, the latter a fairer physical and mental type 
of manhpod than the Asiatic Malay of to-day, Never subject to the in- 
roads of other races and consequent admixture, uncorrupted and un* 
changed, they have preserved many of their original characteristics. 
The face has many of the distinctive marks of the European. Generally 
the profile is decided and the facial angle distinct, the occiput broad, 
bnt seldom elevated. Unlike the Malay, the nose is never artificially 
flattened^ deformity of person never having been practiced among them. 
The nose is usually straight, but not so delicate in structure as that of 
the whites ; the mouth large, and lips thicker than those of the Europe- 
an«. The profile of the young girls is often very pronounced ; the hair 
black, poft, and sometimes fine and wavy— never crisp and curly in either 
sex. Among the men beards are not so general as among the whites ; 
yet many have luxuriant beards. The eye is black, soft, and pleasing^ 
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giving that melancholy air and " meekness '^ of expressiou which Huju- 
boldt says is characteristic of the islanders of the Pacific. The skin is 
dark olive, resembling polished copper, presenting no difference in the 
sexes, thoagh the prominent chiefs and better families are much lighter, 
with smoother skin. They are also taller and more symmetrical in person 
than the common people. The infant is much lighter in complexion than 
the adult. The male Samoan is tall, erect, and proud in bearing, with 
smooth, straight, and well-rounded limbs, the contour of person seldom 
presenting muscular protuberance or development. The females are 
generally slight, especially the young girls ; erect and symmetrical, easy 
and graceful in their movements, the charm of light-heartedness seem- 
ing to follow every action. 

Beanty of feature is not the rule, though many of the village maids 
are exceedingly beautiful. The Samoan does not incline to obesity, sel- 
dom losing his erect bearing and roundness of limb and figure. The 
^' Emma,'' of the Mali^toa family, mentioned by Commodore Wilkes in 
1838, then a young girl, is now, at the age of-flfty, a beautiful woman. 

Though internecine war has often desolated the islands, and the jeal- 
ousy of districts, chiefs, and families is great, yet the Samoans, as a peo- 
ple, are mild and peaceful in their instincts, mirth-loving, generous, and 
happy in their peaceful state. Though possessing superior powers of 
endurance, and great energy in action, the people, as a race, shrink from 
labor. 

Heretofore, without a stimulus, ambition has not created objective 
motives. Accumulation, or even a desire to amass wealth, is almost 
foreign to their natures. 

Communism is a creed among them, but is confined to the members of 
the family. This has ever been an effectual bar to the accumulation of 
property. Their aptitude is evidenced by the facility with which they 
receive and retain the teachings of the missionaries, learn the habits of 
foreigners, and comprehend the power of the whites from unity, organ- 
ization, and industry. Their ingenuity is displayed in the building of 
houses, boats, barricades, and forts, as well as the simpler mechanisms 
and appliances used in daily life. 

The Samoans are fond of music, though having no appreciation of 
melody. A crude harmony pervades their vocal music ; in fact, their 
voices keep time to the stroke of their boat-paddles, and, in marching, to 
their tread. In church and school each child seems to outvie the others 
in vocal power and compass. The discordance produced is in a measure 
compensated for by a soft and caressing language. Instrumental music 
is confined to the beating of sticks upon mats and hollow logs. The 
aptitude of the children and their tenacity of memory are significant 
facts which give promise for the future, and are a hopeful index of the 
native capacity of this people. I repeatedly examined classes in school, 
and was astonished at the quickness and precision of their answers, 
often seeing quite young scholars who .would 'repeat whole chapters of 
the bible, answer eVery question in the catechism, while not a few very 
bright ones would repeat any hymn called for by number from a book 
of a hundred hymns. But the processes of mathematics, analysis, and 
reasoning are laborious and irksome to them. Inquisitiveness is largely 
developed in them, though they exhibit a certain timidity in their first 
intercourse with strangers. 

Caste is esteemed a fundamental basis of society, but with gradations 
in families hereditary, and gaining in pride and power with each suc- 
ceeding generation. To a stranger there are no outward evidences of 
caste, except in stature and physical beauty. The house and household 
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^poiDtmeDts of the common man diflFer but little from those of the* 
chiefs. He with the least pride of family owns his patch of land, has 
his bread-fruit tree, taboos his cocoa-nut tree, cultivates his own taro- 
patch^ and paddles his canoe as free as the greatest ruler ; but he looks 
to his chief for protection, obeys his mandates, and is his follower and 
servitor in time of war. 

There is a reverence felt for and attached to the greatest family 
names^ and the poorest man in Samoa knows the hereditary prestige of 
such a name. Formerly there were kings of districts with the generic 
appellation Tui^ as Tui Atua, Tui Manua, Tui Aano, &c., though great 
family names without position or governing power were and still are 
held in great reverence. Of such is Malietoa and the female branch of 
the family Tooa, the names of Avhich are associated with the history 
and traditions of the Samoans. 

In the districts appear local names of great families: in Monono, 
Leiataua ; in Atua, Mataafa ; in Savaii, Jnte, Pau^ and Asiata^ while 
Manua still has a Tui Manua. , 

The island of Tutuila has but one great name or family, Leatau,. 
though it has a number of petty chiefs, the island being tributary to 
the district of Atua, in Upolu, where this family is i)owerful. The 
Samoan is especially polite. In meetings and councils much time is 
consumed in acts of courtesy and in the interchange of compliments. 
When a chief or a distinguished stranger goes through a village all 
noises cease. Traveling parties, malaga^ are hospitably received and 
entertained. In their general intercourse violence, or even rudeness, 
is unknown. Women are the equals of men, except in government. 
The father carries the child as much as the mother, and joins in the 
preparation of fDod and in cooking. Labor is generally divided between 
them, excepting out-door work. A woman carries a burden or paddles 
a boat onlv from choice, and her hardest labor is the manufacture of 
native cloth. 

In time of war women are emissaries, going from fort to fort unmo- 
lested. Her person is always sacred, as also are children. A chief's 
daughter is often the maid of a village. She is reverenced by her people, 
though not governing them, and occupies a most prominent position. 

Polygamy is common on the part of men, never on the part of women, 
though two wives seldom live in the same house. A plurality of wives 
is not common, a husband usually sending a wife to her people when he 
takes to himself a new one. Virtue in Samoa is predominant. It is a 
creed more powerful than caste, and was religiously observed before 
the introduction of Christianity. In the higher castes it is held more 
sacredly than among the lower. The maid of a village is reverenced 
more as a virgin than as a chief's daughter. 

It is in their night-dances that the Samoans most assimilate in char- 
acter the other islanders. Often they are lascivious exhibitions, and 
after midnight grossly sensual, but are not proofs of practical licentious- 
ness. In Hawaii, and other islands, they are characteristic of the people. 

The primitive dress of the people consists of a girdle of <i-leaves, now 
replaced by cotton cloth and native siapoj though upon festive occasions, 
church meetings, and school exhibitions, the women dress in long trains 
of siapo, with bodices of "fine mats ;'' the hair is oiled, and abounds in 
wreaths and flowers. The disposition to assume the dress of the whites 
is growing, and in their efforts to don the new costume many ludicrous 
scenes are presented. White gloves, silk dresses, enormous crinoline, 
panniers, and old-style bonnets are brought into requisition for a "May 
meeting'' — native, /bno, or talo tasL 
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The men wear foreign clothing only on special occasions, and this con- 
sists of army and navy uniforms which certain chiefs have acquired 
from foreign vessels, and which they are fond of displaying. 

Tattooing {ta tatau) is universal in the islands, but does not mark dis- 
tinction among the people, as with the Maoris of New Zealand. The 
design is identical with all persons. The face is never marked. Women 
do not tattoo, except an occasional row of spots upon the upper arm. 
The process is long and very painful, the subject often compelled to have 
long intervals of rest. The instruments are rows of needles like bone 
or shell, fastened upon a stick about six inches in length, which is held 
lightly by the operator, and beaten with a small hammer. The pig- 
ment or coloiing-matter is lamp-black from the candle-nut, which gives 
a blue-black color; the marking extends from a point on each side of 
the knee, upward to the umbilicus. This part of the body is marked 
without a break, excepting lateral lines extending round the body from 
the umbilicus down to a point midway between that and the pelvis. The 
lumbar vertebra is not marked. The upper line of marking from the 
umbilicus, however, does not extend entirely around the body, but ends 
in opposite fine points on each side of the body. These two lines com- 
plete the process, and the operator must receive his pay before the last 
one is completed. To be unfinished is a stigma, and no other tattooer 
would dare to complete the operation. The instruments are held in such 
high esteem that money could not purchase them. To a people without 
other clothing than a cloth around their loins, this indelible covering is 
really grateful to the eye, and no doubt originated in a natural sensibility 
to modesty. By law, tattooing is abolished, and will be substituted by 
covering. 

In war the Samoan is patient, earnest,, and easily controlled by his 
leader. While cruel to their enemies, they are never treacherous ; cov- 
enants and truces are religiously adhered to ; neutral ground is sacred ; 
prisoners are never taken ; the importance of a victory is measured by 
the number of heads taken. The head is publicly exposed and reviled, 
but never mutilated. At the proper time the women from the enemy's 
camp come for the bodies, which, with the heads, are rolled in white 
cloth and born away for burial. 

Like the Maori of New Zealand, the Samoan digs ditches, throws up 
earth-works, with fascines and parapets, builds forts and palisades, and 
constructs large double war-canoes, {alia,) capable of carrying two hun- 
dred warriors. When a fort on the beach is to be assaulted, the canoes, 
with heavy banicades built on them, are pushed up abreast the fort, 
by the seamen in the water, upon the opposite side of the cratK; tor shel- 
ter, where they await the proper moment for attack. 

The national courtesy of the people and the general family relation- 
ship existing between them does much to ameliorate the horrors of their 
civil strifes. At night, or under flag of truce, enemies will meet between 
the hostile forts and exchange powder and lead or food with perfect in- 
nocence, telling each other that they are wanting such things for the 
morrow's work. 

The native weapons are spears, clubs, knives, and slings, though they 
have come recently to adopt fire-arms ; in the last war using cannon, 
muskets, pistols, and possessing some improved breech-loading rifles. 
Though wars among them have been destructive, yet one hundred dis- 
ciplined white soldiers would preserve peace among them. 

The industries of the people are confined to the building of houses, 
stone fences, canoes, cultivation of yam and taro, manufacturing native 
cloth and fine mats, fishing, and collecting food. Houses are generally 



SAMOA OR navigator's ISLANDS. 17 

built of the wood of the bread-fruit tree. A circle of posts surrounds 
a central pillar, which supports longitudinal beams. Upon these the frame- 
•work of the roof is built, consisting of light sticks nicely spliced, making 
a succession of circles. These circles are again crossed at right angles 
by other sticks, and the whole is sewed together with sennit, the roof 
making a semicircle or inverted bowl, covered with thatch of sugar- 
cane leaves and tij the space between the outer circle of posts being 
open, though supplied with matting for walls, which are raised and low- 
ered in fold, as a Venetian blind. The floor is slightly elevated above 
P the ground, covered with pebbles, upon which mats are spread. In the 
center is a small stone flre-place, though but little used, as cooking is 
done in ovens or houses for the purpose. The houses are neat and clean, 
and are kept in good order. 

Large sleeping-screens divide the members of the family at night. In 
every village is a town-honse, used for the reception of visitors and their 
entertainment. The Samoan excels in the construction of water-crafts 
and in his skill in the management of them. 

The war-canoe {alia) is a double boat, often a hundred feet in length ; 
one larger than the other, double-enders ; hence the smaller boat may be 
both port and starboard, from 6 to 8 feet apart, the two firmly lashed 
together with heavy timbers, making a platform between them. Upon 
this platform a house is built. The single mast is in the center of the 
larger boat, stepped in a socket and raking forward. The mat-sail is built 
upon a frame, oval-shaped, but larger at the top, fastened to the top of 
the mast, and reaching above it, the lower tack of the sail stepped in a 
socket at the bow of the boat, and held by running lines. These boats 
do not tack ship, but carry the sail to the opposite end of the boat, and 
reverse inclination of the mast — ^in bad weather a hazardous perform- 
/ auce. 

The hull is made from a species of teak, the planks hewn out and 
fitted together, the length of the planks not being considered. These 
are sewed together from the inside through curved holes, the whole fas- 
tened to heavy frame- work. Not a nail or pin is used in the entire con- 
st! uctiou. The outer surface of the hull is smooth and of great uni- 
formity. 

The traveling boat {amatasi) is much like the alia^ but smaller, 
slighter, and more graceful, the upper work of the hull often beautifully 
carved. They are justly celebrated for their speed and the closeness 
with which they ** lay to the wind." The common village carrying boat, 
taumaulua, two bows, is a single boat, deep, and carrying one sail, though 
usually propelled by paddles, built after the model of a whale-boat and 
of recent construction, though now in general use. 

The universal craft is the single canoe, with outrigger, hewn from the 
trunk of a tree, and of all sizes. The outrigger is a stick pointed and lying 
parallel with the boat, fastened by horizontal sticks to the canoe. It 
requires practice and dexterity to manage it successfully ; but in it the 
native is at his ease, men, women, and even children showing marvel- 
ous expertness. 

It is the bonito fishing canoe (vaaala) which most tests their skill and 
makes the boat and crew objects of admiration. It is a single boat, 
with outrigger, built of planks nicely jointed, the model an imitation of 
the lower half of the bonito, the point of the outrigger level with the 
bow of the boat. 

The position of a school of bonito is known by the sea-bi' 
over them. Instantly the boats are launched "' -^^ 

storm deters the fishermen from their pur;^ 
S. Ex. 46 2 
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reef-breakers, and seem to leaj) over the tumbling waves beyond. Both, 
sail and paddle are used, the crew consisting of three persons. The 
fisherman is equipped with a bamboo rod, line, and shell-hook, with 
feathers on the hook, which is trailed on the surface of the water. 

The speed of this canoe under sail is extraordinary. The models of 
these different boats forwarded to Washington are made ofulu^ bread- 
fruit wood, and are perfect imitations of each, sewed with sennit, and sails 
complete. The making of the masts is done exclusively by women, in 
which they show great dexterity and exercise great patience. 

The coarse mats for floors (pcupa) are made by hand from the leaves of 
the paogaj the finer sleeping mats from falo ; both varieties of the pan- 
danus. Fine mats, {ietoga,) which I shall have occasion to revert to, 
are also made by hand, from lau-ie, a grass and shrub. 

The shaggy mat, {ie-sina,) much resembling a dressed sheep-skin, pure 
white, though often dyed black, is made from the inner bark of the fan 
tree, (hibiscus.) The common cloth of the natives is made from the inner 
bark of the paper mulberry, (wa,) an osier cultivated extensively. This 
bark is pounded wet upon a smooth log with wooden mallets. After 
this process it is called tutuga. It is then scraped with shells and 
bleached, the process called lonua. 

These pieces are carefully joined together, and others in layers placed 
upon them, the whole intermixed with arrowroot, and beaten into one 
piece of white cloth, called tasina. These pieces of cloth are painted with 
various colors, yellow tumeric, {malasinaj) red ocher, {ete^) black, from the 
candle-nut, (towa,) brown, from a solution of the scraped bark of the oa 
tree. The whole process of manufacture is called elei ; the finished cloth, 
siopo, identical with the tappa of the Tahitians and Hawaiians. It seems 
reasonable that this bark would be valuable in the manufacture of paper. 
It is cheap, strong, light, and purely white } never subject to decay. 

The collection and preparation of copra is the chief industry and 
the only article of export, excepting a very little oil, cotton, and fungus. 
Each family has its cocoa-nut grove or trees. The nut is allowed to 
ripen, when it is husked, broken, and the meat or fruit taken from the 
shell. This is cut into slices, dried, and sacked for barter and export. 

Formerly oil wasi extracted from the fruit by filling a canoe Anth it 
and water, and placing it in the sun. The fruit decaying, the oil would 
rise to the surface, and was then collected. Of late years the copra is 
shipped to foreign ports, the oil there expressed, and the residue goes 
to confectioners, and is made into oil-cake as food for cattle. This trade 
has already attained great proportions, of which I will treat specifically 
hereafter. 

The language of the Samoan bespeaks Malayan extraction, many- 
words in the two languages being identical ; indeed, a general similarity 
exists between all the Polynesian languages. 

The alphabet contains fourteen letters, aeioufglmnpstv; two 
vowels cannot occur together; every letter is distinctly sounded, there- 
fore there are no improper diphthongs. No two consonants can come 
together. The foreign letters, h, k, and r are intraduced in the writing 
of proper foreign names, as AmeriA;a for America. Ko syllable consists 
of more than three letters, and each syllable ends with a vowel. Thp 
accent is generally on the penultimate, and is a certain guide in pronun- 
ciation. 

In speaking the voice is raised, the emphasis falling upon the last 
word of each sentence. Eeduplicated words have two accents. In ordi- 
nary conversation there are words which it would be an insult to use to 
a chief or stranger, as ai, to eat, to a chief tamafa. 
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A stranger in Samoa might suppose there were two languages. Kot so, 
but there are delicate terms, expressive of respect, used in speaking to a 
chief, though a chief never uses them in speaking of himself. The lan- 
guage is soft and harmonious, easily attained by English-speaking 
people. 

The adult speaks slowly, and without gesticulation 5 while the children 
are rapid in their utterances, and filled with mirth and laughter. Prom- 
inent chiefs have what are termed " talking-men,'' who are mediums 
through whom they communicate their wishes arid transact business. 
Upon great occasions the orator leans upon a staff, speaking in a delib- 
erate manner, and is listened to with*attention and in silence. 

It is claimed by persons long resident in the South Sea Islands that 
the Samoan is the only Polynesian language having a word to express 
thanks or gratitude— /aa fetaL They certainly are unceasing in the use 
.of this word, which has its prefixes and affixes. 

The language is allegorical, and generally oriental in style. Thoughts 
are usually expressed in figurative language, as may be seen in some of 
.the papers accompanying this report. Samoan. has become a written 
language through the labors of missionaries among them. 

Kev. Drs. Pratt and Turner, of the London Missionary Society, have 
made a dictionary and grammar, and, in connection with Eears, Williams, 
and Powell, of the same society, and Eev. George Brown, Wesleyan, 
have translated the Bible, hymns, catechism, and other books for relig- 
ioas instruction. 

It is difficult to find a child over seven years of age who cannot read, 
while the greater portion of the adult population read and write. Now 
that they possess a written language, with missionaries and teachers at 
hand as interpreters, there is no incentive to learn English; besides, to 
them the attainment of a foreign tongue would prove extremely difficult. 

Of the early history of Samoa nothing is definitely known. There are 

native traditions of their race, but they are exceedingly vague. " Fine 

mats" and a "great talking-staff" are claimed to be several hundred 

.years old. Of such relics, treasured from generation to generation with 

great care, there seems to be some historical precision. 

But ruins in the interior of the islands, and the roads and the cause- 
ways of Savaii are a sealed book to the natives; and to the question 
*^ Who built them," the quick answer is "The evil or good spirits." 

Though Christians, they are still believers in their crude m* thological 
history. Every island, mountain, and many trees, fruits, birds, and fishes 
have associated with th6m some mythological tradition. 

Their mythology, though not so heroic, symmetrical, instructive, or 
classical as that of the Greeks and Bomans, is scarcely less pleasing. 
The origin of every great family-name has a curious mythical tradition, 
and with these all the natives are familiar. These islands were first 
discovered by the Dutch " three-ship expedition," commanded by Boz- 
enwein, in 1772. La Perouse touched at the island of Tutuila in 1787. 
One of his officers, M. de Laugle, and boat's crew, were killed by the 
natives on the north shore of the island, nearly opposite Pago-Pago. A 
small estuary still retains the name "Massacre Bay," though it is three 
miles from the scene of the massacre. From this circumstance the 
islands were avoided by navigators, and the natives looked upon as ex- 
ceedingly savage and treacherous. 

The natives still preserve the tradition of this occurrence, and speak 
of it with a sense of shame, but very naturally throw the blame on 
the French. 

Certain it is that the natives were dreaded and the islands avoided 
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until 1830, when the Rev. John Williams, the martyr, landed at Sopapalii, 
on the island of Savaii, and left some teachers from other islands amon^ 
them. About this time Tamafaigna was the principal chief of Savaii, 
Ole, Tupuo, Savaii, and king of Manono. He was not a hereditary- 
chief, but a usurper, cruel, remorseless, but a man of superior intellect. 
He came to be a spiritual as well as a temporal ruler, with great politi- 
cal i)ower. Fortunately for Christianity, he died a few days before the 
lauding of Williams. War was still raging in Aana, the adherents of 
Malietoa gradually gaining power. 

Mr. Williams was instrumental in the conversion of Malietoa to Chris- 
tianity, and peace was declared. * At this time Williams devoted him- 
self to the study of the natives, their habits, customs, and religion. He 
found no evidence of idols, altars, priests, or sacrifices. Mythology and 
reverence constituted the sum of their religion. 

The bat was held in reverence ; also the bonito, stars, and moon. To 
them these were the emblems of Deity. Priestcraft and powerful priests, 
with their interested and sanguinary offices, were unknown. 

Cannibalism and infanticide were never practiced by them, and to- 
day tbe native makes boast of this fact. 

A remarkable prolific soil, filling the island with extraordinary abun- 
dance, and bringing food in the greatest plenty and variety to every 
family, with the slightest exertion on their part, may have served to de- 
stroy one of the most powerful incentives to these barbarities, found in 
some islands where the means of subsistence are precarious and diffi- 
cult to obtian. Williams found, in 1830, that the natives knew something 
of Christianity, and readily accepted it. This knowledge evidently came 
from the rude teachings or iufiuence of castaway sailors, as the natives 
still speak of the white men among them long before the arrival of 
missionaries. Of such was " Dan, the convict," who captured a vessel, 
the Eoma, murdered the captain, burned the ship, and landed in Savaii. 
He could neither read nor write, yet taught the natives, through their 
superstition. Such another ,was ''Jimmy, the sweet," who regularly 
preached to them. Many interesting stories are related of these charac- 
ters by the natives. 

In October, 1832, Williams returned to Sopapalii, and found Christian- 
ity rapidly spreading over the islands. On November 23, 1838, he 
arrived in the harbor of Pago-Pago, Tutuila, and found the people chris- 
tianized, m\d then testified that the Samoan far surpassed the Tahitian 
in amiability of character, the acquisition of knowledge, and in the 
facility with which the children learned to read and write. 

For a period of nine years, from 1849 to 1858, a bloody civil strife 
raged between the different districts of Upolu and the small island of 
Manono, the latter being the ally of Anna, the western district of Upolu, 
and arrayed against Atua and the Tua Masaga. The horrors of this 
war are still fresh in the minds of the people. The recent war which 
ended one year since was not so sanguinary or destructive of property, 
and was mainly the result of intrigue and a mercenary desire ui[)on the 
part of ambitious and evil whites, and at a time, too, when the Samoan 
was coming to appreciate the benefits of peace. Of this war I will treat 
more fully in the history of my intercourse with the natives. 

In 1839 Commodore Wilkes gave to the group a population of fifty- 
six thousand six hundred. This could only be an approximation to the 
exact number. At that time a correct census could not be taken, and the 
number of the population was mainly conjectural. I incline to the belief 
that this was an overestimate, as it was shortly after the Aana war, 
which was the most destructive strife known in their history. A cor- 
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rect census, taken in 1863 by the missionaries of the London Missionary 
Society, gave a total population of thirty-four thousand six hundred and 
three. 

In 1869 the religious census taken was as follows : 

Manna, Oloosiga, Ofoo 1,431 

Tutuila, Annu 3, 450 

Upolu 16,610 

Manono, Apolima 946 

Savaii 12, 670 

Total 35,107 

The religions were divided as follows : 
Adherents of London Missionary Society — Independents, Pres- 
byterians ; 27, 021 

Wesleyan Church *. 5, 082 

Boman Oatholic 3, 004 

Total 35,107 

This census shows a decrease in the population of five hundred and 
four from 1863 tb 1869, supposing the former census to be correct, the 
latter being absolutely correct, each family, and every member of the 
family, being known to the missionaries and the native teacher in each 
village. The recent war, which lasted two years, may account for this 
decrease, as society and families were disrupted; though, perhaps, not more 
than one hundred people perished in actual strife. It is estimated that 
there has been an increase of native population in the last year of about 
one hundred and seventy. 

The first organized efforts for the christianizing of the natives were 
inaugurated by Eev. «fohn Williams in 1830, and, as has already been 
statexi, the natives rapidly and honestly accepted the teachings of the 
missionaries, and their precious seed fell upon good soil. The native 
was kind, hospitable, and apt in learning. The missionaries, who had 
encountered a thousand dangers in other islands, here found '' green 
pastures and still waters.'' Now a bible is found in every house ; daily 
prayers are the rule, and not the exception, in every family. There is a 
church in every village, built of stone, and plastered, inside and out, 
with lime made from coral. Divine service is regularly attended by 
the whole native population. 

A missionary has jurisdiction over a district. In each district are 
native teachers, usually one for each village, who are educated and 
regularly assigned to duty. 

The London Missionary Society have a religious training institution 
at Malua, twelve miles west of Apia. It was established in 1854. It 
embraces a spacious church, resident missionary house, and neat stone 
houses for students, making a square, with cultivated plaza in the cen- 
ter. The object of this institution is to train native ministers. There 
are in it two classes of students : first, candidates for the ministry, and, 
second, youths who, on the completion of their term of study, either 
return home or enter the higher classes. The course for each class is 
foar years. The present number in attendance is — 

Gandidates for the ministry , 67 

In junior classes .* - 18 

Total 85 
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Forty-eifjht students ia the senior class are married. In many oases 
their famiiies are with them. The subjects of study are reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, scripture exercises, theology, church history, 
geography, elementary lessons in astronomy and natural history, with a 
very little English. 

There are usually two missionaries resident at the institution, but at 
present it is under the exclusive jurisdiction of Rev. S. I. Whitinee, an 
earnest, devoted Christian, whose district comprises nearly one-third of 
the island of Upulu, all of Mauono and Apolima, and a portion of Sa- 
vaii, having under hijs supervision fifty-four native ministers and teachers, 
it is the custom of the missionaries to make regular tours through their 
districts, and once a year to hold mago. At these meetings the peo- 
ple contribute in money to the missionary society. 

It is erroneously supposed by some that this is an imposition upon 
the natives, and wicked whiles charge the missionaries with levying a 
cruel tax for the maintenance of themselves and families in luxury. 
This is a gross misrepresentation of facts. The money is appropriated 
for the education and comfort of native teachers, and is inadequate for 
the purpose. 

I have been with missionaries of each denominatipn, stood beside 
them in the pulpit, and know that they cautioned their people not to 
give more than they could offer without discomfort to themselves, often 
refusing monej'^ from the poorer people. At every collection the money 
is counted, a minute made of it, a copy given to the village teacher, the 
amount proclaimed in church, and posted in a conspicuous place. 

The missionaries dispense medicine to their i^eople. This is a grave 
error. Excepting Dr. Turner, of Apia, none are regularly trained phy- 
sicians. They adhere to the old school of practice, and i^norantly dis- 
pense blue-mass, gray powders, calomel, and other preparations of mer- 
cury, while Dover's powders, podophyllum, preparations of arsenic, &c., 
are freely given. I foresee in this reckless issuance of drugs no little 
mischief in the future, as mercurial diseases must certainly develop them- 
selves unless it is abandoned j and I have communicated my impression 
to Dr. Turner, a missionary, and also a skillful physician, trained in 
European colleges. He at once agreed with me. This mistaken 
kindness I believe will be given up. The confidence of the natives in 
the missionaries is unbounded, and the influence of the latter is almost 
unlimited, though there are some exceptions to this remark. 

As an instance of their power, during the recent war the Rev. George 
Brown, Wesleyan, learned of the proposed march of a large w ar party 
and intercepted them. He deliberately seated himself in their path, and 
the little army, in the full panoply of war, halted. They dare not march 
around him. Speeches were made, the warriors entreated that he leave 
the path, not a few stalwart fellows shedding tears. He was, however, 
determined in his purpose, and ordered his bed for a night camp. On 
each side was clear, open ground, but it was sacrilege to march around 
him, and they were compelled to return home, as he had '* tabooed" 
the roadway. 

The native teacher wears pants and a white shirt, often a white tur- 
ban. This dress is a distinguishing mark, and fn it he is never molested 
in time of war; but, being only a common man, he is not admitted into 
the inner society of chiefs, caste herein being arbitrary, and working no 
little harm among the people ; and for the correction of this evil the mis- 
sionary influence has hitherto been powerlessr. 

The adherents of the Roman Catholic Church are principally confined 
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to Atua, the eastern district of Upolu, and rank among their number 
Mataafa, a great chief. 

The adherents of the London Missionary Society and Wesleyans are 
interspersed throughout the entire group. It is safe to say that there is 
not a single Samoan who has not accepted Christianity, though more de- 
vout and zealous in some districts than in others. I cannot speak too 
highly of the intelligence, patience, fortitude, and high moral attributes 
of the missionaries of Samoa. By their religious instructions and godly 
lives, and the practice as-well as inculcation of the domestic and social vir- 
tues, they have exerted over the natives a wonderfully transforming power, 
in less than half a century changing, in many important respects, the 
whole moral aspect of the islands. Indeed, it is not i)ossible to estimate 
the degree of elevation effected by their i^resence and agency. They 
are beyond all doubt more important and effective instrumentalities in 
the civilization of this people than all other causes combined. Except- 
ing a few traders in lonely districts, the whites are covertly hostile to 
the missionaries. They are German and English from the colonies con- 
gregated at Apia, tradesmen and liquor-dealers, who look upon the na- 
tiv^es and their property as common plunder, and with mercenary motives 
often seek to corrupt them. Hence the missionaries look with suspicion 
and fear upon them. They are a class long resident in Apia, and know 
nothing of the natives or country. They are absolutely selfish in their 
purposes and plans, and hence add nothing to the common stock of 
knowledge or usefulness of the community. 

The performance of the marriage ceremony by native teachers not 
regularly ordained ministers is certainly objectionable and justly opposed 
by the Roman Catholic clergy. Even this is better, however, than the 
original Samoan custom, where the consent of the relatives of both 
parties and the presentation of "fine mats" was sufficient to make wed- 
lock, though not to insure it against a desire to take a new wife, cast- 
ing o^ the old one, who will again, in turn, bring "fine mats" to the 
family of the groom. 

Until recently the marriage of a chiefs daughter, especially the maid 
of a village, was an occasion of great ceremony, and so sacred was vir- 
tue esteemed iu a female that the maid, in the presence of great chiefs 
and the families of both parties, was compelled to submit to a public, 
unnatural, and equivocal physical test of virginity. This barbarous 
custom to some extent still prevails and, though ^ part of the unwritten 
history of the Samoaus, is too well known to admit of doubt. This, like 
othef native customs, is yielding to missionary teachings and the purer 
attributes of Christianity. 

The general sobriety of the natives, and their appreciation of knowl- 
edge introduced by the whites, add greatly to their tractability, and 
argue well for their future advancement. 

Present indications are that these people will soon occupy a much 
higher place in the scale of minor nations than most of the Pojiynesian 
islanders. With them Sunday is a day of rest and religious devotion. 
Food is collected on Friday and prepared on Saturday. On the Sabbath 
scarcely a boat is to be seen ; the hunter is never in the woods during 
its sacred hours. Attei|dance upon church-meetings affords almost the 
only sign of life ; even the sports of the children are sacrificed, in a 
large degree, to the strict observance of the day. To a stranger the 
villages seem deserted. In some districts, however, the "great days'' 
are observed even if they fall on Sunday. 

The " great days," Tatele and Tatelega, are the first and second days 
of paloloj in the last of October. The palolo is a sea-worm which ap- 
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pears on two successive days in every year in some of the openings of 
the reefs, appearing at daylight, and disappearing with the rising of the 
sun. 

These marine worms are about 18 or 20 inches in length, are highly 
esteemed for food by the natives, and are taken in vast quantities by 
them. They seem to understand the precise day when they will appear, 
claiming that the day before their appearance the land and robber crabs 
leave the interior and seek the salt water. Before dawn every native is 
astir. Every vessel capable of bearing man, woman, or child is brought 
into requisition, and the reef-passages at dawn of day are alive with 
water-crafts and noisy with exuberant life. 

" le," the Samoan " fine mat,'' enters more largely into all the politi- 
cal ramifications of the people than any creed, custom, or tradition 
which they have ever held. It protects caste, fosters the ignorant 
thralldom of the people, and alone serves to perpetuate barbaric preju- 
dices. A husband will leave his wife for another with no other motive 
than the acquisition of a " fine mat." War may be declared and peace 
made for the possession of a sacred mat. Families count their wealth, 
and all personal and real estate is computed by " fine mats." Chiefs and 
families have fine mats, but only districts and government have sacred 
mats. The Tui Atua, sacred mat, now in my possession, is the emblem 
of the nationality of Atua, and its surrender is a virtual surrender of 
the nation, and an evidence of their good faith. The history and sacred- 
ness of this cloth are known to most islanders of the Pacific. For the 
secure establishment and maintenance of a home and foreign govern- 
ment in Samoa, the hereditary and fictitious value of " fine mats" must 
be destroyed. This could best be done by afSxing a government stamp 
and making them a circulating medium subject to r^^demption as is 
paper m6ney. 

The entire Samoan group (excepting outlying islets, or rocks before 
mentioned) has, according to Wilkes's survey, a superficial area of sixteen 
hundred and fifty square miles, viz : 

Savaii 700 Oloosiga 24 

Upolu 560 Ofoo 10 

Tutuila 240 Manono 9 

Manua 100 Apolima : 7 



T^tal ; 1.650 

The height of mountains and depth of valleys, with general avCTage 
of physical structure, make an astronomical survey uncertain. I would 
fix the area at higher numbers in this as well as all other tables and 
surveys made from astronomical observations. 

The island of Annu, lying to the southeast of Tutuila, and separated 
from the latter by a deep channel nearly one mile in width, has an area 
of about-ten square miles, with a population of three hundred and fifty. 
It is surrounded by a coral reef, the general land surface about 25 feet 
above the sea-level, with a bold headland on the eastern extremity 515 
feet in height. On the channel side is the village, in a cocoa-nut grove. 

The island is very productive, growing the two varieties of long-fiber 
sea-island cotton without cultivation. A very little tobaceo is culti- 
vated. This is the only island of the group where the natives are not 
subject to elephantiasis. 

Manua, the easternmost island of the group, is nearly circular in 
form, that portion es^osed to the southeast trades presenting a bold 
basaltic front, rising precipitously to a height of over two thousand feet. 
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The remainder of the island is protected by coral reefs. Upon the north 
is the village of Faleasao, with good anchorage except during a norther. 

Tau, the principal village of tbe island, is upon the western shore, 
looking toward Oloosiga, without a harbor, and the roadstead inse- 
cure. This is the residence of Tui Manua, who has kingly jurisdiction 
over Manua, Oloosiga, and Ofoo. ^ 

Manua rises like a great, dome from the water, and upon the south 
and east is exceedingly precipitous ; upon the north and west it rises 
more gently, with a narrow belt of flat land, covered with cocoa-nut trees 
next to the water. Ascending the mountain from this flat, small pla- 
teaus are found prolific in bread-fruit and bananas ; the soil rich, and 
moistened by frequent showers j the entire island clothed with vegeta- 
tion to the mountain-summits. 

There are no living streams on the island ; springs of brackish water, 
at the sea-level, and cocoa-nut water supplying the necessities of the 
people. 

Upon this island the largest cocoa-nut in the world is found. The 
Manuan shells are used for water- vessels, and have ever been highly 
prized by other islanders. A single green nut often furnishes more than 
half a gallon of water. The natives of Manua are exceedingly primitive, 
and have but little intercourse with the outer world. 

Native traders carry their oil and copra in open boats to Apia or Pago- 
Pago for barter. All are Christians. The white-walled church in the 
center of the village is a conspicuous object to a passing vessel. 

Oloosiga, east of Manua, is distant four miles, the channel deep, sub- 
ject to protracted calms, as Manua is a barrier to the southeast trades, 
and serves to deflect the winds. The island is a crater cone about 800 
feet in height, the southern exposure a merely perpendicular wall, with 
a very little level land upon the north and west, where two villages are 
situated. The slope back from the villages is gentle for several hun- 
dred feet, and is susceptible of a high degree of cultivation. Ofoo, to 
the west and separated by a narrow channel, was evidently at one time 
a portion of Oloosiga. The height of the island is 500 feet, not so 
abrupt as the other 5 the ascent easy, with few crags or precipices. The 
almost entire land-surface is susceptible of cultivation. 

There is but one village upon the island Ofoo. The population of 
these two islands is very meager. They are subject to Manua. Islands 
and people have the same general characteristics. In the table of popu- 
lations I incorporate them with the larger islands. 

Tutuila is distant from Manua sixty-two miles, west, and is the third 
island of the group in size and importance. The eastern end is a con- 
fused and broken mass of lava ; huge quantities of basaltic rock, segre- 
gated and separated from the main land by narrow channels ; the sea- 
front bold and abrupt, against which the waves break in endless fury. 
The entire eastern portion, comprising two-thirds of its area, is a chain 
of mountains, the trend of which is nearly east and west, with an aver- 
age height of 1,200 feet — domes, cones, and precipices — the base of the 
mountain almost laved by the sea. The slopes and ravines are steep, 
with an occasional bench and perpendicular precipice; villages nestle at 
the mouth of ravines or on the sea plateau. 

The prevailing showers seem to keep alive the very small streams 
which glide half-hidden down the ravines. In the dry season this sup- 
ply of water is very precarious. The mountains are covered with ver- 
dure, but the trees are gnarled, and mostly inaccessible. 

At Aur, on the northeastern portion, and sheltered by a bold promou- 
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tory from the trades, is a fair anchorage, which would be adequate for' 
the copra trade of the natives. 

Excepting the growth of cocoa-nuts upon the shore-line it would be 
diflftcult to conjecture how this portion of Tutuila could be made avail- 
able for commercial or other purposes. Nearly all this portion of the 
island is under the jurisdiction of the Leatu family, at Maseefau, the 
head of which, " Bully my cow,'' is at Atua, Upolu, where he is also a 
prominent chief, and recognized the ownership of Tutuila by Atua. 

The island is nearly divided by the J3ay of Pago-Pago. The bay at the 
village of the same name is less than two miles from the northern coast of 
the island, the mountain-chain falling, leaving a gap of less than 
700 feet in height, rising again to the west until it culminates on Mata: 
fan, 2,327 feet, the highest peak on the island. The remainder or west- 
ern portion, about one-flfth of its area, is a level tract of country with 
an occasional gully or water-way. This tract, embracing about 30,000 
acres, is, in many places, a deep, dark forest, the timber-trees abundant 
and accessible. 

Broken lava covers much of the land-surface, but the soil is a loose, 
rich loam, moistened by showers and protected from the sun by over- 
hanging foliage. Here the fruits and vegetables of Samoa flourish 
abundantly. Upon this tract of land are found more interior villages 
than on any other part of the group. The shore-line of this part is also 
abrupt, with little coral formation, the south shore being a lava plateau 
with perpendicular sea-wall, over which the sea, during a storm, breaks. 

The western end of the plateau and the southwestern extremity of the 
island rises abruptly like a town, called "Sail Rock," which can be 
plainly seen from the entrance of the bay of Pago-Pago. Around this 
point and distant three miles is Leone Bay and village, with a secure 
anchorage, except during a norther, the inner waters of the bay having 
a coral reef, nearly a wash at low tide, but has sufficient depth of water 
beyond for large vessels. 

Leone is the residence of the vice-commercial agent of the United 
States. This part of the island is well supplied with fresh water, the 
small streams being fed by the continual rains upon Matafau, the water- 
shed of which inclines to the west. 

About two-thirds of the population of Tutuila is west of Pago-Pago, 
divided into four districts, and governed by Fuimona, Tuitele, Satele, 
and Le Tuli, all hereditary chiefs. 

Bound for Pago-Pago from the east and northeast both Tutuila and 
Auuu are sighted, and the channel between the islands is disclosed. 
Sailing through this, and following the line of coast seven miles, 
Breaker JPoint and Tower Rock are plainly seen, though these. points 
are at opposite sides of the entrance to the bay, yet so uniform is the 
configuration of the coast and so luxuriant the foliage that the opening 
is difficult to determine, even with a glass, at a few miles distance. 

Parallel with the coast, and distant from a mile to a mile and a quar- 
ter, is a coral-bank with five, six, and seven fathoms of water. The 
western end of this bank, at the time of Wilkes's survey, extended to a 
point nearly^ftouth of the center of the opening of the bay, or Whale 
Rock. That* it has extended and is still growing there can be no doubt, 
though the depth of wuter over it is unchanged. 

The present western extremity is one and two-tenths miles from the 
coast, and bearsj south] half point east from Tower Rock, with six 
fathoms of water. Here the outer section of the bay is seen, with 
Blunt Point and Groat Island upon the left, and Grampus Rock upon 
fho right of the bay in plain view* Breaker Point on the west, and 
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Tower Rock, an isolated rock 140 feet in heigbt. on the east, mark the 
entrance to the harbor, which is 4,020 feet iii width, having^ thirty- 
six fathoms of water. 

Within the entrance, and more nearly opposite Breaker Point, is Point 
Distress. Upon the same side, and distant from Tower Rock 2,700 
leet, is Blunt Point, an abrftpt promontory, making an excellent laud- 
mark for Whale Rock, a basaltic mass about 60 feet in diameter, 
nearly in mid-channel, and opposite Blunt Point. The mean depth of 
water, high and low tide, over the rock is 12 feet; a very trifling expense 
would remove this, the walls of the rock being nearly perpendicular. 

Goat Island, with an area of ^two acres, is distant from Tower Rock 
one and a quarter miles, same side of the bay, and connected with the 
main land by a coral reef. It marks the entrance to the inner bay, and 
i« nearly north from Tower Rock. 

From Goat Island the trend of the bay coast is west one point north 
to the village of Pago-P-ago. 

From Breaker Point to head of bay on east and north side the coral 
reef is narrow, and opposite Goat Island, at Grampus Rock, is but a 
fringe upon the shore, the other shore presenting a greater 'width of 
coral reef, which is generally awash at low tide. 

The estuaries in the bay have a shallow reef bottom, the outer edge 
of the reefs falling off quickly into the deep water. 

Midway between Goat Island and the head of the bay is the village 
of Fagatono, inside of Swimming Point. 

Immediately beyond the village a sharp coral point, exposed at low 
water, stretches out into the bay, between the point of which and 
Swimming Point a large vessel could securely lie. 

Upon the shore of the miniature bay, and adjoining Fagatono, the 
Polynisian Land Company have bought property and erected a trading- 
house; they have also purchased a small tract of land upon the oppo- 
site side of the bay. At the head of the harbor is the village of Pago- 
Pago, where Manga, the chief of the district, (comprising the bay vil- 
lages,) resides. He is a native of Manna, not an hereditary chief of 
prominence, and became a temporary ruler through the influence of the 
missionaries. It was a mistaken policy, now regretted by them. His 
people are restive, and neighboring chiefs and districts are exceedingly 
hostile to him. 

The bay of Pago-Pago is surrounded on all sides by precipitous mount- 
ains. Native houses in small villages clust/Cr at their base. 

When the rains are long continued, there are small rivulets found at 
the mouths of ravines ; but, excepting the one at Pago-Pago, there is not 
a living stream flowing into the bay, and even this can scarcely be dig* 
nified with the name of creek. 

An occasional flat or gentle declivity upon the hill-sides of a few aores 
grow bananas, oranges, taros, yams, and bread-fruit, while cocoa-nut 
groves line the shores, and fish are abundant ; hence a scanty population 
may thrive here. 

The high mountains completely shutting in the bay in a measure 
lessen the influences of the trade-winds, or they are materially neutral- 
ized by the exuberant growth of trees and other rank vegetation. 

The mountains generating moisture, the rains are almost continuous. 
The artist accompanying me devoted much time to the bay of Pago-Pago 
and its surroundings. ' The security of this harbor is undoubted ; no bay 
in the world could be more safe, while it is sufficiently capacious for a 
considerable navy. For a naval and coaling station it would be at all 
times accessible and absolutely secure. Piers and. wharves could b^ 
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built upon the coral reefs, with great depth of water alongside, at tri- 
fliDg expense, and a sufficient supply of fresh water could be obtained at 
the head of the bay for general depot and shipping demands, but the 
insignificant amount of cultivable land around the bay, and the conse- 
quent necessity of drawing supplies from the leeward end jof the island, 
with the absolute lack of industrial resoufces immediately about the 
harbor, preclude the possibility of its ever being a populous or impor- 
tant place. These facts, however, may add to it« desirableness as a 
naval coaling and general repairing depot for the Government. The 
bay opening to the south, and prevailing winds from the southeast often 
blowing fre.sh, sailing- vessels, especially 'square-rigged ones, have great 
difficulty in beating out. 

I have seen a small English ketch five hours in working from Swim- 
ming Point to the entrance, a distance of less than two miles. Upon 
Breaker Point a light-house could be constructed, the light of which 
could be seen at a great distance from the shore, rendering approach at 
night perfectly safe. 

Knowing that Pago-Pago has attracted much attention and been re- 
ported upon, I confine myself chiefly to a statement of topographical 
facts, withholding comments. 

Upolu, forty miles west of Tutuila, in population and resources is the 
most important island of the group. The trend of the mountains is 
with the island, i, «., from east to west. The highest peaks are nearly 
4,000 feet in height; sharp cones lifting themselves above the mountaia 
range, and great crater walls, broken, seamed, and indurated ; the vol- 
canic crests almost inaccessible, though, like all other portions of the 
islands, covered with vegetation. At this altitude rains are almost con- 
tinuous, and the high mountain gorges have clear, pure rivulets with 
successive cascades, which unite in streams of considerable volume, 
unfailing and, perhaps, as large as any water-sheds in the world of equal 
size afford, this having an areaof less than six hundred square miles. 

The upper portion of the mountain-range, less than 1,500 feet. Is 
sharp and narrow in outline, comprising, perhaps, one-sixth of the land 
surface of the island, and is practically valueless. The remaining five- 
sixths of the island are cultivable, though varying in adaptability. 

The mountain-chain throughout its entire length is contiguous to the 
southern shore, falling rapidly into the ocean with mauy bays and 
abrupt headlands; oftentimes the approaches to the mountains easy ; a 
few plateaus and open valleys. 

. The available land surface on the south side of the island is limited 
and generally difficult of approach from the sea except for native crafts. 
The south shore-line is abrupt, narrow lava-tables, bold precipitous 
promontories, and shallow estuaries, with coral reefs stretching across 
the entrance. 

Fresh water is abundant, though the streams are small. The bay of 
Faliolii, though by no means a secure harbor, is a good anchorage, and 
affords sufficient shelter for vessels employed in local trade. 

After leaving the broken declivities and deep ravines high upon the 
north side of the mountains, the fall of the land surface is gradual to the 
sea, with an occasional abrupt descent, but many long, wide stretches 
of level country are seen, covering an extent of thirty miles in length 
by from six to twelve in width. 

Between Salo Salo and Fagaloa is a piece of table-land, nearly level, 
of about ten square miles in extent. 

The northern portion of the island east of Fagaloa is somewhat 
broken, with lagoons reaching into the interior. The bay of Fagaloa, 
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the most prominent, could, by improvement, be made a valtiable harbor, 
but no circumstances would warrant an expenditure of money for that 
purpose, as the entire north shore of the island is naturally tributary to 
the port of Apia. 

The inner passage between the reef and shore at high water insures 
easy communication for small boats, and such bays as Fagaloa, except 
during a gale, afford sufficiently good anchorage for vessels acting as 
tenders to ships taking in cargo at some secure central port. 

Apia is a reef harbor, the approach from the northeast through a deep 
breach in the coral reef, the outer line of reef exposed at low water, 
upon which the ocean swell breaks continually. 

The walls of the channel are perpendicular or inclining inward. 
This passage opens into a nearly circular basin having two low-land 
points, one upon either side, as a crescent reaching seaward — Matautu 
on the east and Mulinuu on the west. Beyond these land points the 
coral reef extends half a mile seaward. 

A very heavy gale from the north may force the waves over this reef 
and damage shipping in the harbor, but a sea-wall built upon the reef 
from the land upon the west side of the basin seaward would effectually 
protect the harbor. Such a barrier could be built of broken lava and 
earth upon the nearly-exposed reef, and planted with cocoa-nut trees, at 
a comparatively trifling expense. 

The harbor is similar to that of Honolulu, Oahu, the anchorages from 
six to fourteen fathoms of water. The removal of a few coral rocks near 
the shore would add greatly to harbor facilities, while a half mile of 
wharves could be built, which, with the sea-wall indicated, would ren- 
der the port of Apia a secure and valuable depot, as well as a general 
maritime resort. 

The richness of the soil, the varied resources, capable of supporting a 
large population, and its central position as. to population and area, 
make Apia the natural entr^pdt for Samoa. 

For port and shipping industries labor could be aggregated and sup- 
ported. The surrounding country is of greater area and general adapt- 
ability than that of any other port in the group ; the climate healthful, 
and the port as nearly on the commercial track between San Francisco 
and the English colonies as any other point in the group. 

The white population of Apia numbers about one hundred and eighty, 
chiefly German and English. The town is separated by Apia Creek 
into Matautu and Apia. It is the residence of English, American, and 
German consuls, while the Eoman Catholic bishop, Elloy, acts as repre- 
sentative of the French government. It is the headquarters for the 
Paciflo Islands of the commercial house of Goddefray & Co., Hamburg. 

The foreign residents are mostly traders from the colonies, with small 
stores and liquor-rooms, trading with natives and living generally use- 
less lives, having no sympathy -with the natives, and for selfish pur- 
poses ever prepared to foment trouble between the different districts, in 
times of war furnishing them arms and ammunition, and purchasing 
valuable tracts of lands at paltry prices from irresponsible claimants or 
members of rival families. But few of such titles are really valid. The 
trade of Samoa is virtually controlled by the German house of Godde- 
fray & Co., Hamburg, formerly repi*esented at Apia by Mr. Weber, at 
present by Mr. Alfred Pappe, who is also the German consul. 

The exports are cotton and copra, the former insignificant at present, 
but the copra trade is considerable and growing into larger proportions. 
Oopra is the dried meat or fruit of the ripe cocoa-nut, which is gathered 
and prepared by the natives. It is shipped to Europe, where it meetB a 
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ready sale. The oil enters largely into the manufacture of the best 
candles. The copra in European marts is quoted at about $95 per 
ton. There being no regular opposition, it is purchased from the natives 
at about $36 per ton in trade, equal to about say $20 per ton. Some 
money has been introduced into the islands by the same firm — Bolivian 
silver coin, " cast iron,'' worth about 73 cents to the dollar, which passes 
current at par. In this trade Groddefray & Go. employ a number of 
first-class vessels. Many of them make the outward passage iu ballast, 
returning laden. In fifty-five days that my schooner was in the port of 
Apia the following vessels received freight : 

Goddefray & Co. with copra : 

Tous. 

Ship La Rochelle 1, 000 

Ship Susannah Goddetray 1, 250 

Ship Garza Goddefray , 850 

Bark Elizabeth .,.. 600 

JBark San Francisco 520 

Bark Waudram 480 

Brig Susannah 1 220 

Total 4, 920 

English : 

Tons. 

Schooner Kenilworth , , 115 

Schooner Dajantless , 75 

BrigSea-Gull 120 

Total -: 310 

Grand total 5, 230 

Supposing this ratio to hold good for the year, we should have a 
yearly export of 34,775 tons, with a home value of $3,303,625. The 
carrying capacity of these vessels is much greater than their registers, 
but through tenders and trading-posts of other islands a large quantity 
of copra is brought to Apia for final shipment. The exact annual copra 
product of Samoa alone it would be difficult to reach,,as the Germans 
are jealous of investigation ; it is, however, equal to one-half of the 
above figures, and could be trebled in a short time. This is a trade 
which should be diverted to the Pacific States, where the consumption 
of candles in the mines is very great. 

In the town of Apia is a Roman Gatholic mission, French, owning a 
thousand acres of land immediately back of the settlement. Much of 
it is under a high degree of cultivation. The bishop has selected land 
upon the mountain-slopes, and already done some work for the growing 
of coffee. 

Apia Greek, in the interior, would supply abundant power for sugar 
and saw mills. West of Apia and adjoining is Mulinuu Point, the 
present seat of the Samoan government. This neck of land is quite nar- 
row and low, separating Apia Harbor from a broad lagoon, but very 
shallow. 

Prom Mulinuu to Mulifusnu, the western extremity of the island, the 
shore-line is low and has an outer coral reef the entire distance, with 
breaches at intervals, opening into small bays, with inner water commu- 
nication at high tide for small crafts. The shore presents an unbroken 
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line of forest, gently rising toward the interior, exhibiting a landscape 
of surpassing richness and beauty. 

Upolu is divided into three great districts^— the eastern end of the 
Island known as Atua, the middle Taamasaga, and the western Aana. 
Formerly each of these great districts was controlled by a king, Tui, as 
Till Atna, &c. The theater of the recent war was at and about Apia, 
(the town and property of the whites being neutral ground,) the Tui 
Masaga being invaded by Atua, Savaii, and Manona, the former having 
for an ally the district of Aana, with a revolting sub-district of Atua. 
The origin of the war was more in imaginary disagreement than in real 
grievance. The desire for some fixed and settled form of government 
Las been paramount in the minds of the people. 

The adherents of young Malietoa, who is the direct heir to the family 
name, and who lives with his aunt Emma or Patosino, near Apia, were, 
by evil people and an insidious policy, taught to believe that his uncle, 
also a Malietoa, in Aana, was seeking to be made king of Samoa. 

The little island of Manono, ever the governing power, declared war. 
Young Malietoa, after vain remonstrance, went into retirement with his 
aunt, and for two years the war raged around them. How far Mataata^ 
the great chief of Atua, and the single native representative of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, was interested may be conjectured. Certain it is 
that the whites in the port were the gainers, and their hostility to mis- 
sionary influence became pronounced. Manono, one and three-quartiCr 
miles west of Upolu, and separated from it by a shallow channel with 
submerged coral reef stretching across, has an area of but nine square 
miles, rising gently from the water on all sides to a height of 400 feet. 

There are but few timbej'-trees ; bread-fruit and cocoa-nut carefully 
nursed upon the whole island ; the Samoan fruits and vegetables culti- 
vated, the whole area consisting of gardens and miniature plantations. 

Springs of fresh water, except in very wet seasons, are few and the 
supply uncertain, though the beach at low tide furnishes sufficient 
brackish water, while there are wells of fresh water in the villages. 
There are five villages, making a continuous town on the northeast and 
south shores. The western shore is not so thickly settled. The island 
is entirely surrounded by a broad reef with narrow passages, at inter- 
vals opening into lagoons, the one upon the south large enough to ad- 
mit a small, light-draught vessel. 

Among Samo^ns Manono has ever been held in high esteem and her 
power dreaded. Her fleets of war-canoes are large and manned by 
skillful and hardy crews, her influence in council preponderating either 
for war or peace, though in the recent war Manono lost much of her 
prestige by suflering a defeat in a naval engagement near Malua with 
the Tua Masaga. 

The island is under the jurisdiction of the Leiatona family, (fighting 
fishes,) having at present two representatives. One, Pelaopo Leiatoua — 
the lizard — was admiral of theManono and Savaiifleets, and fired the first 
gun in the last war. A channel, six and a half miles in width and of 
great depth, divides Manono and Savaii; about midway is the island of 
Apolima — hollow of the hand — containing seven square miles, an iron- 
bound fortress, nearly circular, with perpendicular wall-like sea-frout. 
It is an extinct crater, with its northern wall broken through to the sea 
level, the opening 200 feet in width, with a narrow boat-passage between 
basaltic rocks of not more than 15 feet in width opening into a small 
basin. 

The crater rim of this island is thin, giving a bowl-like interior, whicU 
is one of the most picturesque of land scenes. 
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Upon a slightly elevated banch is the village. The Interior of the 
island is exceedingly fertile, with an abundance of fresh water. The 
island belongs to Manono. In time of war the former sends its non- 
combatants to this island-fortress, which could be defended by a few 
women against any native force. Savaii, about four miles west of Apo- 
lima, is the largest island of the group, and less is known of it by for- 
eigners than of any of the others. In approaching it it has a dome-like 
appearance from all quarters, though, like Upolu, the south side is more 
precipitous than the north, the water-shed, consequently, much more 
limited. 

TTnlike Tutuila and Upolu, the mountain-range is not crowned by 
cones 5 has fewer precipices or abrupt declivities, the general ascent 
ftom the water on the northwest and east gradual, the extreme altitude 
nearly 5,000 feet ; the forests of greater extent than those of UpOlu, but 
the stretches of level or table land far inferior y streams not so gener- 
ally interspersed throughout, two-thirds of the island east not having 
a single perennial stream, the natives being compelled to use brackish 
water percolating through the sands at low tide from Asouou the north 
round the western end of the island, and as far east on the south shore 
as Salailua. This fact evidently influenced Wilkes in the statement 
that there was a want of fresh water on Savaii. On the contrary, the two 
largest streamsin Samoa are on the eastern part of Savaii, one emptying 
into a small bay near Tu Fee, falling over a perpendicular lava-wall into 
the bay. This stream I followed a number of miles into the interior 
during* the dry season, and found the volume of water nearly double 
that of the stream at Apia, Upolu. 

Another stream equal to that of Apia debouches into the bay of Sal- 
upaitea near Palouli, for several miles running through a level streteh 
of country.' The bays into which these streams flow have a reef across 
the entrance, rendering the passage for boats very dangerous, and the 
lagoon waters being shallow may account for the omission alluded to on 
the part of an officer who was generally so precise. 

At Matautu there is an open bay of consiilerable extent, with reefs 
upon either side, the opening broad and deep, the anchorage good, and 
for four-fifths of the year would be secure, at all times safe against the 
prevailing trades, but in a norther a vessel, however w^U found in 
ground-tackle, would be driven ashore, as it would be nearly impossible 
to reach the open sea. 

At Asan, twenty miles east of Matautu, is a broad,' deep bay, front- 
ing four miles of the coast from Asou to Fagaso, with an average width 
of over one mile, with considerable depth of water, the entire inner 
waters protected by a lateral reef of great width and generally exposed 
at low tide; this is at all times a sea barrier, though the extent of the 
bay gives room for a considerable swell. There are three openings or 
breaches through this reef, neither sufficiently large for vessels, though 
the eastern passage at little expense could be sufficiently enlarged for 
all practical purposes. 

Excepting these, there is not a bay or lagoon on the island that any 
craft other than a whale-boat or native canoe can find shelter in. 

The north side of the island is fronted by an outlying coral reef, at 
places high lava banks projecting, broken and lashed by the waves. 

Upon the northwest coast, four miles from the extreme western end 
of the island is the largest village in Samoa, Falealupo, situated upon 
a sandy plains- The white-sand beach is protected by low coral-reefs, 
with narrow boat passages. The village is located in a deep cocoa-nut 
grove. This is one of the most important stations of the London Mis- 
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siouary Society, with a capacious churcb, school-houses, and quite an 
imposing missionary dwelling-houee. The district is in charge of Rev. 
Dr. Davis. Four miles west, and near Tufxi^ a broken lava point 
stretches into the ocean ; this is the extreme leeward end of Savaii and 
Samoa, in latitude 13° 31' south, longitude 172^ 48' west, the Hades of 
the Samoans, where the spirits of the dead precipitate themselves into 
the boiling caverns amid the sea- washed rocks. 

The country across the point from Falealupo to Neiafu, on the south 
coast, is gently rolling, heavily timbered in most places, some clearings 
and many groves of bread-fruit. 

In this section of country tobacco and ava are quite extensively cul- 
tivated. 

The south shore is a bold sea-front, with long, narrow lava flats and 
vertical sea- walls, or high plateaus, the only approach to the village* 
being through narrow passages in the basalt-rock. These openings^ 
are dangerous to any but native crafts and crews. The shore-line ia 
almost a continuous village; a pathway connecting them is paved with 
smooth jstones, the building of which the natives have no tradition of. 

Many of the villages are perched high on the plateaus overlooking 
the ocean, the inhabitants being better skilled in wood-craft, if possible, 
than in the management of the canoe. 

While the mountains rise rapidly from the south coast, yet they are 
nowhere inaccessible, with few deep ravines and no naked cliffs. The 
general aspect is more inviting than that of the south side of Upolu. 

Satupaitea^ a large village on the bay of the same name, is a station 
of the Wesleyan society, represented by Eev. Mr. Wallace. Here the 
mountains recede, leaving a large extent of nearly level country, ex- 
ceedingly rich in soil and heavily timbered. 

From Agonoa to Saleaula^ comprising the eastern end of the island,. 
and looking toward Manono and Upolu,- the country is uninviting. 

In many places the table lands are naked lava, with a bold, iron- 
bound coast. 

SaleauUij upon the northeastern part of the island, is fronted by a 
sand-beach three miles east of the Bay of Matautu, the back country 
nearly level for several miles, covered with a dense forest. Under this^ 
tract of land is the system of caves before me ioned. From the vil- 
lage across the lowlands runs one of the ancient Savaii roads, the^ 
whole built of heavy stones filled between with broken stones and 
earth, the surface smooth and dry and from 10 to 15 feet in width. 

Saleaula is the present residence of Eev. George Brown, senior Wes- 
leyan missionary in the group, and Wesleyan bishop of Polynesia. 
With him I went round Savaii in open boats, made many land-journeys 
between points and across the island. To this most excellent gentleman. 
I am indebted for much information as well as courtesy. 

Savaii, unlike Upolu, is not divided into great districts, but is gov- 
erned by petty chiefs of villages. 

The northern portion of the island is called La Itutane^ (the male or 
warrior side,) the south side La Itu Fa hine^ (woman side,) always art 
ally of Manono. 

Accompanying document marked O is a list of the names of villages, 
while maps enlarged from Wilkes's surveys give the location of each 
village. 

From data at hand topographical maps upon a large scale could be 
prepared at the Coast-Survey Office and lithographed. 

Paintings in water-colors with coast-lines are truthful, but especial 
attention has been given by the artist to the Bay of Pago Pago. 

S. Ex. 45 3 
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To present a minute and faithful physical description of the islands, 
an exhibition of their commercial status and relations, an exact and in- 
telligible statement of their crude and incoherent political system, with 
a somewhat full account of the social, domestic, and religious charac- 
teristics of the people, with the few facilities at hand for such a work, 
I have found to involve no small amount of time, care, and labor. But 
I have done the best possible under the circumstances, reserving the 
history of my business and official intercourse with the natives until 
after 1 had given such a view of Samoa. 

On Thursday mornhig, August 17, anchored in the harbor of Pago 
Pago, with Pago Pago liag and our ensign flying. In a few minutes our 
vessel was crowded with natives, among them one who could speak a 
little English, John Sine, an intelligent but knavish fellow, really the 
hereditary chief of the bay, educated by liev. Dr. Powell. 

The following day I dispatched a boat to the village of Pago Pago, at 
the head of the bay, with a message to Mauga, the chief. At 3 o'clock 
he received me in the town-house; his wife, a young daughter, a 
sub-chief, the interpreter, and my artist present. 1 found him tilled with 
an exaggerated view of his importance, position, and security. 

Pointing to the flag flying in front of his house he said that he con- 
trolled the region about him, and that he was secVre in the protection 
of *' Amerika." I told him that I had come from America to visit the 
island and learn all that was possible of Samoa — that there was a 
kindly feeling upon the part of our great Government toward his peo- 
ple. 

The following day, Mauga, with wife and child, dined with me in the 
cabin of the Fanny, the decks befng tilled with natives. The chief's 
family were in European clothes and exhibited no Jittle dignity and pro- 
priety. Mauga, however, soon developed a characteristic disposition 
for gain, asking for pilotage and harbor-dues. In this I foresaw trouble 
to himself and people and appointed the next day for a council at his 
house, with the pilot and some of his chiefs, when I read a printed copy 
of the harbor-regulations made for him by Commodore E. W. Meade. 
These regulations provided for harbor-commissioners, consisting of 
Mauga, the agent of the Australian Steamship Company, and a foreign 
consul ; this commission to fix rates. There being no agent of said 
company or foreign consul in the bay, and Mauga not fairly comprehend- 
ing such a paper, was apt to exercise arbitrary rule, claiming United 
States protection or even authority. 

I entered the harbor without pilot, the pilot living some miles distant, 
upon the island of Anuu, and found that the buoy which Commodore 
Meade had put upon Whale Kock was gone, and no facilities provided 
for water. 

I made an appendix to the harbor-regulations, and secured the official 
indorsement of the English consul at Apia ; (see accompanying docu- 
ments, mark L 1 and L 2 ;) and that he might the better understand, I 
paid the pilot full charges and the harbor-dues at the rates mentioned 
in the appendix, taking receipts and leaving him blank forms of receipts. 

I also had a metal seal made for him, receiving from him a pledge 
that he would buoy the harbor, and open a boat-passage at the upper 
end of the bay to the small stream, thus giving facilities for ships in the 
harbor to take fresh water as compensation for harbor-dues. These 
l)romises were not fulfilled, and in a short time after my departure he 
seized a boat belonging to the English schooner Dauntless, demanding 
an unlawful sum of money as harbor-dues, which was paid. The cap- 
tain made complaint to the English consul at Apia, and a heavy 
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fine would have beea imposed, but on my personal intercession, Mr. 
Williams remitted the fine, and I refunded to the captain the money 
paid over, 3 cents per ton. I did this to get a practical recognition 
of Commodore Meade's action. Whatever may be the avarice and igno- 
rance of Manga or his farcical Estimate of the importance to himself of 
Commodore Meade's treaty, yet that treaty and the harbor-regulations, 
with the intelligent and dignified action of this oflScer, gave to the United 
States a powerful influence, made a lodgment among a people without 
a fixed government, attracted and attached all the natives to us, and 
compelled upon the part of foreigners a tacit acknowledgment of the 
priority of America in its right to treat with the Samoans. 

At Pago Pago I was not long in discovering that Manga was not an 
hereditary chief — that the chiefs upon the leeward end of the island 
were more important, and that Mauga's petty tyranny within a year 
was making his people restive ; that the imposition of fines was mainly 
to secure to himself the money penalty, as well as being a willful perver- 
sion of the treaty and harbor- regulations. 

In Pago Pago I first learned of the virtues and Christian attributes of 
the natives. Coins, jewelry, knives, and other things might be upon 
the deck of our vessel, hundreds of natives might come and go, yet no 
article of value would be touched. 

On Sunday the villages were singularly quiet. I therefore established 
a rigid discipline on board the vessel, having a motley crew ; Scotch cap- 
tain, mate a Swede, the sailors Eussians, Finns, and Swedes, and the 
artist a Bostonian. 

On Sunday work ceased, the crew, well dressed, went to church, 
and throughout my intercourse with the natives and missionaries, the 
sailors preserved a commendable decorum, on Sundays attending church 
and observing religious fonns at household prayers. 

On August 15th I left Pago Pago for Apia, Upolu, landedat Anuu, 
where I explored the island and had a long interview with Fanmuina, 
the chief, who expressed his dislike of Maugaas well as his earnest hope 
that Samoa would establish a government; or that the United States 
would take them under her wing. He was a mild, quiet, and intelligent 
man, halving the interests and happiness of his people at heart. Leav- 
ing Anuu, and passing through the channel, we rounded the eastern 
X>oint of Tutuila, stopped at points on the north coast, and arrived at 
Apia on the 17th. From this port I made most of my journeys and 
explorations in open boats and by land travel with natives and mis- 
8ionarie8. 

Mr. Coe, the American commercial agent, was absent upon a visit to 
San Francisco. I sought Mr. Williams, the English consul, whom I 
found to be an intelligent gentleman, the son of the martyr missionary, 
and born in Samoa, created a chief by the natives, and endeared to them ; 
a mild, just man, and thoroughly conversant with their language, having 
the welfare of the people at heart. I briefly stated the object of my 
visit and my desires, to which he lent his hearty co-operation. I found 
that the great chiefs of Upolu, Manono, and Savaii were congregated 
together at Mulinuu, below the town, for the purpose of making laws 
and establishing a stable government for the whole group. 

On the moniing of the 19th, by appointment, I met the assembled 
chiefs at the house of Mr. Collie, Mr. Williams acting interpreter. 
Mach time was occupied in the interchange of compliments, when I 
told them that the purpose of my mission was to gather information of 
the islands, and their inhabitants ; that I was not clothed with diplo- 
matic power to treat with them ; that I had come from a great nation 
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in a small iiuarmed vessel ; that my desire was to meet and confer with 
them; that I was accredited to Samoa and the Samoaus, not to 
the white foreign residents; that I was aware of the fact that they now 
felt keenly the trausfer of lands to tiie whites which was the result of 
their own tribal feuds, and the advautnge taken of their necessities ; 
and that the prime minister of America had instructed me to advise 
the natives against the sale of land to foreigners. I assured them of 
the kindly feeling of pur Government, and the interest taken in them ; 
and that in my journeyiugs I should mingle with them, shrinking from no 
hardships, and would ever be earnest in my eflbrts to learn with and 
from them. 

At this council were grave and dignified chiefs, who, a few months 
before, were enemies in war. From that day till the hour of my depart- 
ure from the islands the chieftains would seek me, asking advice, and 
detailing their plans for the creation of government and establishment 
of laws. 

For the first time they felt they had met a white man other than mis- 
sionaries, who advised them against the sale of their land and mingled 
freely with them without sinister motives. The feeling became diftused 
throughout the islands and the " Alie Amerika" came to be known as- 
their friend. Pages of specific instructions could not have evinced 
greater forethought or accomplished more by the Secretary of State, 
than the one sentence, '^ advise the natives against the sale of property.'' 
It was at once a pathway to their confidence. 

1 found in Pago-Pago and Apia the representatives of the ^'Poly- 
nesian Land Company." Of the originators of this scheme of specula- 
tion in these islands, I know but little, and that little not creditable to 
their antecedents nor their more recent acts in connection with it. 

The San Francisco stockholders and one James McKee, of Sandwich 
Islands, are certainly innocent and highly respectable gentlemen, whose 
money has been squandered and their reputation stained by adventurers^ 
representing them on the islands. Trading-posts were established by the 
company at Pago-Pago .and Apia, and large tracts of land purchased from 
the natives during the war, arms and ammunition given to the belliger- 
ents in trade for valuable property, — a far off cousin giving^a deed, for 
land belonging to the family with whom he was at war; contracts were 
made for tmmense tracts of land at nominal prices, a paltry sum in guns 
and powder and lead being paid as a bonus, the remainder to be paid in 
twx) years. 

Happily this period has elapsed, the money not paid, and the contracts 
consequently lapsed. 

The native combatants came to realize that they were the objects of 
common plunder, and made peace with each pther. 

After my conference, the whites sent me an address, accompanying 
document marked G 1, an answer to which I delayed until just previous 
to my final departure. (Document marked C 2.) 

The foreign residents repeatedly called on me to know what would be 
my advice to the natives with regard to land-sales. I could not but tell 
them thati thought the Samoans had been imposedupou, but that land- 
titles must be a matter for future investigation by recognized and legal 
tribunals, and that I could not assume to arbitrate upon any specific 
question. 

1 found myself in an anomalous position, and determined to avoid 
issues, but adhere to the natives. 

On the 23d August 1 received a message from the chiefs, asking "a talk^^ 
on the following day, and met them again on the morning of the 24:th» 
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There was a large number of prominent chiefd| H^i^^?^ 1 1^ 

ment's " talking man/' Prime Minister Tupai, of Al ^ ^uoubts 

address, recapitniating the history of the war, i .2 .2 »**®^?® 

for the permanent peace, commenting upon the li -g ^%^^^' 

helpless position if foreigners should unjustly deil ^ *r5 +^ S V 

glish or German war- vessel should come to collec> 
earnest prayer that " Amerika" would extend its pr< 
instruct them in lawmaking. 

Tupai was followed by Saga , a chief of Liulemoeg^ 
gray-haired man, who, upon the part of Samoa^ pre ^ ,n/-iimme" gov- 
ernment ^' staff '^ and " fly-flap,'' representing the unity of all their people, 
saying that they sent them to "Amerika" as pledges of their desire to be 
ruled by that great Government ; that these were the recognized symbols 
of the people and their language ; that the great chiefs in council had 
determined upon this, and there was a dissenting voice in Upolu, Manono, 
and Savaii ; also that in one week every Samoan would know that the 
emblems of their nationality had passed into the hands of " Amerika." 
These emblems I bring to Washington. 1 received them as a custodian 
of the Government ; told the chiefs that my labors among them had just 
begun ; that I would traverse the island, and visit Manono at once. 
They assured me of their aid, but wished me to be present at Mulinuu at 
the great ^^Fono^ on the 27th, that was an occasion of great i-ejoicing — 
it was peace for Savaii. 

The Atua, Manono, and Savaii chiefs and warriors at Mulinuu (Tuam- 
asaga ground) were to be fed and entertained by the Tuamasaga and 
Aana people. The guests were seated in a large, deep circle, with an 
opening toward Apia. Soon the long files of the Tuamasaga began to 
approach through the cocoa-nut groves, singing Christian hymns, the 
warriors in gorgeous head-dress of blonde human hair, preceded by a 
"talking man,'^ who assigned them places; these were followed by 
others bearing live and roasted pigs and poultry ; then followed deep 
lines of young girls chanting, all in native dress of *'flne mats'' and 
" siapo," with wreathes and flowers in their hair, each bearing fruit, 
yams, and taro. 

It seemed as though the whole population had poured out. Provi- 
sions in great piles surrounded them : speeches were made, and peace 
reigned in Samoa. 

On the 28th I went to Manono in open boat, with Rev. George 
Brpwn and natives ; had a long conference with the chiefs — Leiataua ; 
addressed the natives in church, and rendered myself generally familiar 
with the people ; visited Apolima, and found the same uniform dispo- 
sition of the natives, all subservient to the action of their great chiefs. 

On the 1st of September, returned to Apia, where I made journeys to 
the east and into the interior. 

On the 5th sailed for Savaii, landed at Matautu, and walked to Saleaulo, 
Mr. Brown's residence, where I made headquarters for several days. 

On the lOtli went in open boat to Asau, after having sent my vessel 
back to Apia and Pago-Pago, with instructions to meet me at Satupai- 
tea, on the south shore, about the 22d. 

I went round the island, penetrated into the interior ; met the people 
and chiefs in church, in school, and in couycil. 

Here I found the natives more primitive, but all Christians, hospita- 
ble, and unanimous in their desire for a stable government. 

After spending nearly one month in Savaii, I returned to Apia, taking 
some of the chiefs with me. 

On the night of the 28th I met the native teachers of Rev. Dr. Tarner'a 
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in a smiijilxa Masaga) at his house, where I had a very protracted in- 
them j^with thera, and from whom I learned much of the social relations 
the^rejudices of the Samoans. 

i(^had lived in the houses of the teachers in Savaii, but still I had but 
m imperfect conception of the pride of caste among the great families 
of Upolu. 

These teachers of Dr. Turner asked an interview, because they had 
learned of my intercourse with their brother teachers in Savaii. I begged 
that they would talk unreservedly ; said that I had come to see all 
classes of the people, and was equally interested in all. 

With no little shame they told me of the inferior position which they 
held; that the great chiefs would seldom send their children to school 
to them, and, though protected by law, they were common people. 

I parted from them promising to speak to the chiefs in their favor. 
This I did at the next council. 

The missionaries predicted an utter failure upon my part in this direc- 
tion. I approached the question at once in council; informed the 
assembled chiefs that I had spent hours with these teachers; that 
I deprecated the pride which prevented chiefs from recognizing them ; 
that the time would come when these people, who were intelligent and 
honest, would exercise an important influence in their country, and that 
they were the educators of their children. I pictured America where 
all people were equal under the law, and goodness and merit gave dis- 
tinction. 

Without awaiting an answer I asked them for an evidence of their 
esteem and trust in myself; and then I wanted the great chiefs to meet 
and shake hands with the teachers. They did it, and assured me that 
they " had turned their backs upon the past." 

The feeling and gratitude of the teachers is evinced in their note to 
me with presents. (Document marked H 1.) 

At this time the government was busily engaged in forming a code 
of laws, gathering their information from the Huahine laws of Tahiti 
and Tonga, and adapting them to their own necessities. They were 
presented to me in a crude form, when I called the English, acting 
American, and German consuls together ; also the Protestant and 
Eoman Catholic missionaries; and, after consultation, the la^s were 
modified and returned to the chiefs, In this I had no little cffmculty, 
as the German consul and other white residents had been purchasers 
of land, and demanded that all past land-sales should be ratified by the- 
government, debarring future investigation. This was too palpably 
unjust ; and, coming from a consciousness of non validity of title, I could 
not accede to it. 

Crude and perhaps ineffective as are these laws, yet they are a step 
in the right direction and evince the desire of the people. Copies of 
constitution and laws are among accompanying documents, marked lil 
and G. 

On the 2d day of October the Samoan flag was raised at Mulinuu and 
officially recognized by foreign consuls. The flag-staff was in front of 
the government house, the chiefs and people making a circle around 
the staff'. 

At 2 o'clock p. m., Pati^li, the Tui Masaga^ magistrate for Apia, 
raised the flag; a few iron guns saluted it, and the national ensigns 
upon the shipping in the harbor and at the consular residences were 
flying. With the missionaries and foreign representatives on either 
hand I saluted the flag and addressed the people. Previous to this 
ceremony, I was much concerned to know what would be the action of 
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the Germau consul. While our relations were of the most agreeable 
character, yet, knowing his control of a great monopoly, I had doubts 
about his recognition of the Saraoan government and their laws ; hence 
I was more than gratified to have him present and all his vessels dis- 
playing national bunting. I felt that I was not only eminently success- 
ful, but that every element was harmonized. 

On the following day, with Eev. Dr. Turner, I visited Malietoa, two 
miles above Apia, where he is living in retirement with his aunt, Pato- 
ciuo, (Emma.) He is a young mau, educated by the missionaries, pre- 
ferring retirement to politics, ambition, and strife — his great name a 
sure protection. 

He expressed his great joy that peace had come, and laws were cre- 
ated for his people; he was earnest in his desires for American juris- 
diction ; he knew much of our country, our civil war, the freedoui of the 
negroes, and our paternal care of the Indians. 

He and Emma accepted an invitation to dine with me on the following 
day. Knowing that this would be the subject of general comment 
among the chiefs and the heads of the government, I sent for Tupai, told 
him of my visit to Malietoa, and requested that he would visit me the next 
day. I assured him that it was a compliment to all Samoans to visit 
their greatest chief; that jealousies must cease, and Samoa would be 
blessed ; and that I wished to be the first person to tell the Atua chiefs 
of my visit to Malietoa. 

Tupai appreciated this, but said it would also be politic t(S make a 
special call upon the Atua chiefs. This I was pleased to do, and we fixed 
upon the second day after at the Atua headquarters iu Matautu, he 
promising to send to Atua for the principal chiefs. 

On the 4th, Malietoa, his wife, and Emma were received on board the 
Fanny, with Kev. George A. Turner, and spent two hours, parting with 
interchanges of feeling expressions : Malietoa saying he would send me 
a letter for the President of the United States. (Accompanying document 
marked E.) 

On the morning of the 5th I went to the Atua house and found a 
number of the chiefs present with Tupai. Much of the day was agree- 
ably spent with them. I found that petty jealousy was rapidly melting 
away, and prejudice yielding to an earnest desire for peace, laws, gov- 
ernment, and the aid of America. Atua had anticipated this meeting. 
At home they had held councils and finally concluded to present to me 
the great sacred mat of Tui Atua, a piece of cloth held in great reverence 
by them, older than their history, known to most of the other islanders of 
the Pacific, having the power of life and death, and which would ransom 
their nation. Within the mat is its history and description written by 
themselves and translated. With much ceremony it wfis presented by 
Tupai in a lengthy address. I placed it upon my head (Samoan eti- 
quette) and made answer to them. This was followed by an unreserved 
*^ talk^ in which I gained no little information. 

They expressed their gratification that I did not fly the Pago Pago 
flag out of that bay, saying that it was well known to all Samoans that 
Atua owned the island of Tutuila, and in the government, Atua spoke 
forTutuila. I explained that I carried the Pago-Pago flag from respect 
to a local chief, but particularly as a recognition of the acts of a great and 
wise naval commander of the United States. Here, as everywhere, I 
found hostility to Manga, though the great respect of the people for 
America prevented any interference with him. They were particularly 
concerned for my safety, having this mat and going to Pago Pago, and 
wished to send even one Atua chief with me, which would be ampl^ 
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protection; but this I declioed, and counseled a more enlightened 
policy, and advised that they send a deputa^on to Tutuila, with invita- 
tions to send their best Q;en to the government house at Mulinuu. 
This thej" had agreed upon, and expressed great good feeling toward 
Tuiteli, Sateli, and Le Tuli, chiefs of the western end of Tutuila ; Leatn, 
of the eastern end of the island, being an Atua chief, and present. It 
was useless to discuss Mauga with them. I parted with Atua as from 
an old friend, and shall ever revert to this meeting with pleasurable 
feelings. On the 6th, accompanied by the foreign consular boats, with 
^ags flying, I went to Mulinuu for a final interview with the representa- 
tives of Samoa, the "Taimua and Pule," the government. The great 
chiefs were also present. An armed guard surrounded the house. The 
Protestant and Boman Catholic missionaries were present, who had 
never before mingled in politics. The two religious sects had never 
before met. The constitution of Samoa, which no white man had seen, 
was for the first time read, a copy of which, with the laws, was handed 
me, with translation appended. The laws, after the Samoans had re- 
modified them, were read, and criticisms invited from the whites. It 
was a trying time. The natives had made great sacrifices, destroyed 
traditions and time-honored customs, and made heavy penalties for 
transgression of the laws, these applicable to themselves ; only hence 
they looked to me for indorsement of laws wherein these might be in 
conflict with the whites. When section eight, **iaw for selliug laud,'' 
was read, it was at once opposed by the German consul and agent of 
Ooddefray & Co., and our acting commercial agent, Mr. Hamilton. 
They wished a clause inserted which would forever debar investigation 
into past land-sales, and that the titles be ratified. The missionaries, 
ever looking to the interests of the people, but timid in their intercourse 
with the whites, dreaded a serious disagreement. I at once insisted 
that the law should be accepted, and opposed addition or modification; 
and was compelled to say to Mr. Hamilton that he was ''creating un- 
pleasant conclusions in my mind.'' This was the single extra-official 
and arbitrary act upon my part during my intercourse with the Samo- 
ans. There was, however, an oral agreement that past land-sales 
should remain in statu quo, for, say, one year, when an enlightened board 
of commissioners might adjudicate upon them. Thereafter the meeting 
was harmonious. 

1 read my address — the translation read by Rev. George A. Turner. 
(Accompanying document marked D 2.) 

The government secretary read the letter of -the *'Taimua and Pule" 
to the President of the United States, which, with translation, was 
handed to me. (Accompanying document D 1.) I told the government 
officials and chiefs that I had no power to treat with them; tbat my 
instructions were to gather facts and report the same, and that this I 
hoped faithfully to do, but that I had no pledges upon the part of my 
Government to make; and our meeting ended. 

The following morning, October 7, I sailed from Apia homeward- 
bound, having received letters from Rev. George A. Turner, marked 1 1; 
from Rev. S. J. Whitmer, president, and Rev. G. A. Turner, secretary 
of the London Missionary Society, marked I 2; from tL. Elloy, Roman 
Catholic bishop, marked I 3; from Rev. George Brown, Wesleyan, 
marked I 4. 

On the 8th, landed at Leone Tutuila, sending vessel to Pago Pago, 
and, with Mr. Meredith, United States vice-commercial agent, (a credit- 
able servant of the Government,) visited Tuiteli and Sateli, with whom 
I'had long interviews. They were waiting to receive the Government 
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emissaries, and expressed their joy at the establishment of a govern- 
ment and assured me of their hearty co-operation. The articles of con- 
federation (document marked K) they had refused to sign, having no 
affinity with Mauga, and were unable to act without the sanction of 
Atna. 

I found these chiefs pnident, sensible men, with whom I spent some 
time, and, leaving them, visited the different villages en route to Pago- 
Pago on foot. The following night, at a late hour, reached the bay, 
and found Manga on board ray vessel awaiting me, and unable to con- 
trol his anxiety to know of my intercourse with the Tutuila chiefs at the 
seaward end of the island. I could get from him no satisfactory^ expla- 
nation of his outrage upon the English schooner Dauntless, but he was 
profuse in his apologies. He bad not buoyed the harbor nor opened 
the boat-passage for water. He begged that I would do this work for 
him. Finally, with the pilot, we arranged for this work, and there is a 
reasonable hope that it will be done. 

The object of Mauga's patient waiting was a desire to see the " Atua 
mat," to which I could not accede. Our friendly relations, however, 
were not disturbed. The following day I met Manga and some of his 
council ; gave them a history of the government at Muliuuu, and the 
desire lor unity and concord among all Samoans. 

With these people I found the same desire for peace and hopes of the 
future, but all talk drifted to one point, a determination to see the 
" Atua mat." I tried to convince them that I had no right to exhibit 
it. I read my address to Manga, (document marked A 2,) and received 
bis letter to the President, (document marked A 1.) After the exchange 
of a few presents and a general hand-shaking, we parted with kindly- 
feelings. 

The next morning weighed anchor, and sailed for Manua ; landed on 
the 12th at the village of Tau-Manua, where I found the teacher could 
speak English, and with him met Tui-Manua that day. 

I found the king to be a blind old man of eighty or more years, his 
hair long and white as snow. His people stood around, their faces ex- 
pressive of awe and pity. But few white people come to Manua, except 
the missionaries, and they only at long intervals. The natives were so 
thoroughly Christianized, the little island so isolated and being without 
a harbor, xhat they Were secure in their faith. The old king had kept 
himself Informed of all matters in the large islands, and welcomed me 
with sincere pleasure. For an hour he held both of my hands, talked 
to me of government, of law, of peace, Christianity, and his love for the 
Samoan people. Even this exertion was rapidly exhausting him, and I 
bade him farewell. In an hour he sent me the *'Tui Manua mat," The 
next day I left Manna and Samoa. The Samoan government consists of 
the "Taimua and Pule,'' the former comprising seven chiefs, not among 
the greatest, but known for their ability; the "Pule,'' four chiefs of 
higher grade, who crown the edifice. The Taimua and Pule appoint 
legal magistrates for districts from among the people over whom they 
are to have jurisdiction. 

The government is to be sustained by a percapita tax. With their 
resources this will be tritiing, and cheerfully paid. But they know 
nothing of finances, or the art of government; in theory they may dis- 
play some wisdom, but they must fail in practice. They fully realize 
that some government must aid them. 

With a population about one-third less than the Hawaiian Islands, 
vastly greater natural resources, and amiable and tractable ])eople, and 
upon the track of a growing trade between English-speaking people, 
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Samoa, under guidance and protection, would develop and concentrate 
a great trade. To the touch of industry, its harbors would be busy- 
marts, its timber utilized, and its valleys and mountain-slopes teeming 
with native products. 

Without needless amplification or argument I have, in this paper, 
endeavored faithfully to picture Samoa; and now 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 

United States Special Agent, 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington^ 7>. C. 
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[Inclosur*' A l.J 

Pa(jo-PaG(), August 15, 1873. 
To Hiti Excdlencif the President of the United States : 

May it please your excelleocy* to receive greetings from a native chieftuiu whose 
people are few, and whose resources are less. 

We have come to know your exceUency as a great chief, over many chiefs and over 
a great people. Your people have met us as friends. They have come among as 
friends, bringing greetings from their great chief, and our hearts are warm with 
friendship. 

At our, home (Pago-Pago) we are Christian, worshipping your God. The good teach> 
ers have taught us to be honest, observe your doctrine, and maintain the faith. 



s. 



"v 
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We know that you are a great people, with maDy ships and many warriors, biTJ;^*?®* 
you are all united in peace ; that you cultivate the soil, build great houses, makegX^' 
roads, and talk to each other through the air. We want the same, and pray for txi~ 
aid. protection, and friendship of the President of the United States. 

Your men-of-war and your people^s vessels have come into our harbor. We have 
made agreements with them, and your flag is joined to ours. We gave to you ex- 
clusive right tt) our harbor, and we want you to use it. 

We are poor, but we are happy in our peaceful island. Our Samoan brethren iu 
the other islands are divided, and their hands raised against each other. We all 
want peace ; we want unity and laws, and beg you to come and instruct us in concord 
and law-making, extending to us the protection of your excellency's great Government." 

This will ever be the prayer of the Samoan people. 

I send kindly words of greeting, and extend mv hand to your excellency. 

MAUGA, 
Chief of Fago-Pago. 

I hereby certify that I have duly attached the original and translation, and also that 
it be a true and correct translation of same. 

T. MEREDITH, 
United States Vice- Commercial Agent. 



[Inclosure A 2.) 

Pago-Pago, August 10, 1873. 
To the Great Chief of Pago-Pago j greeting : 

I have come over many miles of land and water from the* great chief of the United 
States of America to ofler you a friendly hand in the name of Our people. 

Commander Meade, with one of our great war-ships, has made fb treaty with yon, 
and you have given ^s the right to your beautiful harbor. Commander Meade also 
made for you a flag and hoisted our own, believing that at no distant day your harbor 
would aflbrd refage to our vessels, and create such general commerce and commercial 
relations as would more nearly bring the Samoan and the American into close relation 
and bonds of fellowship. 

I have come among you to explore your islands, look at the rich and varied vegeta- 
tion, know of your manners and customs, meet your great chiefs, see the evidences of 
your Christianity, and learn of your desire for closer connection and intercouree with 
the white man. I shall carry home to our great chief a truthful picture in my mind of 
yonr beautiful bay, your fertile lands, soft climate, and the fruits and vegetables which 
the good God has given you without asking and without labor. 

Nothing that I have seen among you has impressed me more, or will better please 
onr Great Chief, than the Christian character of the people you rule over. The good 
missionaries have brought to you the word of the true God, and you have takeu it to 
your hearts. I will tell my chief of your faith and honesty ; how my ship has been 
tilled with Samoans, (men, women, and children,) onr valuable articles spread about, 
and not even a nail missing; how, when your Sunday comes, all is quiet and each Sa- 
moan goes to the house of God ; but I will be more happy to tell of the virtue of your 
women. 

With a heart full of feeling, great chief, for you and for your people, I must tell 
you of things which you do not do. Your lands are not tilled, your people do not work, 
the art of industry is not fixed among j'ou, and your people are not clothed. In our 
country we till the soil, our great fields are spread everywhere, families labor together^ 
aod our nakedness is covered. 

Your people are not afraid of work ; your young men are brave and active ; they 
have gone with me through the bush, and climbed to the top of high mountains ; they 
have paddled my canoe when our white people would sicken. 

Your religion teaches you industry as well as devotion ; yonr people love you and 
you can do much for them ; my Government and people will not forget you iu your 
eflforts. 

I have been in Upolu, among your brethren, and there find them poorer than you 
ftre ; and not so steadfast in their goodness. This 'has come from war, where chiefs 
and families have engaged in ugly strife, and a beautiful country is suft'ering for want 
of unity, concord, and law. I find in Apia that the white people are your friends, and 
■that the great chiefs want peace and will begin to adopt laws. I have tried to aid 
them, and will do more before I leave you. 

In our country we Lave many tribes of natives, but they are not so peaceable or 
honeBt as yourselves ; only a few are Christians ; but it is cold in winter, the earth, 
gives them* but little, (you have everything,) but my Government gives them lands. 
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^3»l^ ^ clothing^, and provisions, and make laws for them. Some tribes 

^ '^ ? Lb^ ^^ ^^^y have made farms, built churches and school-houses, and 

Seople do not want yonr lands ; we want to aid you. ' My Great 
yon not to sell your lands " to individual foreigners ; " when 
»8e your mother who maintains you, and who will always sup- 
kve in our talks cautioned you so much that you will believe in 
you. 
.v^alations made for you by Commander Meade, he did not provide 
for absence of harbor commissioner, or fix regular harbor dues. This I have done 
for you, making the amount three cents per ton. I have paid you this small sum to es- 
tablish the precedent, but you cannot expect to collect dues from vessels unless you 
stake and buoy your harbor. I have instructed you in this, and your pilot will bring 
back the chain given by Commander Meade to fasten the big buoy in place. 

Now, great chief, in saying farewell, I will again express my hopes for the welfare 
of your people, and prayers for your life and happiness. 
I am, trulv, your friend, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



•I«*V J«Mtt W* 



[Inclosure B 1.] 

Apia, August 19, 1873. 
To the great Sarnoan chiefs and rulers j greeting : 

T have come from the Great Chief of the United States to visit your islands, see your 
people, and talk to your high chiefs. I bring from a great government greeting and 
kindly words of fellowship. 

I know you will have a great meeting to-morrow, and I send to ask if some of yon 
will meet me at the consulate, or appoint a day aud pLace when I shall come among you. 
I salute you in the name of our people and Great Chief. 
Fraternally, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



[Inclosure B 2.| 



Government House of Samoa, 

August 21. 1873. 
To the chief from the American Government : 

This letter is from the government of Samoa to your excellency. 

In answer to your letter expressiog your wish to confer with some of the chiefs and 
rnlers, we will now appoint chiefs and rulers to wait on you on Mouday, at 9 o'clock. 

And again, let us meet at Mr. Collies's house; and we wish you to ask Mr. WiUiams 
to be our interpreter in the Samoan and English languages. 

That is all. May we all have God's blessing. 

We are the rulers and chiefs of the Samoan government. 

This letter was written on the 22d, and received on the evening of the same day. 



[Inclofliire CI.] 

Navigator's Islands, 

Apia, August 19, 1873. 

Sir: On the assumption that ydu have been delegated by the Presidentof the United 
States of America to visit these islands in answer to a petition signed in April, 1872, 
by a large and influential majority of high chiefs and rulers, praying that the protec- 
tion of the United States of America be extended to this group of islands, we, the 
undersigned foreigners, residents in these islands, holding as. we do a majority of in- 
terests, and deprecating the prolonged and the ever-recurring civil wars, subversive 
alike of morality and religion, and seriously impeding the material advancement of 
this valuable group, approach you with the expression of our hope that the prayer of 
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the natives may be granted by the President and Government of the United States. 
On onr own behalf and on behalf of the petitioners we respectfully/ request your fa- 
vorable consideration of the prayer of the petition. Since the cessation of late hostil- 
ities, attempts have been made by the chiefs of the two opposite factions to frame a 
code of laws. Although deeply sensible of the importance to themselves, and well 
aware that wholesome laws will tend to the proa;ressive improvement of their country, 
the natives have found themselves nneqnal to the performance of legislative duties in 
framing such a code of laws as will prevent civil strife and of involving them in trouble 
with foreign powers. It is not incompatible with the welfare oi both races that 
whites and natives shonld live side by side and in amity with each other ; but to con- 
fluce to and insure this desirable and practicable end it is necessary .that a sound code 
of laws should be established for the government of natives and whites irrespective 
of rank or condition of both races. Humbly praying that it may be consistent with 
your high duties to give the spirit of our request your favorable consideration and fur- 
ther the attainment of our object, 

We have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servants, 

[Here follows a number of signatures.] 
Colonel Steinberger, 

United States Commissioner, 



[Inclosnre C2.] 

Apia, Samoa, October G, 1873. 

Gentlemen : I have read with more than ordinary interest the document bearing 
your signatures of August 19. 

I have delayed a specilic answer until such time as nrght enable me to see Samoa 
and the Samoans. 

Now, upon the eve of my departure, I am proud to say that I have learned no little 
of the character of the Samoans. I have traversed the islands, seen their internal and 
domestic homes and relations. I have read their laws, which you yourselves have 
pronounced correct in intention, and modified after the Samoans have submitted them 
to you. 

You, gentlemen, nursed in religion and civilization, will appreciate that an aboriginal 
people, struggling for light and prone by habit to make no distinction in their inter- 
course with the whites, will have many difficulties io overcome. Charity and the bet- 
ter elements of manhood will prompt you to give to them the aid and comfort which 
your civilization and knowledge of law and its observance suggest. 

I am deeply sensible of the necessity for law and an established government npon 
these islands. I regard it as being necessary for the salvation of the Samoans that 
some government extend to them power and protection. My feelings and sentiments 
are the more enlisted from association with the natives, on observance of their simpli- 
city, their honest intention, and .the deep religious sentiment which absorbs them ; in 
this I recognize the great labors of the missionaries, their devotion and their sacrifices, 
and the earnest devotedness of the natives to their teachings. For this let us thank th& 
good God. 

Your petition I will present to our Government of the United States. I will carry 
with uie your hopes; your prayer will be in my mind and heart. 

I leave you and Samoa with regret, with all charity and love, and thank.God for the 
great unity of sentiment pervading all races and color in these islands. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 

Messrs. Williams, Collie, Turner, Deane, Barnard, Parker, Blackwood, and 
others, Apia, Samoa. 



[Inclosaro D 1. — Translation.] 

The House of the Government of Samoa, 

at Mulinuu, October 3, 1873. 
To the rrincipal Chief of the American Government : 

This is onr letter to your excellency. 

We are the rulers of the government of Samoa. We send d great deal of love to your 
excellency. 

Although we are not acquainted with one another, and have not met face to face^ 
nor talked with one another since the world was created, yet we write this letter in 
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erder that we may meet with one auotber, because, tlioagh we arc very far apart, atill 
we shall meet for the first time aud talk with one another at the hour on which you 
receive this letter and look at it. 

Now, we are going to make known some facts to your excellency. Formerly there 
was war in this our land of Samoa. It was very bad indeed, and people were all of dif- 
ferent minds at that time. Now it has been brought to an end. The chiefs and rulers 
of Samoa are all of one mind, and laws have been set up for the government of Samoa. 
The harmony and the laws were established on the 1st of May, 1873. We also set u|) 
a flag as a symbol of the government of Samoa on the 2d October, 1873. 

And yet, notwithstanding that we have set up laws for the government of Samoa, 
it is as though the body is whole, but it is only lying on the ground ; it has no living 
breath in it. As is the story in the Bible : God made man, then the body was whole, 
but it was only a Ij'ing down, there was no living health in it. Then God breathed 
iuto it, and that is the cause of its moving about and being alive. In the same way 
Samoa and the laws are the person. We are exceedingly desirous that you should 
breathe into Samoa. Be pleased to bring your wisdom, and the goodness and beauty 
of the American Government to teach our government, and to aid Samoa in the mat- 
ter of laws. 

We have shown the details of our government to the chief that came from the Ameri- 
can Government, Colonel Steinberger. He will let your excellency and the American 
Government know all about it. 

We also know the object for which he was appointed, and the reason for which be 
came to Samoa ; that is, thh union between the government of Samoa and America. 
We very much desire that affair to be confirmed. 

Chief, we are now going to make known to you our wish. Our desire is very exceed- 
ingly great indeed that that chief, Colonel Steinberger, return to Samoa, because we 
have become acquainted with him during the short time he has been in Samoa. And 
another reason for this desire is that we know well the peacefuluess aud the amiability 
of that gentleman is truly marvelous. 

Be pleased not to delay an answer to this our desire which we are presenting to 
your excellency. 

That is all. May your excellency have health and strength, aud may the American 
Government be blessed. 

We are the chiefs and rulers of the government of Samoa. 

[Here follow signatures.] 

United States Commercial Agency. 

Jjfia, October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a tnie and correct translation 
of the herewith-attached writing in the Samoan language. 

[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United St<i1es rice'Commercial Agent. 



[Inclosura D2.] 



To the Samoan chiefs now at Jpia^ Octohei^ 1, 1H73, greeting : 

When I came among you I had nothing but my own discernmeut to guide me ; my own 
countrymen I do not consult. I have sought your friends, we have met, aud our meet- 
ings have been friendly. I come with greeting, and the earnest friendship of our peo- 
ple and my Great Chief. 

I have spoken the views of my chiefs. I have counseled yon as to your iuterestp, 
advised you against the sale of lands, deprecated recognition of liquor- ihox^s, aud tola 
you of the industry of our people. 

I have found you to be a brave, earnest, and honest people ; you tell me that you are 
a simple people, and that you believe in my people, and hope for guidance from them. 
I will carry this in my heart and my mind ; my Great Chief shall see you all through 
me. 

I have the old symbolical evidences of your sincerity and esteem ; I know how to 
cherish them ; they shall occupy a permanent place in the great building of our chiefs. 
Your children shall look upon them, and return with pride to you. 

I pray for your peaceable maintenance of laws, the cultivation of friendly relations 
with your white brethren, and a reli|?iou8 observance of such co»ect attributes as will 
best secure your freedom and integrity. 

My people are powerful j you are few, but you are great in all the good which a kind 
God has given to you. 

I have read yonr lawp, advised with the representatives of other governments and 
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white residents. There seems to be accord aud intelligent friendship ; preserve this 
and you will be jusfc and prosperous, 

I meet you, the government, (Taimua,) to-day, when you will formally accept the 
laws, promulgate them among yourselves, and then begin your re-creation. 

Your flag is the emblem of your unity and the earnest of your good intentions ; it 
speaks a language to you ; be trujB to it. I have saluted it. Now, the maintenance of 
yonr body politic is in your hands. 

I have the letter of the government of Samoa (Taimua) to his Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which I will in person present. 

With these kindly expressions of high hopes for your government and people, I bid 
yon farewell, with God's blessing and hopes to meet you again. 

You mav be certain of the fraternal love of your friend and servant, 

A. B. STKINBERGER, 
United States S2)ecia1 Commissityner to Samoa. 



[ I n el OB ure E . — Tra iisla tiou . 1 

Hoi>K OF Malietoa, 
MoaloOj October 4, 1873. 

Chief: This is my letter of love to you, the Chief who rules America. I am very 
much pleased with regard to the union between our governments. My desire is that 
good arise for this laod. Now, this is my opinion aud my wish, be pleased to ap- 
point for us the chief. Colonel Steinberger. 
It is very proper for that chief to come.here, to make things straight in this land. 
That is all niy letter. May God grant you health and strength. 
I am, 

MALIETOA, 
Zaupe2)a. 



[Inclosure F.] 



The foundation of the government of Samoa was laid in Muliuuu, August 21, Jl. D. 
1873. 

^ The origin of the government is by the action of the chiefs and rulers of Samoa or 
Taimua and Pule, and dates from Muliuuu, on the 21st of August, 1873. 

We give thanks to God for the peace and good- will that we are enjoying, and the 
unity that enables us to choose chiefs and rulers for the secure establishment of the 
Samoan government. 

Being now exempt from the wars that formerly desolated our islands, we create these 
laws in the hope that peace will continue, an4 Samoa be blessed among the nations of 
the earth, for God has made us of one blood, that we may live together on the face of 
the earth in ono mind and in good fellowship. 

Each one shall be free, and shall be at liberty to come and go as he wishes, and to act 
accordlDg to bis own views as long as they are in unison with the laws which are cre- 
ated for his benefit, and which, if he breaks, he must be judged. 

The government is organized for the protection of the rights of every one, and to 
allow no interference of one with the rights of another. The execution of the laws 
will operate alike upon all, chiefs, rulers, and common people; all will be judged alike 
if they violate the law. 

1. The entire Samoan government is based on Taimua and Pule. 

2. We have chosen from 'among them seven chiefs and rulers, to be at the head of 
our government, and to rule one year each. 

3. These seven chiefs are to be the highest rulers and judges, and shall have the 
power to decide all questions, aud make treaties and agreements with foreign powers, 
and to receive embassadors and commissioners from them. 

4. If any serious trouble occurs in any part of Samoa, the seven chosen chiefs and 
rulers shall adjust and settle it. 

5. It shall be the duty of these chiefs to construct such laws as shall be for the best 
interests of the whole Samoan people. 

n. The duty of the Taimua shall be to enforce the laws upon chiefs and people alike ; 
also to respect all treaties made with foreign powers. The Taimua has the privilege 
of opening a council, and, in case of violent discussion or high words, shall have power 
to close the council. 

8. The council of seven chiefs shall have one name, the Taimufl. 
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9. All Samoans innst show proper respect and deference to the Taimua^ as thoy are 
the chief rulers in Samoa. 

10. The government can choose four rulers from among the people, who by their wis- 
dom and intelligence will form the pillars of the edifice of government, and aid the 
Talmua by their superior judgment, and will also see that the laws are executed. They 
will be called governors, and their duties will be to oversee the work of the judges, the 
scribes, and all the government work of Samoa. 

DUTIES OF JUD(;ES. 

1. No person is to be fined without first being tried and found guilty. 

2. All courts that are held shall have jurors. 

3. No person shall be tried twice for the same offense. 

4. No relative of any person accused shall be qualified to act as judge or juror in his 
case. If any one has cause of complaint against another, he must first tell it to the 
oflQcer in court, who will acquaint the judge. 

TAKIJS'G OATHS. 

1. I, the Taimua, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Sauioa,^ 
and to exercise our rule according to law. 

2. We, the rulers, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Samoa> 
and to maintain it acccording to the laws, and not to bring disgrace upon it by our 
conduct. 

3. There shall be no interference with the religion of any one, but each person shall 
be free to worship as he pleases. 

4. The foundation of the government commences to-day, and will remain until 
changed by the Taimua and the rulers. 

5. If any rulers wish any change in the laws, they must first notify the council, and, 
at the end of six months, a meeting may be called to discuss the question of such 
changes. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

That the government appoint judges in each district to have jurisdiction in such 
district for all cases except murder, rebellion, treason, or privy conspiracy. 

United States Commercial Agency, 
Jpitty Xavigaior^s Islands, October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a true and correct translation 
of Ae herewith-attached writing in the Samoan language. 

[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vice-Commercial JgenU 



[Inclosure G.] 
SAMOAN LAWS. 

(JOVKKNMENT HOUSE OF SAMOA AT MULINUU. . 

[These laws were written August 21, 1873.] 
I. — Law of murder, 

1. Murder is forbidden. Whoever kills another person maliciously shall be put to 
death by hanging, and that in secret or within prison- walls. 

2. Manslaughter. — Any person committing manslaughter shall be tried by jury ; and, 
if proved guilty, shall be punished with imprisonment aud hard labor, according to the 
discretion of the judge. 

3. Whoever shall urge a man to kill another, and he does kill, both the instigator 
and the murderer shall be put to death, (as per clause 1.) 

II. — Law for theft. 

1. Any one found guilty of theft shall be fined according to the nature of the offense^ 
by imprisonment and hard labor on the roads, besides returning the value of the arti- 
cles stolen. 

2. The faa aiga is forbidden ; no one is to take anything the property of another be- 
cause he is one of the family without asking for it ; but should any persist in taking 
away the property of another because he is one of the family, the party guilty of this, 
deed shall be treated as a thief, judged, and punished as above. 
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3. Whosoever shall steal the property of another person and go and sell it to another, 
the purchaser knowing it to be stolen, bat still persists in baying it, then both shall be 
punished according to the punishment of a thief, (as per claase 1.) 

4. Any person finding property of another that has been lost, shall give such prop- 
erty in char£:e of the judge of the district in which snch property is found, and the 
said judge shall put out notice publicly, and upon identification of property by the 
rightful owner it shall be given up to such owner. 

III. — Law concerning marriage. 

1. This is a contract between man and woman that they shall be one till death part 
them. 

2. People wishing to marry shall first go to thd judge w^ho is named by the Samoan. 
government to register their names, but if they first go to a missionary or teacher, and 
the missionary or teacher marries them without bting right (tonu) with the judge, 
that marriage shall not be allowed, and missionary or teacher shall be find $25. 

3. When any two, man and wife, are married, the family have no further control over 
thera, for they are one. Whatsoever they receive at the marriage belongs to them ; it 
shall not be divided among the family ; it is their own property. 

4. There shall be no divorce or separation ; once married they shall live together till 
parted by death. 

5. Any party found guilty of elopement shall be punished by hard labor two years 
on the roads. 

6. All who are married shall be registered in the registry office. And fee for mar- 
riages shall be $1.50 fur each party, to be given to the judge. 

7. Polygamy is strictly forbidden ; parties found guilty shall be punished with hard 
labor on the roads for two years, and the man to pay a fine of $100. 

8. There shall be no toga taken for elopements, according to heathen custom, but if 
the parties are duly registered, then it shall be optional with the family to give pres- 
ents, also at births ; no toga unless the family choose to give any presents. 

IV. — Laio for adultery, 

1. Any person convicted of adultery shall be punished by hard labor on the roads for 
four years. 

2. Any man or woman who have lived and are at present living as man and wife, 
shall from this day be looked upon the same as if a ceremony had been performed. 

V. — Law for perjury and false accusation, 

1. Any one found guilty of perjury and false accusation shall be tried and punished 
according to the nature of the offense by fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VI. — Latv for slander, 

1. WTiosoever shall be found guilty of bad language or slander shall be punished by 
tine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VII. — Law for rebellion, 

1. Any land ox people rebelling against the Samoan government shall be driven off 
their lands, and they shall never return ; they shall die away, and their property be con- 
fiscated to the government. 

VIII. — Law for selling lands, 

1. Any one desirous of selling his land must report to the governor, and, if he has a 
good right to sell, the government shall register such sale, and it shall be considered 
good. 

• IX. — Law for tattooing, 

1. Tattooing is strictly forbidden in Samoa. There shall be no man tattooed in Sa- 
moa; it causes great evils in these islands. Any man guilty of breaking this law shall 
he fined $100 and two years' hard work on the roads. 

2. People from other lands breaking this law shall be fined $200 and two years' hard 
"Work on the roads. 

* 3. The tattooer shall be fined $100 for each person he tattoos, and hard work on the 
roads for two years, and his tattooing instruments seized and his property confiscated 
to government, except house and subsistence for family, ^ 

X. — Law for government officers, 

1. No judge, policeman, secretary, or ruler shall drink spirits to intoxication, or use 
bad language in the public roads 't in the presence of the people ; if any one is 
charged with this offense he shall be tried, and, if found guilty, shall forfeit his office 
and be fined $25. 

8. Ex. 45 4 ' 
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XI. — Law for the Sabbath-day, 

1. The Sabbath is Bacred ; do work shall be done on the Sabbath-day, except work 
of mercy, or any who are in distress. Any one violating the sacredness of the 
Sabbath by noises, quarreling, shall be tried and fined $4. 

2. No liqnor to be sold or furnished at all on Sunday ; any person found gnilty shall 
be fined (100. 

3. Any person found drunk and noisy shall be fined at the discretion of the Judge. 

XII. — Law regarding four-footed animals, 

1. Any four-footed animal trespassing into the plantation of any one, the fence being 
good, then the owner of the plantation may secure the animal, and report to the owner 
of the animal and seek for damages, but if he recuses to pay them it is to be reported 
to the police, who will inform the judge, who will try the case. 

2. It is strictly prohibited the loosing of a horse »r cattle, or cutting of their ropes ; 
any one found guilty of this offense shall be punished by hard labor on the road. 

3. It IS strictly forbidden to tie any animal upon the laud of another person without 
first obtaining permission. Punishment tor such offeijse, a fine at the discretion of the 
judge. 

XIII. — Law regarding trespass, 

1. No person shall trespass upon the property of another to take his fruits, or vege- 
tables, or live stock, or to work upon or appropriate such lands to his own benefit. 
Ajoy one violating this law shall be fined and put to hard labor on the roads. 

XrV. — Laws regarding assault, 

1. Any person provoking a quarrel or striking another without provocation, with his 
fist, or piece of wood, or anything else, and the party struck bearing it patiently, not 
requiting the evil, it is just that he be tried and punished at the discretion of the 
judge. 

XV.— Zatu regarding weapons or arms, 

1. No person bhall carry arms of any description for the purpose of offense, or defense 
or intimidation. 

XVI. — Law regarding persons helping others fined or punished. 

It is strictly forbidden an^ one helping a person who has been found guilty of vio- 
lating the laws; those helping shall be put to hard labor in proportion to fine at the 
discretion of the judge, and the party helped shall pay double the amount of the fine.. 

XVII. — Law regarding people who do not send their children to school, 

1, If any do not send their children to school, they shall be tried ; if guilty, they shall 
be fined. 

XVIII. — Law regarding public roads, 

1. All lands shall keep the public roads in repairs. Police shall attend to or watch 
ihe public roads. No racing of horses or any noises to be made in the public roads. 
No filth to be left on the roads by Samoans or foreiguers. 

XIX. — Lauf^ respecting great journeying parties, 

1. It is strictly forbidden the entertaining of large parties journeying publicly. Any 
parties journeying way go and take up their quarters where they choose; it is not 
compulsory for the families where they stay to entertain them. 

2. All parties journeying on account of government shall be well entertained by the 
chiefs and rulers of lands in Samoa. « 

XX. — Law regarding dances, 

1. Night dances according to the old Sanioan or heathen custom, that is, dancing 
partly naked, quite naked, and comniittiug indecencies, are strictly ft)rbidden. Any one 
proven guilty of breaking this law shall pay a fine of ^100 and shall be made to work 
six mouths on the road. 

XXI. — Law regarding vessels, 

1. No captain or master of a vessel shall take away a Samoan without a written per- 
mission oi the governor or ruler of Samoa; then he may go. Any captain or master of 
vessel, or crew, willfully breaking this law shall pay a fiue of $100 to the government. 

2. Any Samoan desirous of going away in a vessel must first obtain the consent of 
the governor or judge ; then he may go ; if not he cannot go on any consideration. 

3. Any vessel having any contagions or infectious diseases on board shall nut be 
brou«;Lt into harbor, but shall hoist a yellow fiag at the foremast-head and stand off 
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and on while the pilot communicates with the consul of the country to which the 
vessel belongs. 

4. Any one deserting from his vessel, the consnl will report it to the judge, who will 
send and seek after the deserter, ard if caught on this side the island, $10 ; if caught 
on the opposite side of the island, $20; if canght at Atua, Aaua, or Savaii, $25; if 
caught after the vessel has sailed, he must pay $10. If he has no money he must labor 
for the government. 

5. If any person in Samoa shall secrete a deserter from a vessel in port he shall pay 
a fine of $25. If he persists in secreting deserters his fine shall be increased at the dis- 
cretion of the judge. 

XXII. — Law regulating trading, 

I 

1. There shall be no restriction upon trade ; it shall be left entirely to the option of 
the person, the value or price he may put upon his own goods, but all agreements 
Bhall be fully enforced. Any one violating his agreement shall be tried and fi.ned ac- 
conling to the nature of the agreement he violates. 

2. Any one not paying his debts, and the injured party seeking redress, it shall be 
inquired into, and if it is decided to pay, and payment refused, then such portion of 
the party (not paying) lands or other property shall be sold to cover his debts. 

XXIII.— l^tc regarding weights and measures, 

1. Any person, merchant, or trader altering his weights or measures so that they are 
not just or right with all true weights or measures is a thief, and shall be inquired 
into ; and if it is proved that he has altered his weights and measures, he or they shall 
be fined for each offense $100. 

XXIV. — Law regarding money not full value, 

1. No person, merchant, or trader shall in anywise give money of not full value to 
any one in payment for any produce. Any one found guilty of this offense shall be pun- 
ished as a thief; not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

2. And the same with any Samoan deceiving or perpetrating any fraud in trade ; he 
shall be fined as above — not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

XXV.— Xaw of revenue, 

1. As a revenue for the Samoan government, exclusive of fines, and for the support 
of judges, magistrates, and their ofiScers and courts, there shall be a per capita tax of $1 
each for each male citizen grown, and half a dollar for each imported male laborer. 

2. The government shall appoint special tax commissioner, who shall collect the tax 
and pay the money into the treasury^ 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Apia, Navigator Islands, October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 21 [25] laws written in English is a true and cor- 
rect translation of the herewith attached 21 [25] laws written in the Samoan language. 
[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vioe-Commeroial Agent. 



[Inclosare H 1. — Translation.] 

Apia, October 1, A, D, 1873. 

We here are the teachers of the district of Dr. Turner, jr. ^Te ha ve prepared a 
present, the occasion of which is our joy in that we met with^^^^^««itim,^hief on 
the night on which he addressed us words of warning and ei 
the work of God. The chief was sent indeed on the message 
America to the chiefs and rulers of Samoa, but notwithstan< 
scended to address words of love t-o us teachers, and we have 
as an expression of our joy respecting him and his good wordi 

Present, — Taro, 155 ; bunches of bananas, 6 ; fowls, 15 ; pia gP*o h 

mats, 2 ; fans, 6 ; combs, 4 ; tattooing instrument, 2 ; bouito I B § ^ h^ 

oan,) 1; spear, (Samoan,) 1 ; Samoan basket, 1; Ava bowl,/ § £. B^ l 

cinet, (specimen,) 1. j '='(^^fiioa, 

;fe!'ch or a 
in Samoa 
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clothing, and provisions, and make laws fortliem. Some tribes 
It they have made farms, built churches and school-houses, and 
ihern. 

►eople do not want your lands ; we want to aid you. " My Great 

|e yon not to sell your lands " to individual foreigners ; " when 

bse your mother who maintains you, and who will always sup- 

Hive in our talks cautioned you so much that you will believe lu 

you. 

*« t,^y^ ^u.^sMs,^ M.s,^tUAtion8 made for you by Commander Meade, he did not provide 
for absence of harbor commissioner, or fix regular harbor dues. This I have done 
for you, making the amount three cent-s per ton. I have paid you this small sum to es- 
tablish the precedent, but you cannot expect to collect dues from vessels unless you 
stake and buoy your harbor. I have instructed you in this, and your pilot will bring 
back the chain given by Commander Meade to fasten the big buoy in place. 

Now, great chief, in saying farewell, I will again express my hopes for the welfare 
of your people, and prayers for your life and happiness. 
I am, truly, your friend, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 



[Inclosure B 1.] 

Apia, August 19, 1873. 
To the great Samoan chiefs and rulers j greeting : 

I have come from the Great Chief of the United States to visit your islands, see your 
people, and talk to your high chiefs. I bring from a great government greeting and 
kindly words of fellowship. 

I know you will have a great meeting to-morrow, and I send to ask if some of you 
will meet me at the consulate, or appoint a day and place when I shall come among you. 
I salute you in the name of our people and Great Chief. 
Fraternally, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



[Inclosure B 2.| 



Government House of Samoa, 

August 21. 167 X 
To the chief from the American Government : 

This letter is from the government of Samoa to your excellency. 

In answer to your letter expressing your wish to confer with some of the chiefs and 
rulers, we will now appoint chiefs and rulers to wait on you on Monday, at 9 o'clock. 

And again, let ns meet at Mr. Collies's house ; and we wish you to ask Mr. Williams 
to be our interpreter in the Samoan and English languages. 

That is all. May we all have God's blessing. 

We are the rulers and chiefs of the Samoan government. 

This letter was written on the 2*2d, and received on the evening of the same day. 



[Inclosure C l.J 

Navigator's Islands, 

Apia, August 19, 1873. 

Sir: On the assumption that ydu have been delegated by the President of the United 
States of America to visit these* islands in answer to a petition signed in April, 1872, 
by a large and influential majority of high chiefs and rulers, praying that the protec- 
tion of the United States of America be extended to this group of islands, we, the 
undersigned foreigners, residents in these islands, holding as. we do a majority of in- 
terests, and deprecating the prolonged and the ever-recurring civil wars, subversive 
alike of morality and religion, and seriously impeding the material advancement of 
this valuable group, approach you with the expression of our hope that the prayer of 
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the natives may be granted by the President and Government of the United States* 
On our own behalf and on behalf of the petitioners we respectfully/ request your fa- 
vorable consideration of the prayer of the petition. Since the cessation of late hostil- 
ities, attempts have been made by the chiefs of the two opposite factions to frame a 
code of laws. Although deeply sensible of the importance to themselves, and well 
aware that wholesome laws will tend to the progressive improvement of their country, 
the natives have found themselves unequal to the performance of legislative duties m 
framing such a code of laws as will prevent civil strife and of involving them in trouble 
with foreign powers. It is not incompatible with the welfare of both races that 
whites and natives shonld live side by side and in amity with each other ; but to con- 
flnoe to and insure this desirable and practicable end it is necessary .that a sound code 
of laws should be established for the government of natives and whites irrespective 
of rank or condition of both races. Humbly praying that it may be consistent with 
your high duties to give the spirit of our request your favorable consideration and fur- 
ther the attainment of our object. 

We have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servants, 

, [Here follows a number of signatures.] 
Colonel Steinberger, 

United States Commissioner. 



[Inclosure C2.] 

AriA, Samoa, October 6, 1873. 

Gentlemen : I have read with more than ordinary interest the document bearing- 
yonr signatures of August 19. 

I have delayed a specific answer until such time as m^ght enable me to see Samoa 
and the Samoans. 

Now, upon the eve of my departure, I am proud to say that I have learned no little 
of the character of the Samoans. I have traversed the islands, seen their internal and 
domestic homes and relations. I have read their laws, which you yourselves have 
pronounced correct in intention, and modified after the Samoans have submitted them 
to you. 

You, gentlemen, nursed in religion and civilization, will appreciate that an aboriginal 
people, struggling for light and prone by habit to make no distinction in their inter- 
course with the whites, will have many difficulties to overcome. Charity and the bet- 
ter elements of manhood will prompt you to give to them the aid and comfort which 
your civilization and knowledge of law and its observarwje suggest. 

I am deeply sensible of the necessity for law and an established government upon 
these islands. I regard it as being necessary for the salvation of the Samoans that 
some government extend to tbem power and protection. My feelings and sentiments 
are the more enlisted from association with the natives, on observance of their simpli- 
city, their honest intention, and .the deep religious sentiment which absorbs them ; in 
this I recognize the great labors of the missionaries, their devotion and their sacrifices, 
and the earnest devotedness of the natives to their teachings. For this let us thank the 
good God. 

Your petition I will present to our Government of the United States. I will carry 
with me your hopes; your prayer will be in my mind and heart. 

I leave you and Samoa with regret, with all charity and love, and thank^God for the 
great unity of sentiment pervading all races and color in these islands. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, vour very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 

Messrs. Williams, Collie, Turner, Deane, Barnard, Parker, Blackwood, and 
others, Jpia, Samoa. 



[Inclosure D 1. — Translation.] 

The House of the Government of Samoa, 

at Malinuuy October 3, 1873. 
To the Principal Chief of the American Government: 

This is our letter to your excellency. 

We are the rulers of the government of Samoa. We send ^ great deal of love to your 
excellency. 

Although we are not acquainted with one another, and have not met face to face^ 
nor talked with one another since the world was created, yet we write this letter in 
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erder that we may meet with one auother, because, thoup^h we are very far apart, still 
we shall meet fur the first time and talk with one another at the hour on which you 
receive this letter and look at it. 

Now, we are going to make known some facts to your excellency. Formerly there 
was war in this our land of Samoa. It was very bad indeed, and people were all of dif- 
ferent minds at that time. Now it has been brought to an end. The chiefs and rulers 
of Samoa are all of one mind, and laws have been set up for the government of Samoa. 
The harmony and the laws were established on the 1st of May, 1873. We also set ui> 
a flag as a symbol of the government of Samoa on the 2d October, 1873. 

And yet, notwithstanding that we have set up laws for the government of Samoa, 
it is as though the body is whole, but it is only lying on the ground ; it has no living 
breath in it. As is the story in the Bible : God made man, then the body was whole, 
but it was only a Ijing down, there was no living health in it. Then God breathed 
into it, and that is the cause of its moving about and being alive. In the same way 
Samoa and the laws are the person. We are exceedingly desirous that you should 
breathe into Samoa. Be pleased to bring your wisdom, and the goodness and beauty 
of the American Government to teach our government, and to aid Samoa in the mat- 
ter of laws. 

We have shown the details of our government to the chief that came from the Ameri- 
can Government, Colonel Steinberger. He will let your excellencj* and the American 
Government know all about it. 

We also know the object for which he was appointed, and the reason for which he 
came to Samoa ; that is, ihh union between the government of Samoa and America. 
We very much desire that affair to be confirmed. 

Chief, we are now going to make known to you our wish. Our desire is very exceed- 
ingly great indeed that that chief. Colonel Steinberger, return to Samoa, because we 
have become acquainted with him during the short time he has been in Samoa. And 
another reason for this desire is that we know well the peacefulness and the amiability 
of that gentleman is truly marvelous. 

Be pleased not to delay an answer to this our des're which we are presenting to 
your excellency. 

That is all. May your excellency have health and strength, and may the American 
Government be blessed. 

We are the chiefs and rulers of the government of Samoa. 

[Here follow signatures.] 

United States Commercial Agency. 

Jpia, October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a true and correct translation 
of the herewith-attached writing in the Samoan language. 

[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United St<iies Vice'Commercial Agent, 



[Inclosnra D2.] 



To the Samoan chiefs now at Jpia^ October 1, 1873, greeting : 

When I came among you I had nothing but my own discernment to guide me ; my own 
countrymen f do not consult. I have sought your friends, we have met, and our meet- 
ings have been friendly. I come with greeting, and the earnest friendship of our peo- 
ple and my Great Chief. 

I have spoken the views of my chiefs. I have counseled you as to your interest?, 
advised you against the sale of lands, deprecated recognition'of liquor- ihops, and tola 
you of the industry of our people. 

I have found you to be a brave, earnest, and honest people ; you tell me that you are 
a simple people, and that you believe in my people, and hope for guidance from them. 
I will carry this in my heart and my mind ; my Great Chief shall see you all through 
me. 

I have the old symbolical evidences of your sincerity and esteem ; I know how to 
cherish them ; they shall occupy a permanent place in the great building of our chiefs. 
Your children shall look upon them, and return with pride to you. 

I pray for your peaceable maintenance of laws, the cultivation of friendly relations 
with your white brethren, and a religious observance of such co*ect attributes as will 
best secure your freedom and integrity. 

My people are powerful ; you are few, but you are great in all the good which a kind 
God has given to you. 

I have read your lawp, advised with the representatives of other governments and 
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white residents. There seems to be accord and intelligent friendship ; preserve this 
and jou will be just and prosperous. 

I meet you, the government, (Tairaua,) to-day, when you will formally accept the 
laws, promulgate them among yourselves, and then begin your re-creation. 

Your flag is the emblem of your unity and the earnest of your good intentions ; it 
speaks a language to you ; be trujB to it. I have saluted it. Now, the maintenance of 
your body politic is in your hands. 

I have the letter of the government of Samoa (Taimua) to his Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which I will in person present. 

With these kindly expressions of high hopes for your government and people, I bid 
yon farewell, with God's blessing and hopes to meet you again. 

You may be certain of the fraternal love of your friend and servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Sjyecial Commissimier to Samoa. 



[luclosure E.— Translation.! 

HoubE OF Malietoa^ 
Moatoa, Octobei' 4, 1873. 

Chikf : This is my letter of love to you, the Chief who rules America. I am very 
much pleased with regard to the union between our governments. Mj^ desire is that 
good arise for this laod. Now, this is my opinion and my wish, be pleased to ap- 
point for us the chief. Colonel Steinberger. 
It is very proper for that chief to come .here, to make things straight in this land. 
That is all my letter. May God grant you health and strength. 
I am, 

MALIETOA, 
Zanpepa. 



[Inclosure F.] 



The foundation of the government of Samoa was laid in Mulinuu, August 21, Jl. D. 
187o. 

»• The origin of the government is by the action of the chiefs and rulers of Samoa or 
Taimua and Pule, and dates from Mulinuu, on the 21st of August, 1873. 

We give thanks to God for the peace and good-will that we are enjoying, and the 
unity that enables us to choose chiefs and rulers for the secure establishment of the 
Samoan government. 

Being now exempt from the wars that formerly desolated our islands, we create these 
laws in the hope that peace will continue, an|l Samoa be blessed among the nations of 
the earth, for God ha3 made us of one blood, that we may live together on the face of 
the earth in one mind and in good fellowship. 

Each one shall be free, and shall be at liberty to come and go as he wishes, and to act 
according to his own views as long as they are in unison with the laws which are cre- 
ated for his benefit, and which, if he breaks, he must be judged. 

The government is organized for the protection of the rights of every one, and to 
allow no interference of one with the rights of another. The execution of the laws 
will operate alike upon all, chiefs, rulers, and common people; all will be judged alike 
if they violate the law. 

1. The entire Samoan government is based on Taimua and Pule. 

2. We have chosen from * among them seven chiefs and rulers, to be at the head of 
our government, and to rule one year each. 

3. These seven chiefs are to be the highest rulers and judges, and shall have the 
power to decide all questions, and make treaties and agreements with foreign powers, 
and to receive embassadors and commissioners from them. 

4. If any serious trouble occurs in any part of Samoa, the seven chosen chiefs and 
rulers shall adjust and settle it. 

5. It shall be the duty of these chiefs to construct such laws as shall be for the best 
interests of the whole Samoan people. 

0, The duty of the Taimua shall be to enforce the laws upon chiefs and people alike ; 
also to respect all treaties made with foreign powers. The Taimua has the privilege 
of opening a council, and, in case of violent discussion or high words, shall have power 
to close the council. 

8. The council of seven chiefs shall have one name, the Taimu«9. 
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9. All Sanioaus must show proper respect and deference to the Taimua, as they are 
the chief rulers in Samoa. 

10. The government can choose four rulers from among the people, who by their wis- 
dom and intelligence will form the pillars of the editice of government, and aid the 
Taimua by their superior judgment, and will also see that the laws are executed. They 
will be called governors, and their duties will be to oversee the work of the judges, the 
scribes, and all the government work of Samoa. 

DUTIES OF JUD*iES. 

1. No person is to be fined without first being tried and found guilty. 

2. All courts that are held shall have jurors. 

3. No person shall be tried twice for the same off'ense. 

4. No relative of any person accused shall be qualified to act as judge or juror in his- 
case. If any one has cause of complaint against another, he must first tell it to the 
officer in court, who will acquaint the judge. 

TAKING OATHS. 

1. I, the Taimua, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Samoa^ 
and to exercise our rule according to law. 

2. We, the rulers, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Samoa^ 
and to maintain it acccording to the laws, and not to bring disgrace upon it by our 
conduct. 

3. There shall be no interference with the religion of any one, but each person shall 
be free to worship as he pleases. 

4. The foundation of the government commences to-day, and will remain until 
changed by the Taimua and the rulers. 

5. If any rulers wish any change in the laws, they must first notify the council, and, 
at the end of six months, a meeting may be called to discuss the question of such 
changes. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITl'TION. 

That the government appoint judges in each district to have jurisdiction in such 
district for all cases except murder, rebellion, treason, or privy conspiracy. 

United States Commercial Agency, 
Jpia, Xavigator^s IslandSf October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a true and correct translation 
of Aie herewith-attached writing in the Samoan language. 

[seal.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vice- Commercial Agent. 



[InclosnreG.] 
SAMOAN LAWS. 

GOVKRXMEXT HOUSE OF SAMOA AT MULINUU. 

[These laws were written August 21, 1S73.] 
I. — Laxc of murder, 

1. Murder is forbidden. Whoever kills another person maliciously shall be put to 
death by hanging, and that in secret or within prisou-walls. 

2. Manslaughter. — Any person committing manslaughter shall be tried by jury ; and, 
if proved guilty, shall be punished with imprisonment and hard labor, according to the 
discretion of the judge. 

3. Whoever shall urge a man to kill another, and he does kill, both the instigator 
and the murderer shall be put to death, (as per clause 1.) 

II. — Law for theft. 

1. Any one found guilty of theft shall be fined according to the nature of the offense, 
by imprisonment and hard labor on the roads, besides returning the value of the arti- 
cles stolen. 

2. The faa aiga is forbidden ; no one is to take anything the property of another bo- 
cause he is one of the family without asking for it ; but should any persist in taking 
away the property of another because he is one of the family, the party guilty of this, 
deed shall be treated as a thief, judged, and punished as above. 
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3. Whosoever shall steal the property of another person and go and sell it to another, 
the purchaser knowing it to be stolen, but still persists in buying it, then both shall be 
punished according to the punishment of a thief, (as per clause 1.) 

4. Any person finding property of another that has been lost, shall give such prop- 
erty in char£:e of the judge of the district in which such property is found, and the 
said judge shall put out notice publicly, and upon ideutiiication of property by the 
rightful owner it shall be given up to such owner. 

III. — Law concerning marriage. 

1. This is a contract between man and woman that they shall be one till death part 
them. 

2. People wishing to marry shall first go to thd judge who is named by the Samoan 
goverument to register their names, but if they firet go to a missionary or teacher, and 
the missionary or teacher marries them without bting right (tonu) with the judge, 
that marriage shall not be allowed, and missionary or teacher shall be find $25. 

3. When any two, man and wife, are married, the family have no further control over 
them, for they are one. Whatsoever they receive at the marriage belongs to them ; it 
shall not be divided among the family ; it is their own property. 

4. There shall be no divorce or separation ; once married they shall live together till 
parted by death. 

5. Any party found guilty of elopement shall be punished by hard labor two years 
on the roads. 

6. All who are married shall be registered in the registry office. And fee for mar- 
riages shall be $1.50 for each party, to be ^iven to the judge. 

7. Polygamy is strictly forbidden ; parties found guilty shall be punished with hard 
labor on the roads for two years, and the man to pay a fine of $100. 

8. There shall be no toga taken for elopements, according to heathen custom, but if 
the parties are duly registered, then it shall be optional with the family to give pres- 
ents, also at births'; no toga unless the family choose to give any presents. 

IV. — Law for adultery. 

1. Any person convicted of adultery shall be punished by hard labor on the roads for 
four years. 

2. Any man or woman who have lived and are at present living as man and wife, 
shall from this day be looked upon the same as if a ceremony had been performed. 

V. — Law for perjury and false accusation. 

1. Any one found guilty of perjury and false accusation shall be tried and punished 
accordiug to the nature of the offense by fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VI. — Law for slander. 

1. Whosoever shall be found guilty of bad language or slander shall be punished by 
tine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VII. — Law for rebellion. 

1. Any land oy people rebelling against the Samoan government shall be driven off 
their lands, and they shall never return ; they shall die away, and their property be con- 
fiscated to the government. 

VIII. — Law for selling lands. 

1. Any one desirous of selling his land must report to the governor, and, if he has a 
good right to sell, the government shall register such sale, and it shall be considered 
good. 

IX. — Law for tattooing. 

1. Tattooing is strictly forbidden in Samoa. There shall be no man tattooed in Sa- 
moa; it causes great evils in these islands. Any man guilty of breaking this law shall 
be tiued $100 and two years' hard work on the roads. 

2. People from other lands breaking this law shall be fined $200 and two years' hard 
work on the roads. 

• 3. The tattooer shall be fined $100 for each person he tattoos, and hard work on the 
loads for two years, and his tattooing instruments seized and his property confiscated 
to government, except house and subsistence for family, 

X. — Law for government officers. 

1. Ko judge, policeman, secretary, or ruler shall drink spirits to intoxication, or use 
bad language in the public roads '^r in the presence of the people ; if any one is 
chtrged with this offense he shall be tried, and, if found guilty, shall forfeit his ofiSce 
and be fined $25. 

S. Ex. 45 4 ' 



1 



50 SAMOA OR navigator's ISLANDS. 

XI. — Law for the Sabhath^day, 

1. The Sabbath is sacred ; do work shall be done on the Sabbath-day, except work 
of mercy, or any who are in distress. Any one violating the sacrednf«s of the 
Sabbath by noises, quarreling, shall be tried and fined $4. 

2. No liqnor to be sold or furnished at all on Snnday ; any person found gnilty shall 
be fined (100. 

3. Any person found drunk and noisy shall be fined at the discretion of the judge. 

'XII. — Law regarding four-footed ^animals, 

1. Any four-footed animal trespassing into the plantation of any one, the fence beinj^ 
good, then the owner of the plantation may secure the animal, and report to the owner 
of the animal and seek for damages, but if he recuses to pay them it is to be reported 
to the police, who will inform the judge, who will try the case. 

2. It is strictly prohibited the loosing of a horse »r cattle, or cutting of their ropes ; 
any one found guilty of this offense shall be punished by hard labor on the road. 

3. It is strictly forbidden to tie any animal upon the laud of another person without 
iirst obtaining permission. Punishment for such offeijse, a fine at the discretion of the 
jadge. 

XIII. — Law regarding trespass, 

1. No person shall trespass upon the property of another to take his fruits, or vege- 
tables, or live stock, or to work upon or appropriate such lands to his own benefit. 
Any one violating this law shall be fined and put to hard labor on the roads. 

XIV. — Laws regarding assault, 

1. Any person provoking a quarrel or striking another without provocation, with his 
fist, or piece of wood, or anything else, and the party struck bearing it patiently, not 
requiting the evil, it is just that he be tried and punished at the discretion of the 
judge, 

XV. — Law regarding weapons or arms, 

1. No person bhall carry arms of any description for the purpose of offense, or defense 
or intimidation. 

XVI. — Law regarding persons helping others fined or punished. 

It is strictly forbidden any one helping a person who has been found guilty of vio- 
lating the laws; those helping shall be put to hard labor in proportion to fine at the 
discretion of the judge, and the party helped shall pay double the amount of the fine. 

XVII. — Law regarding people who do not send their children to school, 

1. If any do not send their children to school, they shall be tried ; if guilty, they shall 
be fined. 

XVIII. — Law regarding public roads, 

1. All lands shall keep the public roads in repairs. Police shall attend to or watch. 
ihe public roads. No racing of horses or any noises to be made in the public roads. 
No filth to be left on the roads by Samoans or foreiguers. 

XIX. — Lauf^ respecting great journeying parties, 

1. It is strictly forbidden the entertaining of large parties journeying publicly. Any 
parties journeying may go and take up their quarters where they choose ; it is not 
compulsory for the families where they stay to entertain them. 

2. All parties journeying on account of government shall be well entertained by the 
chiefs and rulers of lands in Samoa. • 

XX. — Law regarding dances, 

1. Night dances according to the old Sanioan or heathen custom, that is, dancing 
partly naked, quite naked, and comniittiug indecencies, are strictly forbidden. Any one 
proven guilty of breaking this law shall pay a fine of ^100 and shall be made to work 
six mouths on the road. 

XXI. — Law regarding vessels, 

1. No captain or master of a vessel shall take away a Samoan without a written per- 
miiisiou ol the governor or ruler of Samoa; then he may go. Any captain or master of 
vessel, or crew, willi'uDy breaking this law shall pay a fiue of $100 to the government. 

2. Any Samoan desirous of going away in a vessel niiist first obtain the consent o£ 
the governor or judge ; then he may go ; if not he cannot go on any consideration. 

3. Any vessel having any contagious or infectious diseases on board shall not be 
brought into harbor, but Khali hoist a yellow fiag at the foremast-head aud stand ofif 
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and on while the pilot commanicates with the consal of the country to which the 
vessel belongs. 

4. Any one deserting from his vessel, the consnl will report it to the judge, who will 
send and seek after the deserter, ard if caught on this side the island, $10 ; if canght 
on the opposite side of the island, $20; if canght at Atua, Aaua, or Savaii, $25; if 
canght after the vessel has sailed, he must pay $10. If he has no money he must labor 
for the government. 

5. If any person in Samoa shall secrete a deserter from a vessel in port he shall pay 
a fine of $25. If he persists in secreting deserters his fine shall be increased at the dis- 
cretion of the judge. 

XXII.— XflMJ regulating trading. 

• 

1. There shall be no restriction upon trade ; it shall be left entirely to the option of 
the person, the value or price he may put upon his own goods, but all agreements 
shall be fully enforced. Any one violating his agreement shall be tried and fined ac- 
cording to the nature of the agreement be violates. 

2. Any one not paying his debts, and the injured party seeking redress, it shall be 
inquired into, and if it is decided to pay, and payment refused, then such portion of 
the party (not paying) lands or other property shall be sold to cover his debts. 

XXIII.— Xai47 regarding ujeighU and measures. 

1. Any person, merchant, or trader altering his weights or measures so that they are 
not just or right with all true weights or measures is a thief, and shall be inquired p 

into ; and if it is proved that he has altered his weights and measures, he or they shall 
be fined for each offense $100. 

XXIY. — Law regarding money not full value. 

1. No person, merchant, or trader shall in anywise give money of not full value to 
any one in payment for any produce. Any one found guilty of this offense shall be pun- 
ished aa a thief; not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

2. And the same with any Samoan deceiving or perpetrating any fraud in trade ; he 
shall be fined as above — not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

XXV.— Xaw of revenue, 

1. As a revenue for the Samoan government, exclusive of fines, and for the support 
of Judges, magistrates, and their officers and courts, there shall be &per capita tax of $1 
each for each male citizen grown, and half a dollar for each imported male laborer. 

2. The government shall appoint special tax commissioner, who shall collect the tax 
and pay the money into the treasury^ 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Jpia, Navigator Islands, October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 21 [25] laws written in English is a true and cor- 
rect translation of the herewith attached 21 [25] laws written in the Samoan language. 
[seal.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vice-Commercial Agent. 



[Inclosare H 1. — TranalatioD.] 

Apia, October 1, A. D. 1873. 

We here are the teachers of the district of Dr. Turner, jr. We have prepared a 
present, the occasion of which is our joy in that we met with the American chief on 
the night on which he addressed us words of warning and encouragement regarding 
the work of God. The chief was sent indeed on the message of the Qovernment of 
America to the chiefs and rulers of Samoa, but notwithstanding that, he has conde- 
scended to address words of love to us teachers, and we have prepared a small present 
as an expression of our joy respecting him and his good words. 

Present. — Taro, 155 ; bunches of bananas, 6 ; fowls, 15 ; pieces of native cloth, 18 ; 
mats, 2 ; fans, 6 ; combs, 4 ; tattooing instrument, 2 ; bouito fish-hook, 1 ; club, (Sam- 
oan,) 1; spear, (Samoan,) 1; Samoan basket, 1; Ava bowl, (imitation,) 1; baud of 
cinet, (specimen,) 1. 

G. A. TURNER, M. B. 
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[Inclosure H 2.J 

Apia Upolu, October 6, 1873. 

To the ieachere under jurisdiction of Dr, Turner, Paulo, Tuka, Milan, Solomona, EseHelu, 

Fuaolevine, and others : 

Gentlemen and my friends : I am not unmindfal of my most serious interyiew 
with yoarselves ; I see yoa and carrv with me grateful recollections of you all. 

The three-hour Interview which I had with you at the house of your esteemed pastor, 
Dr. Turner, I regard as one of the important events in my intercourse with Samoans. 
It is you (teachers) who will in the days to come give power, prominence, and religion 
to your people. 

I have spoken to your chiefs and rulers about you ; I have used good but strong 
words to them relative to yourselves ; they will heed them. 

You must be proud and brave in your work. As you work for the good God and his 
word to you, so do you labor for your own people. In turning away from all ill and 
the evil contact of ungodly people, you manifest sincerity and belief. 

Be true to your instructor, to your teachings, and you will be true to yourselves. 

It is needless to put upon paper all that I have said to you ; you listened with atten- 
tion, and I trust you for the future. 

I have your presents ; I thank you ; I give to you my warmest expressions of grati- 
tude. 

I wish that I could address each one of you. 

May God's blessing rest with you is the prayer of your friend, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 



[Inclosure II.] 

Apia, Upolu, Samoa, Octoher 7, 1873. 

My Dear Sir: Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind note of yesterday. 

I assure you I feel not a little pleased at the eminently successful issue of your mission 
to these islands. You eame at a very appropriate time, when the native chiefs were 
all assembled for the purpose of endeavoring to establish law. Your honest, kindly 
spirit has won the esteem and love, and you leave with the hearty good wishes of the 
entire native population. Although there are a few among the foreign population who 
prefer, for reasons best known to themselves, to live in a state of anarchy, yet you may 
feel assured that you have the hearty co-operation of all honest men, and all who have 
the welfare of the native race at heart. ^ 

It is true the mission on which you came was a *^ somewhat delicate '' one, and at 
the outset I was afraid that you would not succeed so well as I hoped for, but now I 
most heartily congratulate you in that you have succeeded far better than my most 
sanguine wishes. 

You leave with the knowledge that law and order is established. You may feel as- 
sured that the Samoans and all of the right-minded of the white population will do 
their utmost to keep things straight, and to see the laws carried out. 

You leave us in order to fulfill the most important part of your mission. It only re- 
mains for me to bid you a hearty God-speed. You have our good wishes and our 
prayers, and we hope and trust that a brighter day is soon to dawn on Samoa. 

The Samoans have expressed earnest desire that you should return and dwell among 
them and aid them in the capacity of first United States representative in Samoa. I 
will only add that, should the Government be pleased to accede to that request, there 
is none that will more gladly hail your return to these islands than 
Yours, sir, and very sincerely, 

GEO. A. TURNER. 

Col. A. B. Steinbbrger, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 



[Inclosare 1 2.1 

Apia, Samoa, Octoher 4, 1873. 

Dear Sir : We regret that since your arrival in Samoa there has been no general 
meeting of the members of our mission at which a formal letter could be prepared ex- 
pressing our views with reference to the desired United States protectorate over the 
Samoan Islands. 
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In place of such a letter we take upon ourselves, as chairman and secretary of the 
mission which has the relieious care of four-fifths of the Samoan people, and knowing 
as we do the opinions of all the members of our mission, to assure you — 

1. That we believe the expressed desire of the Samoans for a United States protect- 
orate is a 'bonct-fide wish on the part of the chiefs and people generally of Upolu, Savaii, 
and Manono. 

2. That we, and our mission generally, heartily concur in the desire of our people 
for the protectorate, believing not only that it will be of great benefit to the Samoan 
people, but that it will be the saving of the jrace. 

3. That should your Government see fit to accede to the wish of the existing Sa- 
moan government for your own appointment as first United States representative in 
Samoa, we shall be most happy to welcome you in that capacity ; feeling sure, from 
what we have seen of yon, that yon will do justice to the Samoan people, and aid them 
in every possible way, iu a]l their laudable efforts for social and political improvement. 

We are, dear sir, yours very sincerely^ 

S. J. WHITMEE, 

Chairman* 
G. A. TURNER, 
Secretary of the Samoan District Committee of the London Missionary Society. 

Col. A, B. Stkinbbrger, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



[Inclosurel 3.] 

Apia, September 29, 1873. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to send you the amendment which I think necessary to 
be added to the law for marriages. 

The Samoans have been practicing the divorce in a very loose manner. Marriages 
made indistinctly by any Independent or Wesleyan teacher were ordinarily divorced 
after a few months or few years, and those have never been recognized as indissoluble 
in Samoa. Indeed, it can hardly be said they were seriows sacred bonds. ^ 

But in the Catholic religion marriages are made only by ordained priests; and, even 
in Samoa, every Catholic knows very well that in no case we recognize possibility of 
divorcing. It is justice to bring back to their sacred engagements such parties who 
might have been ioduced by bad example to try to break them. 

Allow me, dear sir, td take this opportunity for gratulating you on the wisdom you 
have shown in fulfilling the delicate and important mission concredited to your care by 
your government toward our poor and so disturbed Samoan people. 

Since this last war our Samoan chiefs seem unable to govern their country without 
the help of a strong hand, which might keep them saved from miserable efi^ects of 
jealousy between themselves. Even now, after having been exhausted by civil war, 
they have not put tfee power in proper bands, for fear of a new 'disturbance if the prin- 
cipal chief of such and such a district had been appointed as one of the seven rulers 
called Taimua, because his appointment might have been mistaken by his rivals as 
being the nomination of a king. So is the case with Mataafa in the district of Atua, 
and Malietoa in the district of Tuamasaga. / 

Some intervention is necessary to bring that unsettled state to an end. Providence 
seems to show us that the Government of United States is to take interest in that •: 

matter ; may it be, as I hope, for the glory of God and the happiness of the Samoan | 

people, to which's welfare we are to give, my colaborators and I, our strength and life 
uutil death. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

t L. ELLOY, Ev. de Tipasa. 

Mr. A. B. Steixberg}<:r, 

United states Special Commissioner. 



llncloBure I 4.J 

Saleaula Savaii, September y IHT.*^. 

My Dear Sir: In bidding yon farewell after onr pleasant intercourse in Samoa, I 
vish at tbe same time to expiVHs my entire accordance with the object of your mission, 
and the pleasure ami 8atisficti«>n I feel that you have been appointed by the Govern- 
ment of the United States to <liMch:irge the important duties connected with it. I 
have long felt that the only hopw of any settled jrovern men t being formed in Samoa, 
or of any real progress in the arts of civilization must be either in alliance with or a 
protectorate from some power apart from themselves. I have now lived in Samoa 
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for nearly thirteen yearS) and am, with one exception, the senior missionary of any noyr 
residing in the gronp. I have lived almost entirely among the natives, and have haid 
very good opportunities for observing their cnstoms and for judging their character, 
,1 looked with some anxiety on the first attempts made in particular districts to form 
a code of laws, and the subsequent war which has so afflicted the people and retarded 
their progress has proved that my forebodings were well founded. 

The Samoan chiefs and rulers, although accustomed to make petty laws for the gov- 
ernment of their own towns, have no idea of any system or code of laws which would 
at once recognize the liberty of the subject and the power of law. The consequence 
was that nearly all their regulations were either simply tyrannical, or so grossly ab- 
surd as to fail at once when they attempted to carry them into effect. Then the petty 
jealousies which exist, not only between particular districts, but between different 
chiefs in the same village, effectually prevent any real union among them in their present 
condition. They are now engaged in an attempt to form a government for the whole 
of the gronp, but I have little or no hope of their ever being able to establish one which 
would be either permanent or effective. I fear, also, that difficulties will soon spring 
np between the natives and the whites, arising from the land sales which have been 
effected during the late war. Should these lands be occupied, many difflcnlties will 
arise not only from disputes about the titles, but also from the relations between the 
two races. The Samoans will consider themselves as the rulers of the country, and in 
that capacity will, in all probability, pass laws to which the whites cannot agree, and 
the enforcement of which they will undoubtedly resist. Hence I fear, that unless 
there exists some authority to which both white and natives must be amenable, we 
shall soon have a state of enmity existing between the two races, which would prove 
disastrous to both, but more especially to the Samoans. For these reasons I rejoiced 
when I heard of the petition sent by the chiefs, asking for a protectorate from the 
Government of the United States, and I earnestly hope that their petition will be 
favorably received. I have often spoken about it to the natives, and I believe that 
they are now unanimous in their desire for a protectorate. 

With regard to yourself personally, I can onlv assure you that I shall ever remember 
with pleasure our intercourse in Samoa. You have certainly entered heartily into the 
object of your mission, and have spared no pains to make yourself acquainted with 
Samoa and the Samoans, not merely as they exist around Apia, but in their own lands 
and in their own homes, where alone you can become fairly acquainted with them. In 
our many journeys, both by land and sea, I believe that you have acquired more in- 
formation concerning the manners and customs of the people and the resources of the 
country than you could possibly have acquired by a much longer term of residence at 
the port, and I, as one who earnestly desires the prosperity of Samoa, feel very glad 
that yon have acted as you have done. I may also add that the other members of the 
Wesleyan mission here are quite of the same opinion as myself. 

Wishing yon a safe and pleasant voyage, I remain, yours sincerely, 

GEO. BROWN. 

Col. A. B. Steinbrrger, 

United States Commissioner to Samoa. < 



[Inclosiire K.] 



Know all men by these pre<4ents, that we, Maunga^ principal chief of Le Fagaloa; 
Leiato, principal chief of Le Alataua ; Faumuina, principal chief of Le Saole ; prin- 
cn)al chief of Le Ituau; Tui tele, principal chief of Le Alataua; Letuli, principal chief 
of Le Tualanta ; Satele, principal chief of Le Tualatai ; Fuamaono, principal chief of Le 
Asina, being the principal chie& of the ten houses of the island of Tutuila, Samoa, do 
hereby agree to form a league and confederation for our mutual welfare and protection 
and to unite our several districts under the flag raised at Pago- Pago on the 2d day 
of March, A. D. 1872 ; and we hereby do solemnly bind ourselves to carry out this cov- 
enant faithfully as far as our jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each 
other, and to carry out in our several districts the commercial regulations of Pago- 
Pago promulgated the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recognized by Commander 
Bichard W. Meade, United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragan- 
seH. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal this day of March, 

A. D. 1872. 

O AU O LEIATO, his x mark. 

O AU O FAUMUINA, his x mark. 

O AU O MAUAGA. 

O AU O MAUGA. 

MAL ITUAN. 
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Know all uien by these presents that we, Tuitele, chief of Le Alatauna ; Letnli, chief 
of Le Tnalauta ; Satele, chief of Le Tualatai ; Fnimaono^ chief of Le Asina, of the island 

of Tutuila, Samoa, having met in council this day of March, A. D. 1872, do hereby 

agree to form a league and confederation for our mutual welfare and protection and to 
unite our several districts under the flag raised at Pago-Pago on the 2d day of March, * 
A. D. 1872 ; and we do hereby solemnly bind ourselves to carry out this covenant faith- 
fully as far as our jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each other, and to 
oarry out in our several districts the commercial regulations of Pago-Paeo promulgated 
the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recognized by Commander Richard W. Meade, 
United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragansett. 

Id witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal this day of March, 

A. D. 1872. 



[InclosureLl.i 



As an appendix to the above harbor-regulations, we have determined upon the sum 
of three cents per ton as harbor-dnes for port of Pago-Pago, water being free and 
proper facilities given for same, this sum not subject to change until such time as we 
may buoy and marls out harbor, and construct and maintain light-house; this sum 
bein^ paid by American ships as precedent. 

Witness our hand and seal this 14th day of August, A. D., 1873. 

I am the high chief. 

[seal.] 



[Inclosnre L S.1 

British Consulate, Apia, October 6, 1873. 

I hereby certify that I approve of the following appendix to the harbor-regolations 
for the port of Pago-Pago, Tutnila, viz : 

Three cents per ton as harbor-dues, water being free, and proper facilities given for 
same, this sum not subject to change until such time as we may buoy and mark out 
the harbor and construct and maintain light-house. 

fSKAL.] S. F. WILLIAMS, 

ffer Britannic Mc^ty'e Acting Consul, 



[Inolosure M.l 
SAMOAN TREES. 

No. 1. Alad, — ^Tree grows to a fair size, with straight stem, and but little foliage, bark 
tbin, wood of light cherry color, straight grain, very heavy, and remarkably flue tex- 
ture ; there is but litrle sap, and the wood durable. This tree does not grow close 
enough for practical uses as an article of export. 

No. 2. ^etouj.— One of the most valuable timber-trees of Polynesia, but only attains 
a large size in Samoa and the Fejees ; grows tall with heavy trunk ; the wood cuts nearly 
white, but grows red as exposed ; it is hard, curly, and heavy, is much used by the mis- 
sionaries for rude cabinet-work; it has beautiful shades of red, but not as fine in tex- 
tnre as other heavier woods on the inlands. Natives build large canoes of this wood. 
Upon the eastern end of Savaii it grows dense enough to cut timber for export. 

No. 3. Milo. — A large, straight tree with fine bark, the trees seldom growing together; 
there is but little sap; not heavy; about four-fifths of the tree consists of the heart; a 
beaatifal reil color, fine texture ; the tree quite accessible in ITpolu and Savaii. 

No. 4. Tananave. — Tree sparsely interspersed throughout the group; will usually cut 
one log; the wood is eaay to work, of a rich walnut color, and very durable. 

No. 5. Fatu. — A moderate-sized tree, cuts light, bat grows brown by exposure ; curly, 
brittle, and soft; quite light, and used for canoes; not valuable wood for a general use, 
though much esteemed by the natives on account of the ease with which they work it. 

No. 6. Talie, — A moderate-sized tree, thon«yh it often attains great size ; the wood light 
luaple-color, curly, and of fine texture; not a valuable timber-tree, as the heart of the 
tree is usually defective. 

No. 7. Ola. — A small tree, found on all the inlands; the wood heavy, hard, fine, straight 
?rain, of a dusky purple color; is not sufficiently large for purposesother than tool-han- 
dles ur finibhing work. 
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No. 8. LauUliL — A small tree, wood light cherry-color, curly, of close texture aud 
exceedingly hard ; heavy, and works too hard to be of any practical use except for sam- 
ple or fancy work. 

No. 9. Talafulu, — ^Tree small, very hardy, and quite plenty; a very valuable wood, 
hard, with the color of American apple, but much finer in grain ; susceptible of high 
polish. 

No. 10. Ffja. — A fine shade-tree, but soft, coarse-grained, dingy red color, and subject 
to quick decay. 

No. 11. Gatae, — A fine large tree, easily worked, straight-grained, of light cream- 
color; sappy, but dries well; quite durable; would make good house-lumber. 

No. 12. Tanianu, — A good-sized tree, but grows singly; a hard, light red -colored wood ; 
resembling cedar when dry, straight-grained, but the heart subject to decay. 

No. 13. Mamala, — A fine large tree, meager foliage; wood coarse, straight-grained, 
light coffee-color; works easy, but in working affects the throats of workmen. 

No. 14. Leaf a. — Small tree; wood hard, maple-color, straight grain, and close in tex- 
ture ; too small for practical use. 

No. 15. Lagauli. — Tree about 20 feet in height, found throughout the group, bears an 
odoriferous flower, used by the natives for scenting oil. The bark of this tree is used 
by the natives for dysentery; probably contains tannic acid; wood light pink-color, 
very handsome, and susceptible of high polish. 

No. 16. AtonCj (nutmeg-tree.) — Generally a small straight tree, resembling hickory, 
but iu parts of Savaii attains a height of 50 feet; wood light color, but not so tough 'or 
elastic as hickory ; there are many varieties of this tree which are indigenous. 

No. 17. Falaga. — A small tree, wood light-colored, very straight grain, exceedingly 
tough, close in texture ; desirable for tool-handles, capstan-bars, &c. 

No. 18. Maatamea. — A moderate-sized tree, wood light color, not very fine texture ; 
but strong, dry, aud durable; lightweight, aud generally resembles chestnut; bark 
thin. 

No. 19. FafflN— A fair-sized timber -tree ; wood maple color, light-weight, straight- 
grained, cuts easily, but quite tough and durable. 

No. 20. Seasea. — Tree about 50 feet in height ; wood hard and tough, light yellow 
color, of fine texture. 

No. 21. Seitamu. — ^A small tree, wood cherry-color, close grain, heavy, but works eas- 
ily ; not especially valuable. 

No. 22. Lama, (Candle-nut.) — A moderate-sized tree; wood soft; resembles Cottonwood 
on the water-courses of our Western States ; worthless as timber ; the nut of this tree is 
carefully prepared and used by the natives for lighting their houses; the smuke is pre- 
cipitated, and the soot used as a paint for tattooing. 

No. 23. Nonufiafia, — A short but heavy tree, wood dark color, close, hard, and heavy- 
brittle, cuts hard, and of no practical value. 

No. 24. Fau. — A most valuable tree, moderate size, wood hard, but little sap, the 
heart chocolate-color, very close and hard, used for canoes and house-posts ; the fiber 
from the inner bark is used for making fishing-nets, cord, and a fine mat with long 
nap which, when bleached, looks like sheep-skin rug ; used also for fringe on other mats ; 
it is superior, in fineness and tenacity, to any known fiber. The tree is very abundant 
and accessible. 

No. 25. Lanafanu, — A moderate-sized tree, with spreading branches; wood lead-color, 
soft and coarse. 

No. 26. Least. — A small tree, wood color of the wood of the apple-tree ; very fine and 
delicate texture, hard and durable. 

No. 27. Maali. — A large tree, very abundant and sufficiently close for lumber, the 
wood light slate-color, coarse- grain, but straight, dry, aud light; quite hard ; the gum 
odoriferous and much us d by the natives. 

No. 28. Olioli-Olij or Fena. — A worthless tree, growing on the margin of the water; 
the tree has a curious bark, resembling net- work with spots upon it. 

No. 29. Mamalava. — A large, fine, straight tree, wood color of white oak, not very- 
close texture but exceedingly tough ; could be used for ships, masts, or generally in ship 
building or repairing. 

No. 30. Filofiloa.—A small tree ; wood white, straight, and very tough ; nearly resem- 
bles hickory ; would be valuable for all the purposes for which hickory and ash are 
used. 

N<). 31. Tofl, (iron-wood) — A moderate-sized tree; wood dingy red-color, straight 
grain, coarse and heavy, not unlike black oak when first cut, but grows hard exposed, and 
must durable wood. 

No. 32. Maota. — A short, heavy tree, dense foliage ; wood, light-color, straight-grained, 
but not enduring. 

No. 33. Tavai. — Would make good sawing-lumber ; a moderate quantity upon all the 
islands; the wood hard, fine, straight, and resembles live-oak, perhaps more tenacious. 

No. 34. Jfij (Samoan chestnut.) — Not a large tree, though many would cut one log; 
wood light color, straight, fine texture, and very tough. 
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No. 35. FauL — A small tree, uniform in size, quite abundant, growing close enoneh 
for Qse; wood very ligjbt and dry, good for bouse-building and au general uses; works 
easy^ and generally e6onomical. 

No. 36. Vivao, (wild Vi, to distinguish it from the Vi, a valuable fruit tree.) — A large 
^'^ j tree, heavy, very sappy, and not valuable. 

. i No. 37. AtMuU. — ^A large timber-tree, but not abundant, except a smaller variety ; 

this tree is called by the whites long resident " Samoan teak ;'' wood white, fine in 
texture, and very tough ; sometimes used for large canoes, but too hard for native 
manufacturing. 

No. 38. I^onu, — A large tree, not abundant, of straight grain, very hard, though 
quite coarse in texture. 

No. 39. Toi. — A large tree, but sparsely interspersed throughout the group ; a valu- 
able wood, the heart of which resists decay in the fallen tree ; the tree is tall and 
straight, wood of a delicate peach-color, exceedingly tough, and of fine texture ; sus- 
ceptible of a high polish. 

No. 40. Anume.— A fine large tree, wood heavy and difficult to work, very durable, 
and generally used by the natives for posts, &c. ' 

No. 41 Oa. — A moderate-sized tree, wood of peculiar pink-color, valuable for cabinet- 
work ; the juice under the bark is used by the natives for coloring or painting native 
^loth. 

The above are corresponding numbers on blocks out from trees and preserved as 
samples. These are by no means a complete memorandum of Samoan trees. 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commimoner to Samoa. 
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[Inciosore N.J 
SAMOAN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES PRINCIPALLY USED. 

FRUITS. 

Indigenous : 
Vi, Samoan apple. 
Moli, orange, several varieties. 

Ulu, bread-fruit, several varieties. ♦ 

Tipoli, lime, several varieties. 
Fala, pine-apple. 
Niu, cocoa-nut, several varieties. 

Exotic : 
Banana, several varieties. 
Guava, several varieties. 
Lemon, several varieties. 
Tamarind. 
Citron. 
Mango. 

VEGETABLES. 

Indigenous : 
Talo-Taro, several varieties. 
Ufi-Yam, eight distinct species and many varieties. 

In gardens of whites are found melons, tomatoes, turnips, radishes, potatoes, onions, 
beans, pease, &c. Indian corn is grown, while cotton, indigo, coffee, nutmegs, (in vari- 
ety,) ginger, and many varieties of pepper, grow wild. 



[Indosnre. 0.] 
NAMES OF VILLAGES IN SAMOA. 

Island ofMa/nua — Faleasao, Fitiuta, Taii. — Jurisdiction of Tui Manna. 

Island of Oloosinga — Vaiapi, Sili.— Jurisdiction of Tui Manua. 

Island of Ofu — Ofu. — Jurisdiction of Tui Manua. 

Island of Tutuila — Fagaalea, (Bay of Pago-Pago) Utulea, Fagatono, Pago-Pago, OoS. — 
Jurisdiction of Mauga. 

Lanie, Fagaitua, Alofau, Utumea, Tula, Ononoa^ Aur, Massefau, Afouu, Vatia. — Juris- 
diction of Leatu. 

S. Ex. 45 5 
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Fagasa, disputedy Salinoa^ a petty chief. 

Aso, (Massacre Bay,) Alaau, Fagainala, Fagalaii, Poloa. — Jurisdiction of Faimono. 

Tapa-Tapa, (island extreme west end of Tutuila,) Amanaye, Failolo^ Satega, Nua, 
Afau, Osili, Amlaia, Leone, Aamu-Leone, divided by brook into two towns. — Jnrisdiction 
of Taitele. 

Yaialoa-tai, (toward the beach,) Vaialoa-ntn, (inland,) Taputinia, Fagalua. — Juris- 
diction of Satele. 

Salanaa, Fatiga, Iliili, Pavaia, Faleniu. — Jurisdiction of Le Tuli. 

Fafuna, Nuunli, Faganeanea, Matuu. — Jnrisdiction claimecrby Manga, but disputed. 

Island of Anuu — Anuu — Jurisdiction of Faumuina. 

Island of Upolu. — Mulifauna, Satapuala, Fasitotai, Seulnmoega, Nofoalii,^Fasitouta, 
Faleasiu, Malua, Saleimoa, Afega, Malie, Faleula, Faleata, Mulinuu, Apia, Matautu, 
Fuainpolu, Vailele, Le Togo, Laulii, Luattanuu, Solosolo, Saluafata, Lufilufi, Falefa, 
Saletele, Fagaloa, Uafato, Tia-vea, Amaile, Aleipata, Le Pa, Latofago, Falealili, Siumn, 
Safata, Sanapu, Le Faga, Samatau, Maniani, (Bushtowu,) Alaua, Lalomauga, Faleatiu. 

Island of Manono, — Satoi, Salna, Apai, Nunlopa, Saleataua. 

Island of Apolima, — Apolima. 

Island of Savaii, — Tafua, Salelologa, Iva, Sapapalii, Safotulafai, 1^'aga, Tapuelule, 
(inland,) Lealatele, Sataputu, Samalaeulu, Malaoola, Vaimauli, (inland,) Toapaipa, 
Salago, Saleaula, Satoalepai, Matautu, Manaso, Safotu, Pai, (inland,) Samauga, Safune, 
Fatuvalu, Sasina, Letui, (inland,) Aopo, (inland,) Asau, Auala, Vaisala, Fagasa, Yai- 
vaimuli, Papa, Sataua, Falealupo, Tufn, Neiafn, Falelima, Sinvao, Fagafao, Samata, 
Fagatuli, Faiaai, Vaipui, Fagasavii, Sagone, Foaluga, Foalulo, Gagaemalae, Jalailua, 
Fagaloa, Taga, Tnfu, Sili,^Tuleia, Satupaitea, Uliamoa,^( inland,) Palauli, Aganoa. 
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A report from the Secretary of State and accompanying papers. 
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May 2, 1876. — Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed* 



To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, in anKwer to the resolution of the Hoase of Rep- 
resentatives of the 15th March last, a report Irom the Secretary- of State, 
and accompanying papers. 



Washington, iMay 1, 1876. 



U. S. GRANT. 



Department of State, 

Washington, May 1, 1876. 

The Secretary of State has the honor to report that on the 28th of 
March last he received a copy of a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in the following words: 

Resohedf That the Committee on Foreign Affairs b*^ instructed to inquire into the 
extent and character of the power conferred by the United States upon A. B. Stein- 
berger, as special agent or commissioner to the Samoa or Navigator Island; and in the 
execution of this inquiry to call upon the Secretary of State for all correspondence be- 
tween the said Stein berger and the Department of State touching the object, opera- 
tion, and result of said mission or agency. 

He submits herewith all the correspondence between the Department 
and Mr. Steinberger touching the object, operation, and result of his 
agency, and in connection therewith submits the following statement, 
explanatory of the object, the intent, and character of the power con- 
ferred upon Mr. Steinberger: 

Early in the year 1872 Commander -Meade, of the United States 
Navy, entered into an agreement with the great chief of the Bay of 
Pagopago, of the island of Tutuila, (one of the Navigator's Islands,) 
whereby the latter granted to the United States the exclusive privilege 
of establishing in said harbor a naval station for the use and couveu- 
ience of the vessels of the United States Government. 
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Aboat the same time the attention of this Government was directed, 
by highly respectable commercial ]>erson8, to the imiK>rtance of the 
growing trade and commerce of the United States with the islands in 
the Soath Pacific Ocean, and to the opportunities of increasing oor 
commercial relations in that quarter of the globe. 

The Samoan or Navigator's Islands lie pi*ecisely in the track of such 
trade ; and this fact, taken in connection with their reported good har- 
bors, supposed fertility, and the friendly disposition of their inhabit- 
ants manifested toward this Government, led to a desire to secure more 
reliable information in reference to them. With this object in view Mr. 
Steinberger was, in March, 1873, instructed to proceed to the islands, 
make a thorough examination in regard to all the points on which it 
was desirable that the Government should be informed, and report the 
result of his observations. 

In compliance with these instructions he proceeded to the islands, 
and in due time submitted his report, a copy of which was transmitted 
to Congress by the President on the 21st of April, 1874, and published 
by the Senate in Executive Document No. 45, first session of the Forty- 
third Congress. 

In December, 1874, Mr. Steinberger again proceeded to the islands, 
in the capacity of a special agent, to convey to the chiefs a letter from 
the President, and certain presents, which it was deemed advisable to 
send them. He has submitted a second report of the result of his ob- 
servations and the course pursued by him in the islands. After sub- 
mitting this report Mr. Steinberger resigned his position as special 
agent of the Government, which resignation was accepted on its being 
received on the 10th of December last. 

In the mean time reports had been received at the Department to the 
effect that Mr. Steinberger had exceeded the limits of his instructions 
in various ways; and that, among other things, he had promised to the 
Samoans the protection of this Government. On the receipt of these 
reports instructions were at once sent to him, (on 6th May, 1875,) call- 
ing his attention to the limited nature of his instructions. In the latter 
part of 1875 further reports were received from Mr. Foster, the consul 
of the United States at Apia, in relation to the course pursued by Mr. 
Steinberger, and on the 12th of January last it was deemed advisable, 
in order to put an end to all doubt in regard to his status, to address 
to Mr. Foster an instruction to the effect that Mr. Steinberger^s visits 
to the islands were simply for the purpose of observation and report; 
that his mission had no diplomatic or political significance whatever, 
and that he had never been authorized to pledge the United States to 
the support of any government he might form or assist in forming. 

EespectfuUy submitted. 

HAMILTO]!^ FISH. 

To the President. 



List of accompanying papers, 

1. Mr. Steinberger to the President, August 17, 1872. 

2. Mr. Stewart to Mr. Webb, with accoinpaninient, June 28, 1872. 

3. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, March 14, 1873. 

4. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, March 29, 1873. 

5. Mr. Steinberger to the President, June 24, 1873. 

6. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, June 24, 1873. 

7. Same to same, December 13, 1873. 

8. Same to same, February 9, 1874, with accompaniments 

9. Same to same, March 4, 1374. 
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10. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, March 4, 1874. 

11. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, March 14, 1874, with an accompaniment. 

12. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, April 8, 1874. 

13. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, April 14, 1874. 

14. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, April 17, 1874, with an accompaniment. 

15. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, April 21, 1874. 

16. Mr. Steinberger to J^Ir. Fish, November 19, 1874. 

17. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, December 11, 1874. 

18. Mr. Fish to Mr. Robeson, December 16, 1874. 

19. Mr. Robeson to Mr. Fish, December 17, 1874. 

20. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, February 2, 1875. 

21. Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, May 6, 1875, with two accompaniments. 

22. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, October 18, 1875. 

23. Same to same, (extract,) July 4, 1875. 

24. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, October 28, 1875, with accompaniments. 
2.5. Same to same, October 29, 1875. 

26. Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter, October 3, 1875. 

27. Mr. Campbell to Mr. Foster, January 12, 1876. 



Ko. 1. 

Mr. Steinberger to the President. 

Washington, August 17, 1872. 

I beg to present to j'our Excellency my sincere thanksfor your kindly 
expressions of last night. Mr. Webb will present full facts relating to 
the "Navigator's Islands." 

In the interests of the Goverament and yourself, I wish to go thither 
under the mantle of authority and report personally to yourself, and 
can only pledge my earnestness and good faith. 
I am, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 
To His Excellency the President of the United States. 

This letter was indorsed as follows : 

Long Branch, N. J., August 20, 1872. 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of State. Mr. Webb strongly 
recommends Mr. Steinberger as a competent person to visit the Navi- 
gator's Islands and report upon their condition. 

He proposes to serve without pay. 

Of course it is not the intention to annex these isLmds, but if, in 
your judgment, it would be well to send a commissioner to report upon 
their condition with a view of sending such information to Congress, 
you might commission Mr. Steinberger for this duty. 

HORACE PORTER, 

Secretary. 



No. 2. 

Mr. Stewart to Mr. Wehb, 

New York, June 28, 1872. 

Dear Sir: I beg leave to inclose herewith a petition from the kings 
and rulers of the Samoan Islands, to His Excellency the President of 
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the United States, praying that he will annex the islands to this Gov- 
ernment. 

I shall look upon it as a favor if you will present it to the President 
upon his retnm to Washiugton. 

I remain, dear sir, yonrs truly, 

J. B. M. STEWART. 
W. H. Webb, Esq., 

64 Exchange Place, Xeic York. 



[loclosarc. — Translation.] 

Apia, Upola, Samoa. 
To His Excellency the Pkksident of the United States of America : 

May blessings from the Almighty rest upon your Excellency; this is oar letter to 
yonr Excellency. 

We, the chiefs and rulers of Samoa, deem it necessary for our future well-being and 
better establishment of Christianity, free institutions, fellowship of mankind, protec- 
tion of life and property, and to secure the blessings of liberty and free trade to our- 
selves and future generations, do petition the President of the United States of America 
to annex these our islands to the United States of America. 

Given under our hands and seals this ninth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seveuty-two. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct translation of the Samoan petition. 

G. A. TURNER, M, D, C. M. 
Apia, Samoa, I7ih Aprils 1872. 



No. 3. 
Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fuh, 

Washington, March 14, 1873. (Received March 17, 1873.) 

Dear Sir: In accordance with your wish, I beg to present in brief 
my desire as to proposed journey to the South Pacific Ocean. 

The Navigators' or Samoa group are situated betv.een latitude 13^ 
30' and 14^ 30' south, and between longitude 168 and 173 west. 

The principal islands Tutuila, Savaii, Upolo, and Monua. 

Tutuila, the third island in area, is noted for its harbor of Pagopago, 
known to be one of the best in the Pacific Ocean, affording for years a 
refuge for our own and the commerce of other nations. 

About one half of the natives are now Christians, and nowhere has 
the influence of missionaries been more flattering. 

I would hope to be made acquainted with the proposed treaties of the 
natives, and be instructed to visit this group, examine the more impor- 
tant islands and report upon the same, their advantageous position as 
bearing upon our growing commerce with the British colonies, the 
character of the natives, the soil, climate, products, and capacity. 

Asking for such powers and instructions, with such aid and comfort, 
as the Department may accord to a special commissioner, 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGEE. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ Washington, D. C. 
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No. 4. 

Mr, Fish to Mr, Steinberger. 

Department of State 

Washingtonj March 29, 1873. 

SiE : It is supposed that the published accounts of the Navigators' or 
Samoan group of islands, in the South Pacific Ocean, and those which, 
from time to time, may have been transmitted to this Department by 
the regular agents of the United States in that quarter, are so scanty 
that an ample field is there afforded for the observations and reports of 
an intelligent special agent. You have accordingly been selected as 
such. You will repair thither in that character, by the route and con- 
veyance which will enable you to reach there in the shortest time. It 
is supposed that eight months will suffice for your abode in the islands, 
for the purpose of your mission, including the time of your going and 
returning. 

The points to which you will specially direct your attention are — 

1. The number of islands constituting the group, and the extent of 
each 

2. The number of inhabitants, both aboriginal and from abroad. 

3. The nature and quantity of the agricultural and other productions. 

4. The harbors suitable for vessels engaged in- long voyages by sea. 
On the 17th of February, 1872, Commander Eichard W. Meade, of 

the Navy, concluded and signed with Oau O Maga^ the great chief of 
the Bay of Pagopago, an agreement granting this Government the 
privilege of establishing a naval station in the harbor of Pagopago, 
island of Tutuila. Though* Commander Meade had no authority to 
enter into this agreement, the President thought proper to submit the 
instrument to the Senate. A copy of the confidential document con- 
taining it is herewith communicated in confidence, for your information. 
It is not unlikely that perhaps in the not distant future the interests 
of the United States may require not only a naval station in the Samoan 
group, but a harbor where their steam and other vessels also may 
freely and securely frequent. Full and accurate information in regard 
to the islands will be necessary to enable the Government here to deter- 
mine as to the measures which may be advisable toward obtaining that 
object. 

In the course of your communication with the chiefs in the islands, 
you will caution them against making grants of their laud to individual 
foreigners. 

The European nations, who colonized this hemisphere, have usually 
regarded such grants from the aborigines as invalid, and in all proba- 
bility the rule will be held to apply to the Samoan group. 

It is expected that you will be specially cautious to avoid conversa- 
tion, official or otherwise, with any persons respecting the relations be- 
tween this and any other country. You are to bear in mind that you 
are not a regular diplomatic agent, formally accredited to another gov- 
ernment, but an informal one, of a special and confidential character, 
appointed for the sole purpose of obtaining full and accurate informa- 
tion in regard to the Navigators' Islands. Even regular diplomatic 
agents are required to be reticent in regard to the affairs of their own 
government, and are, by law, forbidden to correspond in regard to the 
public affairs of any foreign gov^ernment with any private person, with 
any newspaper or other periodica,!, or otherwise than with the proper 



6 A. B. STEIXBERGEB. 

offieers of the United States. This interdict will be partit* alarly obser ved 
by yon. 

Yon will be entitled to the snm of twelve dollars a day from the time 
of yonr depaitnie from, nntil yonr retnm to this city, not, however, be- 
yond the first day of December next. This will be in fnll for yonr com- 
pensation and expenses while employed in this service. 

GThe snm of seven hundred and firry dollars is now advanced to you 
on account. 

I am, &c., 

HAMILTON FISH. 

Inclo»ure9. 

1. Printed copy of an agreement between the great chief of the island of Tatnila 
and Commander B. W. Meade, of the United States Navy, dated Febmary 17, 1872, &«. 

2. Paasport. 



[Confidential.] — Executive, L. — ^Forty-second Congress, second session. 

Message from ike Fresidemi of fke Cnited Statts^ transmitting an agreement between the great 
chief of ihe Island of Tntnila and Commander R. W. Meade, of the United States Navy, 
conferring upon the Government of the United States the exdnsice privilege of establishing 
a naval station in the dominions of the fkief for the equivalent of protecting those 
dominions. 

Hay 22, 1872. — ^Eead; agreement read the first time, and, together with the message 
and accompanying documents, ordered to be printed in contidence for the use of the 
Senate. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to the Senate, for its consideration, an agreement between the great chief 
of the island of Tutuila, one of the Samaon group in the South Pacific, and Com- 
mander B. W. Meade, .commanding the United States steamer Narragansett, bearing 
date the 17th of February last. This instrument proposes to confer upon this Govern- 
ment the exclusive privilege of establishing a naval station in the dominions of that 
chief for the equiv^ent of protecting those dominions. 

A copy of a letter of the 15th Instant, and of its accompaniment, addressed by the 
Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of State, descriptive of Tutuila and of other 
islands of the group, and of a letter in the natare of a protest from a person claim- 
ing to be consul of the North German Confederation in that quarter, are also herewith 
transmitted. No report has yet been received from Commander Meade on the subject. 
Although he was without special instructions or authority to enter into such agree- 
ment, the advantages of the concession which it proposes to make are so great, in view 
of the advantageous position of Tutuila, especially as a coaling station for steamers 
between San Francisco and Australia, that 1 should not hesitate to recommend its 
approval but for the protection on the part of the United States which it seems to 
imply. With some modification of the obligation of protection which the agreement 
imports, it is recommended to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

U. S. GRANT. 
Washington, May 22, 1872. 



Agreement between Maunga, great chief of the Bay of Pajjopago, of the island of 
Tutuila, residing at Pagopago, and the Government of the United States of America, 
represented by Richard W. Meade, esquire, commander of the United States ship of 
war Narragansett, now lying at anchor in the harbor of Pagopago, wituesseth : 

That I, Maun^a, great chief of the Bay of Pagopago, of the island of Tutnila, being 
desirous for the interest and welfare of myself, my successors, and people, to have the 
friendship and protection of the great Government of the United States of America, 
do, by virtue of the power vested in me, hereby freely and voluntarily grant to the 
United States of America, now represented by Richard W. Meade, esquire, command- 
ing the United States ship of war Narragansett, at present lying at anchor in the 
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harbor of Pagopago, the exclusive privilege of establishing, in the said harbor of 
Pagopago, island of Tatuila, a naval station, for the use and convenience of the vessels 
of the United States Government. And I hereby farther agree that I will not grant a 
like privilege to any other foreign power or potentate. 

Signed and sealed this 17th day of February, A. D. 1872, at Pagopago, island of 
Tutuila. 

OAU O MAGA. 
RICHARD W. MEADE, 
Commander J United States Navy, 



Leone, March 26, 1872. 

Chief : I beg to remind you by this letter of the land sold by Maae at Fagatoje, and 
as far as Swimming Point, abreast Goat Island. Maae claimed this land and sold it to 
a German, and I shall protect this sale. I shall cause an investigation as soon as pos- 
sible. I could not do so when I came this time to Pagopago in the German ship of 
war, as Maae could not come with me on account of the war in Upoln, and Maae must 
be present to defend his claims. 

I do request yon now not to allow any sale of these lands by other parties, as I shall 
protect for the present Maae's sale, reserving all German rights and claims. 

The fine of $50, payable on 24th June, or before, imposed for Salauva's assault, you 
may pay to my agent, Mr. Meredith, at Leone. 

I also state, and repeat to you, that the port regulations of Pagopigo are not yet 
legalized, and will not be recognized by me for the present. 
I remain, chief, your obedient servant, 

TH. WEBER, 
Consul of the Xorth German Confederation. 

To the Chief Mauga, Pagopago, 



Navy Department, 

Washingtonj May 15, 1872. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith an additional paper relating to the Navi- 
gator Islands, addressed to William H. Webb, esq., under date of September 20, 1871, 
by £. Wakeman. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

GEO. M. ROBESON, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, 



At Sea, September 20, 1871. 

Dear Sir: In pursuance with your instructions, I left Honolulu on July 30, on 
board the United States steamship Nevada, and proceeded to the Navigator group of 
islands. On the night of August 8, at 9.30 p. m., I was dropped in a quarter-boat, with 
one man, off the harbor of Pagopago Island, of Tutuila, without a deviation or deten- 
tion of five minutes to the steamer. At 1.30, although quite dark, we had arrived at 
the head of the bay in 6 fathoms of water, and alongside the brig L. P. Foster, she 
having anchored there the day before. At daylight I found myself in the most perfectly 
land-locked harbor that exists in the Pacific Ocean. In approaching this harbor from 
the south, either by night or day, the mariner has unmistakable landmarks to conduct 
him into port ; one on the port hand, a high-peaked, conical mountain, 2,327 feet high ; 
and on the starboard hand, a flat-topped mountain, 1,470 feet in height, which keep 
sentinel on either hand. These landmarks can never be mistaken by the mariner. 
The entrance to the harbor is three-quarters of a mile in width between Tower Rock, 
on the port side, and Breaker Point, on the starboard hand, with soundings of 36 fath- 
oms. A little more than one mile from Breaker Point, on the starboard hand, to Goat 
Island, on the port hand, we open out the inner harbor, which extends one mile west, 
at a breadth of 3,000 feet, abreast of Goat Island, to 1,100 feet at the head of the bay, 
carrying soundings from 18 fathoms to 6 fathoms at the head of the bay ; the reefs 
which skirt the shores are from 300 feet to 500 hundred feet wide — almost awash at 
low sea. They have at their edge from 4 fathoms to 5, 6, and 8, and deeper in the 
middle of the harbor. The hills rise abruptly around this bay from 800 to 1,000 feet 
in height. 

They are covered, base to summit, with a luxuriant gr.)wfch of evergreen foliage, 
and the little valleys which nestle at their bases, and the narrow belt of laud which 
skirts the shore, are densely covered with cucoa-uut groves, bread-fruit trees, bananas. 
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oraDges, pine-apples, limeSi and a variety of tropical plants. The different stresina of 
fresh water which pour into the placid waters of this hay, dotted with canoes, some of 
which are capable ef carrying; 300 people, complete one of the most interesting featnres 
that can be contemplated. The island of Tntnila is 17 miles in length by 5 in breadth. 
There is nothing to prevent a steamer, night or day, from proceeding to her wharf. 
Abont half-way from Breaker Point to Gk>at Island, and near mid-channel, is Whale 
Hock, with 8 feet of water over it at low sea. It has a circumferenee of abont 50 f^et, 
and breaks frequently. A buoy renders this danger harmless. The services of a pilot 
can never be required by any one who has visited this port before, as the trade-wiuds 
from £. 8. £. carry a vessel from near Breaker Point, with a free sheet, on a N. N. W. 
course into the harbor. It follows that vessels under canvas will have to work out^ 
which, on the ebb-tide with the trades, will generally be accomplished in a few tacks. 
The trouble is that a ship close into the reef goes in stays, and frequently the whirl- 
winds off the highlands baffle her a few points and prevent her tailing properly aback ; 
hence, a boat is kept ahead ready to tow her around upon the right taek. Mr. Powell, 
a missionary, has been a resident of this place twenty-two years, and says that he 
never knew of a longer detention than nine days to any ships in that time, and of but 
one gale, which came from the eastward and unroofed a wing of his kitchen. £ven 
the trades themselves are frequently liable to haul from E. S. £. to E. N. E., giving a 
ship a chance to get out with a leading wind. 

At the different quarters of the moon the tide rises 4^ feet. The air was H2° and the 
water 78^ during our stay. The passing showers of rain keep the ground moist, and 
the air cool. There are 400 inhabitants around the shores of the bay, and I think 4.000 
a fair estimate of the population of the whole island. About one-quarter of the island 
is susceptible of cultivation. Two places have been secured in the bay of Pagopago 
for your ships, the best that could be selected. As the trees, stones and earth are close 
at hand to till up with, and are free, nothing but the long piles fsr the fenders, and 
plank for the wharf, would be required to be shipped from Puget Sound as a deck-load, 
with coal below, and a wharf could be easily constructed with every facility at hand. 
These people are a fine, large, muscular race ; perfectly inoffensive, but knowing little 
of the blessings of labor, as all their wants are supplied. As every man is a land-owner 
he is perfectly independent, but I have no doubt that in a short time, like the Sand- 
wich Islanders, they would readily .apply themselves to habits of industry. In the 
mean time good labor can be had from the adjacent isles, and a few Sandwich Islanders 
would soon teach them to work. Chinamen would be invaluable here. The produc- 
tions of the island are on a soil of dark loam and in spots a reddish-colored loam. The 
cocoa-nut, from which cobea is made, which is the pulp of the nut sliced and dried 
three days in the sun, to prevent mildew, grows in this loam. Cobea is worth $100 per 
ton in Enrope. Bread-fruit, bananas, oranges, limes, sassafras, nutmeg, vinegar-plant, 
curry, indigo, tarra, sweet-potatoes, yams, pine-apples, arrow-root, sugar-cane, cotton, 
coffee, and a variety of tropical plants, including dye-woods, are found here. Indian 
corn, also, two crops a year. The stalk is not so tall as in Illinois, hut the cob is as 
long, and the kernel as finely developed, and as good as the best. The cotton-tree is 
from 10 to 12 feet in height, and 6 inches in diameter. It has large spreading branches 
and the boll is about the size of an apricot, and breaks in three parts. The cotton 
is snow-white and a fine staple. About 8 miles from Pagopago, over an easy grade, 
is Cocoanut Valley, which is about 7 miles long by 5 broad. The soil is very 
rich, producing everything that the tropics can produce. The foliage is so dense 
that the soil is always damp. Here the largest trees are found, one that is used 
as a pine ; another is like mahogany, from which the pulpits in their churches are 
made, the bottoms of their canoes, paddles, and steering-oars ; cocoa-nut trees and 
bread-fruit are used for the same purposes, but are more highly prized on ac- 
count of their fruit. There is a variety of the bread-fruit. Some is as large as 
the cocoa-nut with the husk on, and some about the kize of a nut with the husk off. 
Bread-fruit is roasted and eaten while hot, when it has the flavor of a sweet-potato. 
From the bark of the tree most of native clothing is made, and a gum which 
exudes from the trunk is used as pitch in the seams of t)heir canoes, and is also chewed 
by the yourg of both sexes, and appears to be the same tasteless article which is so 
extensively used in all our schools. The nutmeg-tree grows to a height of 30 feet 10 
inches in diameter. The fruit is the veritable nutmeg of commerce, although not so 
much corrugated as the Borneo nut ; it is more of an egg shape. There is a plant in 
this valley, a parasite ; almost all the trees are covered with it. The leaf is heart- 
shaped, about 3 inches long and wide, also pretty thick. The vine is a creeper, as large 
as the little finger, and grows rapidly. Both leaf and vine is sarsaparilla in taste and 
to all purposes. A decoction of it is used with the best results in cases of scrofula ; it 
is a great blood-purifier. Two and a half miles from this valley, on an easy grade, is a 
lagoon, which could, with a little powder used on the reef, be made to receive large 
schooners. Nobody lives in the valley, and to purchase land quite a number of petty 
chiefs would have to be consulted. Mango is the largest chief on the island. He lives 
at the head of Pagopago Bay, and holds his power more from factious eauees and niis^ 



A. B. STEINBERGER. 9 

sioDary influence than any hereditary title derived irom blood or birth. The little 
island of Ana, to the east of Tutuila, contains 200 inhabitants, and produces considera- 
ble copra and cocoa-nut oil. It abounds with bananas, tarra, bread-fruit, and coeoa- 
nnt trees. On its top, an elevation of 600 feet, a site for a light-house has been secured, 
as it can be seen alike from the north or south, and is right on a line with the ship's 
conrse in passing. Being only seven miles from the entrance to Pagopago Bay, or har- 
bor, the ships could picK up the port-lights, aud go in immediately to the wharves in 
the darkest night. There are several hue harbors for schooners on both sides of Tu- 
tuila. 

UPOLO. 

On the I7th of August left Pagopago and ran down before wind and sea on the S. P. 
Foster for Upolo Island. At 8 p. m. hove to off Fangaloa Bay for the night, seventeen 
miles to windward of Apia Harbor. On the 18th, at daylight, made sail and stood in 
for Apia, where we came to anchor at 10 a. m., in six fathoms water, in front of McFar- 
land House. Found the United States sloop of war St. Mary's here. Called on the 
captain immediately, and learned that he was from Tahiti, and would sail the next day 
for the Phoenix group, then to the Feejees, and be in Sydney about December. I in- 
formed him that there had been a meeting at Baker's Island, and requested him to call 
and render what services might be required. He said that his instructions were to 
sight all the islands without communicating; bnt that, under the circumstances, he 
would see to them. Called on Mr. Weber and delivered my letters, aud found them a 
Hamburg house of fifteen years' standing. He has two large ships now in port, of 800 
tons each ; one nearly loaded, and others to follow in a few months. They have also 
four large schooners — ^txi^o in jjort and two absent. They trade among the various isl- 
ands down on the equator, and bring their cargoes here, where they are received by 
the large ships and dispatched for Hamburg. Two large ships are now due from his 
house, and they bring out articles of trade and take back principally cobra. These 
ships, although they remain at Apia from six to nine months, carry home a freight of 
Itom $8 to $100,000. All the calicoes with which this trade is conducted are maoufac- 
tared in Manchester, of the cheapest kinds, expressly for this market. His prints sell 
at twenty and twenty-five cents per yard, and the white from sixteen to eighteen cents 
per yard. At this group of islands ten cocoa-nuts are purchased for one nigger-head of 
tobacco ; at the islands near the equator fif reen cocoa-nuts can be had for one plug. 
This island of Upolo is justly called the garden of the Pacific. There is probably no 
place in the world of equal dimeusions which is so well watered at all points, with S3 
many rivers flowing from the interior to the sea on both sides; so many fine large 
springs of pnre cold water boiling up from the earth, and flowing thousands of silent 
little streams toward the sea. I have had to ford, in passing over three miles of land 
along the shore, no less than five rivers, many of which contain ^ome of the finest wa- 
ter-powers that could be desired. The soil is generally a dark loam ; in some places a 
reddish loam. The cocoa-nut groves here excel any that I ever saw before, and extend 
far back from the sea into the mountains. The bread-fruic is also in the greatest 
abundance, and in the most perfect condition, there being varieties, some very large. 
Bananas are nowhere found in greater abundance^ and of many varieties, all being 
very fine. The sugar china banana is without exception the most delicious fruit that 
can be found. Oranges are large in size, and very juicy and fine-flavored. Citrons are' 
very large and fine. Yams are the largest known in the world', and of the best qual- 
ity. Limes are about the size of a common lemon. The largest mangrove in the world 
is found here, and just the same flavor as the small ones elsewhere ; the manna-apple, 
arrow-root, sassafras, vinegar-plan t, and the to-plant, the leaves of which constitute 
the whole wardrobe of both sexes. The root of this plant is larger than our Califor- 
nia beet, and contains about four times the amount of saccharine matter. Also a great 
variety of tropical plants, which are very valuable as medicines, trees used for dye- 
woods, &.C. Bnt the great staple article is cotton, which is indigenous to the soil. 
Some of this cotton sold in Europe last year at eighty-seven cents per pound. When 
we know that the very best quality of sea-island cotton in the world can be produced 
here with a profit at one shilling per ponnd, and a yield of 500 pounds to the acre, it is 
fair to presume that this is destined .to become a very important article of commerce. 
The tree is from 10 to 12 feet in height, and well filled with pods. Sugar-cane is a 
weed ; it grows wild, and is about 12 feet in height, and filled with juice. The coffee 
is, like all the above-named articles, indigenous. The bright red bean has always been 
worn around the necks of the ^irls as an ornament, which renders them very attract- 
ive. The only coffee estate which has been started is on the island of Sawii. In three 
years the trees grew 7 feet high, and produced fifteen pounds of coffee each, which re- 
sembled mocha more than anything else, from its small, round bean or kernel. The 
French Catholic mission at Apia are about to plant a large coffee estate, and have se- 
lected the top of one of the highest mountains in the vicinity. All vegetables are in 
aWndance. String beans two yards in length ; peas, and everything in that line ; In- 
dian corn, two crops per year. Sweet potatoes not as large as in California, but they 
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cook mellow and have the same flavor. The tarra, which is the main source of food in 
all the islands, is here in the most prolific, perfect condition. Waterrmelons, musk- 
melons, squashes, pumpkins, and all kinds of garden vegetables, as radishes, onions, 
lettuce, everything that is put in the ground, here do well. Tobacco is indigenous, 
but has not been cultivated to any extent, although it constitutes the principal ar- 
ticle of trade. This island Upola is about thirty-eight miles long by ten broad, and. 
from the fact that the passing showers of rain visit it, constitutes the most per- 
fect system of irrigation that could be desired. I can see no reason why this isle 
in a few years should not become a Java, a Borneo, a Mauritius, a Ceylon, Cuba, or a 
Barbadoes, and in fact, when a comparison of all the other islands is made with Upolu, 
when more than three-fourths of the island is like a garden-soil, and when we know 
that not more than a quarter part of all those islands and others which have contrib- 
uted such immense wealth to the world's commerce, are arable, the future importance 
of this group may be readily seen. The harbor of Apia is the best on the island of 
Upola, although there are many, both on the north side and the south. There were 
some twelve vessels in port when I was there, a French, Russian, and American man- 
of-war, and two large merchant-ships, and the rest small craft. The harbor was well 
filled and the ships rolled their bilges about 5 feet up, and for the first week afterward 
it was smoother. They all lay moored head to the trades. During the winter-months, 
from December to April, the trades are broken up and come from the northward, when 
it is about impossible to get out of this port with a square-rigged vessel. As the swell 
comes in from N. N. E. pretty heavily, a vessel must be well found with plenty of 
ground-tackle to enable her to hold on. She must be anchored close under the reef 
abreast the American consul's house. But once in 30 years has the wind in this port 
been rated at a close-reefed breeze ; as the winds are never in proportion to the waves, 
it is conclusive, as the records show, that the hurricanes which sweep over the Fee- 
jees yearly with such fury traverse to the left hand from N. W. over the Feejees down 
to 18*^ or 20^ south latitude and revolve round over the Tonga group, and|round to the 
northward of the Samoa group, as these winds have never been experienced, and only 
a sea from the northward, which tumbles into all ports on the north side of the groap, 
which renders it very uncomfortable staying here during these mouths. At this time 
at Apia, during these months from December to April, comes in at N. N. E., with a 
worse sea. After blowing a moderate breeze for 1*2 hours, it chops round to N. W., 
blows fresh for about 12 hours, and clears up. A basin could be created at Apia, by- 
cutting 1,000 feet through the beach, which is 4^ feet above high-water mark, to a 
lagoon, where the ships would float in fresh water, protected from all weathers, at a 
cost of about J30,000. The air is 85° to 90°; water 80°. I will conclude my limited 
remarks in regard to the island of Upolu by saying that I know of no other island with 
the same form of government which all the chiefs are willing and desirous of ceding to 
the Americans, which would in that event be so valuable. From its commanding posi- 
tion in mid-Pacific, with the control of the commerce of all the islands which* are con- 
tiguous to this point, with Australia and New Zealand at their door to supply with, 
sugar, coffee, &c., no other group affords equal facility for a naval station as well as a 
coal-depot for steamers, with a most brilliant future for a most lucrative and extensive 
commercial enterprise. Of the 150 Europeans, all told, upon this island, they are all 
strongly in favor of having American law established over the islands. Mr. Weber 
has written some things since to the German government to establish a naval station 
with a view to a protectorate. I estimate the inhabitants of this isle at 10,000. 

SAWII. 

The great island of Sawii, which is a few miles to the west of Upolu, is 39 miles long 
and 20 broad. There is about 12 miles in the middle of this isle which is, like that of 
about two-thirds of the Sandwich Islands, a burnt cinder, upon which nothing can, 
grow. All th") rest of the island is like Upolu, the same soil and climate, with easy- 
undulating hills and extensive plains ; the same products, with the exception that the 
Irish potato grows on the uplands, which are higher than any of the rest of the group. 
There is a good trail completely around the island, which contains 10,000 inhabitants 
in 80 villages. It has no good harbor, but many anchorages in different parts. Dur- 
ing the trade-winds it is not so well watered as Upolu, but has abundant springs, 
which, together with the rains, is all that is needed to produce everything in abun- 
dance. Two fathoms of calico gives 100 cocoa-uuts. These, cut in slices and dried, 
weigh 60 or 70 pounds. About 25 per cent, of the oil is lost in drying them, but this 
loss is made good by the great demand for the white pulp, after the ou is pressed oat 
of it, which is made into all kinds of confectionery. Finally, the refuse of all is made 
into oil-cake, to fatten cattle. A machine could be sent here which would take out all 
the oil at this point. 

BOSE ISLAND. 

Rose Island is the eastern of all this group. It is a small, angular coral reef jnst 
above water. Mr. Weber bought it for $100, in trade, some years ago, to pifant 
'oa-nut trees on it, but they all died, as there was too much guano. It is a great 
t for birds, turtle, and fish. 
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GREAT MACNA. 'ANDS.* 



Great Mauna precipitously rises from the sea like a dome ; the height is*^ 
cipitously, and then more geutly to a height of 2,500 feet. It is 16 miles in circus 
and abounds in cocoa-nut, bread-fruit trees, bananas, tarra, sweet potatoes, yai. 
all tropical fruits ; also, pigs, fowls, &c. ^mt 

Fresh water is difficult to obtain ; it is also difficult to land on the island, like a v^' 
large number of islands in the Pacific. There are very few islands which have go(5?3, 
anchorage. The next island, distant 7 miles, is Olosega. It is a narrow ledge of rocks, 
rising perpendicularly, nearly, from the sea on both sides, and is three miles in length. 
It has no inhabitants at present. The next island is Opa, a small isle, close to Olosega, 
and resembling it. Has but few iahabitants; vegetation the same as Mauna. Fifteen 
tons cocoa-nut oil is made on these islands annually. There are about 500 inhabitants 
on them. The distance from this group to Tutuila is about 60 miles ; no dangers be- 
tween. The distance between Tutuila and Upolu is 36 miles, free from all dangers. 
From Upolu to Sawii, about S miles ; no dangers between. The natives of this group 
are, no doubt, the finest-looking people in the Pacific, and are certain to be classed 
among the best-moraled people in the world, as they are all Christians. I shall now 
close my limited remarks of this group, and, as I have said before, when a fair compar- 
ison is made between all the islands which I have mentioned, and others, such as the 
Sandwich Islands, which certainly contain not more than 1^ arable land, the rest being 
a burnt cinder, the balance is in favor of these islands. 

Scarce a foot of ground upon the whole island of Upolu can be found but what is 
capable of yielding most abundantly all the products mentioned above, but also many 
other articles of value, such as medicines and dye-woods. When we add to this island 
an eqaal amount of the same kind of land-products on this island of Sawii, and about 
i part of the isle of Tutuila, which is in valleys, and the numerous hill-sides ready to be 
converted into coffee-estates, with the most perfect system of irrigation in the world, 
from the passing showers, with a climate and soil uneqnaled in the tropics ; no reefs 
nor sunken dangers, plenty of good harbors, and the best in the Pacific ; no hurricanes 
or local diseases, inhabitants the most inoffensive, hospitable, and best-looking Chris- 
tians on the Pacific, the future importance of this group will be readily seen. 

E.WAKEMAN. 



No. 5. 

Mr. Sieinberger to the President, 

San Francisco, 
June 24, 1873. (Received July 11.) 

To his Excellency the President of the United States, 

^Ya8hingtony D. C. : 

I beg to say that I sail for the Navigators ou the day after to- 
morrow, and will explain delays to Secretary of State. There being no 
communication, I have been compelled to furnish my own means of 
conveyance. 

As per your instructions, I have this day drawn a draft upon the 
State Department (disbursing agent) for the remainder of the two thou- 
sand ($2,000) dollars, being twelve hundred and fifty ($1,250) dollars. 

I will present my report in November. 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



No. 6. 

Mr. Steinberger to Mr, Fish, 

San Francisco, 
June 24, 1873. (Received July 2.) 

Sir: My delay here has been unavoidable. There being no com 
munication with the Navigators, I have been compelled to fSrnish per- 
sonal conveyance, but thereby \rill g?i.in in time and effectiveness. 
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to-morrow, (26th,) taking with me a proper 

ling in November, 
draft ui)on State Department (disbursing 
fnce of the sum mentioned by his Excellency 

yoar most obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

Mngton, D. C. 



'So. 7. 

« 

Mr. Steinberger to Mr. lish. 

San Francisco, Gal., 
Decetnhcr 13, 1873. (Received December 22.) 

Sir : I have the honor to report return from Samoa. 
I ship per railroad to Washington a large collection of curio — pres- 
ents and native productions. My report, with accompanying docu- 
ments, I will carry with me, on or about the 17th instant. 
A severe passage and illness here prevented an earlier report. 
I have this day made draft upon the Department for $900, being 
within the $3,000, or $12 per diem, as per instructions. 
I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 

United States Special Agent. 
Hon. HAMILTON Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D, C. 



No. 8. 

Mr. Steinberjer to Mr. Fish. 

Saint Louis, February 9, 1874. (Received February 12.) 

Sib : I have the honor to report that I forward by mail (registered) 
my report, with accompanying documents. ^ 

I have been sufi'eriug with an attack of fever, consequent upon expos- 
ure, and finished my report among some relatives in Colorado. 

At this writing 1 am not well. May I call j'our attention to pages 35 
and 36, and ask your advice as to final disposition of the bird, now alive 
and well *? 
I have to report in Washington iti a few days. 

1 have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 

Special Agent. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington^ D. 0. 
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EEPORT ON SAMOA OR NAVIGATOR'S ISLANDS.* 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Fish, 

At Sea 
South Latitude 13o 10', Longitude West 168o 20'. 

Sir : Pursuant to instructions from the Department of March 29, 1873, 
I have the honor to report : 

That I sailed from San Francisco June 29, on the chartered pilot-boat 
Fanny, a schooner of forty-three tons, new measurement, for Samoa or 
Navigator's Islands. The care necessary in selecting a proper vessel 
for such a journey and its adaptability for the prosecution of my duties 
when at the islands, and also the adequate fitting out of the saoie, must 
be my apology for delay before sailing. 

All the measures of prudence employed have been justified by subse- 
quent experience. Besides the crew, I was accompanied only by a 
practical artist, who also acted as secretary. JEn route I touched at 
Honolulu, where I learned that the San Francisco newspapers had pre- 
ceded me. Hence I took immediat^e occasion to assure His Majesty 
King Lunalilo that I was in no wise accredited to his government, and 
that news-vendors in this, as in many other cases, were irresponsible 
agitators. 

Not unmindful of your oral suggestion that I might be ''an observer," 
I accepted an invitation to visit Pearl River Harbor, and, homeward- 
bound, again touched at Honolulu, and, while awaiting repairs to ves- 
sel, availed myself of the opportunity to visit sugar-estates and learn 
something of the Hawaiian Islands. Such estimates as I have formed 
of this group have been based upon personal observation uninfluenced 
by possible surroundings. 

The information obtained is subject to a call from the Department 
for special report. 

On the 6th day of August sighted Manna, the easternmost island of 
the Samoan group, the center of the island being in south latitude 14^ 
17', west longitude 169° 26'. There .being no harbor in Manna, and 
wishing to reserve an exploration of the island until a later day, I sailed 
for Tutuila, and, on the 17th day of August, at 8 o'clock a. m., anchored 
in tke harbor of Pagopago, inside of Swimming Point and abreast the 
village of Faga-to-no, in fourteen fathoms water, about a stone's throw 
from the beach ; south latitude 14^ 18', west longitude 170^ 40'. 

In locating places, I give specific points in harbors or anchorages, 
which will account for trifling variations from charts, Wilkes being 
marvelously correct in his astronomical observations and hydrographic 
surveys of this group. 

I shall ignore the term " Navigator^s," as the word is unknown to these 
islanders, 1 hey being a people of themselves, with a history, language, 
and traditions eminently Samoan. 

The Samoan group consists of nine inhabited islands, viz : Manna, 
Oloosinga, Ofoo. Anuu, Tutuila, Upolu, Manono, Apolima, aud Savaii. 
There are four islets stretching beyond the reef upon the eastern end 
of Upolu: Nuulua, Nutali, Taputapu, and Namoa; also an isolated islet 
between Manono and Apolima, called Niulapo. Neither of these islets 
id what is termed a coral-island. Though separated from the larger 
ones by shoals and coral reefs, yet they are all of the same formation 
and physical structure as the main-land. The entire group north and 
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pearance with the Pteropus Edicardoii of Madagascar, is very abundant, 
once considered sacred, and entered very largely into the stracture of 
their reverential religion. It attains great size, often measuring 4 feet 
from tip to tip of wings. It is neither carnivorous nor insectivorous, 
feeding, as it does, exclusively upou fruits. I have brought two live 
specimens with me, and have had abundant opportunity to determine 
this statement, notwithstanding the generally received opinions of natu- 
ralists to the contrary. 

Water-fowl are scarcely worthy of mention. A few are found in the 
water-courses of eastern Savaii. 

There are no poisonous reptiles in the Samoan group, but there is a 
considerable variety of harmless snakes upou the islands of Savaii — 
white, red, green, black, and spotted. I saw the first reptiles in the 
islands at the village of Asou, in Savaii, and there learned of the " crow- 
ing snake," ( Yivimi gata.) It is the subject of native songs. The testi- 
mony of both whites and natives points directly to the fact that they 
have a snake which crows like a cock, 1 did not see or hear one. The 
apparent physical impossibility of such an anomaly made me skeptical, 
but the unequivocal testimony of the missionaries to the existence of 
such a reptile seems too strong to be rejected. 

It has long been supposed that snakes were not found in the Polyne- 
sian Islands; that they belonged only to continents or islands contiguous 
to continents. Certainly, they are not found upon any island of the 
Pacific north of the British colonies, excepting Savaii. 

A conchologist associated with me would have had a most inviting 
field for studv. The beaches, reefs, and estuaries of Samoa abound in 
beautiful shells and shell-fish of numerous varieties. The curious fish 
which sport among the coral present an almost endless variety of gor- 
geous hues, some of them possessing a metallic luster of marvelous 
richness, altogether affording a most amusing study. 

Fishes used as food are also very abundant, though the variety is 
meager. They are the varieties common to southern seas, dolphin, bo- 
nito, and mullet being most abundant, the latter taken in the bays and 
lagoons in great quantities. Bonito-fishing is an amusement as well as 
an industry. Every prominent family owns its bonito-fishing canoe, 
(vaaah.) The fish are taken in rough seas beyond the reefs, and the em- 
ployment gives fair opportunity for the exercise of great skill in the 
management of their boats by the fishermen. 

The climate of the Samoan group presents striking diff'erences from 
most, if not all, the islands of the same latitude in the Pacific Ocean. 
After exertion its debilitating effect is plainly- apparent to a foreigner in 
a mental and physical prostration, no premonitions of which are felt, 
however, while in action, excepting when protracted to an unusual ex- 
tent. 

A careful reading of the thermometer during four months in various 
parts of the islands at sea-level, night and^iay, gives a mean temperature 
of 80.60. This is a higher range of the mercury than more prolonged 
readings would show. The following, taken from the reading of Rev. S. 
J. Whitmee, at Malua, Upolu, for 1872, is perhaps a fair* estimate. 

Highest reading in shade, December 17, at noon, 87 ; at noon, Decem- 
ber 18 and 19, 86 ; October 30, November 5, December 16 and 20, 
85 5 July 21, at 6 o'clock a. ra., 70; July 23, at 6 o'clock a. m., 71 ; May 
28, June 5, August 9 and 10, and December 10, 72 ; mean temperature 
during 1872, 78.33. On the 11th day of August, in the harbor of Pago- 
pago, from 11 a. m. to 3 p. m., in the shade without wind, the ther- 
mometer stood <it sea-level 88.70. 
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At an altitude of 300 feet, 88 ; at an altitude of 1,000 feet, 86 ; at an 
altitude of 1,500 feet, 84 ; at an altitude of 1,750 feet, 81 ; temperature 
of water in the bay, 87. The same relative thermometrical changes 
In altitude are found upon the higher mountains of Upolu and Savaii, 
with lower temperature upon the southern or weather side of the 
mountains, the atmosphere being tempered by the prevailing south- 
east trades. 

Eains are evenly distributed throughout the year, excepting the 
months of January, February, and March, when northern winds and 
rainstorms often sweep over the islands. 

Destructive storms are of rare occurrence. Hurricanes such as rush, 
over the Feejees to the southwest and the Society Islands to the east 
are almost unknown. The uniformity of the trade-winds and the vast 
expanse of ocean surrounding the islands seem to insure the group 
against sudden climatic changes. 

A striking peculiarity of the climate is found in the fact that the 
difference of temperature between the sun and shade is seldom more 
tan 7^. Repeated observations made with a cloudless sky and vertical 
sun, showed 82° in the shade and 89^ in the sun. At no time have I 
found a greater difference between sun and shade than 10°, while the 
average has been 7°. 

The equability of climate renders one extremely sensitive to even 
very small changes in the temperature ; 82° at 9 o'clock p. m. may be 
warm, while a fall of 3^, 79^' at midnight, makes blankets desirable. 
These I esteem to be significant facts, having no little bearing upon 
the general health of the inhabitants, and a fitting subject for scientific 
investigation. 

The Samoans are not exempt from diseases, being afflicted with spinal- 
complaints, diseases of the skin, eyes, and the lungs, with elephantiasis 
prevailing to a great extent. Diseases of the spine are far less prev- 
alent than in the neighboring groups, most common in infancy, and 
resulting in curvature of the spine ; but the hunchback, when grown, is 
generally vigorous and healthy. Such cases are rarely, if ever, menin- 
gitis, the brain not .being affected. The skin-disease, Samoan ilameUj has 
the appearance of soriasis, most prevalent among children, which they 
seem to outgrow. Children's living in a state of nudity and playing in 
the hot sands of the sea-coast seems to suggest a reason for such afflic- 
tions. 1 have found but few cases of ophthalmia proper. *In afflictions 
of the eye the pupil is not diseased, and sight seldom impaired or de- 
stroyed, though there are many cases where the eyelids are badly 
affected and the membranes of the eye inflamed. 

Diving in salt water and continual exposure to the sun's rays upon 
the white sands of the beach, in some districts, is the primary cause of 
the general prevalence of sore eyes. Having in mind the statement of 
Commodore Wilkes, in 1839, that " one fifth of the population of Savaii 
were afflicted with ophthalmia, and very many blind," I sought every 
opportunity of determining the accuracy of the statement. I visited 
every village in Savaii, and met the greater proportion of the natives. 
In this island I saw but three cases of total blindness, and a less pro- 
portion of eye-diseases than exists in our large cities. This estimate will 
apply to the whole group, with the single exception of Manua, eastern- 
most island, where about one-twentieth of the population have diseased 
eyes, and quite a number are blind. From careful inquiry, however, I 
became satisfied that diseases of the eye were far more numerous in the 
last than they are in the present generation. So far as I know, I saw 
no cases of amaurosis. I found the whites entirely exempt from such 
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affectious. Lung-complaints among the natives are a prevailing malady, 
arising probably from continual exposure and a want of knowledge of 
the proper remedies in the incipiency of the disease. 

Laryngeal, bronchial, or tubercular consumption is very rare. I did 
not see a case of phthisis pulmonalis. Affections of the lungs are from 
sudden colds, often inducing pleurisy or pneumonia ; and usually so 
rapid and exhausting is the attack that only the most vigorous consti- 
tution survives it. In such, as well as rheumatic attacks, the natives 
resort to- lumi lumi^ a system of pounding and kneading the body, which 
is at times very efficacious. 

Venereal diseases are almost unknown ; it would be almost impossible 
to conceal a case should it exist. Aware of the prevalence of loathsome 
diseases among aboriginal people generally, I was astonished to find an 
almost entire immunity from such maladies upon the part of the Samo- 
ans. I saw one case, female, on Savaii, a Samoan, but recently from 
Tonga. This single case was an object of the attention and deep indig- 
nation of the natives in the surrounding country. 

Leprosy is not known in the Samoan group, not a single case existing^ 

Elephantiasis is the scourge of the South Seas. There is scarcely a 
village in Samoa which has not one or more cases. The disease is usu- 
ally heralded by an attack of chills and fever, and rapidly develops 
itself, seeming to defy medical skill. The limb soons swells to an enor- 
mous size, though the general health does not seem to be seriously im- 
paired ; and the victim of this malady moves about without seeming 
discomfort. Not unfrequently the testicles are attacked, and often 
become frightful tumors. I have seen cases operated upon where the 
extirpated tumor weighed seventy-seven pounds. Dr. George A. Turner, 
at Apia, of the London Missionary Society, has operated ux^on many 
cases without losing a single one, usually saving one testicle. In nine 
cases the average weight of the tumor was twenty-two pounds. Expos- 
ure and constant life in the water are among the causes assigned for the 
general prevalence of elephantiasis. But it is not restricted to the na- 
tives. Whites long resident in the islands are likewise subject to it. Of 
late years surgeons in the British navy have given earnest and com- 
mendable attention to this disease. 

The natives have rude and primitive ideas of surgery. A broken 
back, when the spinal cord is not severed, is quickly, and often effect- 
ively, treated as a broken arm or leg would be. Trepanning is^well 
known among them, and often practiced ; also phlebotomy. Wlien a 
knowledge of the science of medicine and surgery, as known and prac- 
ticed among enlightened nations, shall become diffused among these 
islanders, I doubt not that the diseases which are now destructive to 
them will become as amenable to treatment as they are in our own 
country. 

The natives of the South Sea Islands are generally regarded as Ma- 
layan or Papuan — the latter the Polynesian negro, intensified in New 
Guinea and Australia, and modified in the Feejees; while the broad 
face, heavy features, and dark skin of the Hawaiian speak of Papuan 
admixture. 

The Maori of New Zealand, the Tahitian, the Tongese, and Samoan 
toe the Polynesian Malay, the latter a fairer physical and mental type 
ot manhood than the Asiatic Malay of to-day. Never subject to the in- 
roads of other races, and consequent admixture, uncorrupted and un- 
changed, they have preserved many of their original characteristics. 
The face has many of the distinctive marks of the European. Generally 
the profile ik decided and the facial angle distinct, the occiput broad, 
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but seldom elevated. Unlike the Malay, the nose is never artificially 
flattened, deformity of person never having been practiced among thenu 
The nose is asaally straight, but not so delicate in structure as that of 
the whites ; the mouth large, and lips thicker than those of the Europe- 
ans. The profile of the young girls is often very pronounced ; the hair 
black, soit, and sometimes fine and wg,vy — never crisp and curly in either 
sex. Among the men beards are not so general as among the whites ; 
yet many have luxuriant beards. The eye is black, soft, and pleasing,, 
giving that melancholy air and " meekness " of expression which Hum- 
boldt says is characteristic of the islanders of the Pacific. The skin is 
dark olive, resembling polished copper, presenting no difference in the 
sexes, though the prominent chiefs and better families are much lighter, 
with smoother (^kin. They are also taller and more sym metrical in person 
than the common people. The infant is much lighter in complexion than 
the adult. The male Bamoan is tall, erect, and proud in bearing, with 
smooth, straight, and well-rounded limbs, the contour of person seldom 
presenting muscular protuberance or development. The females are 
generally slight, especially the young girls ; erect and symmetrical, easy 
and graceful in their movements, the chiarm of lightheartedness seem- 
ing to follow every action. 

Beauty of feature is not the rule, though many of the village maids 
are exceedingly beautiful. The Samoan does not incline to obesity, sel- 
dom losing his erect bearing and roundness of limb and figure. The 
" Emma," of the Malietoa family, mentioned by Commodore Wilkes in 
1838, then a young girl, is now, at the age of fifty, a beautiful woman. 

Though internecine war has often desolated the islands, and the jeal- 
ousy of districts, chiefs, and families is great, yet the Samoans, as a peo- 
ple, are mild and peaceful in their instincts, mirth-loving, generous, and 
happy in their peaceful state. Though possessing superior powers of 
endurance, and great energy in action, the people, as a race, shrink from 
labor. 

Heretofore, without a stimulus, ambition has not created objective 
motives. Accumulation, or even a desire to amass wealth, is almost 
foreign to their natures. 

Communism is a creed among them, but is confined to the members of 
the family. This has ever been an effectual bar to the accumulation of 
property. Their aptitude is evidenced by the facility with which they 
receive and retain the teachings of the missionaries, learn the habits of 
foreigners, and comprehend the power of the whites from unity, organ- 
ization, and industry. Their ingenuity is displayed in the building of 
houses, boats, barricades, and forts, as well as the simpler mechanisms 
and appliances used in daily life. 

The Samaons are fond of music, though having no appreciation of 
melody. A crude harmony pervades their vocal music 5 in fact, their 
voices keep time to the stroke of their boat paddles, and, in marching, to 
their tread. In church and school each child seems to outvie the others 
in vocal power and compass. The discordance produced is in a measure 
compensated for by a soft and caressing language. Instrumental music 
is confined to the beating of sticks upon mats and hollow logs. The 
aptitude of the children and their tenacity of memory are significant 
facts which give promise for the future, and are a hopeful index of the 
native capacity of this people. I repeatedly examined classes in school, 
and was astonished at the quickness and precision of their answers^ 
often seeing quite young scholars who would repeat whole chapters of 
the Bible, answer every question in the catechism, while not a few very 
bright ones would repeat any hymn called for by number from a book 
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south is between 13^ 27' and 14o 18' south latitude, and extends from 
1690 28' west longitude to 172o 48' west longitude. 

The water-spaces between the islands are free from shoals or outlying 
reefs, while the island hea<llands are certain guides to the navigator. 
Strong currents frequently set through the channels, and, beating to 
windward, especially with square-rigged vessels, lengthen the passage 
between the islands. 

The prevailing winds are southeast trades, which are more uniform 
than the northeast trades, at times strong, but seldom approaching a 
gale. The entire group is of volcanic formation, but everywhere gives 
evidence of great antiquity, though in 1866 a great column of fire burst 
forth from the ocean, between Manua and Oloosinga, and rose like a 
pillar to the height of a thousand or more feet, continuing for a period 
of two weeks, and then subsided. And now it is diflBcult,to get sound- 
ings over the same place. This is certainly an anomaly in the history 
of Samoa. Although distinct volcanoes are found upon all the islands, 
yet no account of their eruptions is found in native history or tradition. 

The islands seem to have been lifted from the ocean-bed by a mighty 
convulsion — a subterranean upheaval previous to the earth's crusts be- 
ing broken. 

On the island of Upolu I found masses of coral in the watercourses 
and imbedded in ancient cellular lava at 2,500 feet above sea-level, 
while marine shells may be found upon the plateaus and mountains 
throughout the group. 

Nowhere upon the island have I found a possible indication of primi- 
tive formation or secondary rocks ; the entire land-surface plainly show- 
ing the immense flow of lava subsequent to upheaval. 

On the western shore of the bay of Pagopago, at the base of Meta- 
fau, and also on the coast-line south of Tower Rock, are seen evidences 
of craters opening through stratified rock. Here 1 found whinstone 
dikes and breccia ; the trap breccias washed by the ocean are exposed. 
This agglomeration of minerals is composed of sharp, angular, and fre- 
quently rounded fragments ; the whole mass iron-stained with perco- 
lating water of a chalybeate character, the vesicular lava slightly decom- 
posed. 

In the trap formation I have failed to find feldspar or hornblende, the 
latter giving place to.augite, and the entire group being now properly 
composed of lamella or augitic basalt ; the entire absence of alkalies or 
the zeolite family suggesting a reason for the non-decomposition of the 
lava as found in the Hawaiian and other volcanic islands in the Pacific. 

Red earth, in fields or layers, such as cover large tracts in the Society 
Islands, is not found in Samoa, except a species of red ocher in small 
quantities near Lufilufi on the north side of Upolu. This is used by the 
natives for painting their common cloth, " siapo." The evidence of the 
most recent volcanoes I found on the north coast of Savaii, between Ma- 
tautu and Asau, where the trap breccias are piled up several hundred 
feet; the northern wall of the crater broken through, and the lava in 
folds stretching down the ravines. Here the seams and folds seem to 
show recent cooling and are scarcely worn by the elements. The vege- 
tation within the crater is meager and stunted. 

In the district Aana, western portion of Upolu, is the mountain of 
Sufua, an extinct volcano 2,500 feet high. The crater is about 600 feet 
deep ; the circular rim of the cone perfect in its uniformity ; the inner 
walls gently sloping and lined with vegetation ; the floor about 3O0 
acres, level, and covered with a magnificent growth of timber, in fact a 
forest of stately trees. 
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Upon the southeast point of Savaii is a headland 700 feet high, called 
by the natives Aganoa. This, also, is an extinct cmter, the inner walls 
nearly perpendicular; the descent for 700 feet is o\er ragged and jut- 
ting masses of lava, and is extremely difficult ; beyond this and far be- 
low the ocean's level the walls are a sheer descent. 1 regret that 1 had 
not the appliances for further explorations. 

The highest mountains in each of the islands are conical or spire- 
shaped. Where all evidences of craters have been destroyed by time 
and the action of the elements, upon such mountains are found 
ancient vesicular lava and amygdaloids, the olivine often disintegrated, 
aad found in the water-courses. Lava, in stratification or folds, is gener- 
ally distributed over the islands, often presenting a granular ai)pear- 
ance. 

At Apia I was told of an ancient work built of " cut stone " about 
one day's journey in the mountains. I visited it with native guides, and 
found stone pillars and slabs for flooring, the whole forming a circle. 
The uniformity in the size of the stones, and their smoothness, certainly 
looked like the stone-cuttei^s work. These ruins were in a dense forest 
with a heavy growth of underbrush. Penetrating this, I found under 
an overhanging cliff a quarry of laminated lava, granular in appear- 
ance and of fine texture. This discovery furnished an immediate solu- 
tion of the '* cut-stone" problem. But by whom and when this struc- 
ture was erected, and for what purposes, whether this island ever had 
an age analogous to that of the Druids, or that of Central Mexico at the 
time of the Spanish conquest, I leave to the conjecture of others, since 
the inhabitants have no traces of history or tradition which throw any 
light on the subject. 

The line of the mountains follows the general course of the islands, L e., 
from east to west, the south side generally precipitous, forming a rough 
and broken sea-front with few harbors or secure anchorages upon the 
south or weather side of the islands, though there are indentations in the 
coast-line where the inner waters are protected by a coral-reef stretching 
across the opening, such as Satupaitea on Savaii, and Faliolili on 
TJpolu. With such exceptions the south coast is *' iron-bound,'' the 
lava forming a level and naked plateau between the hills and the sea. 

Here the great swell of the ocean breaks continually with deafening 
roar. These lava sea-walls are from 20 to 50 feet above the sea-level, 
pierced in many places by caverns at the water-line, or beneath, having 
vertical openings upon the lava-fields. Through these caverns the waters 
rush, and forcing their way through the inner perpendicular opening, 
form a magnificent jet (Teau. When the southeast winds blow strong 
and the ocean is heaving, the water-columns may be seen at a great dis- 
tance from the land. 

This description of the south side of the mountain-chain applies 
equally well to the north side of the island of Tutuila. Excepting about 
one-third of the island, west end, the mountains rise precipitously from 
the ocean upon either side, to a height of from 1,200 to 2,327 feet, height 
of Matafu, the tops pointed and the sides indurated and scarred. 

Upon Upoln and Savaii, after leaving the broken summits of the 
mountain-chain, the northern descent is gradual to the ocean, forming 

great plateaus, long stretches of gentle slopes, and broad valleys. 
Associated with the geological structure of these islands are the caves 

of Savaii. They seem hitherto to have attracted no attention, not even 

the missionaries having visited them. I entered one through a well-like 

opening, upon the level ground back of the village of Saleaula. This 

opening was caused by the arfch of the cave breaking, the debris being 
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piled upon tbe floor. The roof is a perfect arcb, and quite as syaiinet- 
rical as the finest railway-tunnel. 

Traversing this cave a distance of about a mile and a half toward tbe 
sea, I cam^ to a cross-section, or passage, running at right angles, of 
the same size and physical structure. This opening I followed nearly a 
mile, finding a uniform level, with good air. I returned to the main 
cave, and followed it perhaps half a mile, when it branched; continuing 
to the right another half mile I found the roof broken and further prog- 
ress checked, but discovered a small opening upward, sufficiently large 
for egress. I did not determine tbe full extent of these subtefraneati 
passages. I would not estimate the floor to be more than 20 feet above the 
level of the ocean, while the roof is scarcely more than 10 feet in thick- 
ness. This arterial system of caves is beneath a wide and level stretch 
of country very heavily timbered. I incline to the belief that they are 
connected with the oceaii, as in some places upon the floor the water 
was quite salt. Like subterranean channels, no doubt^ account for the 
fresh-water springs upon the beach in many places. In the bay of Sa- 
tnpaitai is a great spring of fresh water, 50 feet from low-water mark, 
which boils like a huge caldron from the rocks beneath. Here the na- 
tives bathe in fresh water, though surrouuded by the brine of the ocean. 

In the small island of Anuu is a mud lake, likewise connected with 
the ocean, as it rises and falls regularly with the ocean-tides. A most 
interesting field is here opened for the researches of the geologist. A. 
still more remarkable phenomenon is presented upon Quiros Island, 
northeast of Savaii two hundred and thirty miles, a reef-island or atoll ; 
the circular reef low, scarce high enough to re.^ist the waves during a 
northern gale. This reef surrounds a lagoon of fresh water, in which 
small vessels might anchor. It seems reasonable that the water-sheds 
of Samoa, by subterranean i)assages, supply this lagoon with fresh 
water ; hence I have alluded to it. The southern or windward sides of 
the islands are rock-bound, and without coral-reefs, except in the es- 
tuaries and such places as 1 shall refer to in detailed description of each 
island. 

On no part of Manua, Anuu, or Tutuila are the coral-reefs extensive, 
while the whole northern coast of the larger islands of Upolu and Savaii 
have a sea-barrier of coral, at many points stretching two miles into the 
ocean, usually shelving downward toward the land, leaving inside 
water-courses, which channels are navigated by the native crafts, giving 
them easy and facile communication between the villages. The outer 
edge of the reef at low tide is often exposed ; seldom perpendicular, 
usually inclining inward. Upon this feef the waves roll, and, breaking, 
comb over in successive cascades. 

The island of Manona, off the western end of Upolu, and distant two 
miles, is entirely surrounded by a coral reef. These reefs have many 
passages or breaches opening into the bays. Many of. these breaks are 
only boat- passages, while some are larger channels, such as make the 
entrance to Apia and Fangaloa harbors in Upolu. 

The warm and equable climate, the moisture of the atmosphere, 
joined to a vigorous and prolific soil, have clothed these islands with a 
varied and luxuriant vegetation. 

Leaving the naked, scarred, and burned mountains of Hawaii and 
approaching the Samoan Islands, the contrast is certainly cheering. 
Eternal summer gives to the latter a perennial flora. From base to 
mountain-top is covered with verdure. Excepting the shoreline of lava 
'before mentioned, and a lava-field of a few miles in area on the eastern 
•end of Savaii, there is no space of bare or naked land in the entire 
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group. The soil is a lich mold upou the slopes, aucl even upon the pre- 
cipitous mountain -sides, while the valleys and level tracts are a deep 
alluvial deposit of the same, the whole a decomposition of vegetable 
matter with only a slight proportion of decomposed lava ; this being im- 
pregnated with iron, makes a vigorous tillable loam. So rapid is the 
growth and decay of vegetable matter, and so long has it been accumu- 
lating, that the interstices of broken lava upon abrupt declivities are 
filled with soil, which is again protected from heavy washes by trees and 
shrubbery. 

Upon a near approach to the islands the groves of cocoa-nut trees are 
seen lining the beach, with native villages nestling among them. The 
background of abrupt hills or long easy slopes is covered with a heavy- 
growth of timber. Perhaps no islands in the Pacific have such prime- 
val forests, and such a variety of valuable woods — tall and symmetri- 
cal trees with clear and uniform stems seldom found in groves of hard- 
wood; heavy timber-trees with umbrageous foliage, and groves of 
hghter, softer, but more perishable trees. 

The TamanUj {Callophyllum inophyllum^) so often described by visitors 
to Tahiti, is a native also of Samoa. It is found upon all the islands 
of the group, but is most abundant upon the higher slopes of Upolu 
and Savail. It is a heavy tree, with spreading branches, the trunk often 
4 feet in diameter, the trees seldom growing together. 

The Fetau is perhaps the most valuable timber-tree in the group, not 
so large in the trunk as the TamanUy but taller, much more abundant 
and accessible, the wood being of various shades of red, of fine texture, 
and enduring polish. The Fau (Hibiscus taliaceus) is common to most 
islands of the Pacific ; here it is very abundant, and more valuable to the 
natives than any other tree, except, perhaps, the cocoa-nut. and bread- 
fruit. The wood is much used for canoes, but its value Is in its fibrous 
inner bark, from which fishing-nets and fine lines are made, also a beau- 
tiful white mat with a soft nap, 6 or 7 inches in length, much resem- 
bling a fine dressed sheep-skin. The tensile strength of this fiber is 
much greater than that of silk or hemp. 

The aao^ banyan-tree, (Ficfus indica^) is too well known to need a de- 
scription here. It is not abundant in Samoa, though perhaps as much 
so as in the Indies, considering the area of the islands; here it is the 
monarch of the forest, lifting its great leafy dome above the surround- 
ing foliage. It may be seen from the coast, miles in the interior. 

The ifi^ native chestnut, and the vi are both large trees, growing in 
abundance, taking second rank among the Samoan trees. Both are 
fruit-bearing. The t?i, known in Tahiti as the Brazilian plum, bears 
but once a year. The fruit, when ripe, is of a rich orange-color, as large 
as the largest peach. It is very nutritious, and in taste more nearly 
approaches the apple than does any other tropical fruit. The ifi^ or 
chestnut, is particularly attractive from its graceful stem and buttresses, 
which grow out from the trunk at the base. These remarkable but- 
tresses surround the tree in perfect regularity, having very thin bark, 
and are sometimes six or eight feet high, gradually tapering from the 
tree to the earth. 

Accompanying document marked **M" is a memorandum of the prin- 
cipal trees of this group. They are numbered to correspond with pieces 
and sections of the trees which I have had carefully prepared and 
marked. The list is by no means complete, but accurate, as I have per- 
Booally inspected each tree from which the samples were taken. With 
a larger craft, I would have brought to the United States a section from 
the trunk of each. 

H. Ex. 161 2 
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cook mellow and have the same flavor. The tarra, which is the main source of food in 
all the islands, is here in the most prolific, perfect condition. WaterTmelons, musk- 
melons, squashes, pumpkins, and all kinds of garden vegetahles, as radishes, onions, 
lettuce, everything that is put in the ground, here do well. Tohacco is indigenous, 
hut has not heen cultivated to any extent, although it constitutes the principal ar- 
ticle of trade. This island Upola is about thirty-eight miles long by ten broaid, and 
from the fact that the passing showers of rain visit it, constitutes the most per- 
fect system of irrigation that could be desired. I can see no reason why this isle 
in a few years should not become a Java, a Borneo, a Mauritius, a Ceylon, Cuba, or a 
Barbadoes, and in fact, when a comparison of all the other islands is made with Upolu, 
when more than three-fourths of the island is like a garden-soil, and when we know 
that not more than a quarter part of all those islands and others which have contrib- 
uted such immense wealth to the world's commerce, are arable, the future importance 
of this group may be readily seen. The harbor of Apia is the best on the island of 
Upola, although there are many, both on the north side and the south. There were 
some twelve vessels in port when I was there, a French, Russian, and American man- 
of-war, and two large merchant-ships, and the rest small craft. The harbor was well 
filled and the ships rolled their bilges about 5 feet up, and for the first week afterward 
it was smoother. They all lay moored head to the trades. During the winter-months, 
from December to April, the trades are broken up and come from the northward, when 
it is about impossible to get out of this port with a square-rigged vessel. As the swell 
comes in from N. N. E. pretty heavily, a vessel must be well found with plenty of 
ground-tackle to enable her to hold on. She must be anchored close under the reef 
abreast the American consul's house. But once in 30 years has the wind in this port 
been rated at a close-reefed breeze ; as the winds are never in proportion to the waves, 
it is conclusive, as the records show, that the hurricanes which sweep over the Fee- 
jees yearly with such fury traverse to the left hand from N. W. over the Feejees down 
to 18P or 20° south latitude and revolve round over the Tonga group, and|round to the 
northward of the Samoa group, as these winds have never been experienced, and only 
a sea from the northward, which tumbles into all ports on the north side of the group, 
which renders it very uncomfortable staying here during these mouths. At this time 
at Apia, during these months from December to April, comes in at N. N. E., with a 
worse sea. After blowing a moderate breeze for li hours, it chops round to N. W., 
blows fresh for about 12 hours, and clears up. A basin could be created at Apia, by 
cutting 1,000 feet through the beach, which is 4i feet above high-water mark, to a 
lagoon, where the ships would float in fresh water, protected from all weathers, at a 
cost of about $30,000. The air is 85° to 90°; water 8(P, I will conclude my limited 
remarks in regard to the island of Upolu by saying that I know of no other island with 
the same form of government which all the chiefs are willing and desirous of ceding to 
the Americans, which would in that event be so valuable. From its commanding posi- 
tion in mid-Pacific, with the control of the cdmmerce of all the islands whicli' are con- 
tiguous to this point, with Australia and New Zealand at their door to supply with 
sugar, coffee, &c., no other group affords equal facility for a naval station as well as a 
coal-depot for steamers, with a most brilliant fiiture for a most lucrative and extensive 
commercial enterprise. Of the 150 Europeans, all told, upon this island, they are all 
strongly in favor of having American law established over the islands. Mr. Weber 
has written some things since to the German government to establish a naval station 
with a view to a protectorate. I estimate the inhabitants of this isle at 10,000. 

SAWII. 

The great island of Sawii, which is a few miles to the west of Upolu, is 39 miles long 
and 20 broad. There is about 12 miles in the middle of this isle which is, like that of 
about two-thirds of the Sandwich Islands, a burnt cinder, upon which nothing can, 
grow. All th<^ rest of the island is like Upolu, the same soil and climate, with easy 
undulating hills and extensive plains ; the same products, with the exception that the 
Irish potato grows on the uplands, which are higher than any of the rest of the group. 
There is a good trail completely around the island, which contains 10,000 inhabitants 
in 80 villages. It has no good harbor, but many anchorages in different parts. Dur- 
ing the trade-winds it is not so well watered as Upolu, but has abundant springs, 
which, together with the rains, is all that is needed to produce everything in abun- 
dance. Two fathoms of calico gives 100 cocoa-nuts. These, cut in slices and dried, 
weigh 60 or 70 pounds. About 25 per cent, of the oil is lost in drying them, but this 
loss is made good by the great demand for the white pulp, after the on is pressed out 
of it, which is made into all kinds of confectionery. Finally, the refuse of all is made 
into oil-cake, to fatten cattle. A machine could be sent here which would take out all 
the oil at this point. 

ROSE ISLAND. 

Rose Island is the eastern of all this group. It is a small, angular coral reef just 
above water. Mr. Weber bought it for $100, in trade, some years ago, to plant 
cocoa-nut trees on it, but they all died, as there was too much guano. It is a great 
resort for birds, turtle, and fish. 
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GREAT MAUNA. N^NDS.* 

Great Manna precipitously rises from the sea like a dome ; the height isV 
cipitonsly) and then more gently to a height of 2,500 feet. It is 16 miles in circi\ 
and ahounds in cocoa-nut, bread-fruit trees, bananas, tarra, sweet potatoes, yalv 
all tropical fruits ; also, pigs, fowls, &c. hO' 

Fresh water is difficult to ohtain ; it is also difficult to land on the island, like a vj^" 
larffe number of islands in the Pacific. There are very few islands which have gO(5^ 
anchorage. The next island, distant 7 miles, is Olosega. It is a narrow ledge of rocks ,Nv 
rising perpendicularly, nearly, from the sea on both sides, and is three miles in length. ' 
It has no inhabitants at present. The next island is Opa, a small isle, close to Olosega, 
and resembling it. Has bnt few iuhabitants; vegetation the same as Manna. Fifteen 
tons cocoa-nut oil is made on these islands annually. There are about 500 inhahitants 
on them. The distance from this gronp to Tutuila is abont 60 miles ; no dangers be- 
t^^een. The distance between Tutuila and Upolu is 36 miles, free from all dangers. 
From Upolu to Sawii, about S miles ; no dangers between. The natives of this group 
are, no donht, the finest-looking people in tbe Pacific, and are certain to be classed 
among the best-moraled people in the world, as they are all Christians. I shall now 
close my limited remarks of this gronp, and, as I have said before, when a fair compar- 
ison is made between all the islands which I have mentioned, and others, such as the 
Sandwich Islands, which certainly contain not more than 1^ arable land, the rest being 
a bnrnt cinder, the balance is in favor of these islands. 

Scarce a foot of ground upon the whole island of Upolu can be found but what is 
capable of yielding most abundantly all the products mentioned above, bnt also many 
other articles of value, such as medicines and dye-woods. When we add to this island 
an equal amount of the same kind of land-products on this island of Sawii, and about 
^ part of the isle of Tutuila, which is in valleys, and the numerous hill-sides ready to be 
converted into coffee-estates, with the most perfect system of irrigation in the world, 
from the passing showers, with a climate and soil unequaled in the tropics ; no reefs 
nor sunken dangers, plenty of good harbors, and the best in the Pacific ; no hurricanes 
or local diseases, inhabitants the most inoffensive, hospitable, and best-looking Cliris- 
tians on tbe Pacific, the future importance of this group will be readily seen. 

E. WAKEMAN. 



No. 5. 

Mr, Sieinherger to the President. 

San Francisco, 
June 24, 1873. (Received July 11.) 

To his Excellency the President of the United States, 

Washington^ D, C ; 

I heg to say that I sail for the Navigators on the day after to- 
morrow, and will explain delays to Secretary of State. There beiug no 
commanication, I have been compelled to farnish my own means of 
conveyance. 

As per your instructions, I have this day drawn a draft upon the 
State Department (disbursing agent) for the remainder of the two thou- 
sand ($2,000) dollars, being twelve hundred and fifty ($1,250) dollars. 

I will present my report in November. 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEIXBERGER. 



No. 6. 

Mr. Sieinherger to Mr, Fish. 

San Francisco, 
June 24, 1873. (Ueceived July 2.) 

Sir: My delay here has been unavoidable. There "being no com 
manication with the Navigators, I have been comp^Wed to Ornish per- 
sonal conveyance, but thereby will gfi-in in time and. eS^ct\venea» 
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and was mainly tbe ref^ult of intrigue and a mercenary desire npon the 
part of ambitious and evil whites, and at a time, too, wbeu tbe Bamoaii 
was coming to appreciate tbe benefits of peace. Of tbis war I will treat 
more fully in tbe bistory of my intercourse witb tbe natives. 

In 1839 Commodore Wilkes gave to tbe group a population of fifty- 
six thousand six hundred. Tbis could only be an approximation to the 
exact number. At that time a correct census could not be taken, and tbe 
number of tbe population was mainly conjectural. I incline to tbe belief 
that tbis was an overestimate, as it was shortly after the Aana war, 
which was the most destructive strife known in their history. A cor- 
rect census, taken in 1863 by tbe missionaries of the London Missionary 
Society, gave a total population of thirty -four thousand six hundred and 
three. 

In 1869 the religious census taken was as follows : 

Manua, Oloosiga, Ofoo 1, 431 

TutuUa, Anna 3,450 

Upolu 16,610 

ManoQo, Apoliuia 946 

Savaii - 12,670 

Total 35,107 

The religions were divided as follows : 

Adherents of London Missionary Society — Independents, Presbyterians 27, 021 

Wesleyan Chnrch 5,082 

Eomau Catholic 3,004 

Total 35,107 

This censns shows a decrease in the population of five hundred and 
four from 1863 to 1869, supposing the former census to be correct, the 
latter being absolutely correct, each family, and every member of the 
family, being known to the missionaries and the native teacher in each 
village. The recent war, which lasted two years, may account for this 
decrease, as society and families were disrupted; though, perhaps, not 
more than one hundred people perished in actual strife. It is estimated 
that there has been an increase of native population in the last year of 
about one hundred and seventy. 

%The first organized efforts for tbe Christianizing of the natives were 
inaugurated by Kev. John Williams in 1830, and, as has already been 
stated, the natives rapidly and honestly accepted tbe teachings of the 
missionaries, and their precious seed fell upon good soil. Tbe native 
was kind, hospitable, and apt in learning. The missionaries, who had 
encountered a thousand dangers in other islands, here found ^^ green 
pastures and still waters.'' Now a Bible is found in every house ; daily 
prayers are the rule, and not the exception, in every family. There is a 
church In every village, built of stone, and plastered, inside and out, 
witb lime made from coral. Divine service is regularly attended by 
tbe whole native population. 

A missionary has jurisdiction over a district. In each district are 
native teachers, usually one for each village, who are educated and reg- 
ularly assigned to duty. 

Tbe London Missionary Society have a religious training institution 
at Malua, twelve miles west of Apia. It was established in 1854. It 
embraces a spacious church, resident-missionary house, and neat stone 
houses for students, making a square, with cultivated plaza in the cen- 
ter. Tbe object of this institution is to train native ministers. There 
are in it two classes of students : first, candidates for tbe ministry, and, 
^econd, youths who, on the completion of their term of study, either 
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return home or enter the higher classes. The course for each class is 
four years. The present number in attendance is — 

Candidates for the mioistry 67 

Id junior classes 18 

Total 85 

Forty-eight students in the senior class are. married. In many cases 
their families are with them. The subjects of study are reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, Scripture exercises, theology, church history, 
geography, elementary lessons in astronomy and natural history, with a 
verv little English. 

There are usually two missionaries resident at the institution, but at 
present it is under the exclusive jurisdiction of Eev. 8. 1. Whitmee, an 
earnest, devoted Christian, whose district comprises nearly one-third of 
the island of UTpolu, all of Manono and Apolima, and a portion of Sa- 
vaii, having under his supervision fifty-four native ministers and teachers. 
It is the custom of the missionaries to make regular tours through their 
districts, and once a year to hold mago. At these meetings the people 
contribute in money to the missionary society. 

It is erroneously supposed by some that this is an imposition upon 
the natives, and wicked whites charge the missionaries with levying a 
cruel tax for" the maintenance of themselves and families in luxury. 
This is a gross misrepresentation of facts. The money is appropriated 
for the education and comfort of native teachers, and is inadequate for 
the purpose. 

I have been with missionaries of each denomination, stood beside 
them in the pulpit, and know that they cautioned their people not to 
give more than they could offer without discomfort to themselves, often 
refusing money from the poorer people. At every collection the money 
is counted, a minute made of it, a copy given to the village teacher, the 
amount proclaimed in church, and posted in a conspicuous place. 

The missionaries dispense medicine to their people. This is a grave 
error. Excepting Dr. Turner, of Apia, none are regularly-trained phy- 
sicians. They adhere to the old school of practice, and ignorantly dis- 
pense blue-mass, gray powders, calomel, and other preparations of mer- 
cury, while Dover's powders, podophyllum, preparations of arsenic, &c., 
are freely given. I foresee in this reckless issuance of drugs no little 
mischief in the future, as mercurial diseases must certainly develop them- 
selves unless it is abandoned ; and I have communicated my impression 
to Dr. Turner, a missionary, and also a skillful physician, trained in 
European colleges. He at once agreed with me. This mistaken 
kindness I believe will be given up. The confidence of the natives in 
the missionaries is unbounded, and the influence of the latter is almost 
unlimited, though there are some exceptions to this remark. 

As an instance of their power, during the recent war the Eev. George 
Brown, Wesleyan, learned of the proposed march of a large war party 
and intercepted them. He deliberately seated himself in their path, and 
the little army, in the full panoply of war, halted. They dare not march 
around him. Speeches were made, the warriors entreated that he leave 
the path, not a few stalwart fellows shedding tears. He was, however, 
determined in his purpose, and ordered his bed for a night camp. On 
each side was clear, open ground, but it was sacrilege to march around 
faim, and they were compelled to return home, as he had "tabooed'' 
the roadway. 

The native teacher wears pants and a white shirt, often a white tur- 

H. Ex. 161 3 
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ban. This dress is a distiuguisbing mark, aud in it he is never molested 
in time of war ; bat, being only a common man, he is not admitted into 
the inner society of chiefs, caste herein being arbitrary, and working no 
little harm among the people; and for the correction of this evil the 
missionary inflaence has hitherto been powerless. 

The adherents of the Eoman Catholic Church are principally confined 
to Atua, the eastern district of Upolu, and rank among their number 
Mataafa, a great chief. 

The adherents of the London Missionary Society and Wesleyans are 
intersper^^ed throughout the entire group. It is safe to say that there is 
not a. single Samoan who has not accepted Christianity, though more de- 
vout and zealous in some districts than in others. I cannot speak too 
highly of the intelligence, patience, fortitude, and high moral attributes 
of the missionaries of Samoa. By their religious instructions and godly 
lives, and the practice as well as inculcation of the domestic and social vir- 
tues, t hey have exerted over the natives a wonderfully transforming power, 
in less than half a century changing, in many important respects, the 
whole moral aspect of the islands. Indeed, it is not possible to estimate 
the degree of elevation effected by their presence and agency. They 
are beyond all doubt more important and effective instrumentalities in 
the civilization of this people than all other causes combined. Except- 
ing a few traders in lonely districts, the whites are covertly hostile to 
the missionaries. They are' German aud English from the colonies con- 
gregated at Apia, tradesmen and liquor-dealers, who look upon the na- 
tives and their property as common plunder, and with mercenary motives 
often seek to corrupt them. Hence the missionaries look with suspicion 
and fear upon them. They are a class long resident in Apia, and know 
nothing of the natives or country. They are absolutely selfish in their 
purposes and plans, and hence add nothing to the common stock of 
knowledge or usefulness of the community. 

The performance of the marriage ceremony by native teachers not 
regularly ordained ministers is certainly objectionable aud justly opposed 
by the Eoman Catholic clergy. Even this is better, however, than the 
original Samoan custom, where the consent of the relatives of both 
parties and the presentation of '^fine mats" was sufficient to make wed- 
lock, though not to insure it against a desire to take a new wife, cast- 
ing off the old one, who will again, in turn, bring '*tine mats" to the 
family of the groom. 

Until recently the marriage of a chiefs daughter, especially the maid 
of a village, was an occasion of great ceremony, and so sacred was vir- 
tue esteemed in a female that the maid, in the presence of great chiefs 
and the families of both parties, was compelled to submit to a public, 
unnatural, and equivocal physical test of virginity. This barbarous 
custom to some extent still prevails, and, though a part of the unwritten 
history of the Samoans, is too well known to admit of doubt. This, like 
other native customs, is yielding to missionary teachings and the purer 
attributes of Christianity. 

The general sobriety of the natives, and their appreciation of knowl- 
edge introduced by the whites, add greatly to their tractability, and 
argue well for their future advancement. 

Present indications are that these people will soon occupy a much 
higher place in the scale of minor nations than most of the Polynesian 
islanders. With them Sunday is a day of rest and religious devotion. 
Food is collected on Friday and prepared on Saturday. On the Sabbath 
scarcely a boat is to be seen ; the hunter is never in the woods during 
its sacred hours. Attendance upon church-meetings affords almost the 
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only sign of life; even the sports of the children are sacrificed, in a 
large degree, to the strict observance of the day. To a stranger the 
villages seem deserted. In some districts, however, the "great days" 
are observed even if they fall on Sunday. 

The '* great days,'' T^tele and Tatelega, are the first and second days 
of paloloy in the last of October. The palolo is a sea- worm which ap- 
pears on two successive days in every year in some of the openings of 
the reefs, api)eariDg at daylight, and disappearing with the rising of the 
sun. 

These marine worms are about 18 or 20 inches in length, are highly 
esteemed lor food by the natives, and are taken in vast quantities by 
them. They seem to understand the precise day when they will appear, 
claiming that the day before their appearance the land and robber crabs 
leave the interior and seek the salt-water. Before dawn every native is 
astir. Every vessel capable of bearing man, woman, or child is brought 
into requisition, and the reef-passages at dawn of day are alive with 
water-crafts and noisy with exuberant life. 

*' le," the Samoan " fine mat," enters more largely into all the polit- 
ical ramifications of the people than any creed, custom, or tradition 
which they have ever held. It protects caste, fosters the ignorant 
thraldom of the people, and alone serves to perpetuate barbaric preju- 
dices. A husband will leave his wife for another with no other motive 
than the acquisition of a " fine mat." War may be declared and peace 
made for the possession of a sacred mat. Families count their wealth, 
and all personal and real estate is computed, by ^' fine mats." Chiefs and 
families have fine mats, but only districts and government have sacred 
mats. The Tui Atua, sacred mat, now in my possession, is the emblem 
of the nationality of Atua, and its surrender is a virtual surrender of 
the nation, and an evidence of their good faith. The history and sacred- 
ness of this cloth are known to most islanders of the Pacific. For the 
secare establishment and maintenance of a home and foreign govern- 
ment in Samoa, the hereditary and fictitious value of " fine mats " must 
be destroyed. This could best be done by affixing a government stamp 
and making them a circulating medium subject to redemption, as is 
paper money. 

The entire Samoan group (excepting outlying islets, or rocks before 
mentioned) has, according to Wilkes's survey, a superficial area of six- 
teen hundred and fifty square miles, viz : 

Savaii 700 Oloosiga * 24 

Upola 560 Ofoo 10 

Tntaila 240 Manono 9 

Manna 100 Apolima 7 



Total 1,650 

The height of mountains and depth of valleys, with general average 
of physical structure, make an astronomical survey uncertain. I would 
fix the area at higher numbers in this as well as all other tables and 
surveys made from astronomical observations. 

The island of Annu, lying to the southeast of Tutuila, and separated 
from the latter by a deep channel nearly one mile in width, has an area 
of about ten square miles, with a i)opulation of three hundred and fifty. 
It is surrounded by a coral reef, the general land-surface about 25 feet 
above the sea-level, with a bold headland on the eastern extremity 515 
feet in height. On the channel side is the village, in a cocoa-nut grove. 

The island is very productive, growing the two varieties of long-fiber 
sea-island cotton without cultivation. A very little tobacco is culti- 
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vated. This is the only island of the group where the natives are not 
subject to elephantiasis. 

Manua, the easternmost island of the group, is nearly circular in 
form, that portion exposed to the southeast trades presenting a bold 
basaltic front, rising precipitously to a height of over two thousand feet. 
The remainder of the island is protected by coral reefs. Upon the north 
is the village of Faleasao, with good anchorage except during a norther. 

Tau, the principal village of the island, is upon the western shore^ 
looking toward Oloosiga, without a harbor, and the roadstead inse- 
cure. This is the residence of Tui Manua, who has kingly jurisdiction 
over Manua, Oloosiga, and Ofoa 

Manua rises like a great dome from the water, and upon the sojutlx 
and east is exceedingly precipitous; upon the north and west it rises 
more gently, with a narrow belt of flat land, covered with cocoa-nut trees 
next to the water. Ascending the mountain from this flat, small pla- 
teaus are found prolific in bread-fruit and bananas ; the soil rich, and 
moistened by frequent showers; the entire island clothed with vegeta- 
tion to the mountain summits. 

There are no living streams on the island ; springs of brackish water, 
at the sealevel, and cocoa-nut water supplying the necessities of the 
people. 

Upon this island the largest cocoa-nut in the world is found. The 
Manuan shells are used for water-vessels, and have ever been highly 
prized by other islanders. A single green nut often furnishes more than 
half a gallon of water. The natives of Manua are exceedingly primitive, 
and have but little intercourse with the outer world. 

Native traders carry their oil and copra in open boats to Apia or Pago- 
pago for barter. All are Christians. The white-walled church in the 
center of the village is a conspicuous object to a passing vessel. 

Oloosiga, east of Manua, is distant four miles, the channel deep, sub- 
ject to protracted calms, as Manua is a banier to the southeast trades, 
and serves to deflect the winds. The island is a crater cone about 800 
feet in height, the southern exposure a nearly perpendicular wall, with 
a very little level land upon the north and west, where two villages are 
situated. The slope back from the villages is gentle for several hun- 
dred feet, and is susceptible of a high degree of cultivation, Ofoo, to 
the west and separated by a narrow channel, was evidently at one time 
a portion of Oloosiga. The height of the island is 500 feet, not so 
abj:upt as the other ; the ascent easy, with few crags or precipices. The 
almost entire land-surface is susceptible of cultivation. 

There is but one village upon the island Ofoo. The population of 
these two islands is very meager. They are subject to Manua. Islands 
and people have the same general characteristics. In the table of popu- 
lations I incorporate them with the larger islands. 

Tutuila is distant from Manua sixty-two miles, west, and is the third 
island of the group in size and importance. The eastern end is a con- 
fused and broken mass of lava ; huge quantities of basaltic rock, segre- 
gated and separated from the mainland by narrow channels ; the sea- 
front bold and abrupt, against which the waves break in endless fury. 
The entire easterh portion, comprising two-thirds of its area, is a chain 
of mountains, the trend of which is nearly east and west, with an aver- 
age height of 1,200 feet — domes, cones, and precipices — the base of the 
mountain almost laved by the sea. The slopes and ravines are steep, 
with an occasional bench and perpendicular precipice; villages nestle at 
the mouth of ravines or on the sea plateau. 

The prevailing showers seem to keep alive the very small streams 
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which glide half-hidden down the ravines. In the dry season this sup- 
ply of water is very precarious. The mountains are covered with ver- 
dure, but the trees are gnarled, and mostly inaccessible. * 

At Aur, on the northeastern portion, and sheltered by a bold promon- 
tory from the trades, is a fair anchorage, which would be adequate for 
the copra trade of the natives. 

Excepting the growth of cocoa-nuts upon the shore-line it would be 
difficult to conjecture how this portion of Tutuila could be made avail- 
able for commercial or other purposes. Nearly all this portion of th& 
island is under the jurisdiction of the Leatu family, at Maseefau, the 
head of which, " Bully my cow,'' is at Atua, TJpolo, where he is also a 
prominent chief, and recognized the ownership of Tutuila by Atua. 

The island is nearly divided by the bay of Pagopago. The bay at the 
village of the same name is less than two miles from the northern coast of 
the island, the mountain-chain falling, leaving a gap of less than 
700 feet in height, rising a^ain to the west until it culminates on Mata- 
fau, 2,327 feet, the highest' peak on the island. The remainder or west- 
ern portion, about one-fifth of its area, is a level tract of country with 
an occasional gully or water-way. This tract, embracing about 30,000 
acres, is, in many places, a deep, dark forest, the timber-trees abundant 
and accessible. 

Broken lava covers much of the land-surface, but the soil is a loose, 
rich loam, moistened by showers and protected from the sun by over- 
hanging foliage. Here the fruits and vegetables of Samoa flourish 
abundantly. Upon this tract of land are found more interior villages 
than on any other part of the group. The shore-line of this part is also 
abrupt, with little coral formation, the south shore being a lava plateau 
with perpendicular sea-wall, over which the sea, during a storm, breaks. 

The western end of the plateau and the southwestern extremity of the 
island rises abruptly like a tower, called " Sail Eock,'' which can be 
plainly seen from the entrance of the bay of Pagopago. Around this 
point and distant three miles is Leone Bay and village, with a secure 
anchorage, except during a norther, the inner waters of the bay having 
a coral reef, nearly awash at low tide, but has sufficient depth of water 
beyond for large vessels. 

Leone is the residence of the vice-commercial agent of the United 
States. This part of the island is well supplied with fresh water, the 
small streams being fed by the continual rains upon Matafau, the water- 
shed of which inclines to the west. 

About two-thirds of the population of Tutuila is west of Pagopago, 
divided into four districts, and governed by Fuimona, Tuitele, Satele, 
and Le Tuli, all hereditary chiefs. 

Bound for Pagopago from {the east and northeast both Tutuila and 
Anun are sighted, and the channel between the islands is disclosed. 
Bailing through this, and following the line of coast seven miles. 
Breaker Point and Tower Eock are plainly seen, though these points 
are at opposite Sdes of the entrance to the bay, yet so uniform is the 
configuration of the coast and so luxuriant the foliage that the opening 
is difficult to determine, even with a glass, at a few miles distance. 

Parallel with the coast, and distant from a mile to a mile and a quar- 
ter, is a coral-bank with five, six, and seven fathoms of water. 'The 
western end of this bank, at the time of Wilkes's survey, extended to a 
point nearly south of the center of the opening of the bay, or Whale 
JE^3ck. That it has extended and is still growing there can be no doubt, 
though the depth of water over it is unchanged. 

The present western extremity is one and two-tenthc. miles from the 
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coast, and bears soatli half point east from Tower Bock, with six 
fathoms of water. Here the outer section of the bay is seen, with 
Blunt Point and Goat Island upon the left, and Grampus Bock upon 
the right of the bay in plain view. Breaker Point on the west, and 
Tower Bock, an isolated rock 140 feet in height, on the east, mark the 
entrance to the harbor, which is 4,020 feet in width, having thirty-six 
fathoms of water. 

Within the entrance, and more nearly opposite Breaker Point, is Point 
Distress. Upon the same side, and distant from Tower Bock 2,700 feet, 
is Blunt Point, an abrupt promontory, making an excellent landmark 
for Whale Bock, a basaltic mass about 60 feet in diameter, nearly ia 
mid-channel, and opposite Blunt Point. The mean depth of water, high 
and low tide, over the rock is 12 feet; a very trifling expense would re- 
move this, the walls of the rock being nearly perpendicular. 

Goat Island, with an area of two acres, is distant from Tower Bock 
one and a quarter miles, same side of the bay, and connected with the 
mainland by a coral reef. It marks the entrance to the inner bay, and 
is nearly north from Tower Bock. 

From Goat Island the trend of the bay coast is west one point north 
to the village of Pagopago. 

From Breaker Point to head of bay on east and north side the coral 
reef is narrow, and opposite Goat Jsland, at Grampus Bock, is but a 
fringe upon the shore, the other shore presenting a greater width of coral 
reef, which is generally awash at low tide. 

The estuaries in the bay have a shallow-reefed bottom, the outer edge 
of the reefs falling off quickly into the deep water. 

Midway between Goat Island and the head of the bay is the village 
of Fagatono, inside of Swimming Point. 

Immediately beyond the village a sharp coral point, exposed at low- 
water, stretches out into the bay, between the point of which and Swim- 
ming Point a large vessel could securely lie. 

Upon the shore of the miniature bay, and adjoining Fagatono, the 
Polynesian Land Company have bought property and erected a trading- 
house 'j they have also purchased a small tract of land upon the opposite 
side of the bay. At the head of the harbor is the village of Pagopago, 
where Manga, the chief of the district, (comprising the bay villages,) re- 
sides. He is a native of Manna, not an hereditary chief of prominence, 
and became a temporary ruler through the influence of the missionaries. 
It was a mistaken policy, now regretted by them. His people are rest- 
ive, and neighboring chiefs and districts are exceedingly hostile to him. 

Thebay of Pagopago is surrounded on all sides by precipitous mount- 
ains. Native houses in small villages cluster at their base. 

When the rains are long continued, there are small rivulets found at 
the mouths of ravines ; but, excepting the one at Pagopago, there is 
not a living stream flowing into the bay, and even this can scarcely be 
dignified with the name of creek. 

An occasional flat or gentle declivity upon the hill-si As of a few acres 
grow bananas, oranges, taros, yams, and bread fruit, while cocoa-nut 
groves line the shores, and fish are abundant ; hence a scanty popula- 
tion may thrive here. 

Tbe high mountains completely shutting in the bay in a measure 
lessen the influences of the trade-winds, or they are materially neutral- 
ized by the exuberant growth of trees and other rank vegetation. 

The mountains generating moisture, the rains are almost continuous. 
The artist accompanying me devoted much time to the bay of Pago- 
pago and its surroundings. The security of this harbor is undoubted ; 



^ 



A. B. STEINBERGER. 39 

no bafy in the world could be more safe, while it is suflGlciently capacious for 
a considerable navy. For a naval and coaling station it would be at all 
times accessible and absolutely secure. Piers and wharves could be 
built upon the coral reefs, with great depth of water alongside, at tri- 
fling expense, and a sufficient supply of fresh water could be obtained 
at the head of the bay for general depot and shipping demands, but the 
insignificant amount of cultivable land around the bay, and the conse- 
quent necessity of drawing supplies from the leeward end of the island, 
with the absolute lack of industrial resources immediately about the 
harbor, preclude the possibility of its ever being a populous or impor- 
tant place. These facts, however, may add to its desirableness as a 
naval coaling and general repairing depot for the Government. The 
bay opening to the south, and prevailing winds from the southeast often 
blowing fresh, sailing-vessels, especially square-rigged ones, have great 
difficulty in beating out. 

1 have seen a small English ketch five hours in working from Swim- 
ming Point to the entrance, a distance of less than two miles. Upon 
Breaker Point a light-house could be constructed, the light of which 
could be seen at a great distance from the shore, rendering approach at 
night perfectly safe. 

Knowing that Pagopago has attracted much attention and been re- 
ported upon, I confine myself chiefly to a statement of topographical 
facts, withholding comments. 

XJpolu, forty miles west of Tutuila, in population and resources is the 
most important island of the group. The trend of the mountains is 
with the island, i. e,^ from east to west. The highest peaks are nearly 
4,000 feet in height ; sharp cones lifting themselves above the mountain- 
range, and great crater-walls, broken, seamed, and indurated ; the vol- 
canic crests almost inaccessible, though, like all other portions of the 
islands, covered with vegetation. At this altitude rains are almost con- 
tinuous, and the high mountain-gorges have clear, pure rivulets with 
successive cascades, which unite in streams of considerable volume, 
unfailing, and, perhaps, as large as any water-sheds in the world of equal 
size afford, this having an area of less than six hundred square miles. 

The upper portion of the mountain-range, less than 1,500 feet, is sharp 
and narrow in outline, comprising, perhaps, one-sixth of the land-sur- 
face of the island, and is practically valueless. The remaining five- 
sixths of the island are cultivable, though varying in adaptability. 

The mountain-chain throughout its entire length is contiguous to the 
southern shore, falling rapidly into the ocean with many bays and ab- 
rupt headlands; oftentimes the approaches to the mountains easy; a 
few plateaus and open valleys. 

The available land surface on the south side of the island is limited 
and generally difficult of approach from the sea except for native crafts. 
The south shore-line is abrupt, narrow lava-tables, bold precipitous 
promontories, and shallow estuaries, with coral reefs stretching across 
the entrance. 

Fresh water is abundant, though the streams are small. The bay of 
Faliolii, though by no means a secure harbor, is a good anchorage, and 
affords sufficient shelter for vessels employed in the local trade. 

After leaving the broken declivities and deep ravines high upon the 
north side of the mountains, the fall of the land surface is gradual to the 
sea, with an occasional abrupt descent, but many long, wide stretches 
of level country are seen, covering an extent of thirty miles in length 
by from six to twelve in width. 
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Between Salo Salo aud Fagaloa is a piece of tableland, nearly level, 
of about ten square miles in extent. 

The northern portion of the island east of Fagaloa is somewhat 
broken, with lagoons reaching into the interior. The bay of Fagaloa, 
the most prominent, could, by improvement, be made a valuable harbor, 
but no circumstances would warranY an expenditure of money for that 
purpose, as the entire north shore of the island is naturally tributary to 
the port of Apia. 

The inner passage between the reef and shore at high water insures 
easy communication for small boats, and such bays as Fagaloa, except 
during a gale, afford sufficiently good anchorage for vessels acting as . 
tenders to ships taking in cargo at some secure central port. 

Apia is a reef harbor, the approach from the northeast through a deep 
breach in the coral reef, the outer line of reef exposed at low water, 
upon which the ocean swell breaks continually. 

The walls of the channel are perpendicular or inclining inward. 
This passage opens into a nearly circular basin having two low-land 
points, one upon either side, as a crescent reaching seaward — Matautu 
on the east and Mulinuu on the west. Beyond these land-points the 
coral reef extends half a mile seaward. 

A very heavy gale from the north may force the waves over this reef 
and damage shipping in the harbor, but a sea- wall built upon the reef 
frem the land upon the west side of the basin seaward would effectually 
protect the harbor. Such a barrier could be built of broken lava and 
earth upon the nearly- exposed reef, and planted with cocoa nut trees, at 
a comparatively trifling expense. 

The harbor is similar to that of Honolulu, Oahu, the anchorages from 
six to fourteen fathoms of water. The removal of a few coral rocks near 
the shore would add greatly to harbor facilities, while a half mile of 
wharves could be built, which, with the sea-wall indicated, would ren- 
der the port of Apia a secure and valuable depot, as well as a general 
maritime resort. 

The richness of the soil, the varied resources, capable of supporting a 
large population, and its central position as to population and area, 
make Apia the natural entrepSt for Samoa. 

For port and shipping industries labor could be aggregated and sup- 
ported. The surrounding country is of greater area and general adapt- 
ability than that of any other port in the group ; the climate healthful, 
and the port as nearly on the commercial track between San Francisco 
and the English colonies as any other point in the group. 

The white population of Apia number about one hundred and eighty,, 
chiefly German and English. <rhe town i& separated by Apia Creek 
into Matautu and Apia. It is the residence of English, American, and 
German consuls, while the Eoman Catholic bishop, Elloy, acts as repre- 
sentative of the French government. It is the headquarters for the 
Pacific islands of the commercial house of Goddefray & Co., Hamburgh 

The foreign residents are mostly traders from the colonies, with small 
stores and liquor-rooms, trading with natives and living generally use- 
less lives, having no sympathy with the natives, and for selfish pur- 
poses ever prepared to foment trouble between the different districts, in 
times of war furnishing them arms and ammunition, and purchasing 
valuable tracts of lands at paltry prices from irresponsible claimants or 
members of rival families. But few of such titles are really valid. The 
trade of Samoa is virtually controlled by the German house of Godde- 
fray & Co., Hamburg, formerly represented at Apia by Mr. Weber, at 
present by Mr. Alfred Pappe, who is also the German consul. 
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The exports are cotton aud copra, the former insignificant at present, 
bnt the copra trade is considerable and growing into larger proportions. 
Copra is the dried meat or frnit of the ripe cocoa-nnt, ^hich is gathered 
and prepared by the natives. It is shipped to Europe, where it meets a 
ready sale. The oil enters largely into the mannfa<;tare of the best 
candles. The copra in European marts is quoted at about $95 per 
ton. There being no regular opposition, it is purchased from the natives 
at about $35 per ton in trade, equal to about say $20 per ton. Some 
money has been introduced into the islands by the same firm — Bolivian 
silver coin, "cast iron,^^ worth about 73 cents to the dollar, which passes 
current at par. In this trade Goddefray & Go. employ a number of 
first-class vessels. Many of them make the outward passage in ballast, 
returning laden. In fifty-five days that my schooner was in the port of 
Apia the following vessels received freight : 

Goddefray & Co. with copra : 

Tone^ 

Ship La Rochelle 1,000 

Ship Susannah Goddefray 1,250 

Ship Carza Goddefray - 850 

BarkElizabeth 600 

Bark San Francisco 520 

Bark Waudram ..^ 480 

Brig Susannah 220 

Total 4,920 

English : 

Schooner Kenilworth 115 

Schooner Dauntless 75 

BrigSea-GuH 1^ 

Total... 310 

Grand total 5,230 

Supposing this ratio to hold good for the year, we should have a 
yearly export of 34,775 tons, with a home value of $3,303,625. The 
carrying-capacity of these vessels is much greater than their registers, 
bnt through tenders and trading-posts of other islands a large quantity 
of copra is brought to Apia for final shipment. The exact annual copra 
proouct of Samoa alone it would be difficult to reach, as the Germans 
are jealous of investigation ] it is, however, equal to one-half of the 
above figures, and could be trebled in a short time. This is a trade 
which should be diverted to the Pacific States, where the consumption 
of candles in the mines is very great. 

In the town of Apia is a Eoman Catholic mission, French, owning a 
thousand acres of land immediately back of the settlement. Much of 
it is under a'high degree of cultivation. The bishop has selected land 
upon the mountain-slopes, and already done some work for the growing 
of coflfee. 

Apia Creek, in the interior, would supply abundant power for sugar 
and saw mills. West of Apia and adjoining is Mulinuu Point, the 
present seat of the Samoan government. This neck of land is quite nar- 
row and low, separating Apia Harbor from a broad lagoon, but very 
shallow. 

Prom Mulinuu to Mulifusnu, the western extremity of the island, the 
shore-line is low, and has an outer coral reef the entire distance, with 
breaches at intervals, opening into small bays, with inner water commu- 
nication at high tide for small crafts. The shore presents an unbroken 
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line of forest, gently rising toward the interior, exhibiting a landscape 
of surpassing richness and beauty. 

Upolu is divided into three great districts — the eastern end of the 
island known as Atua, the middle Tuamasaga, and the western Aana. 
Formerly each of these great districts was controlled by a king, Tui, as 
Tui Atua, &c. TBe theater ot* the recent war was at and about Apia, 
(the town and property of the whites being neutral ground,) the Tui 
Masaga being invaded by Acua, Savaii, and Manona, the former having 
for an ally the district of Aana, with a revolting subdistrlct of Atua. 
The origin of the war was more in imaginary disagreement than in real 
grievance. The desire for some fixed and settled form of government 
has been paramount in the minds of the people. 

The adherents of young Malietoa, who is the direct heir to the family 
name, and who lives with his aunt Emma or Patosino, near Apia, were, 
by evil people and an insidious policy, taught to believe that his uncle, 
also a Malietoa, in Aana, was seeking to be made king of Samoa. 

The little island of Manono, ever tiie governing power, declared war. 
Young Malietoa, after vain remonstrance, went into retirement with his 
aunt, and for two years the war raged around them. How far Mataata, 
the great chief of Atua, and the single native representative of the Bo- 
man Catholic Church, was interested, may be conjectured. Certain it is 
that the whites in the port were the gainers, and their hostility to mis- 
sionary influence became pronounced. Manono, one and three-quarter 
miles west of TJpolu, and separated from it by a shallow channel with 
submerged coral reef stretching across, has an area of but nine square 
miles, rising gently from the water on all sides to a height of 400 feet. 

There are but few timber- trees ; bread-fruit and cocoa- nut carefully- 
nursed upon the whole island ; the Samoan fruits and vegetables culti- 
vated, the whole area consisting of gardens and miniature plantations. 

Springs of fresh water, except in very wet seasons, are few and the 
supply uncertain, though the beach at low tide furnishes sufficient 
brackish water, while there are wells of fresh water in the villages. 
There are five villages, making a continuous town on the northeast and 
south shores. The western shore is not so thickly settled. The island 
is entirely surrounded by a broad reef with narrow passages, at inter- 
vals opening into lagoons, the one upon the south large enough to ad- 
mit a small Tight-draught vessel. 

Among Samoans Manono has ever been held ia high esteem and her 
power dreaded. Her fleets of war-canoes are large and manned by 
skillful and hardy crews, her influence in council preponderating either 
for war or peace, though in the recent war Manono lost much of her 
prestige by suffering a defeat in a naval engagement near Malua with 
the Tui Masaga. 

The island is under the jurisdiction of the Leiatoua family, (fighting 
fishes,) having at present two representatives. One, Pelaopo Leiatoua— 
the lizard — was admiral of the Manono and Savaii fleets, and fired the first 
gun in the last war. A channel, six and a half miles in width and of 
great depth, divides Manono and Savaii ; about midway is the island of 
Apolima — hollow of the hand — containing seven square miles, an iron- 
bound fortress, nearly circular, with perpendicular wall-like sea front. 
It is an extinct crater, with its northern wall broken through to the sea- 
level, the opening 200 feet in width, with a narrow boat-passage between 
basaltic rocks of not more than 15 feet in width, opening into a small 
basin. 

The crater rim of this island is thin, giving a bowl-like interior, which 
is one of the most picturesque of land scenes. 



A. B. STEINBERGER, 43 

Upon a slightly elevated bunch is the village. The interior of the 
island is exceedingly fertile, with an abundance of fresh water. The 
island belongs to Manomo. In time of war the former sends its non- 
combatants to this island-fortress, which could be defended by a few 
women against any native force. Savaii, about four miles west of Apo- 
lima, is the largest island of the group, and less is known of it by for- 
eigners than of any of the others. In approaching it it has a domelike 
appearance from all quarters, though, like Upolu, the south side is more 
precipitous than the north, the water-shed, consequently, much more 
limited. 

(Jnlike Tutuila and Upolu, the mountain-range is not crowned by 
cones; has fewer precipices or abrupt declivities, the general ascent 
from the water on the northwest and east gradual, the extreme altitude 
nearly 5,000 feet ; the forests of greater extent than those of Upolu, but 
the stretches of level or table land far inferior; streams not so gener- 
ally interspersed throughout, two-thirds of the island east not having 
a single perennial stream, the natives being compelled to use brackish 
water percolating through the sands at low tide from Asou on the north 
round the western end of the island, and as far east on the south shore 
as Salailua. This fact evidently influenced Wilkes in the statement 
that there was a want of fresh water on Savaii. On the contrary, the two 
largest streams in Samoa are on the eastern part of Savaii, one emptying 
into a small bay near Tu Fee, falling over a perpendicular lava- wall into 
the bay. This stream I followed a number of miles into the interior 
during the dry season, and found the volume of water nearly double 
that of the stream at Apia, Upolu. 

Another stream equal to that of Apia debouches into the bay of Sal- 
upaitea near Palouli, for several miles running through a level stretch 
of country. The bays into which these streams flow have a reef across 
the entrance, rendering the passage for boats very dangerous, and the 
lagoon waters being shallow may account for the omission alluded to on 
the part of an oflBcer who was generally so precise. 

At Matautu there is an open bay of considerable extent, with reefs 
npon either side, the opening broad and deep, the anchorage good, and 
for four-flfths of the year would be secure, at all times safe against the 
prevailing trades, but in a norther a vessel, however well found in 
ground- tackle, would be driven ashore, as it would be nearly impossible 
to reach the open sea. 

At Asau, twenty miles east of Matautu, is a broad, deep bay, front- 
ing four miles of the coast from Asou to Fagaso, with an average widtb 
of over one mile, with considerable depth of water, the entire inner 
waters protected by a lateral reef of great width and generally exposed 
at low tide; this is at all times a sea-barrier, though the extent of the 
bay gives room for a considerable swell. There are three openings or 
breaches through this reef, neither sufficiently large for vessels, though 
the eastern passage at little expenjse could be sufficiently enlarged for 
all practical purposes. 

Excepting these, there is not a bay or lagoon on the island that any 
craft other than a whale-boat or native canoe can find shelter in. 

The north side of the island is fronted by an outlying coral reef, at 
places high lava banks projecting, broken and lashed by the waves. 

Upon the northwest coast, four miles from the extreme western end 
of the island is the largest village in Samoa, Falealupo^ situated upon 
a sandy plain. The white-sand beach is protected by low coral reefs, 
with narrow boat-passages. The village is located in a deep cocoa-nut 
grove. This is one of the most important stations of the London Mis- 
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sionarj Society, with a capacious charch, school-hoases, and qaite an 
imposing missionary dwelling-house. The district is in charge of Eev. 
Dr. Davis. Four miles west, and near Tufu^ a broken lava point 
stretches into the ocean ; this is the extreme leeward end of Savaii and 
Samoa, in latitnde 13° 31' south, longitude 172^ 48' west, the Hades of 
the Samoans, where the spirits of the dead precipitate themselves into 
the boiling caverns amid the sea-washed rocks. 

The country across the point from Falealupo to Neiafu, on the south 
coast, is gently rolling, heavily timbered in most placCvS, some clearings 
and many groves of bread-fruit. 

In this section »of country tobacco and ava are quite extensively cul- 
tivated. 

The SDUth shore is a bold sea-front, with long, narrow lava flats and 
vertical sea-walls, or high plateaus, the only approach to the villages 
being through narrow passages in the basalt-rock. These openings are 
dangerous to any but native crafts and crews. The shoreline is almost 
a continuous village; a pathway connecting them is paved with smooth 
stones, the building of which the natives have no tradition of. 

Many of the villages are perched high on the plateaus overlooking 
the ocean, the inhabitants being better skilled in wood craft, if possible, 
than in the management of the canoe. 

While the mountains rise rapidly from the south coast, yet they are 
nowhere inaccessible, with few deep ravines and no naked cliffs. The 
general aspect is more inviting than that of the south side of IJpolu. 

Satupaitea, a largo village on the bay of the same name, is a station 
of the Wesley an society, represented by Eev. Mr. Wallace. Here the 
mountains recede, leaving a large extent of nearly level country, ex- 
ceedingly rich in soil and heavily timbered. 

From Agonoa to Saleaula, comprising the eastern end of the island, 
and looking toward Manono and IJpolu, the country is uninviting. 

In many places the table-lands are naked lava, with a bold, iron- 
bound coast. 

Saleaula^ upon the northeastern part of the island, is fronted by a 
sand-beach three miles east of the Bay of Matautu, the back country, 
nearly level for several miles, covered with a dense forest. Under this 
tract of land is the system of caves before mentioned. From the vil- 
lage across the lowlands runs one of the ancient Savaii roads, the whole 
built of heavy stones filled between with broken stones and earth, the 
surface smooth and dry and from 10 to 15 feet in width. 

Saleaiila is the present residence of Eev. George Brown, senior Wes- 
leyan missionary in the group, and Wesleyan bishop of Polynesia. 
With him I went round Savaii in open boats, made many land-journeys 
between points and across the island. To this most excellent gentleman 
I am indebted for much information as well as courtesy. 

Savaii, unlike Upolu, is not divided into great districts, but is gov- 
erned by petty chiefs of villages. 

The northern portion of the island is called La Itutane, (the male or 
warrior side,) the south side La Itu Fa binej (woman side,) always an 
ally of Manono. 

Accompanying document marked O is a list of the names of villages, 
while maps enlarged from Wilkes's surveys give the location of each 
village. 

From data at hand topographical maps upon a large scale could be 
prepared at the Coast-Survey Office and lithographed. 

Paintings in water-colors with coast-lines are truthful, but especial 
attention has been given by the artist to the Bay of Pagopago. 
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To present a mlDute aud faithful phj'sical description of the islands, 
an exhibition of their commercial status and relations, and exact and in- 
telligible statement of their crude and incoherent political system, with 
a somewhat full account of the social, domestic, and religious charac- 
teristics of the people, with the few facilities at hand for such a work, 
I have found to involve no small amount of time, care, and labor. But 
I have done the best possible under the circumstances, reserving the 
history of my business and official intercourse with the natives until 
after I had given such a view of Samoa. 

On Thursday morning, Augfust 17, anchored in the harbor of Pago- 
pago, with Pagopago dag and our ensign flying. In a few minutes our 
vessel was crowded with natives, among them one who could speak a 
little English, John Sine, an intelligent but knavish fellow, really the 
hereditary chief of the bay, educated by Rev. Dr. Powell. 

The following day I dispatched a boat to the village of Pagopago, at 
the head of the bay, with a message to Manga, the chief. At 3 o^clock 
he received me in the town-house; his wife, a young daughter, a sub- 
chief, the interpreter, and my artist present. I found him filled with an 
exaggerated view of his importance, position, and security. 

Pointing to the flag flying in front of his house he said that he con- 
trolled the region about him, and that he was secure in the protection 
of ^^Amerika." I told him that I had come from America to visit the 
island and learn all that was possible of Samoa — tbat there was a 
kindly feeling upon the part of our great Government toward his people. 

The following day Manga, with wife and child, dined with me in the 
cabin of the Fanny, the decks being filled with natives. The chiefs 
family were in European clothes and exhibited no little dignity and pro- 
priety. Manga, however, soon developed a characteristic disposition 
for gain, asking for pilotage and harbor dues. In this I foresaw trouble 
to himself and peopla and appointed the next day for a council at his 
house, with the pilot and some of his chiefs, when I read a printed copy 
of the harbor-regulations made for him by Commodore R. W. Meade. 
These regulations provided for harbor-commissioners, consisting of 
Manga, the agent of the Australian Steamship Company, and a foreign 
consul ; this commission to fix rates. There being no agent of said 
company or foreign consul in the bay, and Mauga not fairly comprehend- 
ing such a paper, was apt to exercise arbitrary rule, claiming United 
States protection or even authority. 

I entered the harbor without pilot, the pilot living some miles distant, 
upon the island of Anun, and found that the buoy which Commodore 
Meade had put upon Whale Rock was gone, and no facilities provided 
for water. 

I made an appendix to the harbor-regulations, and secured the official 
indorsement of the English consul at Apia ; (see accompanying docu- 
ments, marked L 1 and L 2 ;) and that he might the better understand, I 
paid the pilot full charges and the harbor-dues at the rates mentioned 
in the appendix, taking receipts and leaving him blank forms of receipts. 

I also had a metal seal made for him, receiving from him a pledge 
that he would buoy the harbor, and open a boat-passage at the upper 
end of the bay to the small stream, thus giving facilities for ships in 
the harbor to take fresh water as compensation for harbor-dues. These 
promises were not fulfilled, and in a short time after my departure he 
seized a boat belonging to the English schooner Dauntless, demanding 
an unlawful sum of money as harbor-dues, which was paid. The cap- 
tain made complaint to the English consul at Apia, and a heavy 
fine would have been imposed, but on my personal intercession, Mr. 
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Williams remitted the fine, and I refunded to the captain the money 
paid over, 3 cents per ton. I did this to get a practical recognition 
of Commodore Meade's action. Whatever may be the avarice and igno- 
rance of Mauga or his farcical estimate of the importance to himself of 
Commodore Meade's treaty, yet that treaty and the harbor-regulations, 
with the intelligent and dignified action of this officer, gave to the United 
States a powerful influence, made a lodgment among a people without 
a fixed government, attracted and attached all the natives to us, and 
compelled upon the part of foreigners a tacit acknowledgment of the 
priority of America in its right to treat with the Samoans.- 

At Pagopago I was not long: in discovering that Manga was not an 
hereditary chief — that the chiefs up3n the leeward end of the island 
were more important, and that Mauga's petty tyranny within a year 
was making his people restive; that the imposition of fines was mainly 
to secure to himself the money penalty, as well as being a willful perver- 
sion of the treaty and harbor-regulations. 

In Pagopago I first learned of the virtues and Christian attributes of 
the natives. Coins, jewelry, knives, and other things might be upon 
the deck of our vessel, hundreds of natives might come and go, yet no 
article of value would be touched. 

On Sunday the villages were singularly quiet. I therefore established 
a rigid discipline on board the vessel, having a motley crew ; Scotch cap- 
tain, mate a Swede, the sailors Russians, Finns, and Swedes, and the 
artist a Bostonian. 

On Sunday work ceased, the crew, well dressed, went to church, and 
throughout my intercourse with the natives and missionaries, the sailors 
preserved a commendable decorum, on Sundays attending church and 
observing religious forms at household prayers. 

On August 15th I left Pagopago for Apia, Upolu, landed at Anuu, 
where I explored the island and had a long interview with Faumuina^ 
the chief, who expressed his dislike of Mauga as well as his earnest hope 
that Samoa would establish a government, or that the United States 
would take them under her wing. He was a mild, quiet, and intelligent 
man, having the interest and happiness of his people at heart. Leav- 
ing Anuu, and passing through the channel, we rounded the eastern 
point of Tutuila, stopped at points on the north coast, and arrived at 
Apia on the 17th. From this port I made most of my journeys and 
explorations in open boats and by land travel with natives and mis- 
sionaries. 

Mr. Coe, the American commercial agent, was absent upon a visit to 
San Francisco. I sought Mr. Williams, the English consul, whom I 
found to be an intelligent gentleman, the son of the martyr missionary, 
and born in Samoa, created a chief by the natives, and endeared to them j 
a mild, just man, and thoroughly conversant with their language, having 
the welfare of the people at heart. I briefly stated the object of my 
visit and my desires, to which he lent his hearty co-operation. I found 
that the great chiefs of Upolu, Manono, and Savaii were congregated 
together at Mulinuu, below the town, for the purpose of making laws 
and establishing a stable government for the whole group. 

On the morning of the 19th, by appointment, I met the assembled 
chiefs at the house of Mr. Collie, Mr. Williams acting interpreter. 
Much time was occupied in the interchange of compliments, when I 
told them that the purpose of my mission was to gather information of 
the islands, and their inhabitants ; that I was not clothed with diplo- 
matic power to treat with them ; that I had come from a great nation 
in a small unarmed vessel ; that my desire was to meet and confer with 



A. B. STEINBERQEB. 47 

them; tbat I was accredited to Samoa and the Samoana, not to 
the white foreign residents ; that I was aware of the fact that they now 
felt keenly the transfer of lands to the whites which was the result of 
their own tribal feuds, and the advantagiia taken of their necessities ; 
and that the prime minister of America had instructed me to advise 
the natives against the sale of land to foreigners. I assured them of 
the kindly feeling of our Oovernment, and the interest taken in them ; 
and that in my journeyings I should mingle with them, shrinking from 
no hardships, and would ever be earnest in my efforts to learn with 
and from them. 

At this council were grave and dignified chiefs, who, a few months 
before, were enemies in war. From that day till the hour of my depart- 
ure from the islands the chieftains would seek me, asking advice, and 
detailing their plans for the creation of government and establishment 
of laws. 

For the first time they felt they had met a white man other than mis- 
sionaries, who advised them against the sale of their land and mingled 
freely with them without sinister motives. The feeling became diffused 
throughout the islands, and the '^Alie Amerika" came to be known as 
their friend. Pages of specific instructions could not have evinced 
greater forethought or accomplished more by the Secretary of State 
than the one sentence, '* Ad vise the natives against the sale of property." 
It was at once a pathway to their confidence. 

I found in Pagopago and Apia the representatives of the '* Poly- 
nesian Land Company." Of the originators of this scheme of specula- 
tion in these islands, I know but little, and that little not creditable to 
their antecedents nor their more recent acts in connection with it. 

The San Francisco stockholders and one James McKee, of Sandwich 
Islands, are certainly innocent and highly respectable gentlemen, whose 
money has been squandered and their reputation stained by adventurers 
representing them on the islands. Trading-posts were established by the 
company at Pagopago and Apia, and large tracts of land purchased from 
the natives during the war, arms and ammunition given to the belliger- 
ents in trade for valuable property — a far-off cousin giving a deed for 
land belonging to the family with whom he was at war ; contracts were 
made for immense tracts of land at nominal prices, a paltry sum in guns 
and powder and lead being paid as a bonus, the remainder to be paid 
in two years. 

Happily this period has elapsed, the money not paid, and the contracts 
consequently lapsed. 

The native combatants came to realize that they were the objects of 
common plunder, and made peace with each other. 

After my conference, the whites sent me an address, (accompanying 
document marked 1), an answer to which I delayed until just previous 
to my final departure. (Document marked C 2.) 

The foreign residents repeatedly called on me to know what would be 
my advice to the natives with regard to land-sales. I could not but tell 
them that I thoaght the Samoans had been imposed upon, but that land- 
titles must be a matter for future investigation by recognized and legal 
tribunals, and that I could not assume to arbitrate upon any specific 
question. 

I found myself in an anomalous position, and determined to avoid 
issues, but adhere to the natives. 

On the 23d August I received a message from the chiefs, asking *' a talk " 
on the following day, and met them again on the morning of the 24th. 
- There was a large number of prominent chiefs present. The govern- 
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ment's '^ talking mau,^ Prime MiDister Tupai, of Atua, delivered a 
lengthy address, recapitulating the history of the war, expressing their 
desire for the permanent peace, commenting upon the loss of their lands, 
their helpless positions if for|igners should anjastly demand fines, and 
an English- or German war-vessel should come to collect, and closing 
with an earnest prayer that " Amerika" would extend its protection 
over them and instruct them in law-making. 

Tupai was followed by Saga, a chief of Liulemoega, Upolu, a tall, grave, 
gray-haired man, who, upon the part of Samoa, presented to me the gov- 
ernment " staff" and " fly-flap,'' representing the unity of all their peo- 
ple, saying that they sent them to ^^ Amerika" as pledges of their desire 
to be ruled by that great Oovernment; that these were the recognized 
symbols of the people and their language ; that the great chiefs in coun- 
cil had determined upon this, and there was not a dissenting voice in 
Upolu, Manono, and Savaii ; also that in one week every Samoau would 
know that the emblems of their nationality had passed into the hands 
of "Amerika.'' These emblems 1 bring to Washington. I received 
them as a custodian of the Government ; told the chiefs that my labors 
among them had just begun ; that I would traverse the island, and visit 
Manono at once. They assured me of their aid, but wished me to be 
present at Mulinuu at the great ^^Fono^ on the 27tb, that was an occa- 
sion of great rejoicing — it was peace for Samoa. 

The Atua, Manono, and Savaii chiefs and warriors at Mulinuu (Tuam- 
asaga ground) were to be fed and entertained by the Tuamasaga and 
Aana people. The guests were seated in a large, deep circle, with an 
opening toward Apia. Soon the long files of the Tuamasaga began to 
approach through the cocoa nut groves, singing Christian hymns, the 
warriors in gorgeous head-dress of blonde human hair, preceded by a 
'^talking man," who assigned them places^ these were followed by 
others bearing live and roasted pigs and poultry ; then followed deep 
lines of young girls chanting, all in native dress of '< fine mats" and 
" siapo," with wreathes and flowers in their hair, each bearing fruit, 
yams, and taro. 

It seemed as though the whole population had poured out. Provi- 
sions in great piles surrounded them ; speeches were made, and peace 
reigned in Samoa. 

On the 28th I went to Manono in open boat, with Rev. George Brown 
and natives; had a long conference with the chiefs — Leiataua; addressed 
the natives in church, and rendered myself generally familiar with the 
people ; visited Apolima, and found the same uniform disposition of the 
natives, all subservient to the action of their great chiefs. 

On the 1st of September returned to Apia, where I made journeys to 
the east and into the interior. 

On the 5th sailed for Savaii, landed at Matautu, and walked to Sale- 
aulo, Mr. Brown's residence, where I made headquarters for several days. 

On the 10th went in open boat to Asau, after having sent my vessel 
back to Apia and Pagopago', with instructions to meet me at Satupai- 
tea, on the south shore, about the 22d. 

I went round the island; penetrated into the interior; met the people 
and chiefs in church, in school, and in council. 

Here I found the natives more primitive, but all Christians, hospita- 
ble, and unanimous in their desire for a stable government. 

After spending nearly one month in Savaii I returned to Apia, taking^ 
some of the chiefs with me. 

On the night of the 28th I met the native teachers of Rev. Dr. Turner'^ 
district (Tua Masaga) at his house, where 1 had a very protracted in« 
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terview with them, and from whom I learned mnch of the social relations 
and prejudices of the Samoans. 

I had lived in the houses of the teachers in Savaii, bnt still I had but 
an imperfect conception of the pride of caste among the great families 
of Upolu. 

These teachers of Dr. Turner asked an interview, because they had 
learned of my intercourse with their brother teachers in Savaii. I begged 
that they would talk unreservedly ; said that I had come to see all 
classes of the people, and was equally interested in all. 

With no little shame they told me of the inferior position which they 
held ; that the great chiefs would seldom send their children to school 
to them, and, though protected by law, they were common people. 

I parted from them promising to speak to the chiefs' in their favor. 
This I did at the next council. 

The missionaries predicted an utter failure upon my part in this direc- 
tion. I approached the question at once in council ; informed the 
assembled chiefs that I had spent hours with these teachers ; that I 
deprecated the pride which prevented chiefs from recognizing them : 
that the time would come when these people^ who were intelligent ana 
honest, would exercise an important influence in their country, and that 
they were the educators of their children. I pictured America, where 
all people were equal under the law, and goodness and merit gave dis- 
tinction. 

Without awaiting an answer I asked them for an evidence of their 
esteem and trust in myself; and then I wanted the great chiefs to meet 
and shake hand with the teachers. They did it, and assured me that 
they ^^ had turned their backs upon the past." 

The feeling and gratitude of the teachers is evinced in their note to 
me with presents. (Document marked H 1.) 

At this time the government was busily engaged in forming a code 
of laws, gathering their information from the Hnahine laws of Tahiti 
and Tonga, and adapting them to their own necessities. They were 
presented to me in a crude form, when I called the English, acting 
American, and German consuls together; also the Protestant and 
Eoman Catholic missionaries; and, after consultation, the laws were 
modified and returned to the chiefs. In this I had no little difficulty, 
as the German consul and other white residents had been purchasers 
of land, and demanded that all past land-sales should be ratified by the 
government, debarring future investigation. This was too palpably 
unjust ; and, coming from a consciousness of non- validity of title, I could 
not accede to it. 

Crude and perhaps ineffective as are these laws, yet they are a step 
in the right direction and evince the desire of the people. Copies of 
constitution and laws are among accompanying documents, marked E 
and G. 

On the 2d day of October the Samoan fla^ was raised at Mulinuu and 
officially recognized by foreign consuls. The flagstaff was in front of 
the government-house, the chiefs and people making a circle around 
the staff. 

At 2 o'clock p. m., Patioli, the Tui Maaaga^ magistrate for Apia, 
raised the flag; a few iron guns saluted it, and the national ensigns 
upon the shipping in the harbor and at the consular residences were 
flying. With the missionaries and foreign representatives on either 
hand I saluted the flag and addressed the people. Previous to this 
ceremony, I was much concerned to know what would be the action of 
the German consul. While our relations were of the most agreeable 

H. Ex. 161 4 
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character, yet, knowing his control of a great monopoly, I had donbis 
about his recognition of the Samoan government and their laws; hence 
I was the more gratified to have him present and all his vessels dis- 
playing national bnnung. I felt that I was not only eminently saccess- 
fal, but that every element was harmonized. 

On the following day, with Bev. Dr. Turner, I visited Malietoa, two 
miles above Apia, ^here he is living in retirement with his aunt, Pato- 
cino, (Emma.) He is a young man, educated by the missionaries, pre- 
ferring retirement to .politics, ambition, and strife — his great name a 
sure protection. 

He expressed his great joy that peace had come, and laws were cre- 
ated for his people; he was earnest in his desires for American jaris- 
diction ; he knew much of our country, oar civil war, the freedom of the 
negroes, and our paternal care of the Indians. 

He and Emma accepted an invitation to dine with me on the following 
day. Knowing that this would be the subject of general comment} 
among the chiefs and the heads of the government, I sent for Tupai, told 
him of my visit to Malietoa, andrequested that he would visit me the next 
day. I assured him that it was a compliment to all Samoans to visit 
their greatest chief; that jealousies must cease, and Samoa would be 
blessed; and that I wished to be the first person to tell the Atua chiefs 
of my visit to Malietoa. 

Tupai appreciated this, but said it would also be politic to make a 
special call upon the Atua chiefs. This I was pleased to do, and we fixed 
upon the second day after at the Ataa headquarters in Matautu, he 
promising to send to Atua for the principal chiefs. 

On the 4th, Malietoa, his wife, and Emma were received on board the 
Fanny, with Bev. George A. Turner, and spent two hours, parting with 
interchanges of feeling expressions ; Malietoa saying he would send me 
a letter for the President of the^United States. (Accompanying doc- 
ument, marked E.) 

On the morning of the 5th I went to the Atua house and found a 
number of the chiefs present wi(h Tupai. Much of the day was agree- 
ably spent with them. I found that petty jealousy was rapidly melting 
away, and prejudice yielding to an earnest desire for peace, laws, gov- 
ernment, and the aid of America. Atua had anticipated this meeting. 
At home they had held councils and finally concluded to present to me 
the great sacred mat of Tui Atua, a piece of cloth held in great rever- 
ence by them, older than their history, known to most of the other isl- 
anders of the Pacific, having the power of life and death, and which 
would lansom their nation. Within the mat is its history and descrip- 
tion written by themselves and translated. With much ceremony it was 
presented by Tupai in a lengthy address. I placed it upon my head (Sam- 
oan etiquette) and made answer to them. This was followed by an un- 
reserved 'Malk'' in which I gained no little information. 

They expressed their gratification that I did not fiy the Pagopago 
flag out of that bay, saying' that it was well known to all Samoans that 
Atua owned the island of Tutuila, and in the government, Atua spoke 
for Tutuila. I explained that I carried the Pagopago flag from respect 
to a local chief, but particularly as a recognition of the acts of a great 
and wise naval commander of the United States. Here, as everywhere, 
I found hostility to Mauga, though the great respect of the people for 
America prevented any interference with him. They were particularly 
concerned for my safety, having this mat and going to Pagopago, and 
wished to send even one Atua chief with me, which would be ample 
protection ; but this I declined, and counseled a more enlightened policy, 
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and advised that they send a deputation to Tatuila, with invitations to 
send their best men to the government hoase at M alinun. Tiiis they 
had agreed upon, and expressed great good feeling toward Tuiteli, Sateli, 
and Jje Tuli, chiefs of the western end of Tutuila ; Leatu, of the eastern 
end of the ishmd, being an Atua chief, and present. It was useless to 
discuss Mauga with them. I parted with Atua as from an old friend, 
and shall ever revert to this meeting with pleasurable feelings. On the 
6th, accompanied by the foreign consular boats, with flags flying, I went 
to Mulinuu for a final interview with the representatives of Samoa, the 
" Taimua and Pule," the government. The great chiefs were also pres- 
ent. An armed guard surrounded the house. The Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic missionaries were present, who had never before mingled 
in politics. The two religious sects had never before met. The consti- 
tution of Samoa, which no white man had seen, was for the first time 
read, a copy of which, with the laws, was handed me, with translation 
appended. The laws, after the Samoans had remodified them, were read, 
and criticisms invited from the whites. It was a trying time. The na- 
tives had made great sacrifices, destroyed traditions and time honored 
customs, and made heavy penalties for transgression of the laws, these 
applicable to themselves; only hence they looked to me for indorsement 
of laws wherein these might be in conflict with the whites. When sec- 
tion eight, " law for selling land," was read, it was at once opposed by the 
German consul and agent of Goddefray & Co., and our acting commer- 
cial agent, Mr. Hamilton. They wished a clause inserted which would 
forever debar investigation into past land-sales, and that the titles be 
ratified. The missionaries, ever looking to the interests of the people, 
bat timid in their intercourse with the whites, dreaded a serious disagree- 
ment. I at once insisted that the law should be accepted, and opposed 
addition or itaodification ; and was compelled to say to Mr. Hamilton 
that he was ''creating unpleasant conclusions in my mind." This was 
the single extra official and arbitrary act upon my part during my inter- 
coarse with the Samoans. There was, however, an oral agreement that 
past land-sales should remain in statu quo, for,, say, one year, when an 
enlightened board of commissioners might adjudicate upon them. 
Thereafter the meeting was harmonious. . 

I read ray address, the translation read by Rev. George A. Turner. 
(Accompanying document marked D >2.) 

The government secretary read the letter of the <* Taimua and Pule" 
to the President of the United States, which, with translation, was 
handed to me. (Accompanying document D 1.) I told the government 
officials and chiefs that I had no power to treat with them ; that my in- 
strnctioDs were to gather facts and report the same, and that this I 
hoped faithfully to do, but that I had no pledges upon the part of my 
GoTernment to make ; and our meeting ended. 

The following morning, October 7, I sailed from Apia homeward- 
boand, having received letters from Rev. George A. Turner, marked 1 1 ; 
from Rev. S. J. Whitmer, president, and Rev. G. A. Turner, secretary 
of the London Missionary Society, marked I 2 ; from t L. EUoy, Roman 
Catholic bishop, marked I 3j from Rev. George Brown, Wesleyan, 
marked I 4. 

Ou the 8th, landed at Leone Tutuila, sending vessel to Pagopago, and, 
with Mr. Meredith, United States vice-commercial agent, (a creditable 
servant of the Government,) visited Tuiteli and Sateli, with whom I had 
long interviews. They were waiting to receive the Government emis- 
saries, and expressed their joy at the establishment of a government 
and assured me of their hearty cooperation. The articles of contedera- 
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tioD (docament marked K) tbey had refased to sign, baving no affinity 
with Manga, and were unable to act without the sanction of Ataa. 

I found these chiefs prudent, sensible men, with whom I spent some 
time, and, leaving them, visited the different villages en route to Pago- 
pago on foot. The following night, at a late hour, reached the bay, 
and found Mauga on board my vessel awaiting me, and unable to con- 
trol his anxiety to know of my intercourse with the Tutuila chiefs at the 
leeward end of the island. I could get from him no satisfactory explan- 
ation of his outrage upon the English schooner Dauntless, but he was 
profuse in his apologies. He had not buoyed the harbor nor opened 
the boat-passage for water. He begged that I would do this work for 
him. Finally, with the pilot, we arranged for this work, and there is a 
reasonable hope that it will be done. 

The object of Mauga's patient waiting was a desire to see the "Atua 
mat," to which I could not accede. Our friendly relations, however, 
were not disturbed. The following day I met Mauga and some of his 
council; gave them a history of the government at Mulinuu, and the 
desire for unity and concord among all Samoans. 

With these people I found the same desire for peace and hopes of the 
future, but all talk drifted to one point, a determination to see the 
'^Atua mat." I tried to convince them that I had no right to exhibit 
it. I read my address to Mauga, (document marked A 2,) and received 
his letter to the President, (document marked A 1.) After the exchange 
of a few prespnts and a general handshaking, we parted with kindly 
feelings. 

The next morning weighed anchor and sailed for Manua } landed on 
the 12th at the village of TauNanua^ where I found the teacher could 
speak English, and with him met Tui-Manna that day. 

I found the king to be a blind old man of eighty or more years, his 
hair long and white as snow. His people stood around, their faces ex- 
pressive of awe and pity. But few white people come to Manua, except 
the missionaries, and they only at long intervals. The natives were so 
thoroughly Christianized, the little island so isolated and being without 
a harbor, that they were secure in their faith. The old king had kept 
himself informed of all matters in the large islands, and welcomed oie 
with sincere pleasure. For an hour he held both of my hands, talked 
to me of government, of law, of peace, Christianity, and his love for the 
Samoan people. Even this exertion was rapidly exhausting him, and I 
bade him farewell, in an hour he sent me the ^^Tui Manua mat." The 
next day I left Mauna and Samoa. The Samoan government consists of 
the " Taimiui and Pw/e," the former comprising seven chie&, not among 
the greatest, but known for their ability; the *'Pi*^«," four chiefs of 
higher grade, who crown the edifice. The Taimua and Pule appoiift 
legal magistrates for districts from among the people over whom they 
are to have jurisdiction. 

The government is to be sustained by a per-capita tax. With their 
resources this will be trifling, and cheerfully paid. But they know 
nothing of finances, or the art of government; in theory they may dis- 
play some wisdom, but they must fail in practice. They fully realize 
that some government must aid them. 

With a population about one-third less than the Hawaiian Islands, 
vastly greater natural resources, and amiable and tractable people, and 
upon the track of a growing trade between English- speaking people, 
Samoa, under guidance and protection, would develop and concentrate 
a great trade. To the touch of industry, its harbors would be busy 
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marts, its timber utilized, and its valleys and moantain-slopes teeming 
with native products. 

Without needless amplification or argument I have, in this paper, 
endeavored faithfully to picture Samoa ; and now 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGEB, 
United States Special Agent 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ WashingtoUj D, C. 
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Pagopago, August 15, 1873. 
To His Excellency the President of the United States : 

*May it please your excellency to receive greetings from a native chieftain whose 
people are few, and whose resources are less. 

We have come to know your excellency as a great chief, over many chiefs and over 
a great people. Your people have met us as friends. They have come among us as 
friends, bringing greetings from their great chief, and our hearts are warm with 
friendship. 

At our home (Pagopago) we are Christian, worshipping yonr God. The ^ood teach- 
ers have taught us to be honest, observe your doctrine, and maintain the faith. 

We know that you are a great people, with many ships and many warriors, but that 
you are all united in peace ; that you cultivate^ the soil, build great houses, make great 
roads, and talk to each other through the air. We want the same, and pray for the 
aid, protectioD, and friendship of the President of the United States. 

Your men-of-war and your people's vessels have come into our harbor. We have 
made agreements with them, and yonr flag is joined to ours. We gave to you ex- 
clusive right to our harbor, and we want yon to use it. 

We are poor, but we are happy in our peaceful island. Our Samoan brethren in 
the other islands are divided, and their hands raised against each other. We all 
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want peace ; we want nnity and laws, and beg yon to come and instrnct us in concord 
and law-tnaking, extending to us the protection of your excellency's great Goyernment. 
This will ever be the prayer of the Samoan people. 
I send kindly words of greeting, and extend my hand to your excellency. 

MAUGA, 
CUtf of Pagopago. 

I hereby certify that I have duly attached the original and translation^ and also that 
it be a true and correct translation of same. 

T. MEREDITH, 
United States Vioe^Commercial Agent. 



llnolosnre A. 3.] 

Pagopago, August 10, 1873. 

To the Great Chi^ of Pagopago^ greeting : 

I have come. over many miles of land and water from the Great Chief of the United 
States of America to offer you a friendly hand in the name of our people. 

Commander Meade, with one of our great war-ships, has made a treaty with you, 
and you have given us the right to your beautiful harbor. Commander Meade also 
made for you a flag and hoisted our own, believing that at no distant day your harbor 
would afford refuge to our vessels, and create sucn general commerce and commercial 
relations as would more nearly bring the Samoan and the American into close relation 
and bonds of fellowship. 

I have come among you to explore your islands, look at the rich and varied vegeta- 
tion, know of your manners and customs, meet your great chiefs, see the evidences of 
your Christianity, and learn of your desire for closer connection and intercourse with 
the white man. I shall carry home to our Great Chief a truthful picture in my mind of 
your beautiful bay, your fertile lands, soft climate, and the fruits and vegetables which 
the good God has given you without asking and without labor. 

Nothing that I have seen among you has impressed me more, or will better please 
our Great Chief, than the Christian character of the people you rule over. The good 
missionaries have brought to you the word of the true God, and you have taken it to 
your hearts. I will tell my chief of your faith and honesty; how my ship has been 
filled with Samoaus, (men, women, and children,) our valuable articles spread about, 
and uot even a nail missing ; how, when vour Sunday comes, all is quiet, and each Sa- 
moan goes to the house of God ; but I will be more happy to tell of the virtue of yonr 
women. 

With a heart full of feeling, great chief, for you and for your people, I must tell 
you of things which you do not do. Your lands are not tilled, your people do not work, 
the art of industry is not fixed among you, and your people are not clothed. In our 
country we till the soil, our great fields are spread everywhere, families labor together, 
and our nakedness is covered. 

Your people are not afraid of work ; your young men are brave and active ; they 
have gone with me through the bnsh, and climbed to the top of high mountains ; they 
fiave paddled my canoe wnen our white people would sicken. 

Yonr religion teaches you industry as well as devotion ; your people love you and 
you can do much for them ; my Government and people will not forget you in your 
efforts. 

I have been in Upolu, among your brethren, and there find them poorer than yon 
are, and not so steadfast in their goodness. This has come from war, where chiefs 
and families have engaged in ugly strife, and a beautiful country is suffering for want 
of unity, concord, and law. In find in Apia that the white people are your friends, and 
that the great chiefs want peace and will begin to adopt laws. I have tried to aid 
them, and will do more before I leave you. 

In our country we have many tribes of natives, but they are not so peaceable or 
honest as yourselves; only a few are Christians; but it is cold in winter; the earth 
gives them but little, (you have everything,) but my Government gives them lands, 
farmers, tools, teachers, clothing, and provisions, and makes laws for tuem. Some tribes 
are rich and happy, but they have made farms, built churches and school-houses, and 
live as their white brethren. 

My Government or people do not want your lands ; we want to aid you. My Great 
Chief told me to advise you not to sell your lands " to individual foreigners ;" when 
you part with it you lose your mother who maintains you, and who will always sup- 
port you. Of this I have in our talks cautioned you so much that you will believe in 
our kindly interest in you. 

In the harbor regulations made for you by Commander Meade, he did not provide 
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lor absence of harbor commissioner, or fix regalar harbor-dnes. Tbis I have done 
for yon, making the amoant three cents per ton. I have paid you tbis small snm to 
establish the precedent, bnt yo'ti cannot expect to collect dues from vessels unless you 
stake and buoy your harbor. I have instrncted you in tbis, and your pilot will bring 
back the chain given by Commander Meade to fasten the big buoy in place. 

Now, great chief, in saying farewell, I will again express my hopes for the welfare 
of your people, and prayers for your life and happiness. 
I am, traly, your friend, 

A. B. 8TEINBERGER, 
United States Special Cammiasioner to Samoa. 



(InelosiireBl.J 

Apia, Attgrnt 19, 1873. 

To the great Samoan chiefs and rulerSf greeting : 

I have come from the Great Chief of the United States to visit your islands, see your 
people, and talk to your high chiefs. I bring from a great Government greeting and 
kindly words of fellowship. 

I know you will have a great meeting to-morrow, and I send to ask if some of yon 
will meet me at the consulate, or appoint a day and place when I shall come among 
you. 
I salute yon in the name of our people and Great Chief. 
Fraternally, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



finclosare B 2.] 



Government House op Samoa, 

August 21, 1873. 

To the chief from the American Government : 

This letter is from the government of Samoa to your excellency. 

In answer to your letter expressing your wish to confer with some of the chiefs and 
rulers, we will now appoint chiefs and mlers to wait on you on Monday, at 9 o'clock. 

And again, let us meet at Mr. Collie's house ; and we wish you to ask Mr. Williams 
to be our interpreter in the Samoan and English languages. 

That is all. May we all have God's' blessing. 

We are the rulers and chiefs of the Samoan government. 

Tbis letter was written on the 22d, and received on the evening of the same day. 



[Inolosnre C 1.] 

Navigator's Islands, 
; Apia^ August 19, 1873. 

Sir : On the assumption that you have been delegated by the President of the United 
States of America to visit these islands in answer to a petition signed in April, 1872, 
by a large and influential majority of high chiefs and mlers, praying that the protec- 
tion of the United States of America be extended to this group of islands, we, the 
undersigned foreigners, residents in these islands, holding as we do a majority of in- 
terests, and deprecating the prolonged and the ever-recurring civil wars, subversive 
alike of morality and religion, and seriously impeding the material advancement of 
this valuable group, approach you with the expression of our hope that the prayer of 
the natives may be granted by the President and Government of the United States. 
On our own behalf and on behalf of the petitioners we respectfully request your fa- 
vorable consideration of the prayer of the petition. Since the cessation of late hostil- 
ities, attempts have been made by the chiefs of the two opposite factions to frame a 
code of laws. Although deeply sensible of the importance to themselves, and well 
aware that wholesome laws will tend to the progressive improvement of their country, 
the natives have found themselves unequal to the performance of legislative duties in 
framing such a code of laws as will prevent civil strife and of involving them in trouble 
-vnth foreign powers. It is not incompatible with the welfare of both races that 



56 A. Be STEINBEBGER. 

whitea and natives should live side by side and in amity with each other ; bnt to con- 
ditce to and insure this desirable and practicable end it is necessary that a sound code 
of laws should be established for the government of natives and whites irrespective 
of rank or condition of both races. Humbly praying that it may be consistent with 
your high duties to give the spirit of our request your favorable consideration and fur- 
ther the attainment of our object, 

We have the honor to remain , sir, your obedient servants, 

[Here follows a number of signatures.] 
Colonel Steinbergbr, 

United States Commissioner, 



[IncloBore C 3.1 



Apia, Samoa, Octoher 6, 1873. 

Gentlemen: I have read with more than ordinary interest the document bearing 
your signatures of August 19. 

I have delayed a specific answer until such time as might enable me to see Samoa 
and the Samoans. 

Now, upon the eve of my departure, I am proud to say that I have learoed no little 
of the character of the Samoans. I have traversed the islands, seen their iuternal and 
domestic homes and relations. I have read their laws, which yon yourselves have 
pronounced correct in intention, and modified after the Samoans have submitted them 
to you. 

You, gentlemen, nursed in religion and civilization, will appreciate that an aboriginal 
people, struggling for light and prone by babit to make no distinction in their inter- 
coarse with the whites, will have many difficulties to overcome. Charity and the bet- 
ter elements of manhood will prompt you to give to them the aid and comfort which 
your civilization and knowledge of law and its observance suggest. 

I am deeply sensible of the necessity for law and an established government upon 
these islands. I regard it as being necessary for the salvation of the Samoans that 
some government extend to them power and protection. My feelings and sentiments 
are the more enlisted from association with the natives, on observance of their simpli- 
city, their honest intention, and the deep religious sentiment which absorbs them ; in 
this 1 recognize the great labors of the missionaries, their devotion and their sacrifices, 
and the earnest devotedness of the natives to their teachings. For this let ns thank 
the good God. 

Your petition I will present to our Government of the United States. I will carry 
with me your hopes ; your prayer will be in my mind and heart. 

I leave yon and Samoa with regret, with all charity and love, and thank God for the 
great unity of sentiment pervading all races and color in these islands. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special CommissUmei' to Samoa* 

Messrs. Williams, Collie, Turner, Deane, Barnard, Parker, Blackwood, and 
others, Apia, Samoa, 



[Inolosiire D 1.— Translation.] 

The House of the Government of Samoa, 

' at MulinuUf October 3, 1873. 
To the Principal Chief of the Ametican Government: 

This is our letter to your excellency. 

We are the rulers of the government of Samoa. We send a great deal of love to yoar 
excellency. 

Although we are not acquainted with one another, and have not met face to face, 
nor talked with one another since the world was created, yet we write this letter in 
order that we may meet with one another, because, though we are very far apart, still 
we shall meet for the first time and talk with one anotner at the hour on which yoa 
receive this letter and look at it. 

Now, we are going to make known some facts to your excellency. Formerly there 
was war in this our laud of Samoa. It was very bad indeed, and the people were all 
of different minds at that time. Now it has been brought to an eud. The chiefs and 
rulers of Samoa are all of one mind, and laws have been set up for the government of 
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Samoa. The baTmony and the laws were established on the Ist of May, 1873. We also 
set up a flag as a symbol of the government of Samoa on the 2d October, 1873. 

And yet, notwithstanding that we have set up laws for the government of Samoa, 
it is as though the body is whole, but it is only lying on the ground ; it has no living 
breath in it. As is the story in the Bible : God made man, then the body was whole, 
bat it was only a lying down, there was no living health in it. Then God breathed 
into it, and that is the cause of its moving about and being alive. In the same way 
Samoa and the laws are the person. We are exceeding desirous that you should 
breathe into Samoa. Be pleased to bring your wisddm, and the goodness and beauty 
of the American Grovernment to teach our government, and to aid Samoa in the mat- 
ter of laws. 

We have shown the details of our government to the chief that came from the Ameri- 
can Government, Colonel Steinber^er. He will let your excellency and the American 
Government know all about it. 

We also know the object for which he was appointed, and the reason for which he 
came to Samoa ; that is, the union between the government of Samoa and America. 
We very much desire that affair to be confirmed. 

Chief, we are now going to make known to you our wish. Our desire is very exceed- 
ingly great indeed that that chief, Colonel Steinberger, return to Samoa, becauso we 
have become acquainted with him during the short time he has been in Samoa. And 
another reason for this desire is that we know well the peacefulness and the amiability 
of that gentleman is truly marvelous. 

Bo pleased not to delay an answer to this our desire which we are presenting to 
your excellency. 

That is all. May your excellency have health and strength, and may the American 
Government be blessed. 

We are the chiefs and rulers of the government of Samoa. 

[Here follow signatures.] 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Apidf October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a true and correct translation 
of the herewith-attached writing in the Samoan language. 
[seal.] E. L. HAMILTOIjr, 

United States Vice-Commei'cial Agent. 
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To the Samoan chiefs now at Apia, October 1, 1873, greeting : 

When I came among yon I had nothing but my own discernment to guide me ; my 
own countrymen I do not consult. I have sought your friends, we have met, and our 
meetings have been friendly. I come with greeting, and the earnest friendship of our 
people and my Great Chief. 

1 have spoken the views of my chiefs. I have counseled you as to your interests, 
advised you against the sale of lands, deprecated recognition of liquor-shops, and told 
you of the industry of our people. 

I have found you to be a brave, earnest, and honest people ; you tell me that you are 
a simple people, and that you believe in my people, and hope for guidance from them. 
I will carry this in my heart and my mind ; my Great Chief shall see you all through 
me. 

I have the old symbolical evidences of your sincerity and esteem ; 1 know how to 
cherish them ; they shall occupy a permanent place in the great building of our chiefs. 
Tour children shall look upon them, and return with pride to you. 

I pray for your peaceable maintenance of laws, the cultivation of friendly relations 
with your white brethren, and a religious observance of such correct attributes as will 
best secure your freedom and integrity. 

My people are powerful ; you are few, but you are great in all the good which a kind 
God has given to you. 

I have read your laws, advised with the representatives of other governments and 
white residents. There seems to be accord and intelligent friendship; preserve this 
and yon will be just and prosperous. 

I meet yon, the government, (Taimua,) to-day, when yon will formally accept the 
laws, promulgate them among yourselves, and then begin your re-creation. 

Your flag is the emblem of your uuity and the earnest of your good intentions ; it 
speaks a language to yon ; be true to it. I have saluted it. 'Now, the maintenance of 
your body-politic is in your hands. 



58 . A. B. STEINBERQEB. 

I bare th? letter of the governmeDt of Stimoa (Tnimaa) to biH Exoelleao; tbe Preai- 
deDt of the United StateB, wbiuh I will in pereou present. 

Witb tbrite Icindly eipressioDs of bicb bopee for yonr ^vernment and people, I bid 
you faruweil, witb Ood'^ blesxiDg sad bopea to meet yoa BKain- 

You muy be certain of tbe fraternal love of your friend and servant, 



(InolunTe B — TnmaUUon.l 

HousR OF Maij:etoa, 
Moatoa, Oeloier 4, 1ST3. 
CBiE)r ! This is my letter of love to yon, tbe Chi.if wbo rnLea America. I am very 
mach pJeaseil with reKard to the union between ourgovernmenta. My de«ire is that 
good arise for this laud. Now, this is my opioiou ana my wish, be pleased to appoiut 
for ns tbe chief. Colonel Steiuherf;er. 
It is very proper for that chief to come here, to make tbinf^ straight in this land. 
That is aX\ my tetter. May Ood graut you health aod strength. 

MALIETOA, 
_ Zaapepa. 



(iDcIcMiiie F.] 

The fcnndation of tbe goverament of Saiuoa was laid in Mulinun, Aagnst 31, A. D. 
1873. 

The origin of tbe goverDineat ts by the action of the chiefs and rulers of Samoa or 
Tnimua and Pale, aod dates from MiiliuLiii, oa the :jlst of August, 11373. 

We give tliauks to Crod for tbe [leace and gcHid-nill that we are enjoying, and the 
nnitj that enahles us to choose chiefs and rulers for tbe secure establishmeDt of the 
Samuan government. 

BeiiiJi; now exempt ftom tbe wars that Formerly desolated our islaniis, we create these 
laws in the hope that peace will contiune, and Samoa be bleHseil aTiioug the Dutions of 
the earth, for God tias made as of one blood, that we may live together on tbe fcice of 
the earth in oue mind and in good fellowship. 

Each oue shnll be free, and shall be at li l>ertf to coma anil gn as he wishes, and to 
act accordiug to his own views as long as they are in unison with the laws which are 
created tor his beneHt, and which, if be brealcB. he must be jndged. 

Tbe government ia organized for the protection of the rights of ever; one, and to 
allow no interference ol one with the rights of another. The execution of the laws 
will operate alike upon all, chiefs, rnlera, aud comiu la people ; all will bn judged alike 
if they violate the law. 

1. The entire Samoan government is based on Taimna and Pale. 

3. We have chosen from among them seven chiefs and rulers, to be at the head of 
otir government, and to rule one year eacb. 

3. These seven chiefs are to be the highest rulers and jndges, and shall have tbe 
power to decide all queetious, add make treaties and agreements with foreign powers, 

' and to receive emhaaaadors and commiBsioners from them. 

4. If an; serious trouble occurs in any part of Samoa, tbe seven chosen chiefs and 
mlers shall adiust and settle it. 

daty of rbeae chiefs to oonstruct such laws aa shall be for the best 
ole Samoan people. 

le Taimna shall be to enforce the laws upon chiefs and people alike ; 
reaties made with foreign powers. The Taimua has the privilege 
11, aud, in case of violent discnssion or high words, shall have power 

seven chiefs shall have one name, tbe Taimna. 

inst show proper respect and deference to the Taimna, aa they are 
iamou. 

lent can choose four rnlers from among the people, who by their 
igence will form the pillars of tbe edillce of government, aud aid 

r superior judgment, and will also see that the laws are exeonted. 
d governors, and their duties will he to oversee the work of the 

aud all tbe govemmeut work of Samoa. 
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DUTIES OF JUDGES. 

1. No person is to be fined without first being tried and found guilty. 

2. All courts that are held shall have jurors. 

3. No person shall be tried twice for the same offense. 

4. No relative of any person accnsed shall be qualified to act as Judge or inror in his 
case. If any one has cause of complaint against another, he must first tell it to the 
officer in court, who will acquaint the judge. 

TAKING OATHS. ' 

I 

1. I, the Taimna, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Samoa, 
and to exercise our rule according to law. 

2. We, the rulers, swear before God to sustain and respect the government of Samoa, 
and to maintain it according to the laws, and not to bring disgrace upon it by our 
conduct. 

3. There shall be no interference with the religion of any one, but each person shall 
be free to worship as he pleases. 

4. The foundation of the government commences to-day, and will remain until 
changed by the Taimua and the rulers. 

5. If any rulers wish any change in the laws, they must first notify the council, and, 
at the end of six months, a meeting may be called to discuss the question of such 
changes. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

« 

That the government appoint judges in each district to have jurisdiction in such 
district for all cases except murder, rebellion, treason, or privy conspiracy. 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Apia^ Navigator's Islands^ October 7, 1873. 

I hereby certify that the within writing in English is a true and correct translation 
of the herewith-attached writing in the Samoau language. 
[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vice- Commercial Agent 



[InoloBure G.] 
SAMOAN LAWS. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE OF SAMOA AT MULINUU. 

[These laws were written August 21, 1873.] 
I. — Law of murder, 

1. Murder is forbidden. Whoever kills another person maliciously shall be put to 
death by hauging, and that in secret or within prisou-walls. 

2. Manslaughter. — ^Any person committing manslaughter shall be tried by jury ; and, 
if proved guilty, shall be punished with imprisonment and hard labor, according to the 
discretion of the judge. 

3. Whoever shall urge a man to kill another, and he does kill, both the instigator 
and the murderer shall be put to death, (as per clause 1.) 

II. — Law for theft, 

1. Any one found guilty of theft shall be fined according t-o the nature of the offense, 
by imprisonment and hard labor on the roads, besides retutning the value of the arti- 
cles stolen. 

2. The /oa aiga is forbidden ; no one is to take anything the property of another be- 
cause he 16 one of the family without asking for it; but should auy persist in taking 
away the property of another because he is one of the family, the party guilty of this 
deed shall be treated as a thief, judged, and punished as above. 
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3. Whosoever shall steal the property of another person and go and sell it to another, 
the purchaser knowing it to be stolen, bat still persists in buying it, then both shall 
be punished according to the punishment of a thief, (as per clause 1.) 

4. Any person finding propertj of another that has been lost, shall give such prop- 
erty in charge of the judge of the district in which such property is found, and the 
said judge shall put out notice publicly, and upon identification of property by the 
rightful owner it shall be given up to such owner. 

III. — Law concerning marriage. 

1. This is a contract between man and woman that they shall be one till death part 
them. 

2. People wishing to marry shall firat go to the judge who is named by the Samoan 
government to register their names, but if they first go to a missionary or teacher, and 
the missionary or teacher marries them without being right (tonu) with the judge, 
that marriage shall not be allowed, and missionary or teacher shall be fined $25. 

3. When any two, man and wife, are married, the family have no further control 
over them, for they are one. Whatsoever they receive at the marriage belongs to 
them ; it shall not be divided among the family ; it is their own property. 

4. There shall be no divorce or separation ; once married they shall live together till 
parted by death. 

5. Any party found guilty of elopement shall be punished by hard labor two years 
on the roads. 

6. All who are married shall be registered in the registry office. And fee for mar- 
riages shall be i|1.50 for each party, to be ^ven to the judge. 

7. Polygamy is strictly forbidden ; parties found guilty shall be punished with hard 
labor on the roads for two years, and the man to pay a fine of (100. 

8. There shall be no toga taken for elopement's, according to heathen custom, but if 
the parties are duly registered, theu it shall be optional with the family to give pres- 
ents, also at births ; no toga unless the family choose to give any presents. 

IV. — Law for adultery. 

1. Any person convicted of adultery shall be punished by hard labor on the roads 
for four years. 

2. Any man or woman who have lived and are at present living as man and wife, 
shall from this day be looked upon the same as if a ceremony had been performed. 

V. — Law for perjury and false accusation, 

1. Any one found guilty of perjury and false accusation shall be tried and punished 
according to the nature of the offense by fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VI. — Law for slander, 

1. Whoever shall be found guilty of bad language or slander shall be punished by 
fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VII. — Law for rebellion, 

1. Any land or people rebelling against the Samoan government shall be driven off 
their lands, and they shall never return ; they shall die away, and their property be 
confiscated to the government. 

VIII. — Law for selling lands, 

1. Any one desirous of selling his land must report to the government, and, if he has 
a good right to sell, the government shall register such sale, and it shall be consid- 
ered good. 

IX. — Law for tattooing, 

1. Tattooing is strictly forbidden in Samoa. There shall be no man tattooed in 
Samoa ; it causes great evils in these islands. Any man guilty of breaking this law 
shall be fined $100 and two years' hard work on the roads. 

2. People from other lands breaking this law shall be fined $20(^ and two years' hard 
work on the roads. 

3. The tattooer shall be fined $100 for each person he tattooes, and hard work on the 
roads for two years, and his tattooing instruments seized, and his property confiscated 
to the government, except house and subsistence for family. 

X. — Law for government officers, 

1. No judge, policeman, secretary, or rnler shall drink spirits to intoxication, or use 
bad language in the public roads or in the presence of the people ; if any one is 
charged with this offense he shall be tried, and, if found guilty, shall forfeit his office 
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fined $25. 
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XI. — Law for the Sabhath-day. 

1. The Sabbath is sacred ; no work shall be done on the Sabbath-day, except work of 
mercy, or any who are in distress. Any one violating the sacredness of the Sabbath 
by noises, quarreling, shall be tried and fined (4. 

2. No liquor to be sold or furnished at all on Sunday ; any person found guilty shall 
be fined $100. 

3. Any person found drunk and noisy shall be fined at the discretion of the judge. 

XII. — Law regarding four-footed animals. 

1. Any four-footed animal trespassing into the plantation of any one, the fence be- 
ing^ good, then the owner of the plantation may secure the animal and report to the 
owner of the animal and seek for damages, but if he refuses to pay them it is to be re- 
ported to the police, who will inform the judge, who will try the case. 

2. It is strictly prohibited the loosing of a horse or cattle*, or cutting of their ropes ; 
any one found guilty of this offense shall be punished by hard labor on the road. 

3. It is strictly forbidden to tie any animal upon the land of another person without 
first obtaining permission. Punishment for such offense, a fine at the discretion of the 
judge. 

XIII. — Law regarding trespass, 

1. No person shall trespass upon the property of another to take his fruits or vege- 
tables, or live stock or to work upon or appropriate such lands to his own benefit. Any 
one violating this law shall be fined and put t5 hard labor on the roads. 

XIV.— Xatc« regarding assault, 

1. Any person provoking a quarrel or striking another without provocation with his 
fist or piece of wood, or anything else, and the party struck bearing it patiently, not 
requiting the evil, it is just that he be tried and punished at the discretion of the 
judge. 

Xy,—Law regarding weapons or arms, 

1. No person shall carry arms of any description for the purpose of offense or defense 
or intimidation. 

XVI. — Law regarding persons lielping others fined oi* punished. 

1. It is strictly forbidden any one helping a person who has been fonnd guilty of vio- 
lating the laws ; those helping shall be put to hard labor in proportion to fine at the 
discretion of the judge, and the party helped shall pay double the amount of the fine. 

XVII. — Law regarding people who do not send their children to school. 

1. If any do not send their children to school, they shall be tried ; if guilty, they 
shall be fined. 

XVIII. — Law regarding public roads. 

1. All lands shall keep the public roads in repairs. Police shall attend to or watch 
the public roads. No racing of horses or any noises to be made in the public roads. 
No filth to be left on the roads by Samoans or foreigners. 

XIX. — Laws respecting great journeying parties, 

1. It is strictly forbidden the entertaining of large parties journeying publicly. Any 
parties journeying may go and take up their quarters wheie they choose; it is not 
compulsory for the families where they stay to entertain them. 

2. All parties journeying on account of government shall be well entertained by the 
chiefit and rulers of lands in Samoa. 

XX. — Law regarding dances, 

1. Night dances, according to the old Samoan or heathen custom, that is, dancing 
partly naked, quite naked, and committing indecencies, are strictly forbidden. Any 
one proven guilty of breaking this law shall pay a fine of $100 and shall be made to 
work six months on the road. 

XXI. — Law regarding vessels. 

1. No captain or master of a vessel shall take away a Samoan without a written per- 
mission of the governor or ruler of Samoa ; then he may go. Any captain or master of 
vessel or crew willfully breaking this law shall pay a tine of (100 to the government. 
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2. Any Samoan desirons of going away in a vessel mast first obtain the consent of 
the governor or judge, then he may go ; if not he cannot go on any consideration. 

3. Any vessel having any contagious or infections diseases on board shall not be 
brought into harbor, but shall hoist a yellow flag at the foremtist-head and stand off 
and on while the pilot communicates with the consul of the country to which the ves- 
sel belongs. 

4. Any one deserting from his vessel, the consnl will report it to the judge, who will 
send and seek after the deserter, and if caught on this side of the island, $10 ; if caught 
on the opposite side of the island, $20 : if caught at Atua, Aaua, or Savaii, $25 ; if caught 
after the vessel has sailed, he must pay (10. If he has no money he muat labor for the 
government. 

5. If any person in Samoa shall secrete a deserter from a vessel in port he shall pay 
a fine of $25. If be persists in secreting deserters his fine shall be increased at the dis- 
cretion of the judge. 

XXII. — Law reguJativg trading, 

» 

1. There shall be no restriction upon trade ; it shall be left entirely to the option of 
the person, the value or price he may put upon his own goods, but all agreements shall 
be fully enforced. Any one violating his agreement shall be tried and fined according 
to the nature of the agreement he violates. 

2. Any one not paying his debts, and the injured party seeking redress, it shall be 
inquired into, and if it is decided to pay, and payment refused, then such portion of 
the party (not paying) lands or other property shall be sold to cover his debts. 

XXIII. — Law regarding weighU and measures. 

1. Any person, merchant, or trader altering his weights or measures so that they are 
not just or right with all true weights or measures is a thief, and shall be inquired, 
into ; and if it is proved that he has altered his weights and measures, he or they shall 
be fined for each offense $100. 

XXrV. — Law regarding money not full value, 

1. No person, merchant, or trader shall in anywise give money of not full valne to 
any one in payment for any produce. Any one found guilty of this offense sh^l be 
punished as a thief; not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

2. And the same with any Samoan deceiving or perpetrating any fraud in trade; he 
shall be fined as above — not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

XXV. — Law of revenue, 

1. As a revenue for the Samoan government, exclusive of fines, and for the snpport 
of judges, magistrates, and their ofiicers and courts, there shall be a per capita tax of $1 
each for each male citizen grown, and half a dollar for each imported male laborer. 

2. The government shall appoint special tax commissioner, who shall collect the tax 
and pay the money into the treasury. 

United Statrs Commbrcfal Agbjjcy, 

Apia^ Navigator lelands, October 7, 1873. 
I hereby certify that the fbregoing 21 [25] laws written in English is a true and cor- 
rect translation of the herewith attached 21 [25] laws written in the Samoan language 
[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States VicC'Commercial Agent, 



[Indosure H 1.— Translation.] 

Apia, October 1, A, D. 1873. 

We here are the teachers of the district of Dr. Turner, jr. We have prepared a 
present, the occasion of which is our joy in that we met with the American chief on 
the night on which he addressed us words of warning and encouragement regarding 
the work of God. The chief was sent indeed on the message of the Goverument of 
America to the chiefs and rulers of Samoa, but not withstanding that, he has conde- 
scended to address words of love to us teachers, and we have prepared a small present 
as an expression of our joy respecting him and his good words. 

PresetJt—Taro, 155; bunches of bananas, 6; fowls, 15; pieces of native cloth, 18; 
mats, 2; fans, 6; combs, 4; tattooing instrument, 2; honito fish hook, 1 ; club, (Sam- 
oan,) 1; spear, (Samoan,) 1 ; Samoan basket, 1; Ava bowl, (imitation,) 1 ; hands of 
ciuet, (specimen,) 1. 

G. A. TURNER, M. D. 
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[Inclosore H 2.J 

Apia, Upolu, October 6, 1873. 

To the ieachera under jurisdiction of Dr, Turnery PaulOj Tuka, Milan, Solomona, Eaekielu, 

Fuaoleviuej and others : 

Gentlemen AND MY FRIENDS : I am not unmmdful of my most serious interview 
with yourselves ; I see you ^nd carry with me grateful reoollections of you all. 

The three-hour interview which I had with yon at the house of your esteemed pastor, 
Dr. Turner, I regard as one of the important events in my intercourse with Samoans. 
It is you (teachers) who will in the days to come give power, prominence, and religion 
to yonr people. 

I have spoken to yonr chiefs and rulers about you ; I have used good but strong 
words to them relative to yourselves ; they will heed them. * 

You must be proud and brave in your work. As you work for the good Grod and his 
word to you, so do you labor for your own people. In turning away from all ill and 
the evil contact of ungodly people, you manifest sincerity and belief. 

Be true to your instructor, to your teachings, and yon will be true to yourselves. 

It is needless to put upon paper all that I have said to you ; you listened with atten- 
tiou, and I trust you for the future. 

I have your presents ; I thank you ; I give to you my warmest expressions of grati- 
tude. 

I wish that I could address each one of you. 

May God's blessing rest with you is the prayer of your friend, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa* 
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Apia, Upolu, Samoa, October 7, 1873. 

My Dear Sir : Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind note of yesterday. 

I assure you I feel not a little pleased at the eminently successful issue of yonr mis- 
sion to these islands. You came at a very appropriate time, when the native chiefs 
were all assembled for the purpose of endeavoring to establish law. Your honest, 
kindly spirit has won the esteem and love, and yon leave with the hearty good wishes 
of the entire native population. Although there are a few among the foreign popula- 
tion who prefer, for reasons best known to themselves, to live in a state of anarchy, 
yet you may feel assured that you have the hearty co-operation of all honest men, and 
all who have the welfare of the native race at heart. 

It is trne the mission on which you came was a ^' somewhat delicate " one, and at the 
outset I was afraid that yon would not succeed so well as I hoped for, but now I most 
heartily congratulate you in that you have succeeded far better than my most san- 
guine wishes. 

Vou leave with the knowledge that law and order is established. You may feel as- 
Hnred that the* Samoans and all of the right-minded of the white population will do 
their utmost to keep things straight, and to see the laws carried out. 

You leavens in order to fulfill the most important part of your mission. It only re- 
mains for me to bid you a hearty God-speed. You have our good wishes and our 
prayers, and we hope and trust that a brighter day is soon to dawn on Samoa. 

The Samoans have expressed earnest desire that you should return and dwell among 
them and aid tbem in the capacity of first United States representative in Samoa. I 
will only add that, should the Government be pleased to accede to that request, there 
i» none that will more gladly hail your return to these islands than 
Yours, sir, and very sincerely. 



Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 



GEO. A. TURNER. 
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Apia, Si^MOA, October 4, 1873. 

Dear Sir : We regret that since yonr arrival in Samoa there has been no general 
meeting of the members of our mission at which a formal letter could be prepared ex- 
pressing our views with reference to the desired United States protectorate over the 
Samoau Lilands. 
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In place of sncb a letter we take upon onraelves, as chairman and secretary of the 
mission which has the religions care of four-fifths of the Samoan people, and knowing 
as we do the opinions of all the members of our mission , to assnre yon — 

1. That we believe the expressed desire of the Samoaus for a United States protect- 
orate is a hona-fide wish on the part of the chiefs and people generally of Upolu, Savaii, 
and Manono. 

2. That we, and our mission generally, heartily concur in the desire of our people > 
for the protectorate, believing not only that it will be of great benefit to the Samoan 
people, but that it will be the saving of the race. 

3. That should your Government see fit to accede to the wish of the existing Samoan 
government for your own appointment as first United States representative in Samoa, 
we shall be most happy to welcome you in that capacity ; feeling sure, from what we 
have seen of yon, that yon will do justice to the Samoan people, and aid them in every 
possible way, in all their laudable efforts for social and political improvement. 

We are, dear sir, yours very sincerelv, 

S. J. WHITMEE, 

Chmrman, 
G. A. TURNER, 
Secretary of the Samoan District Committee of the London Missionary Society, 

Col. A. B. Steinbergkr, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



[IndoBure I 3.] 

Apia, Seplemher 29, 1873. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to send you the amendment which I think necessary to 
be added to the law for marriages. 

The Sanioans have been practicing the divorce in a very loose manner. Marriages 
made indistinctly by any Independent or Wesleyan teacher were ordinarily divorced 
after a few months or few years, and those have never been recognized as indissoluble 
in Samoa. Indeed, it can hardly be said they were serious sacred bonds. 

But in the Catholic religion marriages are made only by ordained priests; and, even 
in Samoa, every Catholic knows very well that in no case we recognize possibility of 
divorcing. It is justice to bring back to their sacred engagements sucb parties who 
might have been induced by bad example to try to break them. 

Allow me, dear sir, to take this opportunity for gratulating you on the wisdom yon 
have shown in fulfilling the delicate and important mission concredited to your care by 
your government toward our poor and so disturbed Samoan people. 

Since this last war our Samoan chiefs seem unable to govern their country without 
the help of a strong hand, which might keep them saved from miserable effects of 
jealousy between themselves. Even now, after having been exhausted by civil war, 
they have not put the power in proper hands, for fear of a new disturbance if the prin- 
cipal chief of such and such a district had been appointed as one of the seven rulers 
called Taimua, because his appointment might have been mistaken by his rivals as 
being the nomination of a king. So is the case with Mataafa in the district of Atua, 
and Malietoa in the district of Tnamasaga. 

Some intervention is necessary to bring that unsettled state to an end. Providence 
seems to show us that the Governmeiit of the United States is to take interest in that 
matter ; may it be, as I hope, for the glory of God and the happiness of the Samoan 
people, to wbich's welfare we are to give, my oolaborators and I, our strength and life 
until death. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

t L. ELLOY, Ev, de Tijpasa. 

Mr. A. B. STEINBERGER, 

United Slates' Special Commissioner, 



[Incloflare 14.] 

Saleaula Savaii, September^ 1872. ^ 

My Dear Sir : In bidding yon farewell after our pleasant intercourse in Samoa, I 
wish at the same time to express my entire accordance with the object of your mission, 
and the pleasure and satisfaction I feel that you have been appointed by the Govern- 
ment of the United States to discharge the important duties connected with it. I 
have long felt that the only hope of any settled government being formed in Samoa, 
or of any real progress in the arts of civilization, must be either in alliance with or a 
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protectorate from some power apart from themselves. I have now lived ia Samoa 
for nearly thirteen years, and am, with one exception, the senior missionary of any now 
residing m the group. I have lived almost entirely amone the natives, and have had 
very good opportonites for observing^ their customs and ror judging their character. 
I looked with some anxiety on the first attempts made in particular districts to form 
a code of laws, and the subsequent war which has so afflicted the people and retarded 
tikieir progress has proved that my forebodings were well founded. 

The Samaon chiefs and rulers, although accustomed to make petty laws for the gov- 
ernment of their own towns, have no idea of any system or code of laws which would 
at once recognize the liberty of the subject and the ]>ower of the law. The consequence 
"waa that nearly all their regulations were either simply tyrannical, or so grossly ab- 
surd as to fail at once when they attempted to carry them into effect. Then the petty 
jealousies which exist, not only between particular districts, but between different 
chiefis in the same village, effectually prevent any real union among them in their present 
condition. They are now engaged in an attempt to form a government for the whole 
of the group, but I have little or no hope of their ever being able to establish one which 
-would oe either permanent or effective. I fear, also, that difficulties will soon spring 
up between the natives and the whites, arising from the land sales which have been 
effected during the late war. Should these lands be occupied, many difficulties will 
arise not only from disputes about the titles, but also from the relations between the 
two races. The Samaons will consider themselves as the rulers of the country, and in 
that capacity will, in all probability, pass laws to which the whites cannot agree, and 
the enforcement of which they will undoubtedly resist. Hence I fear, that unless 
there exists some authority to which both white and natives must be amenable, we 
shall soon have a state of enmity existing between the two races, which would prove 
disastrous to both, but more especially to the Samoans. For these reasons I rejoiced 
when I heard of the petition sent by the chiefs, asking for a protectorate from the 
Government of the United States, and I earnestly hope that their petition will be 
favorably received. I have often spoken about it to the natives, and I believe that 
they are now unanimous in their desire for a protectorate. 

With regard to yourself personally, I can only assure you that I shall ever remember 
with pleasure our intercourse in Samoa. Tou have certainly entered heartily into the 
object of your mission, and have spared no pains to make yourself acquainted with 
Samoa and the Samoans, not merely as they exist around Apia, but in their own lands 
and in their own homes, where alone you can become fairly acquainted with them. In 
oar many journeys, both by land and sea, I believe that yon have acquired more in-' 
formation concerning the manners and customs of the people and the resources of the 
country than yon could possibly have acquired by a much longer term of residence at 
the port, and I, as one who earnestly desires the prosperity of Samoa, feel very glad 
that yon have acted as you have done. I may also add that the other members or the 
Wesleyan mission here are quite of the same opinion as myself. 

Wishing you a safe and pleasant voyage, I remain, yours sincerely, 

GEO. BROWN. 

Col. A. B. Stbinberobr, 

United States Commi98ioner to Samoa. 
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Know all men by these presents, that we, Maunga, principal chief of Le Fagaloa ; 
Leiato, principal chief of Le Alatana*; Faumuina, principal chief of Le Saole ; prin- 
cipal chief of Le Jtnau ; Tuitele, principal chief of Le Alatana ; Letuli, principal chief 
of Le Tualanta ; Satele, principal chief of Le Taulatai; Fuamaono, principal chief of 
Li6 Asina, being the principal chiefs of the ten houses of the island of Tntuila, Samoa, do 
hereby agree to form a league and confederation for our mutual welfare and protection 
and to unite our several districts under the flag raised at Pagopago on the 3d day 
of March, A. D. 1872; and we hereby do solemnly bind ourselves to carry out this cov- 
enant feiithfully as far as our jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each 
other, and to carry out in our several districts the commercial regulations of Pago- 
pago promulgated the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recognized by Commander 
Kichard W. Meade, United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragan- 
aett. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal this day of March, 

A. D. 1872. 

' O AU O LEIATO, his x mark. 

O AU O FAUMUINA, his x mark. 

O AU O MAUAGA. 

O AU O MAUGA. 

MAL ITUAN. 

H. Ex. 161 5 
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Know all men by theee presents that we, Tnitele, chief of Le Alatanna ; Letnli, chief 
of Le Tnalanta ; Satele, chief of Le Taalatai ; Faimaono, chief of Le Asina, of the island 
of Tntnilay Samao, having met in coanoil this — <- day of March, A. D. 1872, do hereby 
agree to form a leiMpe and confederation for oar mntoal welfare and protection and to 
nnite onr several mstricts nnder the flag raised at Pagopago on the 2d day of March, 
A. D. 1872; and we do hereby solenmly bind oaraelves to carry out this covenant faith- 
fdlly as far as onr jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each other, and to. > 
carry ont in onr several districts the commercial regulations of Pagopago promulgated 
the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and reeojH^iEed by Commander Uiohard W. Meadej 
United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragansett. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this — day of March, 
A. D. 1872, 
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As an appendix to the above harbor-regulations, we have determined upon the sum 
of three cents per ton as harbor-dues for port of Pagopago, water being free and 
proper facilities given for same ; this sum not subject to change until such time as we 
may bnoy and mark out harbor, and construct and maintain light-house ; this sum 
being paid by American ships as precedent. 

Witness onr hand akid seal this 14th day of August, A. D. 1873. 

I am the high chief. 

[8BAI>.] 
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BitrnsH Consulate, Jpia, Ottoher 6, 1873. 

. I hereby certify that I approve of the following appendix to the harbor-regulati<»is 
for the port of Pagopago, Totuila^ viz : 

, Three cents per ton as harbor-aues, water being free, and proper facilities given for 
same, this sum not subject to change until such time as we may buoy and mark out 
the harbor and construct and maintain light-house. 
I SBAL. ] S. F. WILLIAMS, 

Mer Britannic Maj€sty*8 Acting Consul, 



[Inolosare M.I 
SAMOAN TREES. 



No. 1. Al<i&. — Tree grows to a fair size, with straight stem, and but little foliage, 
bark thin, wood of light cherry color, straight grain, very heavy, and remarkably fine 
texture ; there is but little sap, and the wood durable. This tree does not grow close 
enough for practical uses as an article of export. 

No. 2. Fetow.—One of the most valuable timber- trees of Polynesia, but only attains 
a large size in Samao and the Fejees ; grows tall with heavy, trunk ; the wood cuts 
nearly white, but grows red as exposed ; it is bard, curly, and heavy, is much used by 
the missionaries for rude cabinet-work : it has beautiful shades of red, but not tis fine 
in texture as other heavier woods on tne islands. Natives build large canons of this 
wood. Upon the eastern end of Savaii it grows dense enough to cut timber for export. 

No. 3. Jttito.— A large, straight tree with fine bark, the trees seldom growing to- 

g ether ; there is but little sap ; not heavy ; about four-lifths of the tree consists of the 
eart^ a beautiful red color, fine texture; the tree <^nite accessible in tjpolu and 
Savaii. 

No. 4. Tauanave, — Tree sparsely interspersed throughout the group ; will usually cat 
one log ; the wood is easy to work, of a rich walnut color, and very durable. 

No. 5. Fuiu, — ^A moderate-sized tree, cuts light, but grows browu by exposure ; curly, 
brittle, and soft ; quite light, and used for canoes ; not valuable wood for general use, 
though much esteemed by the natives on account of the ease with which they work it. 

No. 6. Talie. — A moderate-sized tree, though it often attains great size ; the wood 
light maple-color, curly, and of fine texture ; not a valuable timber-tree, as the heart 
of the tree is usually defective. 

No. 7. Ola. — A small tree, found on all the islands ; the wood heavy, hard, fine, straight 
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min, of a dttsky pnrple color ; is not soflciently large for purposeB other than tool-han- 
dles or finishing work. • 

No. 8. LamlUii. — ^A. small tree, wood light cherry-eolor, onrly, of close texture and ex- 
eeeding^y hard ; heavy, and works too hard to be of any practical use except loreample 
or fjftncy work. 

No. fi. TcLlafula, — ^Troe smaU^ very hardy, and quite plenty ; a rery ralnable wood, 
hard, with the color of American apple, but moch finer in grain ; snsoeptible of high 
polislL 

No. 10. JP*4^.— A fine«thade tree, but soft, coaiase-grained, dingy red eolor, and subject 
to gniek decay* 

No. 11. Gatae. — ^A fine large tree, easily worked, straight-grained, of light cream- 
color; sappy, but dries well ; quite durable ; would make good house-lumber. 

No. 12. Tamanu, — ^A good-sized tree, but grows singly ; a hard light red-oolored wood ; 
lesemblins cedar when dry ; straightr-grained, but the heart subject to decay. 

No. 13. Mmmala. — A fine large tree ; meager foliage ; wood coarse, straight-grained, 
light coffee-color ; woiiss easy, but in working affects the throats of workmen. 

No. 14. Leqfa, — Small tree ; wood hard, maple-color, straight grain, and dose in tex- 
taze ; too small for practical use. 

No. 15. Lagauli, — ^Tree about 20 feet In height, found throughout the group, bears aa 
edonfarons flower, used by the natives for scenting oil. The bark of this tree is used 
by the natives for dysentery ; probably contains tannic acid ; wood light pink-color, 
very handsome, and susceptible of high polish. 

Na 16. JJvne, (nutmeg<4rBe.) — 0«iierally a small, straight tree, resembling hickory, 
bnt in parts of Savaii atta&ns a heigjht of 50 feet ; wood l^ht color, but not so tough or 
elastic as hickory ; there are many varieties of this tree which are indigenous. 

No. 17. Failaga. — A small tree, wood light-colored, very straight grain, exceedingly 
tough, close in texture ; desirable for tool-handles, capstan- bars, &;c. 

^0, 18. Maatamea. — ^A moderate-sized tree, wood light color, not very fine texture; 
but strong, dry, and durable ; light weight, and generally resembles chestnut ; bark 
thin. 

No. 19. Vata. — ^A fair-sized timber-tree ; wood maple-color, light weight, straight- 
grained, cuts easily, but quite ton^h and durable. 

No. 20. ^asea, — ^Tree about 50 reet in height; wood* hard and tough, light yellow- 
color, of fine texture. 

No. 21. Seitamu, — A small tree, wood cherry-color, close grain, heavy, but works 
easily ; not especially valuable. 

No. 22. Lama, (candle-nut.) — ^A moderate-sized tree ; wood soft ; resembles cotton- 
wood on the water-conrses of our Western States ; worthless as timber ; the out of this 
tree is carefully prepared and used by the natives for lighting their hcmsei ; the smoke 
is precipitated, and the soot used as a paint for tattooing. 

No. 23. Nonufiafia. — A short but heavy tree, wood dark color, close, hard, and heavy 
brittle, cuts hard, and of no practical value. 

No. 24. Fau, — ^A most valuable tree, moderate size, wood 'bard, but little sap, the 
heart chocolate-color, very close and hard, used for canoes and house-posts ; the fiber 
from the inner bark is used for making fishins-nets, cord, and a fine mat with long 
nap, which, when bleached, looks like sheep-skin rug ; used also for fringe on other 
mats ; it is superior, in fineness and tenacity, to any xnown fiber. The tree is very 
abundant and accessible. 

No. 25. Xaiui/anu.— A moderate-sized tree, with spreading branches; wood lead- 
color, soft and coarse. 

No. 26. Leasi. — ^A small tree, wood color of the wood of the apple-tree ; very fine 
and delicate texture, hard and durable. 

No. 27. Maalu — A large tree, very abundant and sufficiently close for lumber, the 
wood' light slate-color, coarse grain, but straight, dryn^and light ; quite hard ; the gum 
odoriferous and much used by the natives. 

No. 28. Olioli-Olif or fbfia> — A worthless tree, growing on the margin of (tibe water ; 
the tree has a curious bark, resembling net-work witii spots upon it. 

No. 29. MamaXava, — ^A large, fine, straight tree, wood eolor of white oak, not very close 
texture but exceedingly tough ; could be used for ships, masts, or generally in ship- 
bailding or repairing. 

No. 30. FUofiloa, — A small tree ; woo3 whitersttaight, and very tough ; nearly resem- 
bles hickory ; would be valuable for all the purposes for which hickory and ash are 
used. 

No. 31. Toa, firon- wood.) — A moderate-sized tree; wood dingy red-color, straight 
grain, coarse and heavy j not unlike black-oak when first cut, bnt grows hard exposed, 
and most durable wood. 

No. 32. Maota. — A short, heavy tree, dense foliage; wood light color, straight- 
grained but not enduring.' 

No. 33. TavaU — ^Would make good sa wing-lumber ; a moderate quantity upon all the 
islands ; the wood hard, fine, straight, and resembles live-oak, perhaps more tenacious. 
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3. Whosoever shall steal the property of another person and go and sell it to another, 
the purchaser knowing it to be stolen, but still persists in buying it, then both shall 
be punished according to the punishment of a thief, (as per clause 1.) 

4. Any person finding property of another that ha8 been lost, shall give such prop- 
erty in charge of the judge of the district in which such property is found, and the 
said Judge shall put out notice publicly, and upon identification of property by the 
rightful owner it shall be given up to such owner. 

III. — Law otmceming marriage. 

1. This is a contract between man and woman that they shall be one till death part 
them. 

2. People wishing to marry shall firot go to the Judge who is named by the Samoan 
government to register their names, but if they first go to a missionary or teacher, and 
the missionary or teacher marries them without being right (tonu) with the Judge, 
that marriage shall not be allowed, and missionary or teacher shall be fined $25. 

3. When any two, man and wife, are married, the family have no further control 
over them, for they are one. Whatsoever they receive at the marriage belongs to 
them ; it shall not be divided among the family ; it is their own property. 

4. There shall be no divorce or separation ; once married they shall live together till 
parted by death. 

5. Any party found guilty of elopement shall be punished by hard labor two years 
on the roads. 

6. All who are married shall be registered in the registry office. And fee for mar- 
riages shall be $1.50 for each party, to be given to the Judge. 

7. Polygamy is strictly forbidden ; parties found guilty shall be punished with hard 
labor on the roads for two years, and the man to pay a fine of |100. 

8. There shall be no toga taken for elopement<8, according to heathen custom, but if 
the parties are duly registered, then it shall be optional with the family to give pres- 
ents, also at births ; no toga unless the family choose to give any presents. 

IV. — Law for adultery. 

1. Any person convicted of adultery shall be punished by hard labor on the roads 
for four years. 

2. Any man or woman who have lived and are at present living as man and wife, 
shall from this day be looked upon the same as if a ceremony had been performed. 

Y,—Law for perjury and false accusation. 

1. Any one found guilty of perjury and false accusation shall be tried and punished 
according to the nature of the offense by fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VI. — Law for slander. 

1. Whoever shall be found guilty of bad language or slander shall be punished by 
fine or imprisonment or hard labor. 

VII. — Law for rebellion, 

1. Any land or people rebelling against the Samoan government shall be driven off 
their lands, and they shall never return ; they shall die away, and their property be 
confiiscated to the government. 

VIII. — Law for selling lands. 

1. Any one desirous of selling his land must report to the government, and, if he has 
a good right to sell, the government shall register such sale, and it shall be consid- 
ered good. 

IX. — Law for tattooing. 

1. Tattooing is strictly forbidden in Samoa. There shall be no man tattooed in 
Samoa ; it causes great evils in these islands. Any man guilty of breaking this law 
shall be fined $100 and two years' hard work on the roads. 

2. People from other lands breaking this law shall be fined $20(^ and two years' hard 
work on the roads. 

3. The tattooer shall be fined $100 for each person he tattooes, and hard work on the 
roads for two years, and his tattooing instruments seized, and his property confiscated 
to the government, except house and subsistence for family. 

X. — Law for government officers. 

1. No judge, policeman, secretary, or ruler shall drink spirits to intoxication, or use 
bad language in the public roads or in the presence of the people ; if any one is 
charged with this offense he shall be tried, and, if found guilty, shall forfeit his ofi&ce 
and be fined $25. 
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XL — Law for the Sahhath-day, 

1. The Sabbath is sacred ; no work shall be done on the Sabbath-day, except work of 
mercy, or any who are in distress. Any one violating the sacredness of the Sabbath 
by noises, quarreling, shall be tried and fined $4. 

2. No liquor to be sold or furnished at all on Sunday; any person found guilty shall 
be fined $100. 

3. Any person found drunk and noisy shall be fined at the discretion of the judge. 

XII. — Law regarding four-footed animals, 

1. Any four-footed animal trespassing into the plantation of any one, the fence be- 
ing good, then the owner of the plantation may secure the animal and report to the 
owner of the animal and seek for damages, but if he refuses to pay them it is to be re- 
ported to the police, who will inform the judge, who will try the case. 

2. It is strictly prohibited the loosing of a horse or cattle, or cutting of their ropes ; 
any one found guilty of this offense shall be punished by hard labor on the road. 

3. It is strictly forbidden to tie any animal upon the land of another person without 
first obtaining permission. Punishment for such offense, a fine at the discretion of the 
judge. 

XIII. — Law regarding trespass. 

1. No person shall trespass upon the property of another to take his fruits or vege- 
tables, or live stock or to work upon or appropriate such lands to his own benefit. Any 
one violating this law shall be fined and put t6 hard labor on the roads. 

XrV.— Xatp» regarding assault, 

1. Any person provoking a quarrel or striking another without provocation with his 
fist or piece of wood, or anything else, and the party struck bearing it patiently, not 
requiting the evil, it is just that he be tried and punished at the discretion of the 
judge. 

l.y,-Law regarding weapons or arms. 

1. No person shall carry arms of any description for the purpose of offense or defense 
or intimidation. 

XVI. — Law regarding persons Mping others fined oi* punished. 

1. It is strictly forbidden any one helping a person who has been found guilty of vio- 
lating the laws ; those helping shall be put to hard labor in proportion to fine at the 
discretion of the judge, and the party helped shall pay double the amount of the fine. 

XVII. — Law regarding people who do not send their children to school. 

1. If any do not send their children to school, they shall be tried ; if guilty, they 
shall be fined. 

XVIII. — Law regarding public roads. 

* 

1. All lands shall keep the public roads in repairs. Police shall attend to or watch 
the public roads. No racing of horses or any noises to be made in the public roads. 
No nlth to be left on the roads by Samoans or foreigners. 

XIX. — Laws respecting great journeying parties. 

1. It is strictly forbidden the entertaining of large parties journeying publicly. Any 
parties journeying may go and take up their quarters wheie they choose; it is not 
compulsory for the families where they stay to entertain them. 

2. All parties journeying on account of government shall be well entertained by the 
chie& aud rulers of lands in Samoa. 

XX. — Law regarding dances. 

1. Night dances, according to the old Samoan or heathen custom, that is, dancing 
partly naked, quite naked, and committing indecencies, are strictly forbidden. Any 
one proven guilty of breaking this law shall pay a fine of $100 and shall be made to 
work six months on the road. 

XXI. — Law regarding vessels. 

1. No captain or master of a vessel shall take away a Samoan without a writ^ 
mission of the governor or ruler of Samoa ; then he may go, Anv cantain or i 
vessel or crew willfully breaking this law shall pay a tine of *" 
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2. Any Sarooan deBirons of going away in a vessel mnst first obtain the consent of 
the goyernor or judge, then he may go ; if not he cannot go on any consideration. 

3. Any vessel having any contagions or infectious diseases on board shMll not be 
brought into harbor, but shall hoist a yellow flag at the foremast-head and stand off 
and on while the pilot communicates with the consul of the country to which the ves- 
sel belongs. 

4. Any one deserting from his vessel, the consul will report it to the judge, who will 
send and seek after the deserter, and if caught ou this side of the island, $10 ; if cauglit 
on the opposite side of the island, $20 : if caught at Atua, Aaua, or Savaii, $25 ; if caught 
after the vessel has sailed, he must pay $10. If he has no money he mu^t labor for the 
government. 

5. If any person in Samoa shall secrete a deserter from a vessel in port he shall pay 
a fine of $25. If he persists in secreting deserters his fine shall be increased at the dis- 
cretion of the judge. 

XXll.— Law regulativg trading, 

* 

1. There shall be no restriction upon trade ; it shall be left entirely to the option of 
the person, the value or price he may nut upon his own goods, but all agreements shall 
be fully enforced. Any one violating his agreement shall be tried and fined according 
to the nature of the agreement he violates. 

2. Any one not paying his debts, and the injured party seeking redress, it shall be 
inquired into, and if it is decided to pay, and payment refused, then such portion of 
the party (not paying) lands or other property shall be sold to cover his debts. 

XXIII. — Law regarding weights and measures. 

1. Any person, merchant, or trader altering his weights or measures so that they are 
not just or right with all true weights or measuren is a thief, and shall be inquired 
into ; and if it is proved that he has altered his weights and measures, he or they shall 
be fined for each offense $100. 

XXrV. — Law regarding money not full value. 

1. Ko person, merchant, or trader shall in anywise give money of not full value to 
any one in payment for any produce. An^^ one found guilty of this offense shall be 
l^unished as a thief; not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

2. And the same with any Samoan deceiving or perpetrating any fraud in trade; he 
shall be fined as above — not less than $50, nor more than $100. 

XXV. — Law of revenue, 

1. As a revenue for the Samoan government, exclusive of fines, and for the support 
of judges, magistrates, and their officers and courts, there shall be a per capita tax of $1 
each for each male citizen grown, and half a dollar for each imported male laborer. 

2. The government shall appoint special tax commissioner, who shall collect the tax 
and pay the money into the treasury. 

United Statrs Commercial Agbjicy, 

Apia^ Navigator Islands, October 7, 1873. 
I hereby certify that the fbregoing 21 [25] laws written in English is a true and cor- 
rect translation of the herewith attached 21 [25] laws written in the Samoan language. 
[SEAL.] E. L. HAMILTON, 

United States Vioe'Commercial Agent. 
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Apia, Ootoler 1, A. D. 1873. 

We here are the teachers of the district of Dr. Turner, jr. We have prepared a 
present, the occasion of which is our joy in that we met with the American chief on 
the night on which he addressed us words of warning and encouragement regarding 
the work of God. The chief was sent indeed ou the message of the Government of 
America to the chiefs and rulers of Samoa, but not withstanding that, he has conde- 
scended to address words of love to us teachers, and we have prepared a small present 
as an expression of our joy respecting him and his good words. 

Present. — Taro, 155; bunches of bananas, 6; fowls, 15; pieces of native cloth, 18; 
mats, 2; fans, 6; combs, 4; tattooing instrument, 2; bonito fish hook, 1 ; club, (Sam- 
oan,) 1 ; spear, (Samoan,) 1 ; Samoan basket, 1 ; Ava bowl, (imitation,) 1 ; hands of 
cinet, (specimen,) 1. 

G. A. TURNER, M. D. 
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[Inclosore H 2.J 

Apia, Upoltt, October 6, 1873. 

To the teachers under Jurisdiction of Dr. Turner^ PaulOf Tiikaf Milan, Solomona, EsekielUf 

Fuaolevitie, and others : 

Gentlemen and my friends : I am not unmiudfiil of my most serious interview 
with yourselves ; I see you and carry with me grateful recollections of you all. 

The three-hour interview which I had with yon at the house of your esteemed pastor, 
Dr. Turner, I regard as one of the important events in my intercourse with Samoans. 
It is yon (teachers) who will in the da^'S to come give power, prominence, and religion 
to your people. 

I have spoken to your chiefs and rnlers about yon ; I have used good but strong 
words to them relative to yourselves ; they will heed them. « 

Yon must be proud and brave in your work. As you work for the good Grod and his 
word to you, so do you labor for your own people. In turning away from all ill and 
the evil contact of ungodly people, you manifest sincerity and belief. 

Be true to your instructor, to your teachings, and you will be true to yourselves. 

It is needless to put upon paper all that I have said to you ; you listened with atten- 
tion, and I trust you for the future. 

I have your presents ; I thank you ; I give to you my warmest expressions of grati- 
tude. 

I wish that I could address each one of you. 

May God's blessing rest with you is the prayer of your friend, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 
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Apia, Upolu, Samoa, October 7, 1873. 

My Dear Sir : Please accept; ray sincere thanks for your kind note of yesterday. 

I assure you I feel not a little pleased at the eminently successful issue of your mis- 
sion to these islands. Yon came at a very appropriate time, when the native chiefs 
were all assembled for the purpose of endeavoring to establish law. Your honest, 
kindly spirit has won the esteem and love, and yon leave with the hearty good wislies 
of the entire native population. Although there are a few among the for^gn popula- 
tion who prefer, for reasons best known to themselves, to live in a state of anarchy, 
yet you may feel assured that yon have the hearty co-operation of all honest men, and 
all who have the welfare of the native race at heart. 

It is true the mission on which you came was a ^'somewhat delicate" one, and at the 
outset I was afraid that yon would not succeed so well as I hoped for, but now I most 
heartily congratulate you in that you have succeeded far better than my most san- 
guine wishes. 

Vou leave with the knowledge that law and order is established. Yon may feel as- 
snrod that the*Samoans and all of the right-minded of the white population will do 
their utmost to keep things straight, and to see the laws carried out. 

You leave us in order to fulfill the most important part of your mission. It only re- 
mains for me to bid you a hearty God-speed. You have our good wishes and our 
prayers, and we hope and trnst that a brighter day is soon to dawn on Samoa. 

The Samoans have expressed earnest de«ire that you should return and dwell among 
them and aid tbem in the capacity of first United States representative in Samoa. 1 
will only add that, should the Government be pleased to accede to that request, there 
i!» Dooe that will more gladly hail your return to these islands than 
Yours, sir, and very sincerely, 



Col. A. B. STEINBERGER, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa. 



GEO. A. TURNER. 
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Apia, Samoa, October 4, 1873. 

Dear Sir : We regret that since your arrival in Samoa there has been no general 
meeting of the members of our mission at which a formal letter conld be prepared ex- 
pressing our views with reference to the desired United States protectorate over the 
8amoaii Islands. 
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In plaoe of snoh a letter we take upon onrselves, as chairman and secretary of the 
mission which has the religious care of four-fifths of the Samoan people, and knowing 
as we do the opinions of all the members of onr mission , to assure yon — 

1. That we believe the expressed desire of the Samoans for a United States protect- 
orate is a hana-fide wish on the part of the chiefs and people generally of Upolu, Savaii, 
and Manouo. 

2. That we, and our mission generally, heartily concur in the desire of our people 
for the protectorate, believing not only that it will be of great benefit to the Samoan 
people, but that it will be the saving of the race. 

3. That shonld your Government see fit to accede to the wish of the existing Samoan 
government for your own appointment as first United States representative in Samoa, 
we shall be most happy to welcome yon in that capacity ; feeling sure, from what we 
have seen of you, that you will do Justice to the Samoan people, and aid them in everj 
possible way, in all their laudable efforts for social and political improvement. 

We are, dear sir, yours very sincerelv. 

8. J. WHITMEE, 

Chairman, 
G. A. TURNER, 
Secretary of the Samoan District Committee of the London Missionary Society, 

Col. A. B. Steinbbrgrr, 

United States Special Commissioner to Samoa, 
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Apia, September 29, 1873. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to send you the amendment which I think necessary to 
be added to the law for marriages. 

The Samoans have been practicing the divorce in a very loose manner. Marriages 
made indistinctly by any Independent or Wesleyan teacher were ordinarily divorced 
after a few months or few years, and those have never been recognized as indissoluble 
in Samoa. Indeed, it can hardly be said they were serious sacred bonds. 

But in the Catholic religion marriages are made ouly by ordained priests; and, even 
in Samoa, every Catholic knows very well that in no case we recognize possibility of 
divorcing. It is Justice to bring back to their sacred engagements such parties who 
might have been induced by bad example to try to break them. 

Allow me, dear sir, to take this opportunity for gratulating you on the wisdom yon 
have shown in fulfilling the delicate and important mission concredited to your care by 
your government toward onr poor and so disturbed Samoan people. 

Since this last war our Samoan chiefs seem unable to govern their country without 
the help of a strong hand, which might keep them saved from miserable effects of 
jealousy between themselves. Even now, after having been exhausted by civil war, 
they have not put the power in proper hands, for fear of a new disturbance if the prin- 
cipal chief of such and such a district had been appointed as one of the seven rulers 
called Taimua, because his appointment might have been mistaken by his rivals as 
being the nomination of a kin^. So is the case with Mataafa in the district of Atua, 
and Malietoa in the district ot Tnamasaga. 

Some intervention is necessary to bring that unsettled state to an end. Providence 
seems to show us that the Governmeiit of the United States is to take interest in that 
matter ; may it be, as I hope, for the glory of God and the happiness of the Samoan 
people, to wbich's welfare we are to give, my colaborators and I, our strength and life 
until death. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

t L. ELLOY, Ev, de Tipasa. 

Mr. A. B. Steimberger, 

United St^te^ Special Commissioner, 
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Saleaula Savaii, September j 1872. "* 

My Dear Sir : In bidding you farewell after our pleasant intercourse in Samoa, I 
wish at the same time to express my entire accordance with the object of your mission, 
and the pleasure and satisfaction I feel that yon have been appointed by the Gk)vern- 
ment of the United States to discharge the important duties connected with it. I 
have long felt that the only hope of any settled government being formed in Samoa, 
or of any real progress in the arts of civilization, must be either in alliance with or a 
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protectorate from some power apart from themselves. I have now lived ia Samoa 
for nearly thirteen years, and am, with one exception, the senior missionary of any now 
residing in the group. I have lived almost entirely amon^ the natives, and have had 
very good opportonites for observing their castoms and tor Jndging tneir character. 
I looked with some anxiety on the first attempts made in particular districts to form 
a code of laws, and the subsequent war which nas so afflicted the people and retarded 
their progress has proved that my forebodings were well founded. 

The Samaon ohie& and rulers, although accustomed to make petty laws for the gov- 
ernment of their own towns, have no idea of any system or code of laws which would 
at once recognize the liberty of the subject and the power of the law. The consequence 
was that nearly all their regulations were either simply tyrannical, or so grossly ab> 
surd as to fail at once when they attempted to carry them into effect. Then the petty 
jealousies which exist, not only between particular districts, but between different 
chiefs in the same village, effectually prevent any real union among them in their present 
condition. They are now engaged in an attempt to form a government for the whole 
of the group, but I have little or no hope of their ever being able to establish one which 
would DC either permanent or effective. I fear, also, that difficulties will soon spring 
up between the natives and the whites, arising firom the land sales which have been 
effected during the late war. Should these lands be occupied, many difficulties will 
arise not only from disputes about the titles, but also from the relations between the 
two races. The Samaons will consider themselves as the rulers of the country, and in 
that capacity will, in all probabilitv, pass laws to which the whites cannot agree, and 
the enforcement of which they will undoubtedly resist. Hence I fear, that unless 
there exists some authority to which both white and natives must be amenable, we 
shall soon have a state of enmity existing between the two races, which would prove 
disastrous to both, but more especially to the Samoans. For these reasons I rejoiced 
when I heard of the petition sent by the chiefs, asking for a protectorate from the 
Government of the United States, and I earnestly hope that their petition will be 
favorably received. I have often spoken about it to the natives, and I believe that 
they are now unanimous in their desire for a protectorate. 

With regiud to yourself personally, I can only assure you that I shall ever remember 
with pleasure our intercourse in Samoa. Ton have certainly entered heartily into the 
object of your mission, and have spared no pains to make yourself acquainted with 
Samoa and the Samoans, not merely as they exist around Apia, but in their own lands 
and in their own homes, where alone you can become fairly acquainted with them. In 
our many journeys, both by land and sea, I believe that you have acquired more in-' 
formation concerning the manners and customs of the people and the resources of the 
country than yon could possibly have acquired by a much longer term of residence at 
the port, and I, as one who earnestly desires the prosperity of Samoa, feel very elad 
that yoa have acted as you have done. I may also add that the other members of the 
Wesleyan mission here are quite of the same opinion as myself. 

Wishing you a safe and pleasant voyage, I remain, yours sincerely, 

GEO. BEOWN. 

Col. A. B. Steinbbroer, 

United States Commissioner to Samoa. 
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Know all men by these presents, that we, Maunga, principal chief of Le Fagaloa; 
Leiato, principal chief of Le Alataua*; Faumuina, principal chief of Le Saole ; prin- 
cipal chief of Le Ituau ; Tuitele, principal chief of Le Alataua ; Letuli, principal chief 
of Le Tnalanta; Satele, principal chief of Le Taulatai; Fuamaono, principal chief of 
Le Aaina, being the principal chiefs of the ten houses of the island of Txituila, Samoa, do 
hereby agree to form a league and confederation for our mutual welfeure and protection 
and to unite our several districts under the flag raised at Pagopago on the 3d day 
of March, A. D. 1872 ; and we hereby do solemnly bind ourselves to carry out this cov- 
enant fftlthfuUy as far as our jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each 
other, and to carry out in our several districts the commercial regulations of Pago- 
pago promulgated the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recognized by Commander 
Richard W. Meade, United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragan- 
sett. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal this day of March, 

A. D. 1872. 

' O AU O LEIATO, his x mark. 

O AU O FAUMUINA, his x mark. 

O AU O MAUAGA. 

O AU O MAUGA. 

MAL ITUAN. 

H. Ex. 161 5 



n 
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Know all men by theee presents that we, Tnitele, chief of Le Alatanna ; Letnli) chief 
of Le Taalauta ; Satele, cmef of Le Taalatai ; Faimaono, chief of Le Asina, of the island 
of Tntoihiy Samao, having met in ooanoil this — <- day of March, A. D. 1872, do hereby 
agree to form a leiMpe and confederation for onr mutual welfare and proteotion and to 
unite our several mstricts under the flag raised at Pagopago on the 2d day of March, 
A. D. 1872; and we do hereby solenmly bind ourselves to carry out this covenant fiEiith- 
fnlly as far as our jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each other, and to. > 

carry out in our several districts the commercial regulations of Pagopago promulgated 
the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recojH^iEed by Commander Uiofiard W. li&ade, 
United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Narragansett. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this — day of March, 
A. D. 1872, 
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As an appendix to the above harbor-regulations, we have determined upon the sum 
of three cents i>er ton as harbor-dues fw port of Pagopago, water being free and 
proper facilities given for same ; this sum not subject to change until such time as we 
may buoy and mark out harbor, and construct and maintain light-house ; this sum 
bein^ paid by American ships as precedent. 

Witness onr hand akid seal this 14th day of August, A. D. 1873. 

I am the high chief. 

[bsal.] 
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British Consulate, Jj>itf, Oetober 6, 1973. 

■ I hereby certify that I approve of the following appendix to the harbor-regulaticms 
for the port of Pagopago, Tntuila. viz : 

, Three cents per ton as harbor-dues, water being free, and proper facilities given fot 
same, this sum not subject to change until such time as we may buoy and mark out 
the harbor and construct and maintain light-house. 
I SBAL. ] S. r. WILLIAMS, 

Mer Britannic Majesty^s Acting Consul. 



[Isolosare M.l 
SAMOAN TREES. 



No. 1. Alad. — Tree grows to a fair size, with straight stem, and but little foliage, 
bark thin, wood of light cherry color, straight grain, very heavy, and remarkably fine 
texture ; there is but little sap, and the wood dilrable. This tree does not grow close 
enough for practical uses as an article of export. 

No. 2. Fetow.^One of the most valuable timber-trees of Polynesia, but only attains 
a large size in Samao and the Fejees ; grows tall with heavy, trunk j the wood cuts 
nearijr white, but grows red as exposed ; it is hard, curly, and heavy, is much used by 
the missionaries for rude cabinet-work: it has beautiful shades of ted, but not us fine 
in texture as other heavier woods on the islands. Natives build large canons of this 
wood. Upon the eastern end of Savaii it grows dense enough to cut timber for export. 

No. 3. idih.-^A large, straight tree with fine bark, the trees seldom growing to- 

f ether ; there is but little sap ; not heavy ; about four-fifths of the tree consists of the 
eart^ a beautiful red color, fine texture; the tree <^nite accessible in tjpolu and 
Savaii. 

No. 4. Tauanave. — Tree sparsely interspersed throughout the group ; will usually cut 
one log ; the wood is easy to work, of a rich walnut color, and very durable. 

No. 5. Fuiu. — ^A moderate-sized tree, cuts light, but grows brown oy exposure ; curly, 
brittle, and soft ; quite light, and used for canoes ; not valuable wood for general use, 
though much esteemed by the natives on account of the ease with which they work it. 

No. 6. Talie, — A moderate-sized tree, though it often attains great size ; the wood 
light maple-color, curly, and of fine texture; not a valuable timber-tree, as the heart 
of the tree is usually defective. 

No. 7. Ola. — A small tree, found on all the islands ; the wood heavy, hard, fine, straight 
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erain, of a dusky purple eolor ; is not sufficiently laEge for purposes other than tooi-h«n- 
dles or finishing work. • 

Now 8. IduUUii. — ^A. small tree, wood Ug^t cherry-eolor, onrly, of close texture and ex- 
eeedlDi^y hard ; heavy, and works too hard to be of any practical use except loreample 
or fancy work. 

No. 9. TcLlafula, — ^Troe smaU^ very hardy, and quite plenty ; a Tery valuable wood, 
hard, with the color of American apple, but modi finer in ij^in ; susceptible of high 
polish. 

Na 10. Fefa,^^A. fine shade tree, but soft, coacse-grained, dingy red color, and subject 
to quick decay* 

No. 11. Gatae, — A fine large tree, easily worked, straight-grained, of light cream- 
color; sappy, bat dries well; quite durable; would make good house-lumber. 

No. 12. Tamanu.^K good-sized tree, but grows singly ; a hard light red-colored wood ; 
reaemblins cedar when dry ; straightr-grained, but Uie heart subject to decay. 

No. 13. M^mcda. — A fine large tree; mei^r foliage ; wood coarse, straight-grained, 
light coffee-color ; woilss easy, but in working affects the throats of workmen. 

s^o, 14. Leafa, — Small tree ; wood hard, maple-color, straight gtain, and dose in tex- 
ture ; too small for jomctical use. 

No. 15. Ltigauli. — ^Tree about 20 feet in height, found throughout the grenp, bears aa 
edodfaroue fiower, used by the natives for scenting oil. The bark of uus tree is used 
by the natives for dysentery ; probably contains tannic acid ; wood light pink-color, 
very handsome, and susceptible uf high polish. 

No. 16. JJvne, (nutmeg-^ree.>-<3)eiierailya small, straight tree, resembling hickory, 
but in parts of Savaii attains a heigjht of 50 feet ; wood light color, but not so tough or 
elastic as hickory ; Idieie are many varieties of this tree which are indigenous. 

No. 17. Falaffo* — ^A small tree, wood light-colored, very straight grain, exceedingly 
tough, close in texture ; desirable for tool-handles, capstan* bars, d^c. 

ao. 18. Maatamea. — ^A moderate-sized tree, wood light color, not very fine texture; 
but strong, dry, and durable ; light weight, and generally resembles chestnut ; bark 
thin. 

No. 19. Vaia. — A fair-sized timber-tree ; wood maple-color, light weight, straight- 
grained, cuts easily, but quite tough and durable. 

No. 20. /S^oMa.— ^Tree about &0 ^t in height ; wood» hard and tough, light yellow- 
color, of fine texture. 

No. 21. Seitamu.—A small tree, wood cherry-color, close grain, heavy, but works 
easily : not especially valuable. 

No. 22. Lama, (candle-nut.) — ^A moderate-sized tree; wood soft; resembles cotton- 
wood on the water-courses of our Western States ; worthless as timber ; the iiiit of this 
tree is carefully prepared and used by the natives for lighting their hcmsei ; the smoke 
is precipitated, and the soot used as a paint for tattooing. 

No. Ss. NoHuflafia. — ^A short but heavy tree, wood dais color, close, hard, and hearry 
brittle, cuts hard, and of no practical value. 

No. 24. Fan. — ^A most valuable tree, moderate size, wood 'bavd, but little sap, the 
heart chocolate-color, very close and hard, used for canoes and house-posts ; the fiber 
from the inner bark is used for making fishing-oets, cord, and a dne mat with long 
nap, which, when bleached, looks like sheep-skin rug ; used also for fringe on other 
mats ; it is superior, in fineness and tenacity, to any xuown fiber. The tree is very 
abundant and accessible. 

No. 25. Lanafanu.—A moderate-sized tree, with spreading branches ; wood lead- 
color, soft and coarse. 

No. 26. Lea8i. — ^A small tree, wood color of the wood of the apple-tree ; very fine 
and delicate texture, hard and durable. 

No. 27. Maali. — A large tree, very abundant and sufficiently close for lumber, the 
wood' light slate-color, coarse grain, but straight, dr^and light ; qnite hard ; the gnm 
odoriferous and much used by the natives. 

No. 2d. Olioli'Oli, or j^a.— A worthless tFee> growing on the mai^in of tiie water ; 
the tree has a curious bark, resembling net- work wtdi spots upon it. 

No. 29. Mamdlava. — ^A large, fine, straight tree, wood color of white oak, not very close 
texture but exceedingly tough ; could be used for ships, masts, or generally in ship- 
building or repairing. 

No. ^. Filofiloa, — ^A small tree ; wood whiters&aight, and very tough ; nearly resem- 
bles hickory ; would be valuable for all the purposes for which hickory and ash are 
used. 

No. 31. Toa, firon- wood.) — A moderate-sized tree; wood dingy red-color, straight 
grain, coarse and heavy j not unlike black-oak when first cut^ but grows hard exposed, 
and most durable wood. 

No. 32. Maota, — A short, heavy tree, dense foliage; wood light color, straight- 
grained but not enduring.' 

No. 33. Tavau — ^Would make good sa wing-lumber ; a moderate quantity upon all the 
islands ; the wood hard, fine, straight, and resembles live-oak, perhaps more tenacious. 
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Know all men by theee presents that we, Tnitele, chief of Le Alataana ; Letuli, chief 
of Le Tnalanta ; Satele, chief of Le Taalatai ; Faimaono, chief of Le Asina, of the island 

of Tntnilai Samao, having met in ooanoil this day of March, A. D. 1872, do hereby 

agree to form a leiMpe and confederation for onr mntnal welfare and proteotion and to 
nnite our scTeral mstricts nnder the flag raised at Pagopago on the 2d day of Bfarch, 
A. D. 1872; and we do hereby solenmly bind oarselvee to carry ont this ooTenant £ftith- 
fnlly as far as onr jurisdiction extends, and to maintain peace with each oUier, and to. 
carry ont in onr several districts the commercial regulations of Pagopago promulgated 
the 2d day of March, A. D. 1872, and recojH^iBed by Commander Uiohard W. Meadef 
United States Navy, commanding United States steamer Karragansett. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this — day of March, 
A. D. 1872, 



[IncloBureL 1.] 



As an appendix to the above harbor-regulations, we have determined upon the sum 
of three cents per ton as harbor-dues for port of Pagopago, water being free and 
proper facilities given for same ; this sum not subject to cnange until such time as we 
may buoy and mark out harbor, and construct and maintain light-house ; t^is sum 
being paid by American ships as precedent. 

Witness onr hand and seal this 14th day of August, A. D. 1873. 

I am the high chief. 

[BKAL.] 



llncloinreLS.] 



British Consulate, Apia, Oetober 6, 1873. 

. I hereby certify that I approve of the following appendix to the harbor-regnlations 
for the port of Pagopago, Tntnila^ viz : 

, Three cents per ton as harbor-aues, water being free, and proper facilities given for 
same, this sum not subject to change until such time as we may buoy and mark out 
the harbor and construct and maintain light-house. 
I SBAL. ] S. r. WILLIAMS, 

Mer Britannic Maj€8ty*8 Acting Consul. 



[Indosare M.l 
SAMOAN TREES. 



No. 1. Al<i&. — Tree grows to a fair size, with straight stem, and but little foliage, 
bark thin, wood of light cherry color, straight grain, very heavy, and remarkably fine 
texture ; there is but little sap, and the wood durable. This tree does not grow close 
enough for practical uses as an article of export. 

No. 2. Fetow,— One of the most valuable timber-trees of Polynesia, but only attains 
a large size in Samao and the Fejees ; grows tall with heavy, trunk j the wood cuts 
nearly white, but grows red as exposed ; it is hard, curly, and heavy, is much Used by 
the missionaries for rude cabinet-work : it has beautiful shades of red, but not as fine 
in texture as other heavier woods on tne islands. Natives build large canoes of this 
wood. Upon the eastern end of Savaii it grows dense enough to cut timber for export. 

No. 3. Jtti/o.— A large, straight tree with fine bark, the trees seldom growing to- 

f ether ; there is but little sap ; not heavy ; about four-fifths of the tree consists of the 
eartj a beautiful red color, fine texture; the tree <^Qite accessible in Upoln and 
Savaii. 

No. 4. Tauanave. — Tree sparsely interspersed throughout the group ; will usually cut 
one log ; the wood is easy to work, of a rich walnut color, and very durable. 

No. 5. Fuiu, — ^A moderate-sized tree, cuts light, but grows brown by exposure ; curly, 
brittle, and soft ; quite light, and used for canoes ; not valuable wood for general use, 
though much esteemed by the natives on account of the ease with which they work it. 

No. 6. Talie, — A moderate-sized tree, though it often attains great size ; the wood 
light maple-color, curly, and of fine texture ; not a valuable timuer-tree, as the heart 
of the tree is usually defective. 

No. 7. Ola. — A small tree, found on all the islands ; the wood heavy, hard, fine, straight 
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ffnin, of a dnsky purple eolor ; is not sufficiently laEge for purposes other than tool-han- 
dles or finishing work. • 

No. 8. IdmUm, — ^A, small tree, wood light cherry-color, onrl;^, of dose texture and ex- 
oeedini^y hard ; heavy, and works too hard to be of any practical use except loreample 
or fancy work. 

No. 9. TdlafiUa, — ^Troe smaU^ very hardy, and quite plenty ; a very valuable wood, 
hard, with the color of American apple, but mu4^ finer in grain ; susoepfeible of high 
polish. 

Na 10. Fe^.— A fineahade tree, hut soft, coarse-grained, dingy red eolor, and subject 
to auick decay. 

No. 11. Gatae. — A fine large tree, easily worked, straight-grained, of light cream- 
color ; sappy, bat dries well ; quite durable ; would make good house-lumber. 

No. 12. Tamanu, — ^A good-sized tree, but grows singly ; a hard light red-oolored wood ; 
lesemblins cedar when dry ; straight-grained, but the heart subject to decay. 

No. 13. Mtmala, — A fine large tree; meager foliage ; wood coarse, straight-grained, 
light ooffee-color ; woiIes easy, but in working affects the throats of workmen. 

No. 14. Leqfa, — Small tree ; wood hard, maple-color, straight grain, and dose in tex- 
ture ; too small for pvaotioal use. 

No. 15. Ltigauli, — Tree about 20 feet in height, found throughout the group, bears an 
odonfaroue fiower, used by the natives for scenting oil. The bark of uus tree is used 
by the natives for dysentery ; probably contains tannic acid ; wood light pink-color^ 
very handsome, and susceptible uf high polish. 

1&. 16. Ajtone, (nutmeg-^ree.) — Gteiierallya small, straight tree, resembling hickory, 
but in parts of Savaii attains a heigjht of 50 feet ; wood light color, but not so tough or 
elastic as hickory; there are many varieties of this tree which are indigenous. 

No. 17. Falaffo* — ^A small tree, wood lighl-colored, very straight grain, exceedingly 
tough, close in texture ; desirable for tool-handles, capstan- bars, d^c. 

lio, 18. Maatamea. — ^A moderate-sized tree, wood light color, not very fine texture; 
but strong, dry, and durable ; light weight, and generally resembles chestnut ; bark 
thin. 

No. 19. Vata. — A fair-sized timber-tree ; wood maple-color, light weight, straight- 
grained, cuts easily, but quite ton^h and durable. 

No. 20. Seasea. — ^Tree about 50 reet in height ; wood* hard and tough, light yellow- 
color, of fine texture. 

No. 21. SHtamu.—A small tree, wood cherry-color, close grain, heavy, but works 
easily ; not especially valuable. 

No. 22. Lama, (candle-nut.)— A moderate-sized tree ; wood soft ; resembles cotton- 
wood on the water-courses of our Western States ; worthless as timber ; the ont of this 
tree is carefully prepared and used by the natives for lighting their houaea ; the smoke 
is precipitated, and the soot used as a paint for tattooing. 

No. 23. Nonufiafla. — ^A short but heavy tree, wood dais color, close, hard, and he»vy 
brittle, cuts hard, and of no practical value. 

No. 24. Fau, — A most valuable tree, moderate size, wood 'bafd, but little sap, the 
heart chocolate-color, very close and hard, used for canoes and house-posts ; the fiber 
from the inner bark is used for making fishins-nets, cord, and a fine mat with long 
nap, which, when bleached, looks like sheep-skin rug ; used also for fringe on other 
mats ; it is superior, in fineness and tenacity, to any known fiber. The tree is very 
abundant and accessible. 

No. 25. Lanafanu.—A moderate-sized tree, with spreading branches ; wood lead- 
color, soft and coarse. 

No. 26. LeaaL — ^A small tree, wood color of the wood of the apple-tree ; very fine 
and delicate texture, hard and durable. 

No. 27. Maali. — A large tree, very abundant and sufficiently close for lumber, the 
wood' light slate-color, coarse grain, but straight, dry;^and light ; qnite hard ; the gum 
odoriferous and much used by the natives. 

No. 28. Olioli'Oli, or Fma. — ^A worthless tree, growing on the maqgin of <fche water ; 
the tree has a curious bark, resembling net- work witii spots upon it. 

No. 29. Mamalava. — A large, fine, straight tree, wood color of white oak, not very close 
texture but exceedingly tough ; could be used for ships, masts, or generally in ship- 
bailding or repairing. 

No. 30. Filofiloa.—A small tree ; wood whtter^ittaight, and very tough ; nearly resem- 
bles hickory ; would be valuable for all the purposes for which hickory and ash are 
used. 

No. 31. Toa, Ciron-wood.) — A moderate-sized tree ; wood dingy red-color, straight 
grain, coarse and heavy, not unlike black-oak when first cut^ but grows hard expo^, 
and most durable woocl. 

No. 32. Maota, — A short, heavy tree, dense foliage; wood light color, straight- 
grained but not enduring.' 

No. 33. Tavau — Would make good sa wing-lumber ; a moderate quantity upon all the 
islands ; the wood hard, fine, straight, and resembles live-oak, perhaps more tenacious. 
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No. 34. Ifii (Samoan chest oat.) — ^Not a large tree, though many woald cut one log ; 
wood lieht color, straight, fine textare, and very tongh. 

No. 35. Faui, — ^A small tree, uniform in size, qnite abundant, ffrowing close enoaeh 
for use ; wood very light and dry, good for house-building and alTgeneral uses ; works 
easy, and genendly economical. 

^o. 36. Fivao, (wild Vi, to distinguish it from the Vi, a valuable fruit-tree.)— A large 
tree, heavy, very sappy, and not valuable. 

No. 37. AuomU. — A large timber-tree, but not abundant, except a smaller variety; 
this tree is called by the whites long resident " Samoan teak ;'' wood white, fine in 
texture, and very tough ; sometimes used for large canoes, but too hard for native 
manufaeturing. 

No. 38. Nonu, — ^A large tree, not abundant, of straight grain, very hard, though 
quite coarse in texture. 

No. 39. Toi, — ^A large tree, but sparselv interspersed throughout the group ; a valu- 
able wood, the heart of which resists decay in the fallen tree ; the tree is tall and 
straiffht, wood of a delicate peaoh-oolor, exceedingly tough, and of fine texture ; sus- 
ceptible of a high polish. 

1^0. 40. Anume. — A fine large tree, wood heavy and difficult to work, very durable, 
and generally used by the natives for posts, &c. 

No. 41. Oa, — A moderate-sized tree, wood of peculiar pink-color, valuable for cabinet- 
work ; the Juice under the bark is used by the natives for coloring or painting native 
cloth. 

The above are corresponding numbers on blocks cut from trees and preserved' as 
samples. These are by no means a complete memorandum of Samoan trees. 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special CommiesUmer to Samoa. 



[Inclosare N.] 
SAMOAN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES PRINCIPALLY USED. 

FRUITS. 

Indigenous : 

Vi, Samoan apple. 

Moli, orange, several varieties. 

Uln, bread-fruit, several varieties. 

TipoU, lime, several varieties. 

Fiua, pine-apple. 

NiU| cocoa-nut, several varieties. 

Exotic : 

Banana, several varieties. 

Guava, several varieties. 

Lemon, several varieties. 

Tamarind. 

Citron. 

Mango. 

VEGETABLES. 

Indigenous : 

Talo-taro, several varieties. 4 

Ufi-yam, eight distinct species and many varieties. 

In gardens of whites are found melons, tomatoes, turnips, radishes, potatoes, onions, 
beans, peas, &c. Indian corn is grown, white cotton, indigo, coffee, nutmegs, (in vari- 
ety,) ginger, and many varieties of pepper, grow wild. 



[Incloenre O.] 

NAMES OF VILLAGES IN SAMOA. 

Island o/ifanita^Faleasao, Fitiuta, Tatl. — Jurisdiction of Tui Mauua. 
Island of OZoom^a— Yaiapi, SilL^Jurisdiction of Tui Manua. 
Island of Of n—O^vi, — ^Jurisdiction of Tui Manua. 

Island 0/ TutuiZa— Fagaalea, (Bay of Pagopago,) Utulea, Fagatono, Pagopago Ooft.- 
Jurisdiction of Mauga. 
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Lanie, Fagaitna, Alofaa, Utnmea, Tula, Ononoa, Aur, Massefau, Afonu, Vatia. — Ja- 
lisdiction oi Leata. 

Fagasa, disputed, Saliooa, a petty chief. 

Aso, (Massacre Bay,) Alnaa, Fagnmalu, Fagalaii, Poloa. — Jurisdiction of Fnimono. 

Tapa-Tapa, (island extreme west end of Tntuila,) Amanave, Failolo, Sate^a, Nua, 
Afau, Osili, Anuuia, Leone, Aumu-Leone, divided by brook into two towns. — Jurisdiction 
of Tnitele. 

Yaialoa-tai, (toward the beach,) Vaialoa-utq, (inland,) Taputima, Fagalua.— Juris- 
diction of Satele. 

Salauau, Futiga, Iliili, Pavaia, Faleniu. — Jurisdiction of Le Tuli. 

Fafuna,Nuunfi,Faganeanea,Matuu. — ^Jurisdiction claimed by Manga, but disputed. 

Island ofAnuu, — Anuu— Jurisdiction of Faumuina. 

Island of Upolu, — Mulifauna^ Satapuala, Fasitotai, Senlumoee», Nofoalii, Fasitouta, 
Faleasin, Malan, Saleimoa, Afega, Malie, Faleula, Faleata, Mminuu, Apia, Matautu, 
Faainpoln. Vailele, Le Togo, Laulii, Luattanuu, Solosolo, Saluafata^ Lufilufi, Falefa, 
Saletele, Fagaloa, Uafato, Tia-vea, Amaile, Aleipata, Le Pa, Latofago, FaleaJili, Siumu, 
Safata, Sanapu, Le Faga, Samatau, Maniani, (Bush town,) Alaua, Lalomauga, Faleatiu. 

Island ofManono. — batoi, Salna, Apai, Nunlopa, Saleataua. 

Island of Apolima.-'A^o\im&, . 

Island of Savaii, — Tafua, Salelologa, Iva, Sapapalii, Safotulafai, Faga, Tapuelule, 
(inland,) Lealatele, Sataputu, Samalaeuln, Malaeola, Yaimauli, (inland,) Toapaipa, 
Salago, Saleanla, Satoalepai, Matautu, Manase, Safotu, Pai, (inland,) Samauga, Safane, 
Fatuvalu, Sasina, Letui, (inland,) Aopo, (inland,) Asau, Auala, Vaisala, Fagasa, Yai- 
yaimuli. Papa, Sataua, Falealupo, Tniii, Neiafu, Falelima, Sinvao, Fagafao, Samata, 
Fagatuli, Faiaai, Yaipui, Fagasavii, Sagone, Foaluga, Foalulo, Gagaemalae, Jalailua, 
Fagaloa, Taga, Tufa, Sili, Puleia, Satupaitea, Uliamoa, (inland,) Palauli, Aganoa. 



No. 9. 
Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish. 

Baltimore, March 4, 1874. (Received March 4.) 

Sir : To avoid newspaper reporters I remain in Baltimore, hoping for 
an expression of the sense of the Department and Government. 

I am earnest in my desire to serve the Samoan people, and feel a sense 
of obligation to them, foreseeing also the great advantage to oar Gov- 
ernment. 
Is it proper that I meet the heads of Departments f 
Subject to orders of the Secretary of State, 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 
77 Cathedral Street^ Baltimore, 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ Washingtorij D. C. 



No. 10. 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Steinberger, 

Department of State, 
Washington^ March 4, 1874. 

Sib : Your letter of this date has been received. In reply, I have to 
state that your report dated at sea, in regard to your visit to the Sa- 
moan group of islands in the Pacific Ocean, reached here in due season, 
and has been read with lively interest. It is replete with novel and 
valuable information, and shows that you must have been a diligent and 
judicious observer. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HAMILTON FISH. 
A. B. Steinbebgeb, Esq., 

77 Cathedral Street^ Baltimore, 



\ 
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No. 11. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish. 

Baltimoeb, March 14, 1874. (Received March 16.) 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose copies of two letters from George A. 
Tarner, Apia, (London Missionary Society,) and extract from letter of 
Eev. George Brown, jast received via Sidney. 

I presnme the colonial government hearing of my mission dispatched 
the Pearl to Apia. 

I am prond that he (the commander) indorsed my acts. 

Had I been in Samoa a few bad people would not have inflaeneed the 
chiefs to change their Sunday law, (selling liquor.) 

The Mr. Hamilton mentioned has, in the absence of Mr. Coe, been 
acting as American consul. He is not a bad man, bat a weak charac- 
ter. 

I can with facility control these people ; and to me it would be a labor 
of love, and I await the action of the Department. 

I shall write to my friends in Samoa, and propose an address to the 
Samoan government, which I will submit to yourself. If approved, it 
should have an official air. 

Each movement of myself, even in detail, will be faithfully submitted 
to the Secretary of State. 

With high consideration, I have the honor to be, your very obedient 
servant 

' A. B. STEINBERGEE, 

77 Cathedral Street, 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washingtonj D. C, 



(Copy.) 

[Iaclo«nre 1.] 
Mr, Turner to Mr, Steinberger. 

Apia, Samoa, 29/^ October, ]873. 

My Dear Coloitel : Yoar note of the 11th iostant came dnly to hand. I am glad 
that yon succeeded so well in your interview with the chiefe of Leone and Pagopago. 
You will have no real difficulty there. Monga can do nothing against the Upola chiefs. 

Your real difficulty will be with others than natives. Since you left all the Germans 
are up in arms against Pappe, but he will not give in an inch. A deputation of A:ee 
publicans also waited on Samuel Williams, praying for the consuls to intercede with 
the native chiefs to get the law a^inst grog-selling on Sunday modifi.ed. Samuel 
Williams brought the matter before Hamilton and Pappe, and they got the natives to 
alter it. Grog-shops are to be open from one to three o'clock p. m., and after six p. m. 

You perceive we want some' stronger authority to make folks strict to laws when 
the^ are made. Why shonld that law have been altered — because a few publicans 
desired it 7 

I have done all I could to point out justly to the chiefs the advisability of not yield- 
ing to the desires of any and every body. 

Hamilton has also been expressing his amazement at hearing that I am going to 
send a translation of your letter to the '^ foreign residents/' to the native chiefs. 

He has been saying to some folks that it would be very injudicious to send suoh.i^ 
letter to the natives. Of course I shall take no notice of this. 

The laws come into force on Saturday first, and in a little while we shall see how 
they work. 

When this reaches you, I guess you will have more to do than read any gossip I 
might give you. 

Selieve me, sir, yours, very sincerely, 

GEO. A. TURNER, M. D. 

Col. A. B. Steinberger. 
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[Inolosare %] 
Mr, Tamer to Mr, Sieinhet*ger, 

Apia., Samoa, November 14, 1873. 

Mt Dear ^r : Jost a line or two in a hurry. This is the palolo week, and I have 
got a fresh lot for you, in spirits and bottled ; they look very nice. 

Her Majesty's steamer Pearl has just been here ; she is the new flag-ship on the Aus- 
tralian station. Commodore Goodenough has recognized the Samoan goTernment ; on 
the llth instant he had the Taimna on board, hoisted the Samoan flag at the main, and 
fired a salute of seven guns. He addressed them also ; told them how pleased he was 
to find that the^ had formed the laws, and he hoped they would enforce them. He 
told them that if they enforced them impartially among themselves, made no distinc- 
tion between chiefs and common people, that he would see that every Englishman 
was made to obey them also. 

Then on the 12th he met all the British subjects and gave them a plain talking to. 
Mr. Dean and one or two others made some objection to the laws, but he soon silenced 
them. 

He left on the following day, but expects to return in June or July. 

This is our latest news. 

With our united kind regards, I am, dear sir, yours very sincerely. 

GEO. A. TURNER, M, D. 

Colonel Steinberger. 



[Inclosare 3.] 
Extract from letter of Rev, George Brown, 

Apia, Novemh&r 6, 1873. 

There is nothing very new here since you left except a marvelous affair that has 
taken place at Samoa, about which you may have a laugh. The natives say that a pig 
had a litter of young pigs, brought forth four black ones; then, to their amazement, in 
two weeks from that time had another litter, of white and speckled ones« These latter 
grew apace, and soon became much larger and stronger than the first ones. 

After due deliberation as to what this marvel meant, they have decided that this is 
its meaning : The first litter of poor, weak, black pigs represents the Samoan laws and 
government ; the second litter, of white and speckled ones, is intended to represent the 
American protectorate, which is to overtake and absorb the Samoan tuleforo. So this 
is the interpretation of the sign. 



No. 12. 

Mr. Steiyiberger to Mr. Fish. 

Baltimore, April 8, 1874. (Received April 8.) 

Sir : The Samoan letters submitted by myself will nearly express the 
views of this people. They seek American protection. If the extending 
of an American protectorate over them is not at this moment deemed 
advisable by the Government, it then seems to be a matter of moment 
that our Government will send a minister or commissioner, with pleni- 
potentiary power to recognize their government and treat with them as 
an independent people. . 

The government which I was mainly instrumental in creating has 
been recognized by the commander of the English Australian squadron 
flag-ship "Pearl.'^ 

The resources of the Samoan Islands are embodied in my report. The 
native chiefs are now devoted to America, and every foreign missionary 
seeks American protection. 

After spending some months with these people, it is my judgment 
that the United States extends a protectorate over the group, appoint 
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a governor and secretary, equipment for, say, one hundred men as a na- 
tive guard, clothing, muskets, a battery of four field-pieces (brass) with 
ammunition, and a scientific corps consisting of a botanist, taxidermist, 
photographic artist, and surgeon ; the latter to be a microscopist. 

The islands north and adjacent to Samoa, Eilbut, Ellier, and Kings- 
miU group, speak a tongue analogous to the Samoan. These islands are 
nearly depopulated by South American slavers, and in a few months 
would be tributary to a Samoan government. 

Any expenditure upon the part of the United States could be refunded 
by direct tax. 

I present these views with the hope that my report, with accompany- 
ing documents, will be submitted to the Senate committee, with message 
from his Excellency the President, and that I may be called upon to 
express the desires of the Samoans, as I feel to have their interest also 
in mind. 

I inclose newspaper-slip — San Francisco " News-Letter." 

Kothing could be more damaging than a rush of adventurers to tbese 
islands ; there is no gold or other precious metals in Samoa ; this par- 
ticular matter I have thoroughly investigated. 

In my address to the Samoan government I shall caution them against 
any such excitement. This paper I will first forward to the Depart- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERG ER. 

Hon. Hamilton Pish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 



No. 13. 

Mr, Fish to Mr, Steinberger, 

Depabtment of State, 

Washington^ 14tth April, 1874. 

SiE : Yoar letters dated March 14 and April 8, 1874, have been re- 
ceived. The subjects of which the letters treat are under consideration. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, r 



A. B. Steinbebgeb, Esq., 

77 Cathedral Street, Baltimore. 



HAMILTON FISH. 



No. 14. 
Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish, 



Baltimore, April 17, 1874. (Received April 18.) 

Sir : I inclose my letter to the Samoan government, (^^ Taimua and 
Pule.'') May I suggest that the Department officially indorses the paper, 
and acknowledge receipt of their letters, also the <<Fly-Flap " and 
<^ Stafif," and that the American consul at Apia be advised of the trans- 
mission of such papers, and defer to the same f 
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My reason for this I can better explain when I call at the Depart- 
ment. 

I deem it important that the papers go to Eev. Dr. Turner, to whom 
I write asking him to make translation. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington^ D. 0. 



[Inclosnre 1.] 
Mr, Steiriberger to Mr, Turner, 

Washington, D. C, April 12, 1874. 

Deak Sir : I send herewith an address to " The Taimua and Pale." 
May I ask that you carefully make translation, append it to original, (retaining copy,) 
and deliver to the government T 

At a later date I will write yon fnlly in answer to yon communication of the 14th 
November, 1873. 

I am, obedieutly, yours, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

Rev. Geo. A. Turner, 

M. W, of L, M, Society, Apia, Samoa, 



[Indosare 3.1 

Colonel SteUiberger to the Taimim and Pule, 

Washington, D. C, U. S. of America, 

Apnl 15, 1874. 
To the Taimua and Pule of Samoa : 

This is my letter of love to you, these are my words of caution and expressions of 
profound solicitude. This piece of paper is as nothiuf;, it is the thoughts transcribed 
herein, which come to you irom that great and far-off Government, America, but which 
is now growing nearer to you. 

I have presented your letters to the great chiefs who rule over America. Your sa- 
cred ** Fly-Flap " and great '' Staff'' of office have been received by the Department of 
State, which controls the foreign action of America. 

I have furnished our Government a full report of my intercourse with the Samoans. 
I have spoken of your country, your native productions, and the yet undeveloped re- 
sources of Samoa, the earnest, pious, and kindly labors of the missionaries. I tell how 
fervently and truly you have accepted divine faith, and my belief in its perpetuity. 
I have officiidly communicated my experience among you, and been explicit as well as 
honest. 

You are now introduced to our Government. I speak for you words prompted by the 
heart, bom of my experience among you and genuine love for you, yet without the 
aUuremeuts which might be incident to a proud recollection of your love and faith in 
myself. 

I have learned of the arrival of the English ship of war "Pearl" in Apia, the recog- 
nition of your government by Commodore Goodenoug[h. 

In the acti9n of this estimable officer you will perceive the kindly disposition of other 
people and governments to aid you, as well as to applaud your own virtuous efforts. 
This officer, m receiving you on board his vessel, the " Pearl,'' spoke cheering words 
to you, yet full of deep meaning. 

For such interest in your welrare I feel sure of your gratitude and fixedness of purpose. 

My grief is great, indeed, that you changed such parts of your laws as affect the de- 
praved and mercenary ideas of a very few of the whites living among you. 

I speak to you of the laws regulating the sale of liquor on the Sabbath-day. 

Why thus sacrifice your most correct and virtuous plans? When I was among you 
yon would not thus jrield — ^the whites would not have demanded it. Do these people 
make demands for things which do not interest them f Do they ask that you abate 
the penalty for polygamy or tattooing? 

I am proud and confident in your promise to maintain inviolable your government, 
and preserve peace iu Samoa until iTreturned to you or you had a definite expression 
of opmion from, or positive action upon, the part of America. 

This cannot be accomplished in a aay, or even in a month. Our great council (Con- 
gress) is in session, and its action I believe in, but have not the right to anticipate. 
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As I love Samoa, so am I also proud of the Samoans. I have been earnest la your 
behalf without trespassing upon the valuable time and profound duties of the chiefs of 
our Government, but you have interested them^ and Grod gives promises ^ protect the 
feithftil. 

In the right persist, maintain your laws, seleot good and proper magistrates for the 
different districts. 

When a chief is refractory, deal in charity and wait with firm patience for other laws 
which may be better adapted to the whole people. This will come from experience 
and the aid of proper white people among you. 

Make no arbitriiry laws or regulations as to the selling of your products ; in no wise 
bring yourselves into conflict with the foreign merchants ; they will deal justly with 
you ; trade and commerce will regulate itself. 

You, the Taimua and Pule, have solemn duties to perform. You are responsible for 
the maintenance of peace, the unity of your people, the cultivation of honor and virtue, 
the enforcement of penalties for crimes. 

Such, in brief, are your responsibilities as administrators, but your sacred duties, 
created as you are by the confidence of your people in the teachings and examples of 
such attributes as may better elevate the Samoans, the practice of industry, the culti- 
vation of your land, and accumulations of the products which nature has so bounti- 
fullv given to you. 

My chief injunction is that you destroy the jealousy existing among your chiefs. As 
" Gk>d has made you of one blood '' so must you be of one mind. It pleases me to say to 
my p'eople, ** all •Samoans are Christians," '^ all Samoans read and. write." With just 
pride I speak of my journeying among you, my talks to you from the pulpits in your 
churches, in councils, and my examination of your children in schools. 

Now that your pride and manhood is stimulated to advance to power and civiliza- 
tion, you must practice peace and reach its full blessings. You will make your chil- 
dren great and prosperous by vying with each other for their education, and they in 
their fhture happiness will be proud of their fathers. 

I see by newspaper publications that gold has been discovered in Samoa, and this 
before I left Apia. I visited the places indicated, and now say, with all earnestness, 
there ie no gold in all Samoa, 1 thank God for it; if it were so, you would be hopelessly 
ruined. 

Thousands of adventurers, white people, would fill your islands, delve into your 
mountains, and the Samoan race would pass away. 

This has given me great concern, as I know you will be more happy by preserving 
your integrity and simplicity of character, and avoidance of unnatural excitement 
through contact with an adventurous class of people. 

I know that my words will not be unheeded; that time and distance will not change 
your virtuous intents. 

As I am sincere in my own desire for your happiness and prosperity, I hope that my 
great chiefs will send me again to you, that I may fulfill the hopes and prayers of Samoa. 

This ends my letter to you, but there can be no ending to my love. 

May our good God bless you and watch over Samoa and her people. 
I am. 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

To the Chosen Chiefs and Rulers of Samoa. 



No. 15. 

Mr, Fish to Mr. Steinherger. 

Department of State, 

Washington^ April 21, 1874. 

Sir : Your letter of the 17th instant, requesting that a cummuuica- 
tion which accompanies it, addressed by yoa to the Samoan government, 
may be officially indorsed by this Department, has been received. In 
reply, I have to express to you my regret that it is not deemed expe- 
dient to comply with your request, as it would be contrary to the usual 
practice of the Department. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HAMILTON FISH. 
A. B. Steinberger, Esq., 

Baltimore, 
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No. 16. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish. 

Baltimoee, November 19, 1874. 

Sir : Before receiving instractions from the Department, I beg to 
present some facts and make a few suggestions. The Samoan Islands 
lie clirectly in the track of commerce between San Francisco and the 
English colonies ; their x)opalation is about one-fourth less than that of 
the Sandwich Islands, and is increasing; the natives are mild and 
tractable and Christianized. A government has been organized, the 
<^ Taimua and Pule" representing every district in Samoa, and has been 
subscribed to by the white population. The Samoans want guidance 
and ask that I be returned to them. My devotion to the interests of 
these people is manifest. The great resources of the islands will b^ 
quickly developed. A war-vessel conveying me there should salute 
their flag and receive their chief officers of government at Apia, and 
visit the harbor of Pagopago, if only to show appreciation of the tender 
of this bay, without cost, to the United States. I re8pe<itfully sug- 
gest that the letter of the '^ Taimua and Pule " to his Excellency the 
President be answered, and the receipt of the " Staff," " Fly-Flap," and 
*' Sacred Mat " of Atua be acknowledged. They virtually tender their 
country in parting with these symbols. Future legislation will deter- 
mine the action of the United States in this, but I am confident of my 
ability and the devotion of the natives to make Samoa valuable, credit- 
able, and popular. 

In the interest of the Samoans I have conferred with the Messrs. 
Goddeffroy, at Hamburg. They are elevated and conscientious people, 
and the action of the German war- vessel in Samoa will not be repeated. 
Claims will be subject to legal adjudication. The agents of the Messrs. 
G. are instructed to this effect, and their influence is to be used at once 
after my arrival to secure the recognition of the Samoan government 
by Germany. I have definitely indicated (as per Department instruc- 
tions) that all land-sales to foreigners must cease. I mention these 
facts because the agent of the Messrs. G. at Apia is also the German 
consul at that port. 

The success of my mission would be promoted by having such diplo- 
matic powers as would give me precedence over the American and 
other consuls. A few presents would gain much for us, such as two 
small guns, (brass,) a Gatling gun, a 12-pounder Parrott, to give dignity 
to their government-house ; also a small lot of light clothing and small- 
arms for guards, with such stationery as the Department (if in accord- 
ance with law) could furnish. 

In the matter of the American consul, I can only present facts without 
opinion. Mr. Coe was not in Samoa when I was there, but he has lived 
twenty-six years among these people ; seems to be well liked, except 
by some hostile English subjects. Mr. Foster is a foreigner, from Tahiti, 
and has been about three years in the islands. Of his character I can- 
not speak from real knowledge. It is, however, certain that Mr. Coe 
would be more acceptable to the native population. 

In submitting these meager suggestions, it is with the hope that your 
excellency will continue to extend to me the confidence with which you 
have honored me. 
I have, &c., 

A. B, STEINBERGER. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Department of State, Washington, D. 0. 
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No. 17. 

Mr. Fish to Mr, Steinberger, 

Department of State, 

WdsMngtonj December 11, 1874. 

Sir : The President having determined to aathorize yon again to pro- 
ceed to the Samoan gronp in the character of a special agent of the 
United States, yon will embark for those islands at San Francisco in a 
man-of-war, on board of which the Secretary of the Navy has been re- 
qaested to direct yon to be provided with a passage. The expense ' 
attending this and of yonr mission generally mast be borne by yourself, 
and will in no event be recognized as a proper charge against the Gov- 
ernment. 

Porsnant to the snggestion contained in your letter from Baltimore 
of the 19th of November last, the President has addressed the accom- 
panying sealed commnnication to the Taimna or Pale of Samoa, a copy 
of which is also furnished for yoar information. Yoa will make proper 
arrangements for presenting the original. 

The special passport with which yon are also herewith provided 
describes yoar official character. 

I annex hereto a list of articles which have been famished by several 
of the Departments, which will be intrusted to you as presents, as sug- 
gested by you. 

There is no doubt, from your report and from information received 
from other sources, that the Samoan group is naturally fertile and has 
many resources. 

Its position, too, in the Pacific is commanding, and particularly im- 
portant to us. It is more than doubtful, however, whether these con- 
siderations would be sufficient to satisfy our people that the annexation 
of those islands to the United States is essential to our safety and pros- 
perity. In any event, supposing that the general sentiment should be 
favorable to such a measure, I am not aware that it has received such 
an expression as would require an acknowledgment by the Government 
and warrant measures on our part accordingly. It is deemed inexpe- 
dient without such a call from the public to originate a measure adverse 
to the usual traditions of the Government, and which, therefore, prob- 
ably would not receive such a sanction as would be likely to secure its 
success. Under these circumstances, your functions will be limited to 
observing and reporting upon Samoan affairs, and to impressing those 
in authority there with the lively interest which we take in their hap- 
piness and welfare. 
I am, &c., 

HAMILTON FISH. 



[Inclosnres.] 



LETTER OP THE PRESIDENT TO THE TAIMUA OR PULE, DECEMBER 11, 1874.— COPY OF 

SAME.— SPECLAlL PASSPORT. 

List of articles furnished ly the War and Nany Departments for presentation to the Samoan 

government, 

100 Springfield muzzle-loadlDg rifle muskets, cal. .58. 10,000 cartridges. 
1 Gatling gun and carriage, cal. 1 inch. 1,000 cartridges. 
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2 twelve-pound bronze gana and carriages. 200 roands of ammaultiou. 
1 three-inch Parrott gun and carriage. 100 rounds of atnumnition. 

1 BrozTe boat howitzer, with ammunition. 
1 forge complete. 
100 suits sailors' flannel clothing, with caps. 

3 United States flags, and extra bunting. 
Some band instruments. 

12 revolvers, with ammunition. 



Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States of America, to their Highnesses the 

Taimua and Pule, or Principal Chiefs of Samoa. 

Great and Good Friends : I have received, through Col. A. B. Steinberger, whom 
I sent to your islands as a special agent of the United States, the interesting letter of 
the 3d of October, 1873, which you were pleased to address to me. I am gratified to 
learn from that communication that peace prevailed in your country. This is among 
the greatest blessings vouchsafed to nations, and I hope that your enjoyment of it may 
be without interruption. Yon also inform me that the Samoan government had 
adopted a flag. This is an interesting event in your history. My prayer is that, as it 
is an emblem of your unity and independence, these may ever remain inviolable, 
except by the general consent of your people. 

Tour course generally, as reported to me by Colonel Steinberger, deserves my cordial 
approvid and encouragement, which I offer you. I trust that you will persevere in 
well-doing. Although the chief city of the United States, whence T am writing to yx)n, 
is fltr away from your islands, being near the coast of the Atlantic Ocean, our territory 
extends to the shores of the other ocean in which your islands lie, at not a much greater 
distance from San Francisco than is the city of Washington, which is our capital. 
Being, then, as yon are, much nearer to us than to any European nation, on this 
account alone it would be natural, were there no other reasons, that we should take 
a lively interest in your welfare and in all that concerns you. 

The ''staff," the ''fly-flap/' and the *' sacred mat,'' which you intrusted to Colonel 
Steinberger, were safely delivered by him, and were received by me in the spirit with 
which they were offered. You may be assured that I am duly sensible of the signifi- 
cance of these gifts. 

Colonel Steinberger's course during his first mission has so far met my approval, and 
be seems to have made himself so acceptable to you that I have authorized him again 
to visit you, for the purpose of informing me of the progress of your affairs since he 
left you. I pray yon, therefore, to receive him kindly, and to continue to him the 
good-wUl which you showed on the former occasion. 

I pray God to nave you in His safe and holy keeping. Written at Washington, this 
llth day of December, 1874. 

U. S. GRANT. 

By the President : 

Hamilton Fish, 
Secretary of State. 



No. 18. 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Eoheson, 

Depaetment of State, 
Washingtonj December 16, 1874. 

Sir : As the instractious to the agent of the TJaited States to the 
Samoan government are now ready, I will thank you to inform me 
whether you have decided upon the character of the presents which the 
?^avy Department propose to send to that government. An early reply 
IS desirable. 

I have, &c., 

HAMILTON FISH. 
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No. 19. 

Mr, Robeson to Mr, Fish* 

Nayt Bepastment, 
Washington^ December 17, 1874. (Received December 18.) 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16th instant in relation to the character of the presents that will be sent 
by the Navy Department to the Samoan government, and in reply 
thereto I have to say that this Department can send the following arti- 
cles to that governm^it, and has given directicms accordingly. 

One Brozle boat howitzer, with ammunition ; one forge, complete ; one 
hundred saits sailors^ flannel clothing, with caps ; three United States 
flags, and extra banting; some band instruments; twelve revolvers^ 
with ammnnition. 
I have, &c., 

GEO. M. ROBESON, 

Becretarg of the Navy. 

Benicia Arsenal. 

One hntidred Springfield mazzle-loading rifle mnsfcets, cal. .58 ; 10,000 
cartridges ; 1 Gatling gun and carriage, cal. 1 inch ; 1,000 cartridges ; 
2 12-poand bronze gons and carriages ; 200 romids anmiuaitioD ; 1 3-inc^ 
Pariott gnn and carriage ; 100 rounds ammanition. 



No. 20. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish, 

U. S. Steamer PsavsAooLA, 
Ban FranciscOj February 2, W75. 

Sk : I have tiie honor to report that I hafve personally sapenntended 
famishing and delivery of matmal embodied in letter of instmction. 
1st. All material is on board excepting *' flags, banting, and band in- 
straments." 

I have avoided publicity ; will do my duty ; report at or firom every 
point. 

I have to report that, in the absence of specific instraction, I am a 
stranger on board the Pensacola, or the admiral seems to be in ignorance 
of the purpose of the State Department. 

Perhaps I might be aided by specific instruction from the Secretary 
of Navy to the Admiral of Pacific Squadron. 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 

Special Agent, &c. 



No. 21. 
Mr. Fish to Colonel Steinberger, 

Department op State, 

Washington, May 0, 1875. 

Sir : Dispatches recently received from Mr. Foster, the consul of the 
United States at Apia, lead to tbe apprehension that, although, pursuant 
to the instructions of this Department, your functions as special agent 
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to the Samoan Islands were limited to obtaining information in regard 
to that group, the rulers there consider that you have promised them 
the protection of this Government. If this be as represented, it is 
much to be regretted, a« no such promise was made, nor any hope of 
sach protection was held out by warrant of this Government, and such 
promise, if made, was one which this Department, in the absence of a 
formal treaty, or of the sanction of Congress, had no right to authorize 
yon to make. 

It is also stated by the consul that you assumed the right to levy ton- 
nagedues in that quarter, and professed to give a right to a native chief 
to examine registers without, on your part, having consulted a single 
foreign oonsal upon the subject. 

This would present a case of the assumption and exercise of arbitrary 
and unanthorized power quite ioocmsisteot with your instractions, which 
would be equally surprising and painfol to the Department, bat which, 
it is hoped, is sasceptibie of explanation, which will eooseqaeotly be 
acceptable. 

Subjoined hereto are extracte from Mr. Foster's dispatches, referring 
to the points to which your atitention is directed. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HAMILTON FISH. 

Gol. A. B. SngiNBS&aBB, 

Extraen JHm tUepadkes (^ Mr. Foster j eonsiU at Apia, 

1. Mr. Foster to Mr. H)iiit«r, No. 6, Febnmry 8, 18T6. 

2. Mr. Fostet to Mr. Htinter, No. 7, Fetenary 8, 1885. 



No. 6. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Munter. 

UnTTED SmrSS CONSCIATB, 

Apitty February 6, 1875. (Reeeivied A^il 16, 1875.) 

Sm: 

• » « « » ' t» « 

There is still some danger of war, but not nntil tfaey bear definitely ftom tbe United' 
States in regard to a protectorate, whiob they consider has been promised then witli- 
the speedy return of Col. A. B. Steinbei^T, with the poreaents proniaed, and Jintil this- 
is settled little can be done in regard te claims or any other affairs with them. 

« * , * • . « • • 

I have, &.C., 

S. S. FOSTER. 

United States Consul. 



No. 7. 

Mr, Foster to Mr. Sunter. 

United States Consulate, 
Apia, February 8, 1875. (Received April 16, 1875. 
Sir: 

♦ * ♦ * # # *» 

Commander Meade's treaty with Manga and the other ohiefe of Tatuilla, March 9,. 
1872, did not fix any rates, leaving to the foreign consuls and a steamboat assent, 
with Manga, to regnlate them. The majority of this counsel are men well acquainted 
with trade and native customs, and accordingly, by mutual consent, by the failure of 
the Steamboat Company to appoint a commissioner, inoperative until the arrival of 
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Col. A. B. Steinbeiffer, An/^nst 17^ 1873, who aBBumed the right withont consaltinfi; one 
foreign consul in Apia, to levy tonnage-dnes, and gave a native chief the right to 
examine a ship's register. 



I have, Slc, 



8. 8. FOSTER, 

United States ConauU > 



No. 22. 
Ifr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish. * 

MuLiNuu, Samoa, 
October 18, 1875. (B^ceived December 6, 1875.) 

Sib : I avail myself of the first opportanity to acknowledge receipt 
of State Department dispatch dated May 6, 1875. 

As this dispatch can only refer to my former visit to these islands, I 
beg to call the attention of the Department to my report. Executive 
Docnment 45, p. 46 ; my letter to the Samoan chiefs, now at Apia, Oc- 
tober 1, 1873 ; letters of the white residents to me Aagast' 19, 1873, and 
my answers, October 6, 1873. 

At no time, by word or action, have I ever held ont a hope to the 
people of Samoa of protection or annexation ; to the contrary, my every 
act has been to convince the native chiefs of the necessity of support- 
ing and protecting themselves. ( Vide my address to the chiefs, April 
22, 1875, in the presence of the consuls and American naval officers :) 

America is great, rich, and prosperous. From Samoa they wish for nothing bat to 
have our ships enter yonr harbors and their people be protected. We have miUions of 
sqnare miles of territory, and onr tradition, policy, and feeling are opposed to the ac- 
quisition of distant lands, &,c. 

Upon my former visit, Mr. S. S. Foster was not the American consul, 
and J. M. Goe, commercial agent, was absent. 
The statement by the consul that I — 

Assumed the ri^ht to levy tonnage-dues in that quarter, and professed to give a 
right to a native chief to examine registers without, on your part, naving consulted a 
single foreign consul upon the subject. 

Not only have I not assumed such powers, but the Government has 
passed no law with regard to harbor or tonnage dues, and Pagopago 
is not, under the new government, a port of entry. 

When in Pagopago Harbor, in August, 1873, 1 found that Manga, 
the high chief of the bay, had become imbued with simple notions of 
his importance through the treaty with Oommander Meade, and was 
charging pilotage and harbor-dues, for which he was to buoy the harbor 
and furnish fresh water free to all ships. 

My only action was the appendix to Commander Meade's harbor reg- 
ulations. ( Vide report, Ex. Doc. 45, p. 55 ; upon same page, see approval 
of British consulate, October 6, 1873.) 

Mauga, the chief of Pagopago, claimed to be independent. This 
appendix to Commander Meade's rules served to check a petty chief and 
protect shipping until such time as he became subservient to the gen- 
eral government, which accompanying dispatches will fully explain. 

Grateful to the Department for the confidence expressed, ^^it is hoped 
is susceptible of explanation, which will consequently be acceptable.'' 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washifigtofij D. C. 
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j^o. 23. ^ trial, 

Mr. Steinherger to Mr, Fish. ^n 

Apia, Samoa, 
July 4, 1875. (Received Aagust 30.) 

Sie: * * * * * * * 

I have the honor to report that I have accepted the position of premier 
of the kingdom, but publicly announced that, as an American citizen, 
I could Receive no pay, emoluments, or title of nobility. My duties are 
grave and laborious. I have the entire confidence of the native popu- 
lation and all the well-disposed whites. For the success of my. labors I 
pray for the blessings of God. 

My detailed report will furnish all information. 

« « « « « « « 

May I ask the assistance of the Department in the passage of a bill 
by Congress permitting me, as an "American citizen,'^ to hold office 
here under a foreign government. So much does America fill the hearts 
and minds of these people that any treaty for harbors, naval stations, 
coaling-depots, or other privileges draughted in Washington would re- 
ceive prompt recognition here. 
I have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 






No. 24. 

Mr, Steinherger to Mr. Fish, 

MuLiNTJu, Upolu, Samoa, 
October 28, 1875. (Received December 6, 1875.) 

Sib: That I may report more intelligently, I have the honor to trans- 
mit accompanying documents, copies certified and translated by the 
English secretary and interpreter of the Samoan government. In this 
I have been precise, as such papers will speak a more decided language 
to the Department than any elaborate report. 

A, No. 1. — Census for the Samoan Islands for the year ending 1874. 

A, No. 2. — Shipping-list from April 1, 1875, to August 15, 1875. 

A, No. 3. — Copy of license law 26th July, 1875, to go into effect 
August 15, 1875. 

A. No. 4. — Copy of duty law 24th August, 1875. 

a', No. 5. — Letter from London Missionary Society to Colonel Stein- 
herger. 

A, No. 6. — Letter of instruction from the premier to the respective 
governors of the districts.. 

A, No. 7. — ^Recognition of the government of Samoa by King Kala- 
kaua, of Hawaii. 

B, No. 1. — Steinberger to the three consuls, (English, American, and 
German,) also Ruge, Heedemann & Co., relative to pilot. 

B, No. 2. — ^Alfred L. Pappe, German consul, to Steinberger, relative 
to pilot. 

B, No. 3. — S. S. Foster, American consul, to Steinberger, relative to 
pilot. 

B, No. 4. — S. F. Williams, English consul, to Steinberger, relative to 
pilot. 

H. Ex. 161 6 



80 A. B. STEINBERGEB. 

/ 

Col. Ay^. 5. — Messrs. Ruge, Heedemann & Co. to Steiuberger, relative to 

iorei^ 

I, No. l.r-S. S. Foster, United States consul, to tbe Taimua, request- 
ing a recognition of himself by them, January 28, 1875. 
y 0, No. 2. — 8. S. Foster, United States consul, respecting rent de- 
y manded by J. M, Coe, for land, March 18, 1875. 

0, No. 3. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inform- 
ing them of receipt of letter from Hon. Hamiltou Fish, March 24, 1875. 

C, No. 4. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, respect- 
ing varioas cases, John Lee, &c., March 26, 1875. 

0, No. 6. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informing 
them of tlie sitting of the naval court of inquiry, April 2, 1875. 

0, No. 6. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informing 
them that J. M. Coe demands $50 per month rent for land, May 1, 1875. 

C, No. 7. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inclos- 
ing copy of letter from J. M. Coe, regarding land at Mulinue, May 17, 
1876. 

C, No. 8. — L. Foster to the Taimua, telling them of S. S. Foster's non- 
attendance on account of sickness, May 18, 1875. 

C, No. 9. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, request- 
ing them to take steps to punish the people who broke into William 
Henry's house, May 21, 1875. 

C, No. 10. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inform- 
ing them of the decision of the cojisular court against H. C. Edwards, 
June i; 1875. 

C, No. 11. — S. S. Foster, [Jnited States consul, to the Taimua, respect- 
ing the arresting of Alfred Smalley and John Johnson, September 13, 
1875. 

C, No. 12. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, making 
a protest against the government assuming power, September 25, 1875. 

C, No. 13. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, tx) the Taimua, stating 
various cases of the arrest of Americans, September 25, 1875. 

C, No. 14. — Colonel Steinberger to S. S. Foster, United States consul, 
in answer to his letter stating various grievances, &c., October 9, 1875. 

C, No. 15. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, ac- 
knowledging receipt of their dispatch, October 13, 1875. 

C, No. 16. — S; S* Foster, United States consul, to the Saraoan gov- 
ernment in reference to J. M. Coe's claim on land at Mulinuu, October 
16, 1875, 

C, No. 17.-r-Steinberger to S. S. Foster, United States consul, stating 
that a land commission will bo appointed, &c., October 16, 1875. 

C, No. 18. — Tamasese to the premier stating that he and not Toom- 
altotoi is the owner or. the land at Mulinuu, October 18, 1875. 

0, No. 19. — Toomalotai to the Tuimua, stating that Mr. Coe has no 
control over a certain piece of land, October 19, 1875. 

D, No. 1. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger regard- 
ing an assault made on him and requesting the arrest of H. C. Edwards 
and J. P. VVoodworth, June 3, 1875. 

D, No. 2. — Warrant from S. S. Foster, United States consul, for the 
arrest of H, C. Edwards, June 3, 1875. 

D, No. 3. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, asking 
their protection from H. C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworth, June 3, 1875. 

D, No. 4. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger, respect- 
ing H. C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworth, June 4, 1875, 

D, No. 5. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua for the 
anest of J. P. Woodworth. July 6, 1875. 
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D, No. 6. — J, P. Woodwortli's letter to the premier demanding trial, 
&c. 

D, No. 7. — ^Proceedings of the trial of H. 0. Edwards for assault upon 
S. S. Foster, United States consul. 

E, No. 1. — 8; 8. Foster, United States consul, to the Talmua, inform- 
ing them of his appointing E. L. Hamilton vice-consul, January 9, 1875. 

E, No. 2. — Copy of report by D. S. Parker (appointed vice-consul) to 
the consul, &c., March 2, 1875. 

B, No. 3. — Copy of commission to D. S. Parker, from S. S. Foster, as 
vice-consul, March 2, 1875. 

B, No. 4. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua inform- 
ing them of his appointing J. M. Coe vice-consul, October 11, 1875. 

"peerless" papers. 

F, No. 1. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Gapb. Gaorge Ham- 
ilton, September 20, 1875. 

F, No. 2. — Steinberger to S. S. Foster, United States consul, Septem- 
ber 21, 1875. 

F, No. 3.— S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger, Septem- 
ber 24, 1875. 

F, No. 4. — S. S. Foster to Capt. George Hamilton, September 24, 1875. 

F, No. 5. — Oapt, George Hamilton to S. S. Foster, September 28, 1875. 

F, No. 6. — Beceipt from S. S. Foster, United States consul, account 
with yacht Peerless. 

F, No. 7. — Letter from S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Capt. 
George Hamilton, September 29, 1875. 

F, No. 8. — Gapt. George Hamilton to S. S. Foster, United States con- 
sul, September 30, 1875. 

F, No. 9. — Gapt. George Hamilton to A. B. Steinberger, October 16, 1875. 

Gj No. 1. — Samoan group with organized districts and villages. 

G, No. 2. — Samoan seals with translation of mottoes. 

Until such time as a government press is established I shall esteeqi 
it my duty to furnish the Department copies of all important papers 
which might serve as data for the United States Government, perhaps 
rendering their judgment now and in the future more correct. 

In lauding upon these islands I was not unnundful ot the fact that I 
had a most delicate duty to perform. 

That I was an accredited agent of the United States Government 
without pay, as per instruction from State Department, December 11, 
1874: 

The expense attending this and your mission generally must be borne by yourself, 
and will in no event be recognized as a proper charge against the Government. 

Therefore, I was at liberty to associate with the natives and advise 
them of the kindly feeling of our Government toward them, as per in- 
structions of same date, '* impressing those in authority there with the 
lively interest which we take in their happiness and welfare.^' 

The presentation of arms was not esteemed of as great importance to 
them as the fact that I was returned to them ] the capacity in which 1 came 
was only to them an earnest of the lively interest which the United States 
took in their welfare ; but in no wise have the Samoan rulers or the 
people estimated my return as an attempt at annexation, protection, or 
having any political or national signification other than comity, good 
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will, and protection for American commerce, as well as a stimulus to 
future trade. 

I could not ip^nore a special injunction in the Department instructions 
of December 11, 1874: 

Its (Samoa) position, too, in the Pacific i^ commanding, and particularly important 
to ns. - ^ 

I found upon arrival here that much of the foreign element domi- 
ciled upon the islands was opposed to a government ; but despite such 
hostility to the natives and the missionaries, the people had remained 
devoted to their promise to me, and after the lapse of nearly two years 
I found the chiefs congregated at Mulinua supporting the old laws 
which! had (in conjunction with the English consul) made for them. 
( Vide ray report, Executive Document 45, page 48.) These laws were crude 
indeed, but adequate for the maintenance of peace, and the first step a 
necessary unification of the people, preliminary to the establishment of 
an organized and well-regulated government. 

The acquisition of the Fejii group of islands by the English govern- 
ment was consequent upon the internal dissensions of the people and 
the moneyed ambition of the white settlers. The Samoans came to un- 
derstand this, and were earnest in their efforts to consolidate and pre- 
serve peace. 

My efforts after arrival was to gain such real information as would 
best comport with instructions and benefit the people whom I came 
among, without assuming authority based upon presumptive desires of 
the Department. At the same time, a careful consideration of the in- 
terests of the natives, and the cultivation of a strong friendly feeling 
upon their part toward the United States, I esteemed to come within 
the spirit of my instructions. To better accomplish this I have rigidly 
adhered to the policy pursued by me during my first visit, and act up 
to the letter of my original instructions. State Department paper of 
March 29, 1873— 

In the course of your communication with the chiefs in the islands, yon will cau- 
tion them against making grants of their lauds to individual foreigners. 

( Vide my report. Executive Document 45, page 36.) 
At this date 1 see no good reason to change the estimate I then 
placed upon foreign schemers for the acquisition of lands. If upon my 
return had I imbibed other views, and fraternized with the foreign ele- 
ment, my road would have been smoother, and my popularity with the 
foreigners great. The "Polynesian Land Company'' referred to has 
long since gone into liquidation ; their efforts to acquire land and the 
means of doing it by the agents of the company here were most iniquit- 
ous. To the senseless newspaper charges that I was connected with such 
a corporation my every act is a direct refutation. I notified United 
States consul, Mr. S. S. Foster, the agent of this company, during the 
session of the "Tuscarora'' court, that, in the interest of the Samoans, 
I would oppose the land claims of this delinquent company, which has 
resulted in a coalition between the United States consul and one J. M. 
Goe, former United States commercial agent, and other Americans 
against the Samoan government. Fortunately much of this property 
was bonded for a term of two years, the earnest-money being insignifi- 
cant, usually a gun, powder, and lead, and every effort thereby made to 
prolong a horrible war. 

Since the departure of the United States steamer Tuscarora I have 
paid much attention to the land-claims of individual foreigners. I find 
that daring the war a native chief, who was at the head of a family and 
controlled all family lands, would make deed of his property to a white 
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resident, that it might be protected against the opposite war-party, or 
during peace to prevent ^ome other member of his family selling it^ 
These were deeds of trust — a small sum of money paid with the under- 
standing that the property was to be redeeded ; hence the credulity of 
the natives was imposed upon, and such property withheld. I am glad 
to report that of the many cases of such deeds of trust but few have been 
withheld. Generally the property has been redeeded upon payment of 
the original money advanced. Those cases, however, wherein the land 
has been withheld and the property claimed asbeing a^'bona-flde'' sale, 
and the parties Americans were not brought before the " Tuscarora '^ 
court, noticeably the claim of J. M. Coe, for land at the seat of Govern- 
ment is one, (see Docs. 0, No. 2, 0, No. 6, 0, No. 7, C, No. 16, and 0, No. 
19,) the latter a letter from ^' Toomalotai," a high chief to the Taimua. 

When the " Tuscarora'' court was in session, presuming that the claims^ 
of Americans would all be handed in for investigation, the native gov- 
ernment progressed in their own and the consular courts (German), 
with German claims. At the outset this was attended with great diffi- 
culty, as the German element in people, trade, and possessions are vastly 
superior to all other foreign elements combined. 

The house of J. Caesar Godeflfroy & Son, of Hamburg, now control 
the trade of the islands, as well as a great proportion of the trade of 
the South Pacific Ocean ; from three to fourteen large vessels are at all 
times anchored in the harbor of Apia taking in freight. The agent of 
this company is also the German consul. They have several large cotton- 
plantations worked by natives of the Gilbert, Ellice, Kingsmill, Caroline,, 
and other islands. The agents and overseers are cruel, and the laborers 
virtually slaves. The establishment of a government upon these islands^ 
the traditional independence of the people, and their own suffering from 
German aggression, was apt to produce discontent among the laborers- 
from other islands ; hence the treatment of German claims was a deli- 
cate task, wherein many elements were to be harmonized and great con- 
cessions to be made, and no people could have behaved more wisely or 
with greater patience than the Samoans. The success of the government 
in this direx is best made manifest by recent letter of the German con- 
sul, Doc. A, No. 9. 

The census of the islands for 1874 is shown by Doc. A, No. 1. Since 
the war the general health is improving and the native population in- 
creasing. This is in part owing to the adoption of more civilized for- 
eign customs and dress; everywhere is seen the evidence of an earnest 
disposition to progress. 

Doc. A, No. 2, shows the arrivals and departures of vessels at the 
port of Apia, from April 1 to October 18, 1875. This is as full a state- 
ment as can be given, as they are mainly German, and they are jealous 
of imparting information. The shipments are cotton and copra, the 
latter the dried fruit of the cocoa-nut, shipped to Europe, where the oil 
is expressed and the residue made into an oil-cake for cattle. Of the 
productiveness of the islands and future trade, I can scarcely add to 
my report of 1874, Ex. Doc. 45. 

In the draughting of laws great care has been taken to consult the 
interests of the foreign whites as well as the natives before enactment, 
and all laws which in their bearing most concern the whites are submit- 
ted to the consuls. Of such laws the license law, Doc. A, No. 3, is the 
one which has given rise to the hostility of evil-disposed people in the 
port of Apia. One-half of the occupied houses were grog-shops, broth- 
els, and open places of debauchery ; there are now but three licensed 
houses, the law is rigidly enforced, and the so called "publicans," with 
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their associates and patrons, spare no effort to assail the government. 
Not only do they write most atrocious stories to the American press, 
but post anonymous placards with caricatures throughout the town, 
Commander Erbeen, the officers of the United States steamer Tusca- 
rora, His Excellency the President of the United States, and others re- 
ceiving a full share of such attention. The avocation of these people 
is destroyed. Generally they are incapable of other pursuits in life, 
and will ever remain a source of annoyance to the authorities. The 
hearty support of the English and German consuls in such humanitarian 
laws proves most gratifying to the government. Of the American con- 
sul, it is impossible for me with truth or justice thus to speak. 

The duty upon spirits was concurred in by the consuls, Doc. A. No. 4. 
It is less than one-half of the spirit duty of Hawaii, and is inadequate 
to the desires of the Government to prevent the use of spirits by the 
natives. 

No law for tonnage or harbor dues has been passed, though harbor 
regulations, quarantine laws, and collectors' duties are draughted and 
have been submitted to the German and Euglish consuls, (American con- 
sul absent.) 

In the appointment of a pilot, the government consulted each of the 
three consuls, and the firm of Huge, Heedemann & Co., {vide Doc. B, No. 
1,) and received answers Docs. B, No. 2, B, No. 3, B. No. 4, and B, No. 5. 

The pilot, E. L. Hamilton, received his liceuse accordingly. The Ger- 
mans would naturally be consulted, as their ships number ten to one of 
all other nations combined. 

The long association with and intimate knowledge possessed by the 
missionaries of the Samoaus mark them as proper parties to consult rel- 
ative to special laws looking to the prosperity and happiness of the peo- 
ple. Their communication. Doc. A, No. 5, will better explain this. 

G, No. 1, are accompanying maps of the islands, excepting the extreme 
easternmost islands taken from Wilkes's survey. These maps give each 
district with the boundary-lines correct, showing the location of -each 
village, with their names. These districts have been as distinct as are 
the commonwealths in the United States ; for generations they have 
preserved their distinctive characteristics and independence. AH are 
now incorporated into the general government as per constitution. (Copy 
iorwarded by Tuscarora.) 

A goveruorhaabeen appointed for each district; also judges, treasurers, 
secretaries, magistrates, sheriffs, policemen, and other officers and ser- 
vants of the government. Doc. A, No. 6, is the general letter of instruc- 
tions to each governor, varied slightly in some of the districts. 

I am pleased to forward a copy of the recognition of the kingdom of 
Samoa by His Majesty the King of H^iwaii, (Doc. A, No. 7.) by this mail ; 
the draught of a treaty will be sent to Hawaii for ratification by that 
government. 

It affords me great pleasure to transmit through the Department an 
autograph letter, with translation, from His Majesty King Malietoa 1 to 
His Excellency the President of the United States. 

His Majesty springs from a long line of Samoan kings, and is of high 
caste upon his mother's side; he is a young man, trained by the mission- 
aries, educated, and imbued with deep religious convictions. During 
the recent war his person was considered sacred, and now ambitious only 
for the prosperity of his people, in which he has the zealous support of 
every government official and the entire population except such as I 
have before alluded to. 

In transmitting copies of correspondence between the United States 
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consal, Mr. S. S. Foster, and the Samoan officials, I will deal in as little 
commeDt as possible, bat calling the attention of the Department 
e8i)ecially to Doc. C, No. 14. The absurdity of the different titles used 
by the United States consul in letters to the Samoan government is 
indeed noticeable. 

In the cases of " Henry," (vide Doc. 0, No. 9,) and "Jackson," (Doc. 0, 
No. 13,) I cannot forbear explanation. 

" Henry " is an American negro, long resident upon the islands, the 
keeper of a vile groggery and brothel; until the enactment of the 
license-law, his place was the scene of riot and open depravity; and it 
is not astonishing that he should at some time be the victim of his own 
lawlessness. ' 

" Johnson," another American negro, was fined nearly a year since by 
a jodge in a district remote from here or the consulate for attempted 
murder; he is a lawless character, but bearing the passport of the 
American consul, (vide S. S. Foster's letter to the Taimua, Doc. C, No. 
11,) the government has taken no further steps, awaiting answers from 
the consul to government communication, Doc. O, No. 14. 

S. S. Foster's complaint to the government, (Doc. C, No. 13,) and pro- 
test against the government, (Doc. O, No. 12,) have been met in a con- 
servative spirit. ( Vide Doc. O, No. 14.) 

At times it is difficult to determine who is the consular representative 
of the United States here. Does. E, No. 1 ; B, No. 2 ; E, No. 3, and E, 
No. 4 are appointments of vice-consul ; but in no case have the authori- 
ties a notice of return to post of duty or revocation of such appoint- 
ments. 

Mr. D. S. Parker was appointed vice-consul the beginning of June, 
1875. Mr. Foster sailed for Tonga June 4, 1875, and returned June 29, 
1875. I regret not being able to furnish his notification of the appoint- 
ment of D. S. Parker at this time, though his complaint against H. C. 
Edwards and J. P. Woodworth June 4, 1875, was sworn to before D. S. 
Parker, United States consul, with consular seal affixed. ( Vide Doc. D, 
No. 4.) 

On the 11th of October, 1875, Mr. S. S. Foster notifies the govern- 
ment of his appointment of J. M. Ooe as vice-consul. ( Vide Doc. E, No. 
4.) On the 13th October, 1875, Mr. Foster officially addresses the Tai- 
mua, acknowledging receipt of state papers; (Doc. 6, No. 14;) also men- 
tioning his proposed departure for Tutuila. ( Vide Doc. G, No. 15.) On 
the 16th October, 1875, Mr. Foster officially addresses the government 
relative to claims of J. M. Goe for laud at Mulinuu, (seat of government,) 
inclosing copy of letter from J. M. Goe to himself. On the 25th Octo- 
ber, 1875, Mr. Foster sailed for Tutuila. 

I prefer transmitting the papers in regard to the claims of J. M. Goe, 
heretofore alluded to, with no other comment than that a fraternization 
of interest between Mr. Goe and the consul, in view of the action of the 
Tuscarora court and the long-standing personal enmity of these two 
personages, seems most extraordinary. I have, per July dispatches, 
notified the Department of an assault committed by A. G. Edwards, an 
American, upon the United States consul on the 3d day of June, 
1875. On July 6, 1875, Mr. Foster, after his return from Tonga, de- 
manded the arrest of one J. P. Woodworth, as accessory to the assault. 
This was the day fixed for the trial of Edwards. A warrant was issued 
for his arrest ; but Mr. Foster told me he did not wish the case of 
Woodworth to proceed. 

The jury was composed of six whites^ two selected by each of the 
consuls, German, English, and American, and six Saraoans. Edwards had 



88 A. B. STEINBERGER. 

been in close custody for over one month, and whatever my own opinion 
might have been, I could not interfere with such a jury. At that time 
I held no official position under the Samoan government ; I had simply 
been appealed to by the consul for protection, and at once took steps to 
arrest the assailant. 

On the 35th October, 1875, J. P. Wood worth petitioned the gov- 
ernment to bring him to trial, (vide Doc. D, No. 6,) that he might refute 
the charges of S. S. Foster, made July 6, 1875. (See Doc. D, No. 5.) 
Proceedings of the trial of H. 0. Edwards will be found in Doc. D, 7. 

Edwards was the keeper of a low groggery ; Wood worth a compara- 
tively new comer, and for a time the clerk of" the United States consul. 

Had Mr. Foster remained in Samoa, and not left the -day after the 
assault, there is no doubt but that the punishment of Edwards would 
have been severe, but his protracted absence, and the confinement of 
the prisoner, finally produced a change of sentiment. 

The parties who were then most inimical to the consul, are now his 
companions ; his poverty, entanglements, and lack of intelligence, I 
think, render him unfit to- be the representative of a great nation. I 
would not presume to recommend, but I believe the interests of the 
United States would be better served by the appointment of a conscien- 
tious and intelligent party unknown to Samoa ; consequently free from 
the complications and petty jealousies existing here. 

YACHT PEERLESS. 

I inclose copies of all papers relative to the yacht Peerless, except 
her papers, which are in the consulate. The Peerless is a schooner- 
yacht, built by R. L. Ogden, of San Francisco, and sold to J. B. Ford, 
both citizens of the United States, long well-known and esteemed citi- 
zens of San Francisco. The vessel is registered 45 tons, by reason of 
a house above deck, though the real tonnage is about 26 tons. I am 
the agent of the craft, having sole control ; she has been used by me as 
a pleasure-boat, and in carrying the government officials from island to 
island, or between the .districts, always free to them of charge, and 
never used as a trading- vessel. 

June 4, 1876, this vessel took Mr. S. S. Foster as passenger with 
his daughters. By agreement he was charged $100 as passage- money. 
( Vide Doc. F, No. 6, receipt of consul.) 

The consul's charge of $95, extra wages for two seamen who refused 
to do duty and did desert the ship, and were afterward arrested by 
Commander Erben, I have not esteemed correct; the men were paid off 
in full and discharged, though the captain paid the extra wages to the 
consul under protest. Since that day the captain and myself have been 
subject to endless petty persecutions. After the return of. the Peer- 
less from Tonga, Mr. Foster left a servant on board as a hand. In a 
short time he had a difficulty with the cook, a Chinaman. The latter was 
fined $100 by the consul. I cannot believe the Department will.justify 
such action after reading Docs. F, No. 1 ; F, No. 2 ; F, No. 3 ; F, No. 4 ; 
F, No. 5; F, No. 6; F, No. 7; F, No. 8; and F, No. 9, inclosed. 

I shall ever esteem it my duty to send to the Department true reports 
of the condition of these people and the progress of the government. 

Having delivered the presents sent by the United States, and con- 
veyed to the Samoan rulers the expressions of friendship and sympathy 
embodied in my instructions, after reporting upon the country, I es- 
teemed my absulute duties at an end. 

The Samoan chiefs had waited nearly two years for my return. Their 
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confidence was unimpaired. They prayed that I should remain among 
them ; and, consequently, I accepted the position of "Premier'' on the 
14th day of July, 1875 ; since which time I have not had an opportunity 
of forwarding my resignation as an agent of tlie United States, 

I believe my acts will prove in the future for the honor and interests 
of the United States. America is a synonym of good to the Samoans. 
While there is a decided feeling of distrust felt toward the German and 
English, American ships and people are welcomed with joy and con- 
fidence. 

The government and people would gladly make any concessions to 
the United States for naval stations or coaling-depots; which, in no 
event, would be done to any other nation. 

The action of Commander Henry Erben, of the Tuscarora, and the 
officers, is deserving of the highest praise. They maintained the dignity 
of their country, won the approbation of the natives for their every 
act, and in leaving these islands the people felt that they had parted 
with true friends. 

A large and valuable collection could be made here for the Centennial, 
which would fairly represent the South Pacific Islands. Some of the 
finest specimens of the Samoans would gladly make the journey, but 
this coold only be done by the United States furnishing transportation 
and payment of expenses while in America ; the Samoan government 
at present could not incur such expenditure. 

A scientific corps sent to make a general survey, and to penetrate 
the interior, would receive every measure of assistance from Samoa, 
with such facilities as would enable the United States to aggregate a 
vast amount of useful knowledge, as well as the collection of material 
which would make a creditable museum. 

May I hope that an exposition of facta and a conscientious regard for 
duty will merit the approval of the Department. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STBINBERGER. 
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Muusuu, October 22, 1875. 
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Col. A. .TO. 5. — Messrs. Kuge, Heedemann & Co. to Steiuberger, relative to 

ioreijc; 

®^%, No. l.r-S. S. Foster, United States consul, to tbe Taimua, request- 
ing a recognition of himself by them, January 28, 1875. 

0, No. 2. — 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, respecting rent de- 
manded by J. M. Ooe, for land, March 18, 1875. 

O, No. 3. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inform- 
ing them of receipt of letter from Hon. Hamilton Fish^ March 24, 1875. 

C, No. 4. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, respect- 
ing various cases, John Lee, &c., March 26, 1875. 

C, No. 5. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informing 
them of the sitting of the naval court of inquiry, April 2, 1875. 

0, No. 6. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informing 
them that J. M. Coe demands $50 per month rent for land. May 1, 1875. 

C, No. 7. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inclos- 
ing copy of letter from J. M. Coe, regarding laud at Mulinue, May 17, 
1875. 

0, No. 8. — L. Foster to the Taimua, telling them of S. S. Foster's non- 
attendance on account of sickness, May 18, 1875. 

C, No. 9. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, request- 
ing them to take steps to punish the people who broke into William 
Henry's house. May 21, 1875. 

C, No. 10. — S. 8. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inform- 
ing them of the decision of the consular court against H. C Edwards, 
June i; 1875. 

C, No. 11. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, respect- 
ing the arresting of Alfred Smalley and John Johnson, September 13, 
1875. 

0, No. 12. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, making 
a protest against the government assuming power, September 25, 1875. 

C, No. 13. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, stating 
various cases of the arrest of Americans, September 25, 1875. 

0, No. 14. — Colonel Steinberger to S. 8. Foster, United States consul, 
in answer to his letter stating various grievances, &c., October 9, 1875. 

0, No. 15. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, ac- 
knowledging receipt of their dispatch, October 13, 1875. 

C, No. 16. — 8. 8* Foster, United 8tat.es consul, to the Samoan gov- 
ernment in reference to J. M. Ooe's claim on land at Mulinuu, October 
16, 1875. 

O, No. 17.-;-Steinberger to 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, stating 
that a land commission will bo appointed, &c., October 16, 1875. 

0, No. 18. — Tamasese to the premier stating that he and not Toom- 
altotoi is the owner or. the land at Mulinuu, October 18, 1875. 

0, No. 19. — Toomalotai to the Tuimua, stating that Mr. Coe has no 
control over a certain piece of land, October 19, 1875. 

D, No. 1. — 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger regard- 
ing an assault made on him and requesting the arrest of H. C. Edwards 
and J. P. VVoodworth, June 3, 1876. ^ 

D, No. 2. — Warrant from 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, for the 
arrest of H. C. Edwards, June 3, 1875. 

D, No. 3. — 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, asking 
their protection from fl. C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworth, June 3, 1875. 

D, No. 4. — 8. 8. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger, respect- 
ing H. C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworth, June 4, 1875. 

D, No. 6. — 8. 8. Fogter, United States consul, to the Taimua for the 
anest of J. P. Woodworth, July 6, 1875. 
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D, No. 6. — J. P. Woodworth's letter to the premier demanding trial, 
&c. 

D, 1^0. 7. — Proceedings of the trial of H. 0. Edwards for assault upon 
S. S. Foster, United States consul. 

B, No. 1. — S: S. Foster, United States consul, to the Talraua, inform- 
ing them of his appointing E. L. Hamilton vice-consul, January 9, 1875. 

E, No. 2. — Copy of report by D. S, Parker (appointed vice-consul) to 
the consul, &c., March 2, 1875. 

E, No. 3. — Copy of commission to D. S. Parker, from S. S. Foster, as 
vice-consul, March 2, 1875. 

E, No. 4. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua inform- 
ing them of his appointing J. M. Ooe vice-consul, October 11, 1875. 

" PEERLESS ^ PAPERS. 

F, No. 1. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Oapt. George Ham- 
ilton, September 20, 1875. 

F, No. 2. — Steinberger to S. S. Foster, United States consul, Septem- 
ber 21, 1875. 

F, No. 3.— S, S. Foster, United States consul, to Steinberger, Septem- 
ber 24, 1875. 

F, No. 4. — S. S, Foster to Capt. George Hamilton, September 24, 1875. 

F, No. 5. — Capt. George Hamilton to S. S. Foster, September 28, 1875. 

F, No. 6. — Eeceipt from S. S. Foster, United States consul, account 
with yacht Peerless. 

F, No. 7. — Letter from S. S. Foster, United States consul, to Capt. 
George Hamilton, September 29, 1875. 

F, No. 8. — Capt. George Hamilton to S. S. Foster, United States con- 
sul, September 30, 1875. 

F, No. 9. — Ciipt. George Hamilton to A. B. Steinberger, October 16, 1875. 

Maps. 

Gj No. 1. — Samoan group with organized districts and villages. 

G, No. 2. — Samoan seals with translation of mottoes. 

Until such time as a government press is established I shall esteeqi 
it my duty to furnish the Department copies of all important papers 
which might serve as data for the United States Government, perhaps 
rendering their judgment now and in the future more correct. 

In lauding upon these islands I was not unmindful ot the fact that I 
had a most delicate duty to perform. 

That I was an accredited agent of the United States Government 
without pay, as per instruction from State Department, December 11, 
1874: 

I^e expense attending this and yonr mission generally roust be borne by yourself, 
and will in no event be recognized as a proper charge against the Government. 

Therefore, I was at liberty tp associate with the natives and advise 
them of the kindly feeling of our Government toward them, as per in- 
structions of same date, '* impressing those in authority there with the 
lively interest which we take in their happiness and welfare.'' 

The presentation of arms was not esteemed of as great importance to 
them as the fact that I was returned to them ; the capacity in which I came 
was only to them an earnest of the lively interest which the United States 
took in their welfare ; but in no wise have the Samoan rulers or the 
people estimated my return as an attempt at annexation, protection, or 
having any i)olitical or national signification other than comity, good 
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Trill, and protection for American commerce, as well as a stimulus to 
future trade. 

I could not ignore a special injunction in the Department instructions 
of December 11, 1874: 

Its (Samoa) position, too, in the Pacific i^ commanding, and particularly important 
to us. 

I found upon arrival here that much of the foreign element domi- 
ciled upon the islands was opposed to a government ; but despite such 
hostility to the natives and the missionaries, the people had remained 
devoted to their promise to me, and after the lapse of nearly two years 
I found the chiefs congregated at Mnlinuu supporting the old laws 
which! had (in conjunction with the English consul) made for them. 
( Vide my report. Executive Document 45, page 48.) These laws were crude 
indeed, but adequate for the maintenance of peace, and the first step a 
necessary unification of the people, preliminary to the establishment of 
an organized and well-regulated government. 

The acquisition of the Fejii group of islands by the English govern- 
ment was consequent upon the internal dissensions of the people and 
the moneyed ambition of the white settlers. The Samoans came to un- 
derstand this, and were earnest in their efforts to consolidate and pre- 
43erve peace. 

My efibrts after arrival was to gain such real information as would 
best comport with instructions and benefit the people whom I came 
among, without assuming authority based upon presumptive desires of 
the Department. At the same time, a careful consideration of the in- 
terests of the natives, and the cultivation of a strong friendly feeling 
upon their part toward the United States, I esteemed to come within 
the spirit of my instructions. To better accomplish this I have rigidly 
adhered to the policy pursued by me during my first visit, and act up 
to the letter of my original instructions. State Department paper of 
March 29, 1873— 

In the course of your communication with the chiefs in the islands, you will cau- 
tion them against making grants of their lands to individual foreigners. 

( Vide my report. Executive Document 45, page 3U.) 
At this date I see no good reason to change the estimate I then 
placed upon foreign schemers for the acquisition of lands. If upon my 
return had I imbibed other views, and fraternized with the foreign ele- 
ment, my road would have been smoother, and my popularity with the 
foreigners great. The ''Polynesian Land Company" referred to has 
long since gone into liquidation ; their efforts to acquire land and the 
means of doing it by the agents of the company here were most iniquit- 
ous. To the senseless newspaper charges that I was connected with such 
a corporation my every act is a direct refutation. 1 notified CJhited 
States consul, Mr. S. S. Foster, the agent of this company, during the 
session of the " Tuscarora" court, that, in the interest of the Samoans, 
I would oppose the land claims of this delinquent company, which has 
resulted in a coalition between the United States consul and one J. M. 
Coe, former United States commercial agent, and other Americans 
against the Samoan government. Fortunately much of this property 
was bonded for a term of two years, the earnest-money being insignifi- 
cant, usually a gun, powder, and lead, and every effort thereby made to 
prolong a horrible war. 

Since the departure of the United States steamer Tuscarora I have 
paid much attention to the land-claims of individual foreigners. I find 
that during the war a native chief, who was at the head of a family and 
^controlled all family lands, would make deed of his property to a white 
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resident, tbat it might be protected against the opposite war-party, or 
during peace to prevent >some other member of his family selling it.. 
These were deeds of trust — a small sum of money paid witb the under- 
standing that the property was to be redeeded ; hence the credulity of 
the natives was imposed upon, and such property withheld. I am glad 
to report that of the many cases of such deeds of trust but few have been 
withheld. Generally the property has been redeeded upon payment of 
the original money advanced. Those cases, however, wherein the land 
has been withheld and the property claimed as being a *' bona-flde" sale, 
and the parties Americans were not brought before the "Tuscarora'^ 
court, noticeably the claim of J. M. Coe, for land at the seat of Govern- 
ment is one, (see Docs. 0, No. 2, 0, No. 6, O, No. 7, 0, No. 16, and 0, No. 
19,) the latter a letter from " Toomalotai,'' a high chief to the Taimua. 

When the " Tuscarora'^ court was in session, presuming that the claims^ 
of Americans would all be handed in for investigation, the native gov- 
ernment progressed in their own and the consular courts (German), 
with German claims. At the outset this was attended with great diffi- 
culty, as the German element in people, trade, and possessions are vastly 
superior to all other foreign elements combined. 

The house of J. Caesar Godeflfroy & Son, of Hamburg, now control 
the trade of the islands, as well as a great proportion of the trade of 
the South Pacific Ocean ; from three to fourteen large vessels are at all 
times anchored in the harbor of Apia taking in freight. The agent of 
this company is also the German consul. They have several large cotton- 
plantations worked by natives of the Gilbert, Ellice, Kingsmill, Caroline^ 
and other islands. The agents and overseers are cruel, and the laborers 
virtually slaves. The establishment of a government upon these islands^ 
the traditional independence of the people, and their own suffering from 
German aggression, was apt to produce discontent among the laborers- 
from other islands ; hence the treatment of German claims was a deli- 
cate task, wherein many elements were to be harmonized and great con- 
cessions to be made, and no people could have behaved more wisely or 
with greater patience than the Samoans. The success of the government 
in this direx is best made manifest by recent letter of the German con- 
sul, Doc. A, No. 9. 

The census of the islands for 1874 is shown by Doc. A, No. 1. Since 
the war the general health is improving and the native population in- 
creasing. This is in part owing to the adoption of more civilized for- 
eign customs and dress; everywhere is seen the evidence of an earnest 
disposition to progress. 

Doc. A, No. 2, shows the arrivals and departures of vessels at the 
port of Apia, from April 1 to October 18, 1875. This is as full a state- 
ment as can be given, as they are mainly German, and they are jealous 
of imparting information. The shipments are cotton and copra, the 
latter the dried fruit of the cocoa-nut, shipped to Europe, where the oil 
is expressed and the residue made into an oil-cake for cattle. Of the 
productiveness of the islands and future trade, I can scarcely add to 
my report of 1874, Ex. Doc. 45, 

In the draughting of laws great care has been taken to consult the 
interests of tlie foreign whites as well as the natives before enactment, 
and all laws which in their bearing most concern the whites are submit- 
ted to the consuls. Of such laws the license law, Doc. A, No. 3, is the 
one which has given rise to the hostility of evil-disposed people in the 
port of Apia. One-half of the occupied houses were grog-shops, broth- 
els, and open places of debauchery ; there are now but three licensed 
houses, the law is rigidly enforced, and the so called "pubUcans," with 
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(Copy.) 
A 3. — Copy of licetiee-lawa passed on July 26, 1875, and carried into effect on August 15, 1875. 

LIQUOR-LAW. 

Whereas the drinking of ardent spirits and other intoxicating liqnors and the law- 
less proceedings of nightly recurrence in the port of Apia is of great injury to the coun- 
try, subversive of morals, and destructive to our young people, as well as a disregard 
of public welfare and credit: Therefore, 

1. Be it decreed that on and after the 15th day of August we prohibit the selling of all 
intoxicating liquors,* brandy, whisky, gin, beer, wines, and other drinks by retail 
liquor-dealers, groggeries, and other places of general resort, whether openly or in se- 
cret, without special license from the government. 

2. Whoever shall be detected violating this law, he shall be fined fifty dollars ($50) 
for the first oU'ense and one hundred dollars ($100) for the second ollense, with im- 
prisonment for the term of three (3) months, or labor upon the public roads or works, at 
the option of the judge. 

3. AH houses retailing drinks by the glass shall be closed at the hour of ten (10) p. 
m., each night, and that on and after the 15th of August a gun will be fired at 
Matautu Point at the hour above named, and a guard patrol the streets to close such 
houses. 

4. On Saturday night all liquor-selling houses s'lall be closed at seven (7) p. m. and 
remain closed until six (6) a. m. Monday morning. 

5. Drunkenness and all riotous proceedings in licensed houses will be punished by a 
fine levied upon the proprietor of such house of twenty dullars ($20) for each such of- 
fense. 

6. Any house licensed for selling liquors violating these laws shall have their licenses 
broken, and all orderly people are invited to inform the authorities of such violation. 

7. For each house selling above-mentioned liquors, the proprietor shall pay to the 
government a yearly license of not less than two hundred dollars, ($200,) payable every 
quarter in advance, but each house may compete by auction for licenses, the highest 
bidder in Matautu receiving a license, others to receive licenses at the rate of the high- 
est bidder in each town, the same in Apia and Matafelo, but no bids accepted under 
two hundred dollars ($200) per annum. 

8. The same law to govern each and every retail seller of liquor or public houses in 
every part of Samoa. 

9. The bids will be openly received at the government bouse, at Mulinuu, at 12 m. 
on Friday, the 13th of Auij^ust, and licenses given in accordance with above laws. 

^ Amendment made on the 30th July on the section 4 : 

On Saturday nights all liquor-selling houses shall be closed at 10.30 p. m., and re- 
main closed until op. m. Monday morning. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the law as taken from the gov- 
ernment records. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the govern- 
ment of Samoa, this 18th day of October, A. D., 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Seofieiarii, 



Duty 'law, 

A 4. — Copy of the duty-law passed on the 2Ath of August^ 1875, and carried into effect on 

the — ^ August J 1875. 

Whereas the importation of spirituous or alcoholic liquors are pernicious to society, 
destructive to the morals and health of our people ; and 

Whereas it is a source of profit to the importer as well as the vendor : Therefore, 

Be it enacted and decreed, That on and after the twenty-fifth (25th) day of August, 
1875, there will be levied, collected, and paid upon all distilled spirits, cordials, and 
liquors, an import duty of— 

1st. Five ($5) dollars on each and every case of gin, no case to contain more than 
fifteen (15) bottles of not more than a quart each. 

2d. Four ($4) dollars on each and every case of brandy containing not more than 
twelve (12) bottles. 

3d. Five ($5) dollars on each and every case of twelve (12) bottles of American, 
Irish, and Scotch whisky. 

4th. One ($1.50) dollar and fifty cents per gallon upon all spirits in kegs, casks, bar- 
rels, or other vessels, not heretofore specified, brandy, cordials, whisk^^, ruin, giuy 
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Arrack, liquors, bitters, alcohol, spirits of wine, and all other spiritaous liquors of every 
description or whatever name. 

5th. It shall be the duty of the collector to make estimate of the number of gallons 
in packages of bitters, cordials, liquors, and other spirits not provided for in sections 
one, (1,) two, (2,) and three, (3.) 

6th. Duties on the above-mentioned goods shall be paid or secured to be paid before 
a permit shall be granted for landing or transohipping them. 

7th. Every bond entered into for payment of duties by a member of a firm or agent 
in the name of such firm shall bind the other member or members of such firms equally 
with the party who shall have executed such bond. 

8th. No clerk or hired person in the employment of another shall become surety to 
any bond to which his employer is a party. 

9th. It shall be the duty of the collector to affix a government stamp upon every 
case, cask, or barrel of spirits upon payment of duties on making bond. 

10th. The ports ot entry in the kingdom for foreign vessels for the landing of above- 
mentioned articles shall be Apia, in Upolu ; Leone, in Tutuil&; and Matautu, in Savaii. 
This, however, not to apply to coasters having liquor on board, duty paid, at either of 
these port«. 

11th. It shall be the duty of the collector of the port of Apia to appoint agents and 
inspectors in the ports of Leone and Matautu. 

« 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the law as taken from the govern- 
ment records. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the government of 
Samoa, this 22d day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary, 



A 5. — Letter from the members of tlie London Misaionarif Society in Samoa^ in answer to 
Colonel Steitibergei-'s to them requesting their ideas on different government matters. June 12, 
1875. 

€amoa, June 12, 1875. 

Colonel A. B Steinberger, 

• United States Commissioner to Samoa : 

Dear sir : With reference to your letter of May 5, 1875, addressed to the members of 
the London Missionary Society residing in Samoa, we beg to say we cannot give you an 
official reply upon the points which you mention until a general meeting of our mission 
be held ; but believing that yon will wish to act on some of the points on which you 
ask our opinion before such a meeting can be held, we take upon ourselves the respon- 
sibility of presenting at once a non-official reply, which embodies the views of those of 
us whose names are undersigned.' We feel that the duties and responsibilities which 
you have assumed by accepting, at the request of the Samoans, the task of establishing 
a permanent government for this group of islands are extremely onerous. 

We pray that you may be able to establish and carry out such institutions and laws 
as shall permanently benefit the Samoan people and develop the resources of their 
country. We also assure you that we shall ever be ready in the future, as we have 
been in the past, to aid the Government in any way in which our help may be required 
so far as such aid may be consistent with the position we occupy as ministers of the 
Gospel and with the principles we hold, viz : 

A FREE CHURCH IX A FREE STATE. 

We notice, seriatim, the points mentioned in your letter, and give our opinions and 
wishes on each. 

1. One of us will endeavor, for a time at least, to act as interpreter between yourself 
and the Samoan members of the government at all the important meetings, provided 
due notice be given to us so that we may make our other engagements fit in. 

2. With regard to your request for the use of our printing-office, press, type, &c., we 
are prepared to make two proposals to our mission : (a) That we sell to the govern- 
ment, at a moderate price, the site, building, and entire stock, if the government be 
prepared to purchase the whole ; or (6) that we allow the government to use the 
office and materials for printing such documents as may be wanted immediately, pro- 
vided that the government finds and pays for all the labor, and meets all expenses or 
damages to our mission-property ; provided, also, that the government takes the entire 
responsibility upon itself as to the execution of the work, &c. 

3. (a) For national coat-of-arms, we would suggest shield-argent, with Bible, and 
star-azure, (Savaii, Mauono, Upolu, Tutuila, and Manna — signified by the five rays.) 

If a crown be adopted, perhaps it would be best plain, and with a cocoa-palm as 
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crest. Scroll with motto, " E faatamanina le Malo i le Amiotooii/' (the kingdom is 
established or cootinned by righteousnees.) Supporters, the two birds peculiar to the 
group, a manuma (Didmiculos strigirostris,) and a puna^,(Parendia8te8 Paciiicus.) 

If more be required to £111 in, in place of drapery, two cocoa-nut palms with fall 
drooping foliage at back of shield and crown. (6) For King's private seal, shield>ar- 
gent, with Bible, and star-azure, (the national symbol as rounder of the monarchy.) 
Scroll with motto, ** Olan Afioga, a 16u malamalaroalea,'' (Thy word is my light.) (c) 
If it be deemed advisable to establish a Royal Order, we would suggest that one na- 
ttonaZ order should be found by the King instead of one of Malietoa^ the objection 
to which (and we think it a strong one) is that it would not serve for another family. 
The order we would prefer would oe, say, ** The order of the Tupu of Samoa/' To this 
l^t the natioual eoat-of-arms be attached. 

4. We shall be happy to give cm moral snpport to any laws which aim at regulating 
and, as far as possible, suppressing the sale of spirituous liquors. The amount you 
name as duty on gin, and for licenses, we think would not be too much. 

We would call attention to the fact that great mischief arises from the sale of spiiits 
by traders in various parts of the group ; some carry it on board their vessels as regu- 
lar '^ trade." We think all such vendors should be required to have licenses. 

We shall be glad to hear that you succeed in getting grog-shops closed at 6 p. m., on 
Saturday, as \ou propose, and with the other business houses all day ou Sunday. 

5. We would also heartily support the most rigid measures to suppress prostitution, 
and would approve of the Hawaiian law which prohibits women belonging to other 
villages from Jiving in the neighborhood of a port for purposes of prostitution. 

6. We have already acted ou your suggestion, and have advised the King to adopt, 
as fast as he can, a style of dress becoming his position ; to try and obtain from the 
government a house in which he could live with his family in a style suitable to the 
King of the entire group. He received our advice in good part, and promised at once 
to attend to it. 

7. We have considered your proposal that a member of our mission should be on the 
commission to investigate the condition, &c., of the imported laborers on the German 
plantations. We shall be most happy to do all in our power to aid in such an investi- 
gation as that now proposed ; but it is our opinion that we shall best do this by one of -onr 
number attending as an extra member of the commission, without a vote. In such a 
position a missionary could see that the complaints of the laborers are properly trans- 
lated and explained to the commission, and in many ways facilitate to investigation, 

Mr. Whitmer will be prepared to join the comniission, which is about to investigate 
the complaints of the laborers at Mulifanna in such a capacity. 

8. The marriage question is not included in the subjects mentioned in your letter; 
but in conversation you expressed a wish to have our opinion ou this also. We desire, 
(a) That .since marriage has, in many instances, been extremely lax in the past, the 
government should demand the registration of all couples living together as man and 
wife, who have not bee.n registered and married under tlie present law. 

We would suggest that a date be iixed within which snch registration must be made, 
and that the registration fee be very small, so that none may have the excuse of 
inability to procure the money wherewith to pay it. 

(b.) As we fear the registration under the present law has not been systematically 
performed, that a revision of the registrations be made, and the whole coUeured into a 
proper book by a registrar-general. 

(c.) That the present marriage regulations (or similar revised regulations) be strictly 
carried out; and especially that none be permitted to tamper with the law under the 
pretense of ** religious liberty." We know of a recent case in which the Roman 
Catholic bishop forbade a woman to live with her husband (to whom she had been 
married according to the law by a Protestant native minister) unless he submitted to 
baptism from a Roman Catholic, priest, and to be remarried according to Roman 
Catholic rites. 

We know of another case in which a Roman Catholic priest oifertd to release a man 
from his marriage according to Protestant forms, and remarry him to another woman, 
on condition of his turning Papist. 
Reciprocating all your kindly expressions, 
We remain, dear sir, sincerely yours, 

S. J. WHITMER. 
GEORGE TURNER. 
HENRY NISBET. 
GEO. A. TURNER. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1S75. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretari/ to the T^iimva, 
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A 6. — Copy of letter of imtructions from the Premier to the respective govemorSj Sep- 
' temher 16. 1875. 

GrOVERNMBNT HOU6E, 

MuLiNUU, September 16, 1875. 
To His Excellency Tuala Tausului, 

Governor of Itu Tane Savaii : 

Sir : Herewith find inclosed yonr commission, signed and sealed, as chief executive 
of the district of the Itn o Tane, island of Savaii. 

Ton will find also inclosed, sealed and signed, commissions to Taailemapia Saisau 
and Foaimea, jadges of your district, which you will at once deliver. 

Each officer thns commissioned will, upon receipt of above-named documents, subr 
scribe to the usual oath to support the constitution, the laws, and His Majesty the 
King of Samoa, the oath to be administered by some judge or magistrate. 

Yourself and the two appointed judges will constitute a high court for all cases 
beyond the jurisdiction of the magistrates of subdistricts. 

The high court will at once appoint four magistrates for the district of the Itu- 
o-Fane, so located as will best divide the area and population. 

Yon will, with the appointed judges, fix the dividing line in your district between 
the jurisdiction of the two judges. 

You are commanded to co-operate with the governors and judges of the Faasale- 
leaga and the Itu o Fatine, and use your joint efforts to fix the boundary-line between 
your respective districts, and report the result to the government at Malinuu, with all 
the coast points and general direction of lines, so far as can be done in the absence of 
regular surveys. 

The jurisdiction of the magistrates of the subdistricts shall not extend to cases in- 
volving more than $100. 

The chief judges, at discretion or upon demand of a prisoner arrested for murder, 
arson, treason, or other grave offenses, shall grant a jury-trial. 

Such laws, rules, and regulations as now exist in the Itu o Tane, shall be in full 
force until such laws are made and old ones repealed. 

Copies of all laws will be furnished your excellency for general promulgation. 

You will instruct the judges and the magistrates that in all trials the parties to the 
action must obligate themselves to pay the costs of trial, (loser paying costs,) and such 
costs to be at the option of the judge or magistrate. 

The governor is to exercise a general supervision of his district, of judges, magis- 
trates, policemen, and all other officers. 

You will appoint policemen, sheriffs, and such other employes as the public service 
may require and your judgment approve. 

In this connection you are especially enjoined to prevent arbitrary arrests or any 
illegal and disorderly conduct upon the part of the policemen. 

No arrests can be made without an oi:der from a magistrate, except in extreme cases, 
where life and public property are in peril. 

Yon will exercise especial vigilance to see that private rights are respected, as much 
of the complaint, and justly so, of foreigners, comes from the fact that native officers, 
new to their position, are apt to assume powers which do not exist by law. 

Yon will, as soon as possible, have forwarded to the government at Mnlinnti a true 
state of affaira in yonr district, with full accounts from 'the treasurer of money on hand 
and money due. Such statements will be required every quarter. 

The chief judges will cause regular statements of moneys received and expended, 
with balances, to be furnished the treasurer every quarter. 

No taxes will be imposed upon the people within your jurisdiction except by the 
general government at Mulinnfi. 

Laws as made and passed by Parliament will .be forwarded you ; also full and com- 
plete instructions accompanying for yonr guidance. 

Any attempt to make local laws in opposition to acts of Parliament will be viewed 
as sedition and insurrectionary in spirit. 

The compensation for all officers will be fixed by law, of which you will be officially 
notified. 

Holding one of the most important positions under the government, it is expected 
that yon will use diligence and dignity in the exercise of your high duties, and every 
act be governed by an integrity of purpose and rectitude of action, that yon will pre- 
serve such a general deportment as will befit the government of the Itn o Tane. 

With prayers for a wise and successful administration of your affairs, 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

STEINBERGER. 
Premier, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[8KAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 
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A 7. — Eecognition by the Hawaiian government of the Samoan Kingdom^ July 16, 1875. 

To THE Taimua of Samoa — Tagaloay Fiiataga^ Mataafa^ Lemana, Faupau, FaaiuonOf 
Letufuga, Mautautia, Miaaj Samoa, Taia, Aufai^ Aaiata, Lavea^ Tia : 

Greeting: I, Ealakana, King of the Hawaiian Islands, having duly weighed and 
considered yonr request dated March 19 last, addressed to me, to be acknowledged as a 
nation among the nations of the earth, do now, with sentiments of great affection 
and respect for the government and people of Samoa, hereby acknowledge the said 
government and people of Samoa ; and I now solemnly place my hand and the seal of 
my kingdom to this acknowledgment, and I pray that God may long preserve them 
among the nations of the earth. 

Done at lolani Palace, Honolulu, Oahu, the 16th day of July, 1875, and the second 
year of our reign. 

KALAKAUA, K. 
By the King : 

W. L. GREEN, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the origiual. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



A. 8. — Letter from the King Malietoa I to President Grant, October 19, 1875. 

King's Palacm, 
Mulinuu, October 19, 1875. 

To your Highness, President of the United States of America, greeting : 

I now write to your Excellency, so as to give you some ideas of our government in 
Samoa. 

Mulinnti is the capital of Samoa ; the laws of our government are established there. 

We have formed two houses, the house of lords (Taimua) and the house of com- 
mons, (Faipule.) These two houses make all the laws for Samoa. 

We have appointed for our various districts governors, judges, magistrates, and 
other officers. 

I, and all the chiefs and people, are very pleased with the laws, because by the laws 
we know what is bad. It is not good if people are let have their own way in badness. 

We are very thankful that Colonel Steinberger, the premier, has arrived here ; it is 
like the love of God to our countrj-. Our wish is still to have this gentleman with us, 
because these people are so obstinate. Now the darkness is passing, the sun is rising, 
and the people are getting clearly to understand laws. 

We are very pleased with this wise and kind-hearted gentleman. The Samoans 
sympathize with him on account of his very hard work. He has no rest from teaching 
us all things, so that we might all become wise. 

There is another thing I want to mention to your highness. 

There are a number of white men from different countries who have lived in Samoa 
for many years, who are spreading ba^ reports against the Samoan government and 
the premier. Some white men are angry because the premier has not given them any 
offices. Notwithstanding their hinderance, slander, and spreading reports against this 
gentleman, we pay no heed or attention to them. 

This is my desire, that I will communicate to you, the President of the United 
States, and Congress, that Colonel Steinberger, the premier, remain in our country 
until his death, and that you will respect his work of love to the Samoan government, 
and that this country may still prosper, and that all the great nations may protect it. 

This is all my letter to your Excellency, the Highest Chief. 

May God Almighty make you prosper. 
I am, 

MALIETOA L 
« 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true translation of the original. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 30th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

Secretary and Interpreter to the Taimua, 
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A ^.—Alfred L, Poppe, acting German consul, to Coh A, B, SteinhergeTf premier of the 

kingdom f commending the actions of the Samoan government, 

German Consulate, 
Apia, October 21, 1875. 

Sir : In reply to your note of 18th instant, I take great pleasure in stating that of late 
I have noticed a decided improvement in the dispatch and settlement of complaints 
of German subjects brought by me before Samoan judges. 

The action of the government in this and other matters is deserving of my best com- 
mendation, which I take this opportunity to offer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

ALFRED L. POPPE, 

Acting German Consul. 
Hon. Colonel Steinberger, 

Premier J Taimua of Samoa, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 27th 
day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



B 1. — Colonel Steinberger^ premier of the kingdoMf to the three foreign consuls, and Messrs, 
Ruge Heidemann ^ Co., of Apia, in reference to chmoe of a pilot. 

Government House, 
Mulinuu, July 31, 1875. 

Gentlemen : As it is the purpose of the Government to appoint a pilot for the har- 
bor and port of Apia, will you be pleased to signify your desire as to the proper party and 
capabilities T 

The government is pleased to consult the wishes and views of those most interested 
in this as well as other matters concerning the interests of foreigners. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

STEINBERGER, 

Premier. 
Hon. Alfred L. Poppe, 

Acting German Consul. 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. S. T. Williams, 

M. B. M. Acting Consul. 
Messrs. Rugs Heidemann & Co. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 27th 
day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



B 2. — Alfred L. Poppe, Acting German Consul, to Colonel Steinberger in r^erenee to the 

choice of a pilot, 

German Consulate, 
Apia, August 21, 1875. 

Sir : I herewith beg to return the papers about the pilot for the harbor and post of 
Apia, on which you have done me the honor to consult me. 

I quite agree with the views contained in Mr. Hamilton's letter, and strongly recom- 
mend him to be continued in his employment, which he has fulfilled for so many years 
to the entire satisfaction of everybody concerned in the shipping-trade of this port. 
Tour obedient servant, 

ALFRED L. POPPE, 
Acting German Consul, 
Hon. Colonel Steinberger, 

Premier of the Samoan Kingdom, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Sa- 
moa this 27th day of Oetober, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WHXIAMS, 

Secretary of the Taimua, 

H. Ex. 161 7 
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B 3.-^5. S. FoBteTf United States consulf to Colonel Steinberger, in reference to the choice of 

a pilot 

United States Coksulate, 

ApiUf August 21, 1875. 

Sir : Yoar favor of the SUt ultimo did not reaoh me uutil after your departure for 
Tutuila. 

In regard to ray choice who is the proper ** party for pilot for the harbor and 
port of Apia," I would answer, I have no individual preference, and I feel certain that 
yoQ will act solely for the public good. 

I believe there are three persons well qualified to act as harbor-master and pilot, 
viz, E. L. Hamilton, the present incumbent, J. M. Coe, esq., and Capt. George Ham- 
ilton. 

I have no doubt that the public at large would be satisfied with either of these gen- 
tlemen, provided no one of them entered into a commercial business, so as to give them 
an undue advantage over other merchants and traders by boarding a vessel first and 
securing the most salable parts of every cargo coming In. 
I nave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

Premier of the Sainoan Kingdom, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Sa- 
moa this 27th day of October, A. D. Iti75. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



B 4. — 8. T. WiUiamSj Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul^ to Colonel Stdnberger^ in ref- 

erence to the choice of a pilot, 

British Consulate, 

Apiaj August 3, 1875. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 31st ultimo, re- 
questing me to name the person I desire as pilot of this port, and his capabilities. 

In reply, I am unable to state the capabilities of any person, but I would propose 
that candidates send in their applications, and that a board selected by the Samoan 
government decide on the person most fitted for that capacity. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. T. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

FremieTy Mulinuu. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the origioal. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Sa- 
moa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimna. 



B 5. — Measrs. Huge Heidemann ^ Co, to Colonel Steinberger, in reference to the choice cf 

a pilot, 

Matautu, August 2, 1875. 
To the Samoan Government, Mulinuu : i 

Gentlemen : In reply to your favor of the 31st of last month, it is our opinion that 
Mr. E. L. Hamilton of this place, by the long experience he has had, would be the 
most capable and best pilot of Apia harbor. 

Allow me to remain, gentlemen, yours, very truly, 

pp. EUGE HEIDEMANN & CO. 
C. JULIUS NEIBHUR. 
F. HUGO HEIDEMANN. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is b true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereuuto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 
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G 1.— 5. 5. Foster, United States consulf to the Taimua, requesting a recognition of himself 

from them. 

United States Consulate, 

Apiaj January 28, lt^5. 
lo the Taimua of Samoa, greeting : 

I have removed from Matanta to Matafele, where the basiness of the Uuited States 
consalate will be done in future. 

I would thank the high chiefs of the Taimua to send rae the letter for the Great 
Chief in America, that I can send it to him to show the day I was officially recognized 
as the United States consul by the Taimua composing the government of Samoa. 
I am, truly, yours, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul* 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kihgdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Se-cretary of the Taimua.' 



C 2.— S. 8. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, respecting rent demanded hy J. M, 

Coe for land. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 18, 1875. 
To the Taimua and Rulers of Samoa : 

I send to your lordships, by the request of Mr. J. M. Coe, a letter in regard to some 
rents of lands claimed by him on Mnlinuu Point. 
Your lordships can send me an answer that you have received Mr. Coe's letter. 
May yonr lordships live. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 

C 3. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informirtg theAi of receipt of letter from 

Hon. Hamilton Fish. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 24, 1875. 
To the Taimua of the Samoan government : 

Chiefs : This is my letter to your excellencies. I wish to inform you that I received 
a letter from the honorable Hamilton Fish, Chief Secretary of the American Govern- 
ment, directed to J. M. Coe, esq., late United States commercial agent, in answer to his 
letter in Angust, 1874. 

I hereby send a true copy of that letter so that your excellencies may know what has 
been written to Mr. Coe. 
May yonr excellencies have health. 
I am, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 

I hereby certfy that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27th day of October, 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



Copy of letter from the honorable Hamilton Fish to J. M. Coe in regard to Colonel Stein- 

herger. 

Department of State, 

Washington, November 14, 1874. 
Jonas M. Coe, Esq., 

Late Commercial Agent of the United States, Apia : 

Sir : Yonr dispatch of the 28th of August last. No. 53, has been received. 
In reply, I have to state that Col. A. B. Steinberger was appointed a special agent to 
inquire into and report upon the condition and resources of the Samoan Islands. 
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He was not authorized to make any treaty with the aathorities of those islands or 
in any way to pledge this GoYernment for the protection of that gronp. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient serTant, 

HAMILTON FISH. 

I hereby certify the above writing is a true copy of the original. 
March 24, A. D. 1875. 

8. 8. FOSTEE, 
United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the copy furnished by 8. 8. Foster, 
United States consul. 
October 27, A. D. 1875. 

[8EAI.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, f ' 

Secretary to the Tamua. 



C 4. — 5. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, respecting various cases, John Lee, ^-c. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 26, 1875. 
To the Taimua of the Samoan government : 

Chiefs : I send to your excellencies 4 dollars taxes, being for myself and oldest boys, 
and one servant from Tutuila, that is living with me. 

I will make out a list of the fines that I wish yon to pay into this office. Some of them 
have already been paid in to yonr Samoan Judges, and the money kept from the Amer> 
icans that it belongs to. 

I shall call on you to look into that case of Mr. Lee, the cooper at Aliepata ; for the 
persons that tied up his youn^ men and kept them prisoners must be punished. 

I will make these cases all known to you as soon as yonr new government has got 
through collecting the taxes and adopted the new constitution . 
May your excellencies all have healtb. 
I am, 

8. 8. FOSTEB, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I bave hereunto set my name and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27 tb day of October, A. D. 1875. 

tSEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



C 5. — S, S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inform'mg them of the sitting of tht 

naval court of inquiry. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, April 2, 1875. 
To tbe Taimua of the Samoan government : 

Chiefs: I have to inform your excellencies that a court will meet at my office 
April 3, at 10 o'clock a. m., to decide all cases in dispute i in regard to claims of 
American citizens against Samoans, and that the title to the land at Mnlinnu in dis- 
pute between you and J. M. Coe will be tried first. 

I hope your excellencies will be present with your witnesses to prove your right to 
tbe land. 
May your excellencies live. 
I am, 

S. 8. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that tbe foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27th day of October, A. D 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 
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C 6.—^. S» Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua^ ii^orming them that J. M, Coe 

demands (50 rent per month for his land. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, May 1, 1875. 
To the Taim UA of the Samoan government : 

Tour Excellencies : I have been requested by J. M. Coe, esq., to notify yon offi- 
cially through this office that he demands of your excellencies, the Taimua of the 
Samoan govemmeDt, the sam of fifty dollars ($50) per month, for rent of the land 
"Son!" that he parchased from Toomalatai on the nrst day of Jane, 1874, the rent to 
commence this day, May 1, 1875. 
May your excellencies have health. 
1 am, 

S. S. FOSTEB, 
Untied States ConsuL 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27th day uf October, A. D. 1B75. 
[fiEAL.1 THOMAS WILLUM WILLUM8, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



C 7. — S. S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, inclosing copy of letter from J, M. 

Coe, regarding land at Mulinuu, 

• United States Consulate, 

Apia, May 17, J 875. 
The Taimua of the Samoan government : 

Your Excellencies : I addressed a note to the Taimua on the first day of May, 
according to the request of Mr. Coe. 

On the 15th of this month I received another letter from that gentleman, a copy of 
which is here inclosed, that has, according to law, to go through this office. 

Official courtesy at least requires from you an answer whether you have received it. 
I do not ask for your comment on it. 
May your excellencies have health. 
I am, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



J. M. Coe to S. S, Foster, United States consul, requesting payment of rent from the Samoan 

government for using his land, 

Matautu, Apia, May 15, 1875. 
S. S. Foster, Esq., 

United States Consul, Apia : 

Sir : I have the honor again to communicate with you relative to my letter under 
date May 1, 1875, wherein I respectfully requested you to notify the Taimua of the 
government of Samoa at Mulintiu that I now require them to pay rent from the afore- 
said date, at the rate of (50 per month, for the occupation of my land known as "Soni." 
Will you kindly inform me if you have notified the Samoan government of the same, 
and what is their reply Y 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JONAS M. COE. 

I hereby certify the- above to be a true copy of the original in my possession. 

S. S. FOSTEB, 

United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the copy furnished by S. S. Fos- 
ter. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 
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C 8. — L, Foster to the Taimua^ telling them of 8. S* Foster^a nori'attendanoe on account of 

sickneaa. 

May 18, 1875. 

Gentlemen : This is my letter to your excellencies to iaforra yoa that Mr. Foster is 
unable, through sickness, to go to Malinun bye and bye. 
May your excellencies prosper, 
lam, 

LUCIA FOSTER. 

To the Fourteen Taimua op Samoa. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa, this 27th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



9. — S. S. Foster, United States consul^ to tJie Taimua, requesting them to take steps to pun- 
ish the people who broke into Wm, Henrys house. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, May 21, 1875. 

Your Excellencies : I have been informed by Wm. Henry that his honse was 
broken open Monday night, May 17, and eight bottles of liquor and $4 cash was 
taken ; and that he suspects William Barron and John Bruce, two colored men, for the 
theft, as one of your police-officers, Toga by name, saw these two men carrying off 
liquor that night. 

As you have now a good government, it is your business to look into this affair and 
punish the offenders. 
May your excellencies have health. 
I am, 

S. 8. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
To the Taimua, of the Samoan Government. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my band and the seal of the kingdov of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



C 10.— /S^. S, Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, informing them of the decision of the 

court against H, C. Edwards, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, June 1, 1875. 

To the Taimua of the Samoan Government: 

Tour Excellencies : I have the honor to inform you that at a trial held this day> 
by the United States consular court, that a man called Henry C. Edwards, that formerly 
kept a drin king-saloon opposite the store of Mr. D. S. Parker, was fined for contempt 
of court, and the following resolution was passed unanimously : 

" It is also our opinion tnat the reports set in circulation by said Edwards, owing to 
his not appearing to substantiate the same, are mere idle fabrications, and, as such, 
should be regarded unworthy of belief." 

This man is therefore guilty of slander, and my wish, therefore, is to you that yon 
do not permit him to leave the island until this fine is paid, and that you also warn all 
Samoaus that there is no believing anything he says. 
May your excellencies have health. 
I am, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and tbe seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 27th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



I 
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C ll.^S, S. Foster, United States oonsulf to the Taimua, respecting the arnsting of Alfred 

Smalley and John Johnson. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, September 13, 1875. 
To the Taimua : 

Tour Excellencies : I wish to call your attention to another outrage committed on 
two American citizens on Snnday last, September 12th, at the town or near Lalovis, on 
the land of Mr. A. Craig, and in his presence and that of his wife. 

Alfred Smalley was stopped, and prevented going farther until night, and an attempt 
was made to pat him in irons, as usaal in these arbitrary arrests ; he resisted and pre- 
vented them; however, he and his crew were detained, and thas lost the carrying of 
a passenger. 

John Johnson' had jast arrived home after his first illegal arrest and sending here» 
and was again arrested and pat in irons, although he showed my paper, with the seal 
of the United States, for his protection. 

I have had many complaints, which I have placed on record, waiting until your 
excellencies had completed the laws that I have understood you were making ; but 
these continual outrages on the rights of American citizens are intolerable and no 
longer to be borne ; and I wish these two cases of Alfred Smalley and John Johnson 
to be brought forward immediately, as leniency or longer delay only has the effect to 
induce fresh outrages. 

I claim damages as well as punishment agalnt the Samoan native Tapnvae and all 
concerned in making arrests of these persons. 

For preventing A. Smalley from proceeding on his journey, and thus stopping boat 
and crew and losing a passenger. For twice putting John Johnson in irons, and dis- 
regarding the protection of the United States, as shown by him. 

I shall also, in a short time, present your excellencies with a list of cases for adjudi- 
cation that has been already too long delayed, and which I shall not pass over in 
silence, especially that of Mr. John Lee, of Aliepata, which your excellencies have 
already had cognizance of and failed to bring the offenders to justice. 

May your excellencies have long life. 
I am, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
1 have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa, this 27th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



C 12. — S, S. Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, making a protest against the gov- 
ernment assuming power. 

United States Consulate, 
Apia, September 25, lb75. 

To the Taimua of the Samoan Government^ greeting : 

I hereby make kpown to your excellencies that I, Samuel S. Foster, consul of the 
Unit>ed States for Samoa and the Friendly Islands, do make this my solemn protest 
against your assumption of power, interfering with the rights and privileges of this 
consulate, in absence of any treaty with the United States, m arresting American citi- 
zens and trying them without bringing them before me. 

And I do further enter my solemn protest against your interference with the rights 
and privileges conferred on me by my Government for trials of offenses and misde- 
meanors committed by officers and seaman on board of American vessels. 

And that I hold you responsible in damages for all wrong committed and defiance 
set to the laws of the United States, as given me for my guidance and support. 

Given under my hand and seal of this consulate, at Apia, this 25th dav of September, 
A. D. 1875. 

[official seal.] S. S. foster, 

United States ConsuK 

I hereby certify that the fiirogoing is a true copy ot the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my band and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 27tb dav of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary io the Taimua. 
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8. S. Foster, United States consul, to ilks Taimua, stating various oases of the arrest of Ameri" 

cans. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, September 25, 1875. 

Your Excellencies : I wish to call to year attention certain abuses and arbitrary 
assaalts and assumption of power by some of your Samoan officials, not warranted by 
your own laws or recognized by the foreign consuls, and especially where it eoncems 
American citfzens. 

I have waited a long time, as announced to you before, and especially of my letter 
of the 13th instant, in the arrest of Alfred Smalley and second arrest of John Johnson, 
thinking you w ere making new laws and would soon remedy these abuses, but this 
delay, instead of correcting or stopping these constant recurring violations of the 
rights of American citizens, only induces fresh aggravations. 

I wish now for your excellencies to remedy these abuses and forbid their recurrence 
in future ; and that you may act knowingly in the matter I will state some of them, 
some of which you have already had cognizance of and passed over in silence, especially 
the case of John Lee, of Aliepata. The parties in this outrage must be punished and 
Mr. Lee indemnified for his time and losses. 

There was a William Williams, American, ordered off of his land without judgment 
or warning or giving me notice. 

The wile of Robert Wright, American, was arrested and fined without bringing 
before me. 

On September 10th comes another complaint ; a John Johnson, American, was illegally 
arrested at Lalovi and put in irons. 

September 11th comes another complaint from Tntuila under the new^ form of gov- 
ernment. The wife of John Rees was arrested and fined, and the consular officer sta- 
tioned there forbid to interfere. 

Again, September 12th, at the same town of Lalovi, two Americans, Afred Smalley 
and John Johnson, were illeg[ally arrested. 

John Johnson had only arrived at his home on Sunday, and had not time to go into 
his house when he was again arrested, and, according to the usual Samoan cnstom, 
put in irons, although he showed a paper from me with the seal of the United States 
promising him protection according to law. 

Your excellencies have not compelled the chief to fulfill his obligations that Mr. 
Williams, the British consul, and myself wrote to you about, or answered our letter, 
neither have you compelled the fines to be pai4 passed upon by your own judges before 
Mr. Coe. 

It is not only my wish to call your attention to this long list of grievances still un- 
redressed, but to state for your future guidance, so far as it concerns American citizens, 
the position you occupy in relation to them and the American Government through 
their only legal and recognized commissioned representative of the United States known 
here, the United States consul. 

I am instructed and fully empowered by laws of the United States to have exclusive 
jurisdiction over American citizens residing on these islands, both in civil and crimi- 
nal cases, and from which there is no appeal, and I shall continue to protect the rights 
and interests of American citizens according to these instructions and the laws or the 
United States so far as they may be applicable to the case, and if there is no law to 
suit the case, then, in justice and equity and the right of the matter. 

Until I am officially informed by my Government that they have recognized you as 
one of the civilized nations of the earth and negotiated a treaty with you defining 
your powers and jurisdiction, and manner of procedure in trials where citizens of the 
United States are concerned, the status of American citizens will remain the same on 
these islands under the new government as it did under the old or the chieftainship. 

In future, any arrests of American citizens or their wives or children, or trials or 
Judgments contrary to the laws of the United States, as herein prescribed, are null and 
void and will not be recognized by me, and on this basis, as before, my official inter- 
course will be conducted by me with your government. 

I would farther ask, in order to lay before my Government at as early a date as 
possible, whether it is in your intention to remedy these abuses again brought to your 
notice, as yon done formerly under the old laws? 

Whether it is your intention, when called upon by the American consul, to arrest a 
criminal that has violated the laws of the United States? 

Whether it is your intention to give aid and assistance when called upon by the 
American consul to carry into execution the decisions of a consular court ? 

Whether it is your intention to arrest deserters from American vessels when called 
upon by the American consul, he defraying the expense of the same ? 

I wish a categorical answer to the above questions at your earliest convenience, as 
my Government will then know whether you intend to extend the usual comity of all 
nations wherein the United' States have a representative. 

An answer to these questions will also govern my actions in future, as the duties of 
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each goverDment and its officers are reciprocal in carrying out each other's laws and 
judgments for the suppression and punishment of crimes and misdemeaaors. 
May your excellencies live. 

1 have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

8. S. FOSTER, 
(7. 8, Consul, 
To the honorable the Taimua of the Samoan Govetmment, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Sa- 
moa, this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



C 14. — Colonel Steinberger to S. S, Foster ^ United States oonsul^in answer to hisletter stating 

various gtievances against the Samoan government, 

QOVERXMKNT HoUSE, 

MuHmlUf October 9, 1875. 

Sir : Your several communications, receipts of same acknowledged on the 28th ultimo, 
have been the subject of earnest deliberation. AU of your letters now on file have been 
carefully considered, and we find — 

1st. Your letter to the "chiefs and rulers of Samoa," January 9, 1875, notifying them 
of your appointment of £. L. Hamilton vice-consul during your absence, visit to Tu- 
tuila. 

2d. Your letter to the "Taimua of Samoa," January 29, 1875, notifying them of your 
removal from Matautu to Matafele, and asking for their "letter to the Great Chief in 
America, that I can send it to him to show the day I was officially recognized as the 
United States consul by the Taimua composing the government of Samoa." 

3d. Copy of your letter to D. S. Parker, March 2, 1875, appointing him vice-consul of 
the United States, and to act as marshal for the same to receive from Wm. Allen or 
Alfred Smalley, property, &c. 

4th. Copy of D. S. Parker's reply to the Hon. S. S, Foster, March 2, 1875. 

5th. Your letter to the "Lords Taimua and all their excellencies of the government 
of Samoa," relative to the appointment of D. S. Parker as an officer of the United States 
to search Allen's house, March 3, 1875. 

6tb. Your letter to the "Tamiua and rulers of Samoa," March 18, 1874, transmitting 
letter from J. M. Coe, relative to the claim for rents of land on Malinua Point. 

7th. Your letter to the "Taimua of the Samoan government," March 24, 1875, noti- 
fying them of the receipt of a letter from the Hon. Hamilton Fish to Mr. J. M. Coe, in 
answer to his letter of August, 1874. 

8th. Your letter to the "Taimua of the government of Samoa," March 26, 1875, remit- 
ting annual taxes, and notifying them of intention to make a list of fines claimed to be 
due the consular office. 

9th. Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," April 1, 1875, informing 
them of the arrival of Colonel Steinberger, and appointing time of meeting. 

10th, Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," April 2, 1H75, notifying 
them of a court to be held at the consular office April 3, " to decide claims of American 
citizens against Samoans and the title to the land on Mulinuu claimed by J. M. Coe." 

11th. Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," May 1, 1875, informing 
them of the demand of J. M. Coe for rental of Mulinuu. 

12tb. Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," May 17, 1875, again call- 
ing their attention to Mr. Coe's claim. 

13th. Mrs. S. S. Foster's letter, to the " fourteen chiefs appointed Taimua at Mulinuu." 

14tb. Your letter to the "Taimua of the Samoan government," May 21, 1875, calling 
attention to a robbery in the house of William Henry on the 17th instant. 

I5th. Your letter to the "Taimua of the Samoan government," June 1, 1875, informing 
them of a consular trial of H. C. Edwards and his being fined for contempt of court. 

16th. Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," Jane 3, 18t5, inform- 
ing them of the assault made upon the Hon. S. S. Foster by H. C. Edwards. 

17th. Your letter to Col. A. B. Steinberger, Juno 3, 1875, asking consultation as to 
Edwards. 

Idth. " Consular Order," with seal, June 3, 1875, authorizing any of the Samoan po- 
lice to enter the houses of Americans and arrest H. C Edwards. 

19tb. Your letter to Col. A. B. Steinberger, asking his aid with the Samoan govern- 
ment in arresting Edwards and Woodworth, June 4, 1875. 

20th. Your letter to the " Taimua of the Samoan government," July 6, 1875, asking 
that a warrant be issued for the arrest of J. P. Woodworth. 

Slat. Your letter to the " Taimua," September 13, 1875, calling their attention to 
outrages perpetrated on two American citizens, Alfred Smalley and John Johnson, on 
the 12th instant, also claim of John Lee, of Aliapata. 
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22d. " To the honorable the Taimua of the Samoan goverumeut/' September 25, 1875, 
late yolnminooB letter of oomplainte, &c. 

23d. Yoar ^'solema protest ^^ to the Talmaa of the Sj.!n3aa g9verom3Qt a^aiast the 
Samoan government, September 25, 1875. 

I reoapitnlate in detail yoar letters that yon may know there can be no careless 
ness displayed in the matter of commnnications from an accredited officer of the United 
States. 

Many of these letters are irrelevant to the demands of yonr especial " protest " of 
the 25th ultimo, and lengthy commnnication of the same date, except as to the tone itself 
and the diplomatic bearing it may have upon Samoan governmental atfdirs, as well as 
to judge correctlv what may be the rights of Samoans in their own territory wherein 
a foreigner may be the aggressor. 

On the 3d of April Commander Erben, of the United States steamer Tascarora, under 
orders from hid Government, convened a court in Apia, composed of officers of the said 
vessel, to adjudicate claims of American citizens against native Samoanii. In his letter 
dated May 11, 1875, addressed to the Hon. S. S. Foster, he says : 

'The Department orders that the court submit this to the commanding officer of the 
United States steamer Tuscarora for approval or disapproval, who will advise the par- 
ties concerned of the result of the proceedings and the decisions reached, and you en- 
join upon them to abide b^ it and consider the question settled, unless the Department 
of State within one year informs them of the disapproval of the action of the court.'* 

Tour letter of March 18, 1875, to the Taimua, transmitting letter from J. M. Coe, 
making claim for rents of land at Mulindu, clearly comes within the above-quoted 
express instructions. Again, your letter of May 1, 1875, to the Taimua, informing them 
of the same claim of J. M. Cqe. On the 17th of May another letter to the same effect, 
both written after the adverse decision of the Tuscarora court tio such claim. 

The greater number of cases or complaints specified in yonr several letters previous 
to the receipt of yours of the r3th ultimo, as well as statements inclosed in letter of 
the 25th ultimo, were anterior to the formation of the new govern men t, and many of 
them decided by the Tuscarora court ; these I recapitulate with the views of the Gov- 
ernment in detail. 

1. Names of Samoans fined by Judge Tupua in July, 1373 : 

Fitia $10 00 

Futia 10 00 

20 00 

Seate 10 00 

Amosa 10 00 

40 00 
The above was money paid to Judge Tupua for three pigs stolen. Also, 

Ulunio 4 00 

Talo 4 00 



8 00 
For cocoa-nuts stolen, and money paid to Judge Tupua. 
None of this money has been paid into this office. 

8. S. FOSTER, 

United States ConsxiL 
March 2, 1875. 

This statement is of such a character that I must beg for definite information. The 
names of the Samoans only appear. You no doubt have the data in your consulate to 
show what American is entitled to the damages. May I ask why were not these claims 
presented to the Tuscarora court ? • 

2. At a court held at the United States commercial agency, October 12, 1874, Mr. 
Williamson against three Samoans for entering his cellar and stealing bottles of 
brandy. 

Present: Laituala, Samoan judge ; Tofaeone, Samoan judge ; J. M. Coe, United States 
commercial agent. 

Verdict : 

Tuvao, guilty, and fined $20 00 

Sila, accomplice, fined 5 00 

Tauese, accomplice, fined - 5 00 



30 00 

To be paid on the 20th of November, 1874. Part of this fine has been paid to the 
Samoan judge. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Conael, 
March 2, 1875. 
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Will you please give the name of the jadge who received a portion of this money ^ 
and the amoant, also if the balance has been paid, and to whom ? It should have been 
presented to the Tascarora court, bnt will be settled. 

I quote from Commander Erben's approval : 

**ln the case of William M. Williamson, the court finds that although the evidence 
may be sufficient to prove the thefts, and also that they were committed by Samoan 
natives, still, in the opinion of the court, the Samoan government cannot be held respon- 
sible for individual thefts in the time of peace, and as the perpetrators of the deed are 
unknown. In this opinion I fully concur with the court. Mr. Williamson did not 
report the thefts to the American consul, as he had done in the case of the stealing of 
the brandy, that he, the consul, might bring it to the notice of the Samoan government, 
that the thieves might be apprehended. The court find that there are ten ($10.00) 
dollars due Mr. Williamson in Judgment previously rendered in consular court, that 
should be allowed. This I have approved." 

3. At a court held at the United States commercial agency, July 13, 1874 : 

Pratt, American, against Latu, Samoan Faliata, for assault. 

Present: Salei, Samoan judge; Pourii, Samoan faipule; J. M. Coe, United States 
commercial agent. 

Verdict: Latu has to pay $1.5 iu this office three weeks from this date, say the 3d 
day of August, 1874. 

This money has never been paid into this office. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United Statis Consul. 

M^RCH 2, 1875. 

I will take immediate steps to learn if any part of this fine has bpen paid, and notify 
you of the result, considering it a proper demand. I quote Commander Erben's 
approval : 

" In the case of John Pratt, the court find that fifteen ($15) dollars, the judgment 
of a fine before a consular court, has not been paid, and are of the opinion that it should 
be paid." 

This I have approved. But to come within orders of the State Department, which I 
quote : 

'* The Department orders that the court submit this to the commanding officer of the 
United States steamer Tuscarora, for approval or disapproval, who will advise the par- 
ties concerned of the result of the proceedings, and the decision reached, and enjoin 
upon them to abide by it and consider the question settled, unless the Department of 
State within one (1) year informs tbem of the disapproval of the action of the court." 

A fine of $25 was paid to Judge Patioli by a Chinaman, for taking the wife away 
from the son of Morris Scanlan. 

This fine was never paid into this office, but kept by the judge. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

I quote Commander Erben's approval of finding of the court, and cannot accord the 
payment into the American consulate : 

*^ In the case of Jeremiah Scanlan, the court found that Mr, Scanlan was unable to 
prove his American citizenship, and hence did not consider his claim." 

It would be gratifying^ to the government if you would inform it whether or not you 
have particulars of ihe finding of a local court in Aana against John Johnson, a colored 
American, and a heavy fine imposed upon him, for attempted murder upon a woman, 
injuring her eyes with a charge of shot. 

The government informs you that every effort will be made to reach the facts of the 
case, as well as his recent arrests. Have you records iu the consulate to show of his 
being tried by an American consul, or has there ever been a notification to the consul 
of his trial by a Samoan court ? 

I find nothing in the government files relative to the case of John Lee, of Aliapata, 
anterior to your communication of the 13tb ultimo, but have notified the different 
judges to furnish the government immediate information, that the case may be reached. 
The case of Altred Smalley is in like condition, and will receive the same attention, 
except such as were settled in the Tuscarora court, as per Commander Erben's above- 
mentioned letter. 

" Third. In the case of Albert S. Smalley, the court allow him the claim to the amount 
of two hundred and seventy-four dollars ($274.50) and fifty cents." This I have also 
approved. 

I qnote from your letter of the 25th ultimo : 

"There was a William Williams, American, ordered off of his land, without judg- 
ment, or warning, or giving me notice. Again, the wife of Robert Wright, American ^ 
was arrested and fined without bringing before me." 

The government begs that you furnish the data and place of residence of such par- 
ties, that action may be prompt and intelligent. 
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These receut cases even are anterior to the organization of the local governmoDts in 
the districts. 

His excellency Moessan received his coiumission as governor of Aana September 16, 
the jndges on the 18th of September. 

His excellency Mataapa was apx)ointed governor of Atna September 18, the judges 
September 32. 

His excellency Patioli was appointed governor of Taamasaga September 23, jadges 
the same day. These are the districts in which the alleged outrages took place. 

Upon the receipt of yonr letter of the 13th ultimo, a special dispatch was forwarded 
to the Aana authorities not to interfere with foreigners and await the installation of 
the governor and judges. Since that date his excellency has received instructions to 
investigate this case and report to the government, that the foreign consuls may be 
consulted. 

The letters of instruction to each governor are explicit with regard to foreign white 
residents. 

As the claims and complaints of the German consul were first brought to the notice 
of the government and during the sitting of the " Tuscarora ^' court, they have been 
first taken up. 

The government cannot misapprehend the plain language of your letter of the 2oth 
ultimo : '* I am instructed and fully empowered by laws of the United States to have 
exclusive jurisdiction over American citizens residing on these islands, both in civil 
and criminal cases, and from which there is no appeal." 

This positive ignoring of the government and courts of law places the native Samoan 
who may have claims against a foreign white resident in an anomalous position for 
which we can only petition your great government and pray for decisions from their 
wise administrators, whose understanding of the rights or people, the laws of nations, 
and the equity and comity of natives in their own territory, as well as the rights of 
domicile, will make a just solution of such a question. 

Reverting again to your letter of the 25th ultimo, with the question : 

''Whether it is your intention, when called upon by the American consul, to arrest a 
criminal that has violated the laws of the United Statea V^ 

The government, knowing its obligations to all its people and domiciled residents, 
answers yes, decidedly. 

As the case of assault by Edwards, an American, upon the person of the honorable 
consul, has been the only one brought to the notice of the present government, the 
promptitude with which the said Edwards was arrested and confined, gives evidence 
of the determination of the rulers of Samoa to respect person and property. 

In the case of J. P. Woodworth, upon complaint of the honorable consul, the gov- 
ernment begs to call his attention to his expressed desire to the judge to have the said 
Woodworth tried at the same time with Edwards, and not to appear as a witness when 
Woodworth was not in custody. Your subsequent statement to A. B. Steinberger that 
yon did not care to have the said Woodworth arrested upon complaint of June 4, 1875. 

As the honorable consul ignores the jurisdiction ef Samoan courts in cases of Amer- 
ican citizens, the government begs to be notified of consular trials, and also a«k8 that 
a representative of the government be in attendance to protect the interests of the 
Samoan s. 

The government is pleased to notify the honorable United States consul that govern- 
ors, judges, magistrates, and others have been appointed in the several districts of the 
Islands, viz, Tntuila, Atua, Tuamasaga, Aana, Monona and Apalima, Fasaaleaga, Itao 
Tani, and Itu Fafinie. 

That upon the first day of October the Faipule (house of commons) met and or- 
ganized, consisting of nineteen (19) members — ^Tuiatafa elected speaker. 

The government begs the consideration of the honorable United States consul, hop- 
ing tor an appreciation of the fact that outrages will be perpetrated in all commnni- 
ties ; for the regulation and protection of societv governments are created ; that often 
complaints come from distant parts of the kingdom which require time to adjudicate ; 
and that, as a Christian people, we are entitled to a ^'commnuity of international law, 
public and private." 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have, &c., 

STEINBERGER, 

Premier, 

Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul ^ Apia, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Kingdom of Samoa, 
this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875, 

[SEAL.] - THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 
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C 15. — S, S. Foster to the Taimuiij acknowledging receipt of their dispatch. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, October 13, 1875. 

The dispatch from yonr excellencies and the honorable premier was banded me yes- 
terday, ioj late for acknowle^fi^ment. Ofring to its great length, I shall not be able to 
give each a document the attention it deserves antil my return from Totuila. 
May yoor excellencies live. 
I have, &o., 

S. 8. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
To the Tamua. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Kingdom of Samoa, 
this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the I'aimua, 



C 16.—^. 8, Foster to the Samoan governmentf in reference to J. M. Coe^s claims on land at 
^ Mulinuu Point. 

United States Consulate, 

Apiay October 16, 1875. 

I have the honor to transmit, for your consideration, the certified copy of letter and 
protest from J. M. Coe, esq., to me in my official capacity. 

As the records of the trial before the honorable naval court of inquiry will show 
what lands were in dispute and the family that defended the suit, it is needless for me 
at this time to farther comment on so plain a case. 

I would, however, state that the validity of the title of the land called '* Sogi " and 
the right of Toomalatai, the head of the family of that name, to sell the same, has never 
heen called into question, which is sufficiently proved by portions of the same land 
(Sod) sold by Toomalatai and his family to the house of Messrs. Godeffroy & Son, Mor- 
ris Scanlan, and the Wesleyan mission, all of which are in undisputed possession. 
Why not seize theirs also Y Why should an American citizen be singled out to be 
despoiled of his land« or is his land more advantageously situated for government pur- 
posesf 

I would respectfully request your excellencies to weigh well the consequences lilaely 
to ensue, and the damage that will have to be paid by thus appropriating the land <rf 
an American citizen without compensation. 

Be it, therefore, known to the Samoan Government that I, Samuel S. Foster, consul 
of the United States at Apia for the Friendly Islands and Samoa, being appealed to for 
the protection of his property by an American citizen, do hereby, in the name of the 
United States Government, solemnly protest against the Samoan government occupy- 
ing, or holding or cutting down any trees, or otherwise making any use of, the land 
caUed " Sogi," purchased from Toomalatai ; and that, further, I hold, in behalf of the 
American citizen Jonas M. Coe, the Samoan government respouRlble for the already 
occupation of the land ** Sogi" from the date of the first notification to you, and any fur- 
ther use or occupation of the land " Sogi," as aforesaid. 
Done this 16th day of October, 1875. 

In witness whereof I have set my hand and affixed the seal of this consulate at Apia, 
on the day and year first above written, and the Independence of the United States the 
99th. 
[official seal.] 8. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
To their excellencies the Taimua. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Kingdom of Sa- 
moa, this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875, 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 
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Copy of protest made by J. M. Coe to S. S, Foster, United States consul^ agaiMt the 

Samoan government for occupying land of his. 

SOLAPO Matautu, 

Apia, October 15, 1875. 

Sir : I have the booor to inform yon it has come to my knowledge that the Samoan 
jyrovernment ia Muliniiu has employed Mr. Geo. Pritohard, land sarveyor, to survey the 
land on Mulinnn Point for the purpose of making improvements tbr the seat of govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Pritchard has been engaged for the last two days, if not two days and a half, sur- 
veying the point of Mulinnn. In this survey the land known as '' Sogi " is included. 

I now invite your attention to my letters of.the 15th and 22d days of July, 1874, 
wherein I notified the Samoan government that I had purchased the Sogi land on 
Mulinnn Point from Toonialatai on the 1st day of June, 1^74, and I was prepared then 
to make an agreement with them to pay me a rent for occupying my land, and if they 
desired to purchase from uie I was prepared to sell ; and also, in my letter of the 14in 
day of Septeml>er, 1874, and the evasive reply made by the Samoan government, which 
are all recorded lu the United States consulate of this port — miscellaneous correspond- 
ence book. 

And then again I have to invite your attention to my letters through the United 
States consulate of the 1st and 17th days of May of this year and the unsatisfactory 
reply made to the same. 

I therefore hereby solemnly protest against the unlawful seizure and occupation of 
my land on Mulinnn, known as ** Sogi/' by the Samoan ^vernment, an4 1 solemnly de- 
clare, notwithstanding the assertion made in a communication of the 18th day of May, 
this year, to the United States consul at this port ))y the Samoan government, that the 
land on Mnlinuu Point, known as ^'Sogi/' was not brought before the Uiiited States 
naval court of inquiry. 

And I hereby solemnly appeal to yon, the United States consul at this port, for pro- 
tection of my rights as a United States citizen. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

JONAS M. COE. 

S. S. Foster, Esq., 

United States Consul, Apiit. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of the original now on 
file in this office. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of this con- 
sulate at Apia, this 16th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a trne copy of the copy furnished by S. S* 
Foster, United States consul. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal of the Kingdom of Somoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



C 17.— CoZ. A. B, Steinherger, premier^ to S. S. Foster ^ United States conmlj stating a land 

commission ivill be appointed, j'o. 

Government House, 

Mulinuu^ IQth October, 1875. 

Sir : Tour communication of this date, with inclosure, (certified copy of J. M. Coe's 
protest,) is received. 

I beg to notify you that a joint laud commission will, under law, be appointed to 
a^udicate laud claims, disputed titles, and fix boundaries. 

I beg to call your attention to the Article I, section 7, of the constitution of Samoa. 
The consuls of her Britannic Majesty and his Imperial Migesty of Germany address 
communications to the premier. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

STEINBERGER, 

Premier. 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United'States Consul, Apiat * 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my haud and the seal of the Kingdom of 
Samoa this 27th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the I'aimua. 
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C 18. — The Tamasese to Colonel Steinherger, 

MULINUU, ISth OctoheTy 1875. 

Sir : This ia to explain to your excellency that I am Tamasese, the real owner of the 
land ; there is no other owner of this land, only the Matai^ family own all the laud at 
Malinua bounded on one ^side by land belonging to M. Seanlau, and goes to the ex- 
treme end of Mnlinun Point. 

I also rule and own the sea, commencing at Avacleele, this side of Apia harbor, 
reaching to Sao harbor opposite Safnne and Toamua, running then to Vaitele, on to 
Yaiasu, as far as Saomatagi. 

Sir, I tell your excellency Toomalatai has not the slightest claim on this laud — I am 
the owner. 

Also, another thing: for many years and generations the Matai^ family has .owned 
this land — they have not changed at all ; as for Toomalatai, no one kuows in what 
generation or what person has owned this laud, as we have only just found out now 
about them. 

May you prosper. 
I am, 

TAMASESE. 

Colonel A. 6. Steinberger, 

Freniier, 



[Translation.] 

C'19. — Toomalatai to the Taimuaf stating that Mr. Coe has no control over a certain piece 

of land. 

TUAMASAGA GOVERNMENT HoUSE, 

MatautUj October 19, 1875. 
To the Premier and all the chi^s of the Samoan government : 

I am writing about a report that I have heard, viz« that Mr. Coe has written to the 
government about my land next to Tiafau. It is bounded on the north by the sea- 
beach, on the east by a piece of land sold by Patioli to the Rev. Geo. Brown, and on 
the south by the sea. 

Do not accept any letters from that gentleman, because this land was never sold to 
him. The reason we let him have it was only to protect it, on account of a disturb- 
ance we had with other chiefs who wanted to claim it ; that is the reason I passed it to 
him, as there was an understanding between the foreign consuls and Samoans to that 
effect. 

When any one wished to get his land protected, qpestions were not asked if it were 
legal or not, but would accept the protection. That is why I put my land under the 
protection of Mr. Coe, the American consul, for fear some one might sell it secretly, or 
some one of our family might steal it and sell it. 

.Mr. Coe then gave me forty dollars to bind the contract, but I did not sell it at all. 
I am still the rightful owner and ruler over this land ; no one else has any control over 
it, and I will not have Mr. Coe writing so about my land. 

Now, I write to you, the government, not to accept any more such letters, because I 
am the owner of such land. 

May you be blessed and live. 
I am, 

TOOMALATAI. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 27th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



1. — S, 8. Fobtery United States consul f to Colonel Stdnherger^ regarding an assault made on 
hiniy and requesting the atrest of H. C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworthf. 

Malafele, June 3, 1875. 

Dear Sir: I would like for to consult with you immediately in regard to H. C. 
£d wards, to see if nothin^^ cannot be done to punish him. As I was on my way to con- 
Bult you in regard to business, he assaulted me in the street, choked me, and used the 
most abusive language ever one man used to another. 



112 A. B. 8TEINBEBGEB. 

Wood worth was present, and I called on him for protection, bat he refused, no donbt 
being his legal adviser. 

I wish the Taimna to have this man arrested and tried, for he swears he will choke 
me to death if he ^ets a chance. Mr. Volkmann ran there, or I suppose he would have 
murdered me outright. 
If yon wish to see me at your place you must send a guard to protect me. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

8. 8. FOSTER, 

V, S, Consul, 
Co]. A. B. Steinberger. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness where- 
of I have hereunto put my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 8amoa this 28th day 
of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Sicreiary to the Taimua. 



D 2. — Warrant from 8, S, FosteVf United States consul, for the arrest of H, C, Edwards, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, June 3, 1875. 

I hereby authorize any of the Sarooan police to enter any American house in Apia, ior 
the purpose of arresting Henry C. Edwards, charged with assault and other offenses. 
[OFFICIAL seal.] S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 28th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



D '6, — S, S, Foster, United States consult *o the Taimua, asking their protection from H, C 

Edujords and J» P. Wood/worth, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, June 3, 1875. 

To the Taimua of the Samoan Government : 

Your Excellencies : 1 have the honor to inform you that I was most brutally 
assaulted by Henry C. Edwards, residing here. 

He choked me severely, and threatened to choke me to death, and used the most 
offensive language ; all of which I can prove to your excellencies, and I also believe 
that I. P. Woodworth was the instigator of it, advising him to choke' me. 

I wish your aid and protection, and I also wish this man arrested at once and impris- 
oned untu trial, for I am afraid to go into the street to attend to my ordinary business. 
May your excellencies live. 
I am, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 28th day of 
October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary of the Taimua. 



D 4. — S, S, Foster, U. S, consult to Colonel Steinberger, respecting H, C, Edwards and J, P. 

Woodworth, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, June A, 1875. 

Sir : I wish, through your aid and assistance with the Samoan government, to have 
two American citizens, named Henry C. Edwards and J. P. Woodworth, brought before 
the court and punished according to the laws of this place, for, without the aid and 



i 
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awiatance of the authoritieai consuls are powerless, and consequently life is not safe 
from lawless desperadoes, so often found on the islands of the Pacific. 

I charge Henry C. Edwards with assaulting me in the public streets near my office, 
in a most brutal manner ; choking me sever^y, and using language against me too in- 
decent to repeat, beside^ calling me a damned liar, and saying I had peijnred myself 
before the late consular court tuat condemned him for slander. He also threatened to 
flog me and choke me to death, which I believe he would have done had not Mr. Ad. 
Yolkmaan ran to my assistance. 

I alao charge J. P. Woodworth with being accessory to the act, with aiding and abet- 
ting him, and slandering me and other high officers of the government.' I also charge 
him with striding by and seeing me maltreated and refusing to assist me when called 
upon, and that he also advised tne said Edwards to assault and choke me, using at the 
same time language against me not fit to repeat. 

It is also my tvue belief that mj life is not safe, or the lives of others whom these two 
persons have a grudge against for some real or fancied injury they may allege done 
them, so long as they are permitted to remain on the island unconfined. 

All of which is respectfully summitted, and which I am able to prove by the follow- 
ing-named witnesses : Mr. Ad. Volkmann, Mr. D. S. Parker, Mrs. S. S. Foster, Fala, (Mrs. 
Clark,) Mr. W. H. Dunn, Mr. Burmeister, Tasi, (Mrs. Cowley,) Mrs. Charles Cook, Lnse 
and Mele. 

S. S. FOSTER. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4th day of June, A. D. 1875. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the consu- 
late at Apia this da^ and year next above written, and of the Independence of the 
United States the nmety-ninth. 

[official seal.] D. S. PASKER, 

United States Cotuul, 

CoL A. B. Steinberger. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



D 5. — 8, 8. FoBter, United States cwaulj to the Tamua,for the arrest of J, P. Woodworth. 

UiaTBD States Consulate, 

^jna, July 6, 1875. 

TofUR EXC3SLLBNCIB8 : I make this request of you, that you cause a warrant to be 
made out against J. P. Woodworth, American, and give it into the hands of the chief 
of police, and have him arrested and taken to Mulinuu Point immediately, for the fol- 
lowing charges, viz : 

Advising H. C. Edwards to make the assault on me, thus making himself accessory 
to the act. 

For refusing to oome to my assistance when called upon by me. 

May your excellencies live. 
lam, 

[SEAL] S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

To the Taimua of the Samoan Government. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa, this 28th 
day of October, A. D. 1875. 

THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



D 6. — J, p, Woodworth to Col, A. B. Steinhergery premier of the kingdomy demanding an imme- 
diate trial of S. 8. Foster ^ for false charges made by the aforesaid S. S. Foster against him. 

Port of Apia, October 15, 1875. 

Sir : Mr. S. S. Foster, American consul at Apia, did, on the 6th day of July, A. D. 1875, 
file in the Samoan. court at Mulinuu a sworn complaint, wherein he affirms that I. P. 
Woodworth, an American citizen residing at Apia, was an accessory to an assault on 

H. Ex. 161 8 
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him committed by one H. C. Edwards, and that the said J. P. Wood worth stood by and 
refused to render assistance when called upon by the aforesaid Foster ; and that the 
said I. F. Woodworth is a danf;erons character to be at large ; that people's lives are in 
danger when he has his liberty, and demands of the Samoan government his imme- 
diate arrest and confinement ; all of which I, J. P. Woodworth, deny, and aver that the 
aforesaid charges are false, and fabricated through revenge and malice, without a 
shadow of cause or truth. I especially deny that I was near S. S. Foster during t*he 
alleged assault ; that I saw no assault nor heard any cry upon me for assistance ; and 
I demand of the Samoan government, through you, an immediate trial on the aforesaid 
complaint. 

I am, 

J. P. WOODWORTH. 
Witness : 

W. Williamson. 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, . « 

Fremier of Samoay MuUnuu Point. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Samoa this 28th 
day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimna. 



COURT PAPERS. 

D 7. — FoSiter vs. Edwards^ July 6, 1875. 

To His Majesty Malbitoa I, 

King of Samoa and the Taimua : 

Pursuant to decree of the Taimua at Mulinuu, July, 1875, appointing a special mixed 
commission to try and report on the case of Foster vs. Edwards, and the American, 
English, and German consuls being requested to appoint each two subjects of their 
respective countries to act as members of said commission in conjunction with the 
representatives of the Samoan government, in pursuance thereof the commission, con- 
sisting of George F. Waters and I. E. V. Alvord, selected by the American consnl ; 
Moses David and James L. Young, selected by the English consul ; and G. Levison and 
H. Y. H. Groht, selected by the German consul ; and Tuiatafu, Saga, Tuula, Tupnola, 
Lelevana, and Scale, Samoan representatives, repaired to the government house at 
Mulinuu, Tuesday, July 6, 1875. Maj. J. H. B. Latrobe, jr., (American citizen,) nom- 
inated by the Taimua, occupied the chair. Commission called to order. W. F. Will- 
iams (English subject) and Moemar (Samoan) appointed clerks and interpreters. 
The commissioners were then sworn in as jurymen. The judge explained the nature 
of the complaint, and stated there would be no attorneys for either side — each would 
be ^privileged to plead his own cause. 

The delendant was called and pleaded ^' not guilty." Call of witnesses for the pros- 
ecution. 

A. D. Volkraan was called, sworn, and gave his evidence as follows : 

I was standing at my counter writing a letter, and happened to look up and saw Ed- 
wards (defendant) throttling Mr. Foster, Cplaintiff,) and pushing him against the 
fence, when I got my hat and ran out, when I saw Mr. Foster beckoning to me for 
assistance. When I reached Mr. Foster, Edwards had let go his neck. That was all I 
saw. I asked. What is the matter? Then Mr. Edwards told me that if I had the same 
provocation I would do the same. I said no ; because Mr. Foster was an old man. I 
told Mr. Edwards he had better go up and let the matter alone. Then Mr. Edwards 
went away. 

Mr. Burmeister was called, sworn, and gave his evidence as follows: 
Mr. Edwards came to my house and wanted one Woodward to go to Mr. Foster's and 
get a written agreement ; then Mr. Edwards went to Mr. Foster's for the agreement, and 
then returned and said that Mr. Foster would not give him the paper. Then Mr. 
Woodward told him to go again for the paper ; then Mr. Edwards did not go, bat 
stopped for breakfast. After dinner Mr. Edwaids went down, and then I heard that 
Mr. Foster had been throttled by Edwards. He (Edwards) said that Mr. Foster struck 
him first with an umbrella. Mr. Edwards came back with no paper. Mr. Woodward 
then told him to go again and get the paper. That is all. 

E. Cook was called, sworn, and declared as follows : 

I saw nothing myself, but heard a noise, and then ran out and saw Edwards throttling 
Mr. Foster. That is all. 
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Mrs. Foster was called, sworD, and declared as follows : 

I was np at my honse, and one of my boys came and told me Mr. Foster wanted me 
to translate a letter. I started to go and saw Mr. Foster behind me ; then we walked 
together. When we got to the road Mr. Edwards stood before ns, and Mr. Woodward 
about the distance of the road from, the government house; then I saw they were after 
some design. Then Mr. Foster asked Mr. Edwards if he wanted to see him, and he said 
" Yes." Then Mr. Foster said if it were about the paper to go to Mr. Parker, he (Fos- 
ter) had nothing to do with it. We both went into the office together, when Mr. 
Foster came out and left me alone ; then I looked out and saw Mr. Foster, Mr. Edwards, 
and Mr. Woodward talking together ; Mr. Foster was leaning against the fence ; then 
I looked again and saw Mr. Edwards choking Mr. Foster, and then I ran out ; then I 
said to him (Edwards) three times let Mr. Foster go. Then Mr. Foster asked him 
(Edwards) if he wanted to strike an old man like him. Edwards said, " No ; not to 
strike yon, but choke you ;" and then swore, and then said, "Yon son of a bitch, your 
power is no more than that of a cat." Then Mr. Volkman came, and Mr. Foster called 
on him for assistance. All this time Mr. Woodward was standing close by and did not 
offer to help. That is all. 

Mary Orlof was,called, sworn, and testified as follows: 

I went down when the quarrel was all done. I did not witness the assault on Mr. 
Foster ; I heard of it ; that is all. 

Fala called, sworn, and testified as follows : 

I heard Mrs. Foster call me to go and help Mr. Foster, but did not know what it^was 
a'bout ; then I went down and saw Mr. Foster and Mr. Edwards standing at the gate, 
and Mr. Edwards had hold of Mr. Foster's beard ; he pulled his beard, and at the same 
time was beating his legs with a walkiiig-cane ; then Mr. Foster asked him (Edwards) 
if he wished to beat an old man. Then Edwards said, " I will not hit you, but choke 
and beat you till your intestines come out ; you are a thief, and a liar, and an old soa , 
of a bitch." That is all I heard and saw. 

Question by jury. Do you understand English f— Answer. Yes, sir; even when 
spoken rapidly in aoger. 

W. Dunn was called, sworn, and testified as follows : I was not a witness to the 
assault, but arrived about ten minutes afterward. 

Question. Did you have any conversation with Edwards on the subject ?— Answer* 
No, sir ; Mr. Foster showed me his neck, on which were large red lumps, the same as 
if some one had choked him. 

Mr. Parker was called, sworn, and testified : I did not witness the assault. 

Mr. Foster was called, sworn, and testified as follows : I swear to the con^ectness of 
my evidence as given in the preliminary examination of Mr. Edwards. 

This closed the evidence for the plaintiff. 

Evidence for the defense, 

H. C. Edwards was called, sworn, and testified as follows : 

On the morning of the day of the assault I went to Mr. Foster to get a paper to the 
effect of an accusation made the day before at an investigation. Mr. Foster revised. 
I met him in the afternoon, and then he struck me with his umbrella. Then I choked 
him a little. As to a cane or walking-stick, I had nothing of the kind. That is all. 

Mr. Foster recalled. 

Question. Did yon strike Edwards with an umbrella ? 
Answer. I swear I did not strike him with an umbrella. 

This closed the case. The judge then proceeded to sum up the evidence, and 
addressed the jury as follows : 

Gentlemen of the jury : This is a case which is happily of rare occurrence in our 
peaceable isles. A man, an old man, an officer high in rank of the American Govern- 
ment, has been assailed in the streets of Apia, in broad daylight. I sh^l not dwell on 
the circumstances. You have heard the evidence, contradictory in many instances. 
'Tis for you to decide on the credibility to be given to the different statements you have 
heard, and the responsibility of passing verdict rests with yourselves. I particularly 
have dispensed with advocates, that your Judgment might be based on the bare and 
naked facts, and that you might not be governed in your views, as men often are, by 
the sophistry of counsel. I would suggest, gentlemen, in rendering your verdict, some 
'weight be given to the term of confinement the said Edwards has already endured. 
With these remarks, gentlemen, I leave the case in your hands, confident that you will 
deal justly and impartially with these parties, and inflict on the defendant such dam- 
ages, and no more, as you may think under all the circumstances of the case he is fairly 
entitled to receive.' 
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The jury then retired, retarning after an hour's deliberation, bringing in the acoom- 
panyiDg verdict : 

By order of the Judge, (he defendant was discharged from custody, 

* 

To the Honorable Judge : 

We, the jury in the case of Foster vs. Edwards, find the said Edwards guilty of the 
assault as charged. 

In view of our belief in there having been some provocation to the assault, we rec- 
ommend that the said Edwards be released irom custody as having suffered punish- 
ment to the full extent of the crime. 
In this we agree unanimosly. 

TUIATAFU. 
SAGA. 
TUULA. 
TUPUOLA. 

LELEVANA, his + mark. 
SEALE, his + mark. 
GEO. F. WATERS, Foreman. 
* J. E. V. ALVORD. 

JAMES L. YOUNG. 
MOSES DAVID. 
H. Y. H. GROHT. 
G. LEVISON.' 
M. K. LEMAMEA, 

Clerk of Court and Inierpreler. 
THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

SeoretoTj/ and Interpreier. 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of Sa- 
moa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the TaimiM. 



£ 1. — S. S. Foster, United States consul^ to the Taimuat informing them of his appointing E. L. 

Hamilton as vice-^xmsul. 

United States Consulate, 

Apiaf January 9, 1875. 
To the Chitfs and Rulers of Samoa: 

I have the honor to inform you that, having to go to Tutuila for a few davs, I have 
appointed Mr. E. L. Hamilton as vice-consul, to act during my absence, and that all 
official communications you may have with this office should be addressed to him until 
my return, of which you shall have due notification. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedicfnt servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the orignal. 
In witnessesB whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Itingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



E 2. — Copy of report made by D. S. Parker to S. S. Foster^ United States consul. 

Matafblb, March 2, 1875. 
S. S. Foster, Esq.: 

Sir : I proceeded to the residence of Mr. William Allen, as you requested me, and I 
made a strict search for property belonging to the late Judge Finai) and all that was 
to be found there is the two old coats I send you by the bearer. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, v 

D. S. PARKER. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the copy furnished by S. S. Fos- 
ter, United States consul. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 28tb day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[seal.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 
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S, S, Foster, United States consul, to the Taimua, stating various grievances. 

United States Consulate, 

Jpia, March 3, 1875. 

I must inform your exceUencies that on my return yesterday I appointed Mr. D. Sw 
Parker to act as an officer of the United States, and proceed to the nouse of Wllliank 
Allen, American, and search for things belonging to the late Judge Finai. 

After strict search of the whole house, all that was found was two old coats, which 
are now sent to you. 

If he has any money, he must have deposited it somewhere else. 

I must also inform your excellencies that, according to the inclosed account sent by 
Mr. Coe, there was paid to Judge Tup'ua |4d, which has not been paid into this office, a» 
it should have been. 

I also inclose you another account, a part of which has been paid to the Samoan 
judge, bat whether it was paid to Finai I cannot tell at present. 

I would also call your excellencies' attention to another fine of $25 that wa» 
paid by the Chinaman to Patiole for M. Scanlan. This money was also kept by the 
judge ; and there are other cases which I will inform your excellencies when you hfiVe 
adopted your new constitution and good laws to govern your people. I haye not 
spoken to your excellencies of these matters before, because I knew you was about to 
make a new government, and I was waiting patiently for you to settle your little dis- 
putes among yourselves. And I hope now your excellencies will not delay any longer,, 
but get your government in working order, and appoint sood and honest men for your 
judees ; for what is the use of your collecting taxes and fines if you allow officers to 
steal the money and use it for themselves and families, instead of paying the govern- 
ment debts, and then let them go unpunished f 

May you live long and prosper in jour government. 
I am, 

^ S. S^ FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

To the Lords Taimua, 

And all their Excellencies of the Government of Samoa, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom, this 
28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



£ 3. — Copy of commission to D, S, Parker from S, 8, Foster, United States consul, appointing 

him vice-consul. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 2, 1875. 

Sir : I hereby appoint yon as vice-consul of the United States, and to act as marshall 
for the same, to proceed to Matautu and receive from William Allen all the property 
in his house, or that of Alfred Smalley, belonging to the late Judge Final, a govern- 
ment defaulter, and that in this is not given up peccable, you are empowered to call 
for assistance to the Samoan authorities and search the house to obtain the property 
of the said Judge Finai. 

Done this first day of March, A. D. 1875. Witness my hand and seal. 

[official seal.] S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the origiufil. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Simoa, this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] ^ THOMAS WILLUM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua,. 
D. S. Parker, Esq. 



118 A. B. STEINBEBGER. 

E. 4. — S. S» Foster to thp Tuimua, informing thtftn of hia appointing J, M. Coe as vioe- 

consul. 

United States Consulate, 

Apuif October 11, 1875. 

Your Excellencies: I beg leave to iDform yoa that I have appointed J. M. Coe, 
esq., as United States vice-consal during my absence from Apia, and that the office 
will be held at Matanta until my return. 
May yonr excellencies live. 
I am, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
To the Taimua. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I haye hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



F 1. — Letter of Hon, S. S. Foster to Capt. George Hamiltorif relating to Pee^'ltss. 

United States Consulate, 

Jpia, September 20, 1875. 

Sir : By a dispatch received by me from the Department of State, per mail of the 
Mikado, September 4, 1 am under the necessity of examining into the ownership and 
other matters connected with the schooner Peerless, now carrying the American ttag, 
as I have understood she is owned by an American, a foreign resident. ^ 

I would call your attention to this clause of the dispatch for my instructions : 

" Yon are instructed to report particularly what vessels of any description of this 
class are known within your consular district, the names, tonnage, and particulars 
which may be ascertained in relation thereto." 

Again, the instructions of the dispatch say : '^And whether such vessels, or others, 
carrying the flag of the United States under these circumstances, are subject to any 
buraens,or enjoy any immunities or exemptions, as compared with regularly docu- 
mented American vessels in regard to consular dues and charges, or otherwise." 

Again, by this dispatch, I quote the following, viz : " In this connection it is desired 
that .full information may be given as to the shipment and discharge of seamen on 
such viessel, the form of articles used, the usual term of engagement, the character 
and nationality of the officers and crews, and the practice as to relief and the collec- 
tion of extra wages." 

^^In specifying the above particulars it is not intended to limit yonr report to them 
alone; but it is the object of the Department to obtain the best and most accurate in- 
formation upon the whole subject, and the reason of the existence of this class of 
vessels. You will include in the report whatever may, in your opinion, contribute to 
this end." 

I have given such extracts from the late dispatch as bears on the case of the 
schooner Peerless, not that I was obliged to thus show my power ; but I done so as 
some one like Commander Erben, that Knows nothing about the rules and regulations 
of our mercantile marine, as prescribed by the Department, may tell you, as lie did in 
regard to the extra pay of Jenkins and Brehuus, that I was acting arbitrary, illegal, 
tyrannical, and unjust. 

I wish you, therefore, to report to me at once who is the reputed owner of the 
schooner Peerless, and if he is an American residing abroad, by whom and how the 
transfer was made. 

Since May 14, a period of over four months, you have neither shipped or discharged 
any seamen or paid any consular dues, although you have kept a full crew; aud in 
consequence you come under that part wherein you have " no burdens to bear, neither 
shipped or discharged any seamen, or paid consular dues," and that ** enjoys favors and 
immunities that regular documented vessels in the United States does not possess." 

You will therefore report the number of men you have shipped and discharged since 
your arrival at the port of Apia, with the amount of wa^es paid to each, and whether 
yon have deducted the usual hospital fees enjoined on shipmasters to collect. 

Whether yon have paid in full the seamen discharged, and in what manner, and 
whether there is any money still due such seamen. 

After your report to me, and cash settlement of all dues and arrears of wages (if 
any) of seamen discharged, you will be entitled to your register wheu you leave for 
another consular district, but not till then, and, as a shipmaster of long standing, you 
know the penalty — her register will be sent to the Department and canceled, and the 
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vessel liable to seizure and condemiiatioo, and yon yourself are personally liable to fine 
or imprisonment by order of any pourt in the United States, in any port you may hap- 
pen to go to. 

I am, your oblbdient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul, 
Capt. G. Hamilton, 

Schooner Peerless, Apia Harbor. 

' I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa, this 28th day of October, 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



F 2. — Letter from Coh A, B, Steinherger to Hon, S, S, Foster, relative to yacht Peerless, 

m 

MuLiNUU, 2Ut September, 1875. 
Hon. S. 8. Foster, 

United States Consul : 

Sir : AU information you require as to schooner Peerless will be given you. 

Register No. 59, port of San Francisco, and shipping-papers you have. 

The Peerless is not a trading-vessel, 4.5 tons burden : a yacht, and with no immuni- 
ties other than belong to vessels or a yacht in the United States. 

No discharged seamen have arrears of wages, and if consular-fees are due the captain 
will pay the same. 

I know of no one having acted the part of seaman on said craft not on the papers, 
except one Parker, whom you put on board for a trip to Tonga without shipping, (your- 
self and family being passengers,) a procedure which I condemned at the time, of 
which I made careful memoranda. 

I have instructed Captain Hamilton to have a copy of his receipts made and attested 
by the United States consul, also all ship's papers, for my benefit. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS., 

Secretapry to the Tatmua, 



F 3. — Answer by Hon, S, S, Foster to Col, A, B, Steinberger, relative to Peerless, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, September 22, 1875. 

Sir : I addressed a letter to Capt. George Hamilton, of the schooner Peerless, 
asking him certain questions, pursuant to my instructions, in regard that vessel and 
crew, which I expect him to answer. 

As you are not known on the register, or your name mentioned in the shipping-arti- 
cles, I do not see why you should address me on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

8. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

Premier of the Samoan Government, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



F 4. — Letter of Hon, S, S, Foster to Capt, George Hamilton, relating to Peerless, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, September 24, 1875. 

Sir : I hereby give you notice that I hold the schooner Peerless, with master and owners, 
respoDsible for the fine of (100 and $10 costs of court imposed upon Charley Teui, a 
Chinaman, cook of the schooner Peerless, tried on Tuesday, September 21, in this con- 
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SQlate, on a complaint made bv yoa, September 18, for assault committed on W. Parker^ 
on board of the schooner Peerless. 

Also, the arrears of wages you informed me dne the Rotamah, native " Med,'' when 
he deserted, althongh the man made application to me at the time' for his wages. 

I would also remind you that I have not received an answer to my communication 
to you on September 21, making certain inquiries in regard to the schooner Peerless 
carrying the American flag in foreign waters. 

As this is an order from the Department of State, I wish an answer immediately. 

Given under my hand and seal of this consulate, at Apia, the day and year first above 
written. 

[SEAL.] S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 

Capt. Georor Hamilton, 

Schooner Peerless, Apia Harbor, 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, 1^5. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to (he Taimua» 



F ^.^Jnstver by Capt. George Hamilton to S, S, Foster ^ relating to Peerless, 

Yacht Peerless, 
Jpia Harbor, September 28, 1875. 

Sir : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of September 20, and shall en- 
deavor to answer, categorically, your interrogatories as therein contained. 

1. I quote from your quotations, as quoted in letter to me : " You are instructed 
to report particularly what vessels, of any description, of this class are known within 
your consular district, the names, tonnage, and particulars in regard to each, the 
names of the reputed owners, date of transfer, to whom transferred, and in what man- 
ner, with any other particulars which may be ascertained in relation thereto.'' 

The name of yacht is Peerless, was built in San Francisco, has two masts, and that 
her length is 77 feet ^ ; breadth^ 17 feet ; depth, b-^ feet ; tonnage, Abf^. 

Capacity under tonnage-deck 33.18 

Between decks above tonnage-deck 12.64 

45.82 

1. George Hamilton, am master, (see register,) report and am i*esponsible to Col. 
A. B. Steinberger, agent for J. B. Ford, of San Francisco, in Samoa. For further partic- 
ulars, I beg to refer you to the register and ot^er papers as filed in your office. 

2. ''And whether such vessels, or others carrying the flag of the United States, un- 
der these circumstances, are snblect to any burdens or enjoy any immunities or ex- 
emptions as compared with regularly documented American vessels in regard to consu- 
lar dues and charges or otherwise." 

The Peerless carries the flag of the Unit|8d States, as entitled by register ; is not a 
trader, and is not subject to immunities, exemptions from consular or other fees. 

3. ''In this connection it is desired that full information may be given as to the ship- 
ment and discharge of seamen on such vessels, the form ot articles used, the usual 
term of engagement, the character and nationality of the officers and crews, and the 
practice as to relief and the collection of extra wages." 

In answer to the above, I again beg to refer you to the articles and papers as filed 
in your office. 

4. " In specifying the above particulars it is not intended to limit your report to them 
alone, but it is the object of the Department to obtain the best and most accurate in- 
formation upon the whole subject, and the reason for the existence of this class of 
vessels. You will include in your report whatever may, in your opinion, contribute to 
this end." 

This question I must plead my inability to answer. I am employed by Colonel 
Steinberger, agent as aforesaid, to sail and look after the Peerless, and am paid for so 
doing, but whether it was caprice, pleasure, or what-not, that dictated the purchase 
of the same, I am not advised. 

Attached please find statement of men shipped and discharged, wages paid, hospital 
and other dues. 

Such further information as lies in my power to give I shall be most happy tqoom- 
mnnioate. 

I confess to feeling both aggrieved and annoyed that the American consul should 
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have thought necessary to me snoh expressions as fine, imprisonment, and personal 
liability, as I find in the closing sentence of your letter to me. 

For twenty years I hiwe commanded vessels in the Sonth Seas. It has been my inva- 
riable enstom to comply with snch laws and regulations as belonged to the ports I have 
Tisited, and for the first time have had tiie lei^ity of my papers and integritjr of my 
actions qnestioned. 

I have the honor to be yonr most obedient servant, 

GEORGE HAMILTON, 

Hon. S. 8. Foster, 

VnxitdL States Consul, Apia. 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a tme copy of the origtnaL 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOliAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

^ Secretary to the Totmtta. 



F 6. — Bec^pt of Hon, S. S. Foster^ American consul, in aeoount with yaekt Peerless, 

Tacht Peerless in aeoount ufUh United States consulate. 

Extra wages, Jenkins and Brehnus $95 00 

Letter to arrest seaman 2 00 

Discharge of two seamen 2 00 

Shipment and discharge of Bird 2 00 

Hospital dues : 

Jenkins, 2 months and l5days 1 00 

Brehuns, 2 months and 15 days 1 00 

Med, 3 months and 12 days « 1 35 

Joe 25 

Andrew, 4 months • «. 1 60 

Balance of wages due Med, (deserter) 17 10 

123 30 
Less passage to Tonga and return, (S. Sb Foster and daughters) « 100 00 

Balance •.». •. 23 30 

Apia, Samoa, September 28, 1875. 
Received payment. 

S. 8. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the kingdom of 
Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



F 7. — Letter of Hon. S, S, Foster to Capt. George Hamilton, relative to yacht Peerless. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, September 29, 1875. 

Sir: Tonr report in answer to my Teqnest of September 20, in regard to ownership 
and other mattm connected with the schooner Peerless, has been received, and^ with 
all accompanying documents, will be forwarded to the United States for inspection by 
the Department of State. 

At the close of yonr report yon remark that yon iofl aggrieved and annoyed becanse 
I refer yon to certain pains and penalties for not complying with the law. I would 
inform yon that in many places of our book of instructions we are strongly reminded 
that we are to be heavily fined and imprisoned ft>r not only violating the laws but for 
not seeing them properly executed, and that we are made personally liable for non- 
collection of all fees, dues, fines, wages, A^c, due the United States and prescribed by 
their laws; and they never ask ns if we feel aggrieved at these heavy nnes and pen- 
alties. 
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The consnl is responsible to his GoverDment for any wrong he may commit in the 
discharge of his official .duties, and to his Government alone, and for which he gives 
bonds before entering on the duties of his office for his fiftithfal performance. 

In conclusion of your report you say you have been so lon^ a shipmaster^ and always 
obeyed the laws and customs of the port. I sincerely believe you, for m)m my per- 
sonal a<l^uaintance with vou, now of some gears' standing, and knowing your antece- 
dents for almost the whole time you mention, and further, that you have honorably 
discharged your duties as a shipmaster and been beloved and respected by the numer- 
ous passengers you have carried to and fro in your long intercourse with the colonies, 
and that it is also my belief that, had you been master and owner and agent of the 
schooner Peerless, since her arrival in Samoan waters, there would never have been 
any trouble between you and the American consul, or that he would have been obliged 
to have written to you on any subject whatever. 

In thus concluding this oerrespondence, I af^ain remind you that in case of Chinese 
cook I refer you as my ultimatum to my official oommunicatiou to you on September 
24. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul 

Capt. George Hamilton, 

Schooner Peerless, Apia Harbor, 

« 

/ 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Kingdom of 

Samoa this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLLA.MS, 

Secretary to the Taimua. 



F 8. — Answer by Capt. George Hamilton to Hon, S, S, Foster, relating to Peerless, 

MuLiNUU, September 30, 1875. 

Sir : I have your favor of the 29th, and am grateful for your kindly expressions as 
to myself as contained therein. 

Regarding the Peerless, I have control Of the craft, as master, and have been gov- 
erned solely by my own judgment in the management of the same. 

Your flattering allusions to myself seem to be an imputation of wrong upon inno- 
cent parties who cannot interfere with my position as master. 
Again thanking you for your personal expressions of regard, 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE HAMILTON, 

Master Yacht Peerless, 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul, Apia, 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Kingdom of Samoa 
this 28th day of October, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

' Secretary to the Taimua. 



F 9r — Letter of Capt, George Hamilton to Col, A, B, StSihbei'ger, 

Yacht Peerless, 
Apia Harbor, October 16, 1875. 

Sir: For months past I have been subjected to a series of interferences at the hands 
of the American consul, S. S. Foster. Heretofore I have refrained, as far as possible, 
from troubling you, knowing how occupied your time has been. I now beg leave to 
lay before you the correspondence, such as has passed from time to time between the 
American consul and myself, portions of which you are no doubt familiar with. My 
list of grievances began almost from the date of my arrival in Samoan waters. I 
refer to the case of Jenkins and Brehuus, deserters and insubordinates generally. 
Through the kind intervention of Captain Erben, this case was compromised for $90, 
the consul claiming $205. 

This is but one of the many, in fact almost weekly, annoyances and indignities to 
which I am subjected. I now write to ask your protection against this interference on 
the part of the American consul with me in the discharge of my duties. 



V 
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For many years I have commanded vessels in the Sonth Seas. The course of my 
basiness has brought me in contact with consuls and officers of many nationalities, 
with whom my relations have always been pleasant, and to whom my business trans- 
actions have invariably given satisfaction, Mr. Foster alone excepted. 

I take the liberty to inclose copies of letters from firms in Sydney, in whose employ 
I have been, and with whom I have had basiness relations. 
Your obedient servant, 

GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Master Tacht Peerless. 
Col. A. B. Steinberger. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing letter and inclosed certificates are true copies of 
the originals. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Kingdom of 
Samoa this 30th day of October, A. D. 1875. 

[SEAL.1 THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary to the Taimua, 



' Sydney, September 9, 1872. 

Having known Captain Hamilton, of the brig Scotsman, for the last ten or eleven 
years, and found him a careful, trustworthy shipmaster, we have much pleasure in 
giving a favorable testimony as to his character and sobriety. 

A. H. C. MACAFEE. 

Sydney, September 9, 1872. 

We have known, Capt. George Hamilton for the past ten years, and have every con- 
fidence in him as a captain and thorough seaman. He has been in our employment 
for years past, and has given us the utmost satisfaction. 

T. & L SPINNER. 

York Street, Sydney, August 31, 1872. 

The bearer. Captain Hamilton, has been known to me for some years as the com- 
mander of vessels trading to the South Sea Islands. He was for a short time in my 
employment as master, and I can speak with confidence of him as thoroughly trust- 
worthy and energetic, as I believe can everv one by whom he has been employed. 

MOORE, HENDERSEN & BOUCHER. 

This is to certify that we have known Capt. George Hamilton over fifteen years, 
while in command of the Scotsman and other vessels in the island trade, and have 
always found him an able master, and careful in the conduct of his vessels. 

GEORGE A. LLOYD, Jr. 

Sydney, 6, 9, 1872. 

Sydney, May 10, 1872. 

Captain Hamilton has been in our employ, in command of the brig Scotsman, for the 
past five years, and during that period we have found him a very trustworthy and 
efficient officer. 

We have much pleasure in giving this recommendation, and shall be glad to hear of 
his obtaining a good command, fur which he is well qualified. 

He leaves our service in consequence of the sale of the Scotsman. 

T. & I. SPINNER. 

Apia Habbok, Jme 20, 1859. 

This is to certify that George Hamilton, now master of brig Caroline Hort, has been 
in our employ for two years, and has given us entire, satisfaction in this South Sea 
Island trade. 

HORT BROTHERS. 

Aft A, Samoa. 
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No. 25. 

Mr. Steinberger to Mr, Fish. 

MuLiNuu, Upolxj, Samoa.) 
October 29, 1875. (Received Dec. 6.) 

Sib : I beg to offer my resignation as an agent of the United States 
Government, reserving the tender of my resignation until sach time as 
I coald report under instructions and consider my duties ended. 

Believing that I may ever retain the confidence of my country, I have 
the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of StcUe^ Washington, D. C. 



No. 26. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 30,] United States Consulate, 

Apia, October 3, 1875. (Received Dec. 31.) 

Sib : I have the honor to inform you that I have been requested by 
the most worthy Lord Bishop Louis EUoy, of the Catholic diocese for 
Samoa, and also by the Revs. G. A. Turner, jr., and S. I. Whitmer, sec* 
retary and treasurer, and Revs. G. A. Turner, sr., and George Pratt, all 
of the board of missions for the Jjondon Missionary Society, to inquire 
of the Department of State the present status of Col. A. B. Steinberger 
in regard to the Government of the United States, and its future pro* 
tection of Samoa ; and whether he was authorized to form a govern- 
ment here : and whether it is their intention to sustain him by the 
power of tne United States Government. A full board of the London 
Missionary Society is ordered to be convened in November next, to 
take into consideration what steps ought to be taken to prevent the 
utter demoralization of the natives now going on since May last. 

If the bishop and members of the board of missions are assured Colo- 
nel Steinberger is not acting under authority of the United States Gov- 
ernment, or that the United States Government will not retain him in 
power by force, he will be sent off the island by their influence with 
the high chiefs. In consideration of the high character of these worthy 
men, and their desire not to mix themselves with political afl:airs of the 
country, and also their desire to still try and improve this people, that 
they regard still in their infancy, I have made this request for them, 
and respectfully beg an answer at your earliest convenience. 
I am, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER. 



No. 27. 

Mr, Campbell to Mr. Foster. 

No. 18.] Department of State, 

WashingtoUj January 12, 1876. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch No. 30, of 
the 3d of October last. It relates to the status of Col. A. B. Steinberger 
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ia Samoa, and the reqaest of certain missionaries to be informed whether 
Colonel Steinberger is authorized by the United States to form a gov- 
ernment in Samoa, and whether he will be retained in power in the 
islands by force. 

In reply, I have to inform you that Colonel Steinberger first went to 
the Samoan Islands in 1873, in the capacity of special agent of the 
United States Government, to make observations and report upon the 
character and condition of the islands and their inhabitants. After 
some months spent on the islands, he returned to this country and made 
his report In December, 1874, he was directed to proceed to the isl- 
ands again, in the capacity of special agent, for the purpose of present- 
ing a letter from the President, and a number of presents from this 
(Government to the Taimua of Samoa. He has fulfilled his mission, 
made his report, and tendered his resignation as special agent, which 
has been accepted, and any official or semi-official connection he may 
have had with this Government is terminated. His first visit to the 
islands was merely for the purpose of observing and reporting upon 
their condition ; his second visit was to fulfill certain duties in regard 
to which he was specially instructed, and which have been fulfilled. 
On neither occasion did his visit have any diplomatic or political sig- 
nificance whatever. Colonel Steinberger was not authorized or empow- 
ered by the United States to form a government in Samoa, or to pledge 
the United States to sustain, in any way, directly or indirectly, any 
government that he might form or assist in forming. 

The United States consol is the only representative of the United 
States in the Samoan Islands, and you will so inform the missionaries 
and others interested. 
I am, &c., 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Third Assistant Secretary. 
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THE AGENCY OF A. B. STEINBEEGEE IN THE SAMOAN 

ISLANDS. 



MESSAGE 

WB/OM THX 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



TRAKSMrrrmG 



To the House of Bepresentatives the report of the Secretary of State concent 
ing the agency of A, B. Steinberger in the Samoan Islands. 

March 2, 1877. — Ordered to be printed. 



To the House of Bepresentatives : 

I transmit herewith, in answer to the resolation of the House of Eep- 
resentatives of the 25th ultimo, a report from the Secretary of State, 
with accompanying papers. 

U. S. GEANT. 

Washinoton, February 24, 1877. 



Dbpabtmbnt op State, 

Washington^ February 24, 1877. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
House of Eepresentatives of the 25th ultimo, requesting that the Presi- 
dent, if not incompatible with the public interests, communicate to that 
body ^' all dispatches, letters, reports, and other papers, not already com- 
municated under a previous call, connected with the agency of A. B. 
Steinberger in the Samoan Islands," has the honor to transmit herewith 
copies of the papers mentioned in the subjoined list, and which include 
all the papers on file in the Department called for by the resolution. 

EespectfuUy submitted. 

HAMILTON FISH, 

The Pbesident. 



2 AGENCY OF A. B. STEINBERGEB IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

List of papers. 

1. Mr. SteiDberger to Mr. Fish, October 30, 1876. 

2. Same to same, October 30, 1875, with an accompaniment. 

3. The Taimua to the President, October 30, 1876. 

4. Proceedings of meeting between Captain Stevens, of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Barracouta, and the King and government of Samoa. 

5. Speech of King Malietoa. 

6. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, July 6, 1875, with accompaniments. 

7. Same to same, November 3, 1875, with accompaniments. 

8. Same to same, January 8, 1876, with accompaniments. 

9. Same to same, January 10, 1876, with accompaniments. 

10. Mr. Steinberger to the President, January 23, 1876. 

11. Protest of King Malietoa. 

12. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, January 24, 1876. 

13. The Taimua to the President, February 24, 1876. 

14. Same to same. May 1, 1876. 

15. Mr. Ogden to the President, May 5, 1876, with accompaniments. 

16. Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish, June 1, 1876, with accompaniments. 

17. Same to same, June 5, 1876. 

18. Mr. Piatt to Mr. Fish, June 27, 1876. 

19. Mr. Campbell to Mr. Piatt, June 30, 1876. 

20. Mr. Steinberger to the President, August 18, 1876. 

21. Same to same, November 14, 1876, with accompaniments. 

22. Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter, January 5, 1876, with accompaniments. 

23. Same to same, January 18, 1876, with accompaniments. 

24. Mr. Campbell to Mr. Foster, March 13, 1876. 

25. Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter, March 18, 1876, with accompaniments. 

26. Same to same, March 18, 1876, with accompaniments. 

27. Same to same, March 20, 1876, with accompaniments. 

28. Same to same, March 29, 1876, with accompaniments. 

29. Mr. Foster to Mr. Campbell, September 20, 1876, with accompani- 
ments. 

30. Same to same, September 20, 1876, with accompaniments. 

31. Mr. Campbell to Mr. Griffen, June 23, 1876. 

32. Mr. Griffen to Mr. Fish, February 2, 1877. 



No. 1. 
Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish. 

Government House, Mulinuit, Upolit, Samoa, 

October 30, 1875. (Eeceived December 6.) 

Sib : It has just come to the notice of the government that large 
tracts of land, claimed to be owned by the ^^ Polynesian Land Company," 
will be sold at public auction under the authority of S. S. Foster, agent. 
Titles to some of this land may be good, but such sale, without con- 
sultation with the government, is likely to result in grave complica- 
tions, especially as the name of the American consul is given to it. 
With sentiments of high consideration, I have, &c., 

STEINBERGER, 

Ptemier. 
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l^O. 2. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Fish. 

MuLiNuu, TJpoLu, Samoa, 
October 30, 1876. (Received December 6.) 

Sm : I have the honor to lay before the authorities of the Govern- 
ment of the United States a draught of treaty, proposed by the Kingdom 
of Samoa. 

His Majesty King Malietoa has been pleased to select a represent- 
ative near the capital at Washington, in the person of Walter S. Wil- 
kinson, esq., whose commission has been forwarded. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have, &c., 

STEINBERGER, 

Ftemier. 



[Inclosure.] 
Draught of proposed treaty between the United States and the Kingdom of Samoa, 

TREATY. 

The United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Samoan Islands, being 
desirons to maintain and improve the relations of good nnderstandiDg which happily 
subsist between them, and to promote commercial intercoarse between their respective 
States, have deemed it expedient to conclude a treaty of friendship, commerce, and 
navigation, and have for that purpose named as their respective plenipotentiaries — 
that is to say : The President of the United States of America, Hamilton Fish, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ; and His Majesty the King of the Samoan Islands, 
Walters. Wilkinson, accredited as his special commissioner to the Government of the 
United States, who, having communicated to each other their full powers, found to 
be in good and due form, nave agreed upon and concluded the following articles : 

Art. I. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the United States and 
the King of the Samoan Islands and his successors, and between their respective 
subjects. 

Art. II. There shall be between the United States of America and the Samoan 
Islands a reciprocal freedom of commerce. The subjects of each of the two contract- 
ing parties, respectively, shall have liberty to come with their ships and cargoes to all 
places, ports, and rivers in the territories of the other where trade with other nations 
IS permitted. They may remain and reside in any part of the said territories, respect- 
ively, and hire and occupy houses and warehouses, and may trade in all kinds of pro- 
duce and merchandise of lawful commerce, eigoying the same privileges as subjects, 
and subject to the same laws. 

Abt. III. No other or higher duties shall be imposed on the importation into the 
United States of any article the ^owth, produce, or manufacture of the Samoan 
Islands, and no other or higher duties shall be imposed on the importation into the 
Samoan Islands of any article the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, 
than are or shall be payable on the like article or growth, produce, or manufacture of 
any other foreign country. 

Art. rV. No duties or charges on account of tonnage, light-house, or harbor dues, 
pilotage, quarantine, or similar duties of any nature shall be imposed in either conn- 
try upon the vessels of the other which shall not be eqnsdly imposed on national ves- 
sels. 

Art. v. It is hereby declared that the stipulations of the present treaty do not apply 
to the coasting trade, which each contracting party reserves to itself, respectively, and 
shall regulate according to its own laws. 

Art. VI. Steam- vessels of the United States which may be employed by the Govern- 
ment in the carrying of their public mails across the Pacific Ocean, or from one port in 
that ocean to another, shall have free access to the ports of the Samoan Islands, with 
the privilege of stopping therein to refit, refresh, to land passengers and their bag- 
gage, and for the transaction of any business pertaining to the public mail-service of 
the United States. They shall not be subject in such ports to any duties of tonnage, 
harbor, light-house, quarantine, orj other similar duties of whatever nature or under 
whatever denomination. 
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Art. VII. The sabjeots of either of the contractiDg parties in the territories of the 
other shall receive and enjoy full and perfect proteorion for their persons and prop- 
erty, and shall have free and open access to the courts of justice in the said countries, 
respectively, for the prosecution and. defense of their just rights. They shall be en- 
titled to dispose of their personal property of any sort and denomination by sale, do- 
nation, exchange, or testament, or m any other manner whatsoever ; as also, with regard 
to the administration of jnstice, the subjects of each contracting party shall ei\joy in 
the territories of the other the same privileges, liberties, and rights as native or nat- 
uralized subjects; and their heirs or representatives, being subjects or citizens of the 
other contracting party, shall succeed to their personal property, and may take pos- 
session thereof and dispose of the same at will, paying to the respective governments 
such dues only as the inhabitants of the country wherein the said personal property 
is shall be subject to pay in like cases. Where on the decease of any person holdmg 
real estate within the tenitories of one party, such real estate would by the laws of 
the land descend on a citizen or snbject of the other were he not disqualified by alien- 
age, such citizen or subject shall be allowed a reasonable time to sell the same, and to 
withdraw the proceeds without molestation. 

The citizens or subjects of the contracting parties shall not be obliged to pay, under 
any pretense whatever, any other or higher taxes or impositions (jhan those which are 
or may be paid by native subjects. They shall be exempt from all compulsory mili- 
tary service whatsoever, whether by sea or land, and from all forced loans or military 
exactions or requisitions. Their dwellings, warehouses, and all premises appertaining 
thereto shall be respected. No arbitrary search of or visit to their houses, and no ar- 
bitrary examination or inspection whatever of the books, papers, or accounts of their 
trade shall be made ; but such measures shall be executed only in conlormity with the 
legal sentence of a competent tribunal. 

Art. VIII. The citizens of the United States shall have full liberty in the Samoan 
Islands to manage their own affairs or to commit them to the management of whom- 
soever they please, as broker, factor, agent, or interpreter, nor shall tney be restrained 
in their choice of persons to act in such capacities, nor shall they be called upon to 
pay any higher salary or remuneration than such as is paid by subjects of the Samoan 
UpoYomment. 

Citizens of the United States in the Samoan Islands shall be at liberty to buy from 
and sell to whom they like, and absolute freedom shall be allowed in all oases to the 
buyer and seller to bargain and fix the price of any goods, wares, or merchandise im- 
ported into or exported from t^e Samoan Islands as they shaU see good, observing the 
laws and established customs of those islands. The same privileges shall be ei^oyed 
in the United States by Samoan subjects, under the same conditions. 

Art. IX. It shall be free for each of the two contracting parties to appoint consuls 
and commercial agents in the ports of the other, but before any consul or commercial 
agent shall act as such he shall, in the usual form, be approved and admitted by the 
government to which he is sent. The said consuls and commercial agents are author- 
ized to require the assistance of the local authorities for the search, arrest, detention, 
and imprisonment of deserters from the ships of war and merchant-vessels of their 
country ; for this purpose they shall apply to the proper authorities, and shall in 
writing demand such deserter, proving by official documents that such individuals 
formed part of the crews; and this reclamation being thus substantiated, the surrender 
shall not be refused. 

The agents, owuf rs, or masters of vessels on account of whom the deserters have 
been apprehended, upon requisition of the local authorities, shall be compelled to take 
or send away such deserters from the states and dominions of the contracting parties 
or give such security for their good conduct as the law may require. But if not sent 
back or reclaimed within six months from the day of their arrest, or if all the expenses 
of such imprisonment are not defrayed by the party causing such arrest and imprison- 
ment, they shall be set at liberty and not again arrested for the same cause. 

Art. X. If any ship of war or merchant-vessel of either of the contracting parties 
should be wrecked on the coast of the other, such ship or vessel, or any parts thereof, 
and all furniture and appurtenances belonging thereunto, and all goods and merchan- 
dise which shall be saved therefrom, or the proceeds thereof, if sold, shall be faithfully 
restored to the proprietors, upon being claimed by them or by their duly-authorized 
agents, and if there are no such proprietors or agents on the spot, then the said goods 
and merchandise, or the proceeds thereof, as well as the papers found on said wrecked 
ship or vessel, shall be delivered to the United States or Samoan consul in whose dis- 
trict the wreck may have taken place, and such consul, proprietors, or agents shall pay 
only the expenses incurred in the preservation of the property, together with the rate 
of salvage which would haVe been payable in the case of a wreck of a national vessel. 
The goods and merchandise saved from the wreck shall not be sulvject to duties unless 
entered for consumption, it being understood that in case of any legal claim upon such 
wreck, goods, or merchandise, the same shall be referred for decision to the competent 
Is of the country. 
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Abt. XI. The vessels of either of the two contracting parties which may be forced 
by stress of weather or other cause into one of the ports of the other, shall be exempt 
m>m all duties of port or navigation paid for the benefit of the state, if the motives 
which led to their seeking refuge be real and evident, and if no cargo be discharged 
or taken on board save such as may relate to the subsistence of the crew or be neces- 
sary for the repair of the vessels, and If they do not remain in port beyond the time 
necessary, keeping in view the cause which led to their seeking refuge. 

Art. XII. The contracting parties mntaally agree to surrender, upon official requisi- 
tion, to the authorities of each, all persons who, being charged with the crimes of 
mnrder, piracy, arson, robbery, forgery, or the ntterance of forged paper, committed 
within the jurisdiction of either, shall be found within the territories of the other ; 
provided that this shall only be done npon such evidence of crimioality as, according 
to the laws of the place where the person so charged shall be found, would justify his 
apprehension and commitment for trial if the crime had been there committed ; and 
the respective judges and other magistrates of the two governments shall have author- 
ity, npon complaint made under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the 
person so charged, that he may be brought before such judges or other magistrates 
respectively, to the end that the evidence of criminality may be heard and considered ; 
and if on such bearing the evidence be found sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall 
be the duty of the examining judge or magistrate to certify the same to the proper 
executive authority, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such fugitive ; the 
expenses of such apprehension to be defrayed by the party who makes the requisition 
and receives the fugitive. 

Art. XIII. As soon as steam or other mail-packets under the flag of either of the 
contracting parties shall have commenced running between their respective ports of 
entry, the contracting parties a^ee to receive at the post-offices of those ports all 
mailable matter, and to forward it as directed — the destination being to some regular 
post-office of either country — charging thereupon the regular postal rates as estab- 
ushed by law in the territories of either party receiving said mailable matter, in 
addition to the original postage of the office whence the mail is sent. Mails for the 
United States shall be made up at regular intervals at the Samoan post-office and dis- 
patched to ports of the United States, the postmasters at which ports shall open the 
same and forward the incloseid matter as directed, crediting the Samoan government 
with their postages as established bylaw and stamped upon each manuscript or printed 
sheet. All mailable matter destined for the Samoan Islands shall be received at the 
several post-offices in the United States and forwarded to San Francjsco, California, on 
the Pacific coast of the United States, whence the postmasters shall dispatch by regular 
mail-packets to the Samoan Islands, the Samoan government agreeing on their part 
to receive and collect for and credit the Post-Office Department of the United States 
with the United States rates charged thereon. It shall be optional to prepay post- 
age on letters in either country, but postage on printed sheets and newspapers shall 
in all cases be prepaid. 

Art. XIV. The present treaty shall be in force from the date of the ratification for 
the term of ten years, and further, until the end of twelve months after either of the 
contracting parties shall have given notice to the other of its intentions to terminate 
the same, each of the contracting parties reserving to itself the right of giving such 
notice at the end of the said term of ten years, or at any subsequent term. Any sub- 
ject of either party infringing the articles of this treaty shall be held responsible for 
the same, and the harmony and good correspondence between the two governments 
shall not be interrupted thereby, each party engaging in no way to protect the offender 
or sanction such violation. 

Art. XV. The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United States 
of America, by and with the consent of the Senate, and by His Majesty the King of 
the Samoan Islands, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Muliuuu within eighteen 
months from the date of its signature, or sooner if possible. 



Ko. 3. 
The Taimua to President Grant 

[Translation.] 

Government House op Samoa, 

Mulinuu^ October 30, 1875. 
To Ulysses S. Grant, 

President of the United States of America : 

This is our letter to Toar Excellency, to give you some information 
respecting our government nowadays. 
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We are very pleased because we have got a government. We thank 
Ood for His great goodness in permitting us to have this quietness, and 
also that our country is happy. It was not so in years gone by. 

We are also thankful tor His goodness, in that you sent us the gen- 
tleman, Gol. A. B. Steinberger. He is a light to our path all the time. 
We are still very pleased with Gol. A. B. Steinberger, and we wish to 
help him, because he does everything justly, and he is so indefatigable, 
and be is also always so very careful in everything regarding this our 
government, and he is so lenient with us, and makes such allowances 
for our stupidity and darkness. That is why we so much wish that it 
would please God Almighty that we still remain as one with this gen- 
tleman in Samoa. 

We think now that soon the darkness will leave Samoa and that 
light will come, so that we might rejoice in it ; also, all the coming races 
of Samoa. 
There is something else we want to explain to Your Excellency : 
There is a great deal of our land that was sold any how during our 
war-time to different people of various nations now residing in Samoa. 
Now all this land is to be sold at public auetion on the 17th day of 
January of the coming year, by order of S. S. Foster, consul of the 
United States of America. The reason why we mention this is that 
you might see how it is, and give us your decision regarding it, because 
it is all dark to us. We have not had an investigation into land-titles, 
because of the great press of work that the premier, Col. A. B. Stein- 
berger, and we have to do. 
These are just a few remarks, that you might see how things are. 
We send our greatest love to Your Excellency. 
May it please God that your nation may prosper forever. 

TAIMUA of Samoa. 
LE MANA. 
TUIA. 

LE TUPEGA. 
SAMOA. 
FUATAGA. 
MATAN. 
TAGALOA. 
TANPAN. 
LE lATO. 
LE TULI. 
AUFAL 
MISA. 
LAVEA. 
A SI AT A. 
TIA. 

MATAAFA. 
Le Mamea, 

Secretary to the Taimim. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true translation of the orig- 
inal. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the 
Kingdom of Samoa this 30th day of October, A. D. 1876. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Secretary and Interpreter to the Taimua. 
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No, 4. 

Proceedings of meeting at Mulinuu, 

MuLiNuu, Island of Upolu, Samoa, 

Friday J December 24, 1876. 

Meeting between Captain Stevens^ of Her Britannic Majesty^s ship Barror 
couta^ and the King and government of Samoa^ in compliance with request 
of Captain Stevens. 

Present: The Kiug and Mayor Latrobe, his aid: Premier Steia- 
berger, and Piatt, secretary ; the Taimua secretary Mamea ; the Faipale, 
Lilo secretary ; Gaptain Stevens and staff, twenty-three marines, S. P. 
Williams, Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul ; S. S. Foster, United 
States consul; Wm. Layard, Her Britannic Majesty's consul at Tonga; 
Dr. Turner, jr., English missionary; Mr. Matthew Hunkin, interpreter. 

Gaptain Stevens opens the meeting by stating: 

I have availed myself of Your Majesty's kind invitation, and am ex- 
tremely glad to have had the opportunity of being introduced to Your 
Majesty and making your acquaintance. I have earnestly desired this, 
and regret that so many days should have elapsed without having had 
the opportunity. I will now, without any further preface, proceed to 
announce the object of my visit. I would state — 

1st. That Her Britannic Majesty's consul has stated to me that the 
object of my visit here has been grossly misrepresented. That gentle- 
man has requested me to investigate the causes of delay in the investi- 
gation of the cases of British subjects, the discourteous manner in which 
he has been constantly treated, and he has also informed me that Brit- 
ish subjects have beep summoned before courts of justice and summarily 
dealt with without^he^the consul, either being consulted or referred to; 
also, my attention has been drawn to various contumelious acts which 
have brought Her Britannic Majesty's consul into contempt and seriously 
interfered with Her Majesty's interests. 

2d. The procrastination and undue delay that Her Britannic Majes- 
ty's consul's representations have met with were prejudicial to the in- 
terest of British subjects residing here. 

3d. The infamous and outrageous treatment of a British subject on 
the 17th of December, 1875, by a person who had a commission signed 
by Mr. Steinberger. 

4th. Gertain notices of Her Britannic Majesty's which had been posted 
were torn down by a government officer, a serious and intended insult 
to the British government. 

5th. To the outrage committed on myself, my senior lieutenant, Her 
Britannic Majesty's consul, and another English gentleman on the 21st 
of December, by a person called Latrobe, and the insolent language he 
saw fit to address to me. This insult was conveyed by persons who 
were armed and stated to be soldiers of your government. The repre- 
sentatives of foreign governments had received no notice or intimation 
of the road being stopped or of there being any interruption to travel. 
(^ 6th. The fact of the presence of the British consul being continuously 
and constantly ignored, as by reference to letter received by me this 
morning, I made a request that all the foreign consuls should be present 
at this meeting and received notice that they should not be. 

I wish now to state that nothing was further from my intentions or 
my duty on my arrival here to do anything or to take any step against 
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your government. I am aware that exactly the contrary has been rep- 
resented and stated to yon. When such representations are made to me 
I would not be doing my duty did I not investigate them when so 
requested, and must, unwilling as I may feel, do so. 

It has been falsely stated, by whom you know as well as myself, that 
I came to annex these islands to the 'British crown ; that I came here to 
hoist the British flag; that I seized the schooner Peerless; that I 
intended to take your guns from you ; that the lands of the inhabitants 
of the Fiji Islands had been confiscated since those islands were 
annexed to the British crown, and that the inhabitants of those islands 
had been enslaved. These statements are absolutely false, and do not 
bear a semblance of truth. You know as well as myself who promul- 
gated these reports. I wish to observe again that what I denounce as 
being falsehoods are, viz : (recapitulates the above,) and I omitted to add 
" that the people had been tyrannized over.'' I have taken the opportu- 
nity of writing Mr. Layard, late administrator of the government of Fiji^ 
whom I will introduce to you. He is ready to answer any questions 
that you may ask him in reference thereto. I wish to observe that I 
have no power, no intention, and no wish to hoist the British flag and 
annex these islands to the British crown. The object of my visit was 
simply to watch the interests of British subjects and to perform the 
ordinary duties of a man-of-war visiting a foreign port or country. I 
will explain what I mean by the ordinary duties of a man-of-war — they 
are simply to protect the interests of British subjects, but never to 
interfere. Your government hitherto has not been recognized by any of 
the great powers, and consequently you cannot legislate for any of their 
subjects. As regards the Peerless, I will observe that I was not even 
consulted in reference to her seizure. 1 will state further, that on the 
morning of the 17th of December, as the American consul passed my 
ship to seize the Peerless, I received his first dispatch. I observed 
shortly after that the vessel had been seized and was being removed. 
Shortly afterward I received his second dispatch, and on the same day, 
and after the vessel had been removed to the inner harbor, I sent my 
senior lieutenant to obtain particulars of what the American consul had 
applied to me for, and it was not until four o'clock on the afternoon of 
that day, nearly eight hours after her seizure, that I sent a boat's crew, 
in compliance with the wishes of the American consul, to land a por- 
tion of her military equipment and munitions of war. 

I will read the dispatches of which I received three on that date, and 
my single reply dated the 18th, the following day : 

Apia, December 17, 1875. 
Captain Stevens, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Barracouta : 

Sir : As it is my intention to seize the schooner Peerless for violating the neutrality 
laws of the United States and for carrying arms, and fearing resistance, I ask that in 
case of resistance being offered, your assistance, and will give notice to you by either 
lowering a flag at half-mast or in some other way. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 

Dr. Turner explains to the King and the government that the neu- 
trality laws are "laws which prevent vessels carrying weapons of war^ 
except those employed by the great governments. '^ 

Second dispatch. 

Have seized the schooner Peerless and have placed a United States marshal on board,, 
and as he fears armed resistance, will you kindly render him any assistance he may ask 
for? 
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Steinberger iuterrnpts. 

Captain Stevens. I cannot permit any snch impolite and unusual 
interraptions, and appeal to Tour Majesty that I may be allowed to pro- 
ceed, and now request the interpreter to make known to the King what 
I have jnst stated. 

The King permits the captain to go on. 

Captain Stevens. It was not until after the receipt of this second 
dispatch that I sent my senior lieutenant with a boat's crew on board 
of the Peerless. 

Steinberger interrupts. 

Captain Stevens appeals to the King whether he wishes Steinberger 
to speak. 

The King consents that Steinberger speak. 

Steinbebgeb. I do not wish the Peerless matter to enter into this 
case at all, as it is a personal matter with myself, persons who have 
agreements with me, and the mortgagee, and in no wise connected with 
the Samoan government. 

Captain Stevens. I now call upon Mr. Steinberger to explain the 
inconsistency of his remarks now and a clause in his letter to myself, 
in which he states, ^^ I have seen fit to give her to the use of the Samoan 
government ;" this letter was not received by me until after I had taken 
the last step in relation to her. The part I took in reference to the 
Peerless relates to my professional duties, and hence becomes a portion 
of the investigation before us, and is one of the links that connects this 
vessel with my duties here, and one of the subjects of investigation 
before us today is the false report with reference to my action in regard 
to her. I am going to prove that the statement was made that I had 
seized the Peerless, from the mouth of the person who uttered it. 

Third dispatch. 

From Foster to British consul, which Captain Stevens states was 
transmitted to him by the acting British consul : 

Please inform Captain Stevens that, owing to my inability to procure help to dis- 
mantle the schooner Peerless, I wish him to send some men to dismantle her, remove 
her rudder, mast, and gnns, and send such things to the American consulate. 

Captain Stevens's answer, which he has stated to be the only letter 
written by him in answer to the dispatches of the American consul, and 
which he states was dated the 18th December : 

I have your dispatch relating to the dismantling of the Peerless. I shall be glad to 
render him such assistance in reference to a breach of the neutrality laws of the United 
States as he may require, but in the first instance I must have it understood that I 
-will not render any such assistance until all other efforts on your part have failed. 

And it was not until the Samoan government had forbidden its sub- 
jects to go on board that I took any step to help the representative of 
a friendly nation to do his duty. , You all know who was guiding your 
goverumental action at that time. I might here observe that it is the 
duty of nations at peace to assist each other when they are in great need, 
as in the present instance. I leave it for you to judge whether it is 
true or false that I seized the Peerless. It is equally untrue and false 
that I ever intended to take your guns from you or even intimated such 
a fact. 

At about 10.30 a. m. on the 17th of December, Mr. Piatt called on 
me on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta, stating that he 
had been requested so to do by Mr. Steinberger, to exhibit to me cer- 
tain credentials which Mr. Piatt then had with him ; that the said Mr. 
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Piatt said be had with him Steinberger's credentials for his position in 
the Samoan government, and his credentials from the President of the 
United States. Mr. Piatt informed me that both Steinberger and him- 
self were citizens of the United States of America. I then pointed oat 
to Mr. Piatt that it would be irregular for me to examine any papers 
except in the presence of the British consal. I declined to see these 
credentials for the reasons already stated, and informed Mr. Piatt that 
the American consal was the proper means of commanicaling with an 
English representative. I now reqaest that these documents that were 
offered to me on this occasion by Mr. Piatt, who stated that he came 
from Mr. Steinberger, be produced on this occasion. 

Steinberger inquires whether he wishes credentials from the Samoan 
government, or those from the United States. 

Captain Stevens. Those from the United States. And I now again 
request that those credentials which were once offered to me be now pro- 
duced, because they were offered to me in an irregular manner. [Pause.] 

I now wish to ask whether Mr. Steinberger refuses to produce the 
credentials that he offered to me in court, once offered in a surreptitious 
way. 

Steinberger states he has no objections to produce his authority as 
special agent of the United States Government to this meeting, and that 
he has other documents which he is willing to exhibit to the American 
consul, and which be now offers to do for the first time since his arrival 
in Samoa. 

Captain Stevens. I regret that Mr. Steinberger should refuse to pro- 
duce these documents ; it gives Mr. Steinberger's actions here and his 
behavior to myself a most unsatisfactory appearance. The fact of refus- 
ing to produce the credentials which Mr. Steinberger asserts he possesses, 
shows that he has something to conceal. His agent, Mr. Piatt, and 
consequently Steinberger himself, was ready to produce these docu- 
ments when no other witness was present, and I again state that it 
shows that he has something that he wishes to conceal when, asked to 
produce papers openly instead of surreptitiously, he declines ; therefore, 
I state that the only inference that can be drawn from his refusal to 
produce these documents is that he has something to keep back, not 
from me, but from yourselves, and I see fit to tell you so. 

I now wish all Samoans to understand that, by anything I say or do, 
I desire not to injure them in the slightest degree. I wish to render 
them every assistance in my power for a proper state of things and 
proper administration of laws ; that the British government has no 
other feelings toward them than those of the utmost kindness. I am per- 
fectly aware that the Samoans wish to do everything that is right. I 
am also aware that they have become almost entirely the servants of 
Steinberger ^ that he is a dictator, and that they fear and dread to dis- 
obey him, and that they fear bis resentment if they act as their own 
good sense and feelings tell them. 

The King rises and requests Captain Stevens to sit down, in order to 
give some one an opportunity to reply, and requests that Steinberger 
answer Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens requests that Dr. Turner interpret, to which Stein- 
berger assents. 

Steinberger, after a few preliminary remarks, proceeds to read an ex- 
tract from a letter of Commander Erben to Mr. Foster, Uiuited States 
consul, in which Commander Erben advises Mr. Foster to support Stein- 
berger and to counsel all Americans to do the same. Dr. Turner is re* 
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quested to translate the letter jnst read, but owing to its length he 
states it will take some time. 

Captain Stevens thereupon proposes an adjoarnment until Monday at 
10 a. m., and requests that the credentials referred to be handed to the 
American consul this day for the inspection of a committee, which I now 
appoint, to consist of the British, Oerman, and American consuls. 

Steinberger. I will not hand them to the American consul for the 
inspection of any such committee. 

Captain Stevens, (excitedly.) I protest against any such insinuations 
as to the honor of a representative of a great nation like the United 
States. 

Steinberger. I made no insinuations reflecting on the honor of the 
American consul. I have no objection whatever to exhibit my creden- 
tials and authority from the President of the United States to the com- 
mittee named; but I decline most emphatically to place papers in the 
hands of the American consul for the inspection of officers of foreign 
governments, such papers being of a confidential nature. I will, how- 
ever, as I have already oflFered, permit the American consul to look over 
my documents, and will have them ready for that purpose on Monday. 

Captain Stevens. I would ask Your Majesty's permission to name a 
gentleman to be present in my behalf when the papers that Mr. Stein- 
berger offers to produce to the committee are exhibited, and I name, 
with Your Majesty's consent, Mr. Layard, Her Britannic Majesty's consul 
at Tonga ; I would also suggest that a gentleman be named by the 
Samoan government. 

Steinberger. I am perfectly willing to exhibit all of my documents 
to the King and the government — they have already seen most of them — 
and am willing to exhibit to your committee what I have already offered 
to do, and will have them here on Monday. 

Captain Stevens. I would again call Your Majesty's attention to the 
fact that Mr. Steinberger must have something to conceal. 

Steinberger. I again repeat that I am perfectly willing to exhibit 
my credentials to the committee, and shall do so as promised on Mon- 
day, but none of my papers of a confidential nature. 

Captain Stevens. I would again call Your Majesty's attention to the 
fact that Steinberger is attempting to conceal something which Your 
Majesty should know, from the fact of his refusing to show all his papers. 

SteinberCtER. I now offer to produce my credentials. 

Captain Stevens. Will you hand in the papers you are willing to ex- 
hibit, viz, your credentials? 

Steinberger. I now produce them for the examinati'on of your 
committee. 

Investigation adjourned to Monday, December 27, 1875, at 10 a. m. 



Monday, December 27 j 1876. 

■M 

BARRACOUTA INVESTIGATION. 

Second day. 

Present: The King and Mayor Latrobe, his aid; Premier Steinberger, 
Piatt, secretary ; the Tairaua, Mamea secretary ; the Faipule, Lilo sec- 
retary ; Captain Stevens, staff, and marines ; Captain Yon Schlinitz, 
of the German steamer Gazelle ; Mr. Layard, British consul at Tonga ; 
S. 8. Foster, United States consul. 



12 AGENCY OF A. B. STEINBERGEB IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

Captain Stevens. When we a^jonmed Friday laat, Mr. Steinberger laid 
on the table an envelope containing two docaments only, which he pro- 
fessed were his credentials from the United States Oovernment, which 
credentials certain gentlemen, representatives of foreign powers here 
and at Tonga, kindly consented to examine and report apon. Mr. Stein- 
berger also promised to hand in other docaments; they have not been 
handed in. I now propose to read the report of the gentlemen referred 
to in reference to the documents which they have examined. 

King desires Steinberger to explain the reason of the non-prodaction 
of the other docaments to which Captain Stevens refers. 

Steinberger explains that he promised to prodace certain papers here 
this morning for the inspection of the American consul, but did not 
promise to exhibit them to the committee, and that he is ready to per- 
mit the American consul to examine his papers. 

Captain Stevens states that the committee received a letter from Stein- 
berger's secretary, declining to produce any papers. 

Steinberger states that his secretary did not write any letter to the 
committee, neither did he authorize any one to write such a letter. 

Captain Stevens. I now request Mr. Steinberger to produce his 
credentials. 

Steinberger states he is willing to show Captain Stevens, as an officer 
in Her Majesty's service, documents sufficient to convince him personally 
that the term "unprincipled adventurer'' does not apply to him, but 
must decline to exhibit to the committee any other papers than those 
he promised. 

Captain Stevens. I would politely call the attention of Your Majesty 
to the fact that I refused privately to look at any papers which Mr. 
Piatt, as Steinberger's agent, offered to exhibit to me, for reasons which 
I then assigned, viz, that I should be doing wrong were I to look at any 
official documents without the cognizance of my consul, and also of the 
American consul. I explained to Mr. Piatt on this occasion that the 
course and duty of an officer is clear, and the path narrow ; as soon as 
I stepped outside the line of my official duty, I was at sea ; and I now 
repeat that I now see no reason for changing the decision I then made. 
I would further point out to Your Majesty that a man of honor who 
undertakes a public duty, and who states he has a certain duty to per- 
form, is bound to exhibit his authority when so demanded, and I must 
say that I have served Her Majesty for a number of years, and have 
been intrusted with delicate missions of great importance, and would 
observe that I never had a public document in my life that I would 
not willingly exhibit when demanded ; and 1 now offer my commission 
as captain in Her Majesty's navy, and I consider it Mr. Steinberger's 
duty to do the same. I also offer to exhibit the credentials of the con- 
suls who are present. 

The King desires Steinberger to examine Captain Stevens's creden- 
tials and explain what his powers are. After doing so he would like 
one of the government to reply to the remarks of Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens insists upon his right to continue without interrup- 
tion, as he has not concluded. 

The King states that he does not wish to hear the captain any further, 
and requests his premier to read the letter of the President of the 
United States to the Taimua and rulers of Samoa. 

Captain Stevens objects, as he desires to go on with his^^tatement. 

The King insists upon having the Piesident's letter read. 

Steinberger reads the letter. 
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Captain Stevens inquires whether the letter just read is considered 
part of Steinberger's credentials. 

Steinberger states that he so considers it. 

Captain Stevens suggests that the letter be interpreted in Samoan. 

Dr. Turner reads the letter in Samoan. 

The King requests that Mamea read his written speech in reply to 
Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens objects to being interrupted at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings, as if these continual interruptions take place they will never 
get through. 

Steinberger asks permission of the King to speak. 

Captain Stevens remonstrates against Steinberger being allowed to 
speak, as he must insist upon continuing the statement he commenced 
to make, and would now state that he had not got a single answer to 
the questions he had put, and must insist upon no further interruptions. 

The King desires to know to whom Captain Stevens refers as having 
interrupted the proceedings, his premier or himself. 

Captain Stevens. My objection is based upon the fact that I com- 
menced to make a statement, and in consequence of your interruptions 
I was compelled to leave off. I now wish to point out to Your Majesty 
that certain documents were intrusted to certain people for interpreta- 
tion and investigation, and a report of their proceedings to be made 
here. I have made no progress whatever, and instead of having a hear- 
ing I am compelled to listen to other people. 

The Taimua and the Faipule here insist that the King's speech be read, 
and Captain Stevens sit down. 

Captain Stevens interrupts, and states that he must insist upon hav- 
ing a direct answer to his questions, and that he be allowed to proceed 
withoU't further interruption. 

The King requests his secretary to read his speech. 

Captain Stevens interrupts, and states that what he has to say will 
in no wise interfere with or prejudice the case in any way; he desires a 
fair hearing, and must have it. 

The King states that he has no desire to interfere with his casein any 
way, but wishes his speech read by his secretary before proceeding any 
further. 

Captain Stevens again interrupts, and states with all due deference 
to His Majesty he again most respectfully demands that he have a direct 
answer to his questions; must have an answer from His Majesty direct ; 
he cannot and will not permit his position as a British officer to be 
trifled with or compromised, and as such officer he demands with all 
due respect an answer to his questions. 

The King states there is nothing in the speech which he proposes to 
have read which will prejudice Captain Stevens's case in the slightest 
de^iTi^ee ; and that he has no desire to prevent his having a fair heariug, 
or to interfere in any way with the proceedings, and must insist upon 
having his speech read before proceeding any further. 

Captain Stevens desires to know in what way the contents of the 
document he proposes to have read will be presented to him. 

The King desires Mamea, secretary to the Taimua, to read his speech, 
after which it is handed to Dr. Turner to translate. 

Captain Stevens desires his thanks conveyed to His Msyestj, and 
states that h|tving heard but not uDderstandiug His Majesty's speech, 
he cannot reply to it until the next meeting, inasmuch as he cannot 
reply to a thing he does not know the meaning of. 
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The King requests that the conclusioD come to by the committee in 
relation to documents submitted be now made known to him. 

Captain Stevens states that his interpreter informs him that there are 
matters in the King's speech, which has just been read, which relate to 
his duties here. 

The King interrupts, and states he will hear him in reply at the next 
meeting, and again requests that the conclusions arrived at by the com- 
mittee on credentials be made known to him. 

Captain Stevens states it will give him pleasure to make them known. 
On last Friday two documents were handed in by Mr. Stein berger, 
designated as credentials, which were submitted to a committee con- 
sisting of the British acting consul, the German and the American 
consuls, and Mr. Layard, Her Britannic Majesty's consul at Tonga; also 
a letter from Commander Erben to the American consul for translation. 
I will now read the report of the consular committee, and the interpreter 
will read Commander Erben's letter afterward : 

We, the undersigned, having inspected the docaments submitted to us, do hereby 
testify that they are simply two passports, and cannot in any way be construed into 
credentials : the other documents promised by Steinberger have not been handed in as 
promised. 

I have been requested by the officials who signed the report above 
referred to, to show you what a passport is, and now exhibit for your 
inspection the passport of the American consul, Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Hunkin, interpreter, reads the passport in Samoan. 

Captain Stevens submits that it is not an official appointment bnt 
simply a passport. If Tour Majesty will examine the documents which 
were handed in by me for your inspection you will notice the difference 
between an appointment and a passport. In the opinion of the gentle- 
men composing the committee, the two documents handed in by Stein- 
berger were similar in virtue to the document just read to you. 

Steinberger asks permission to explain the difference in the docn- 
ments submitted. 

Captain Stevens states that he does not wish to be interrupted, and' 
requests that Mr. Foster's commission as American consul be read. 

The King states that he does not see any necessity of going into the 
credentials of Mr. Foster, as he has no doubt of his being properly 
accredited. 

Captain Stevens insists for the second time that the commission of 
Mr. Foster and Steinberger's passport be placed side by side and passed 
around the room by one of his attendants. 

The King states that he does not see the necessity for so doing, as he 
has no doubt of the validity of Mr. Foster's documents. 

Captain Stevens insists that it is a part of the investigation before 
them, and that for the benefit of all parties concerned he must insist 
that the passport and commission already referred to be placed side by 
side and exhibited around the room and compared. 

The King states that he has no wish that any such comparison should 
be made. 

Captain Stevens states that he has repeatedly made a very reasonable 
request, and regrets that His Majesty should object to so common a 
request. 

Steinberger hands in his commission and passport, also a special 
passport, which are examined by Mr. Layard and Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens. With these documents i)et'ore me, one of which is 
an American passport and the other an American commission for Mr.. 
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Steinberger, I would ask, previous to making any comments, whether 
Mr. Steinberger has any other commission of a later date. 

Steinberger states that of the two smaller documents handed in, one 
is an ordinary passport and the other a special passport and commission 
as special a^ent ; the larger one is his original commission, which has 
never been revoked. 

Captain Stevens desires to remark, in reference to the documents in 
question now before him, the impression on Mr. Foster's documents and 
that upon Mr. Steinberger's are entirely diflferent, and besides his have 
not the great seal while those of Mr. Foster have. 

Dr. Turner explains that '^ special agent" is merely a messenger. 

Mr. Hunkin excepts to Dr. Turner's interpretation ; Dr. Turner stands 
corrected. 

Captain Stevens reads an extract from a letter of Hamilton Fish, esq., 
dated IN^ovember 14, 1874, to Jonas M. Ooe, which was furnished by Mr. 
Foster, in which Mr. Fish states that Steinberger has no power to make 
a treaty or in any way pledge the protection of the United States to the 
Samoan Islands. 1 now wish to call your attention to the fact that your 
application to be taken under the protection of the American Govern- 
ment was by that letter thrown out, denied. I now wish to draw your 
attention to the fact that Steinberger presents one document as his only 
credential, and that is a document of a very different nature to that 
held by the American consul. Among other things the American 
consul's commission has the great seal of the kingdom, the other has 
not ; Steinberger's documents contain certain requests similar to all 
passports. It is true he is designated '^ special agent," but denies that 
it is an appointment in any sense, but simply a passport. 

Steinberger explains the difference between his passport and his com-^ 
mission as '' special agent." 

Captain Stevens. Mr. Steinberger just remarked the difference be- 
tween a passport and a commission, and called your attention to the 
difference in the papers submitted ^ the one describing height, &c., is a 
class of passport given to any person, the other is given only to persons 
of higher rank or to persons of distinction ; as if, for instance, I desired 
to visit France, 1 should have a special passport, being an officer in Her 
Majesty's service ; it has no virtue different from the other, except that 
persons possessing such passports are treated with greater considera- 
tion. Galls attention to Mr. Foster's commission as consul, and states 
that it is addressed precisely the same as all such commissions are 
addressed to sovereigns or countries to whom consuls are accredited; it 
also states what authority the document gives him, and what relation 
he is to bear toward the people to whom he is accredited. 1 will here 
remark that the document in question does not give authority to do 
anything, and a man of honor would not assume to act on any such 
authority, and any person who would act on such a document would do 
very wrong. 1 would also call your attention to the fact that Mr. 
Foster's document bears the signature of two person, viz, the President 
and the Secretary of State. Steinberger's document bears only the 
signature of the Secretary of State, and has not the great seal. I now 
desire to ask Mr. Steinberger what nationality he is. 

SxEii^BEBaEB. 1 am subject to the action of the United States Con- 
fess, which meets in December. I made application to the Secretary 
of State to have an act passed permitting me to hold office under the 
Samoan government until 1 hear from the United States. 1 am acting 
under the Samoan government. 

Captain Stevens. I desire to know whether you are a citizen of the 
United States or not ? 
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Steinbebgeb. The Congress of the United States will answer that 
question at its present session. 

Captain Stevens. Then I am to understand Mr. Steinberger to say 
that at present he belongs to no nation. 

Steinbebgeb. Until I receive notice from the United States 1 con- 
sider myself a citizen of the United States ; then if my country desires 
to expatriate me, I will become a subject of the kingdom of Samoa. 

Captain Stevens. I cannot understand how Steinberger can hold 
office under the Samoan government, be a special commissioner of the 
United States, and at the same time be an American citizen ; because 
I observe on page 77 of the acts of the Forty -third Congress, chapter 
294, that no ambassador can hold office under any foreign government. 

Steinberger calls attention to the fact of the num1]^r of American 
officers who are now on the Khedive's staff; also to others who served 
in the Crimea, and to otiiers of different nationalities who have served 
foreign governments. 

Captain Stevens states that, in reference to the gentlemen referred 
to, Steinberger is quite correct, and that he is quite well aware that 
foreigners frequently take service under other governments, but is also 
aware that every one of those people are compelled to obtain their coun- 
try's permission before accepting such position, and any one who accepts 
such position without first having obtained his country's permission is 
guilty of a serious breach of his country's laws. Hitherto Steinberger 
has produced no commission or credentials. Whether he has them or 
not I do not know. He ought first to have obtained his country's per- 
mission before acting as he has dotie. 

Steinberger inquires if that is not a question between himself and his 
country. 

Captain Stevei^s. Yes; it is a subject for his country, and is a sub- 
ject for others when he interferes with the rights of foreign representa- 
tives. J may say that this investigation would not have taken place 
had it not been for Mr. Steinberger's action in reference to myself, Her 
Britannic Majesty's consul, and other British subjects. His Majesty 
appointed this meeting, and requested that his premier be present. I 
will now read a letter from the Secretary of the Navy of the United 
States addressed to Admiral Almy, dated November 13, 1874, in reference 
to claims between United States citizens and Samoans, requesting the 
admiral to send the Tnscarora to Samoa to investigate such claims, and 
on arrival to communicate with Mr. Foster, the American consul, on the 
subject of claims, and convene a court of inquiry, and after the adjourn- 
ment of said court to submit proceedings. I would now remark that on 
Friday last a letter from Erben to Foster was handed in for translation. 
Dr. Turner will now read the translation ; (which is done. Stevens con- 
tinues:) That officer. Commander Erben, complied with his orders, which 
were, viz, to come here and investigate certain American claims; and 
you will see by that letter that those are the only instructions which 
he had, including that of reporting upon what he had done. I will 
now read an extract from a letter of Foster, the American consul, to 
Willjams, Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul, dated December 24, 
1876: 

The dooament as read to-day was written to me by CommaDder Erbeo^ and Com- 
mander Erben had no right to give Steinberger a copy. 

Foster states, moreover, that the Tuscarora was sent here at his re- 
quest. I would here remark that the letter of Erben is simply the opin- 
ion of an officer of an American man-of-war, in reference to what he 
considers Mr. Steinberger's position to be. Mr. Steinberger is out of 
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order in producing the letter without first having received the permis- 
sion of the United States consul, inasmuch as he is an American subject. 
Commander Erben's opinion on this matter is not of the slightest differ- 
ence to you, nor to any other person who is interested in this matter ; 
the point we are now investigating is, underand by what authority Steiu^ 
berger came here on the occasion of his second visit ; it is this which 
interests you, and not what Gomuiander Erben's opinion might be, not- 
withstanding I have effectually disposed of this man Erben's letter. 1 
will refer you to statement which Erben makes in the fourth paragraph, 
which I now read ; (the letter states that Steinberger is properly in- • 
dorsed.) You are aware of this fact only from wbat he (Erben) says. 
We have had nothing yet presented in the way of credentials. The 
private letter of Grant is not official, and is no authority to do anything. 
This man Grant's letter is simply a friendly letter; it means nothing, 
and does not commit the Government of the Uoited States to anything 
whatsoever, and I will state, that so far from being 

The King interrupts, and states that the day being so far advanced, 
suggests an adjournment until Wednesday. 

Captain Stevens would prefer an adjournment until tomorrow, if it 
would suit His Majesty, but desires first to finish the sentence which he 
had commenced. 

The King again rises and interrupts Captain Stevens, and states that 
it is not the wish of his government to investigate any of his appoint- 
ments or the credentials of Mr. Steinberger ; their idea was that Pre- 
mier Steinberger had his appointment from them, and was an officer 
of their government, and that they were responsible for his acts. If he 
had done anything wrong, it was their business to investigate the mat- 
ter, and they did not wish foreign representatives to interfere in their/ 
governmental matters. 

Dr. Turner, the interpreter for Captain Stevens, misinterpreted the 
latter part of the King's speech, as follows : That if Steinberger had done 
anything wrong, and that should foreign governments desire to remove 
him and take him away from Samoa, they might do so as long as their 
government was not disturbed. 

After the above undoubtedly willful misinterpretation, there was great 
consternation among the officers and all who understood English, and 
great confusion. 

Mr. Hunkin, the government interpreter, said the King's remarks 
did not bear any such construction, but entirely the reverse, and that 
the King had said nothing that could be so construed. 

The King was requested to repeat his remarks, which he did in sub- 
stance, that Steinberger was a lawfully-appointed officer of their gov- 
ernment ; that if he had done anything wrong, or had violated his oath, 
it was the business of his government; that they were responsible for 
bis acts, and that they did not consider that he had violated his duty ; 
and that, moreover, that they did not wish any foreign representatives 
to interfere in their governmental matters. The King then desired that 
his speech, which had been read by his secretary in Samoau, be trans- 
lated into English, and that the meeting adjourn until Wednesday a. m. 

Captain Stevens rises, notwithstanding tbe King's request to adjourn, 
and goes on to state : We were well aware of the visit of the Tuscarora 
and the purpose of her visit, and so far from Erbeu's letter being satis- 
fiUJtory, I and all right-minded people consider it extremely unsatis- 
factoiy ; and as I wish to get through with this investigation some time 
or other, I must insist upon going on to-morrow morning. 

The King slates we will adjourn until Wednesday a. m. at 10 o'clock. 

H. Ex. 44 2 
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Wednesday, December 29, 1875. 

BABBACOUTA INVESTIGATION. 

Third day. 

Present : The King and Latrobe, his aid ; Premier Steinberger, Piatt 
secretary; the Taimua, Mainea secretary; Faipule, Lilo secretary; Cap- 
tain Stevens and staff, and marines ; JBer Britannic Majesty's acting 
consul, Williams; United States Consul Foster ; Mr. Layard, Her Britan* 
nic Majesty's consul at Tonga ; Dr. Turner. 

Captain Stevens. Tour Majesty, may I ask if we are assembled 9 

The King. We are assembled. 

Captain Stevens. In all civilized and enlightened countries, when a 
gentleman rises to address a public meeting, he is not interrupted until he 
completes his address. His Majesty's address was listened to by ine 
without interruption, (read in Samoan, of which he did not understand a 
word,) on Monday last, and so far from having been treated in the same 
manner on the last two days of this meeting, I was constantly met with 
interruptions and obstructions, and I would now record a most earnest 
protest against such derogatory treatment, and beg that I may be per- 
mitte<l to proceed without further interruption. Does Your Majesty 
assent to this I as it is only on this condition that I shall dwell on any 
part of Your Majesty's address to myself. 

The King. It is agreeable to me that you say all you have to say with- 
out interruption. 

Captain Stevens. Before proceeding further, one of my officers will 
read the translation of His Majesty's speech, which was read in Samoan 
at»our last meeting by His Majesty's secretary. 

(Officer reads translation.) 

Captain Stevens. It would answer no useful purpose for me to answer 
seriatim all the different iK)ints of His Majesty's address, as I have al- 
ready disposed of many of them. There are, however, one or two par- 
ticular points which I cannot allow to pass unnoticed ; first, with regard 
to paragraph 16 of His Majesty's address, in reference to the annexation 
of Fiji, &c. (Quotes paragraph.) I disclaim taking notice of any false 
rei>orts which private individuals have spread abroad, but the point I 
did take notice of was that scandalous reports of the treatment of the 
inhabitants of the Fijis were put into circulation by Mr. Steinberger, 
and I said other matters as well as the P'ijis. This I have the power to 
establish beyond a doubt, with reference to paragraphs 25 to 30 inclu- 
sive. " You have examined my premier, &c. We would like to know 
what is the object of this investigation, and are greatly in the dark ia 
reference thereto." To this matter I would beg your most careful atten- 
tion. You remember that you sent to America a request that the gov- 
ernments of America and Samoa be united, and you believe that your 
wish was accepted by the American Government, and that Mr. Stein- 
berger was sent down here by that Government to assist you in making 
laws and organizing your government. I wish to make clear to you 
that this belief of yours is entirely wrong. I proved to you conclusively 
on Monday last that Mr. Steinberger has no credentials from the United 
States Government. I wish again to inform you that the whole subject) 
of the annexation of, or the establishment of a protectorate over, the 
Samoan Islands was discussed in the United States Congress in 1874, 
after Mr. Steinberger's return home after his first visit here, takiug 
with him your request, which has been read here, and the decision 
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whicli was arrived at was that they would have nothing to do with 
either a protectorate or the annexation of this group. You will 
thus observe that when Mr. Steinberger came down here the second 
time he misled and deceived yon all. He has no commission to warrant 
him in acting as he has done. CTsurping a power he does not possess, 
he is trying to get your power into his own hands and to enslave you 
all. Are you not ashamed to think you have such a man at the head of 
your affairs ? You state the cause of this investigation is obscure to you 
In reply, I can only repeat what I have already stated, that this in- 
vestigation never would have taken place but for the improper treat- 
ment of Her Britannic Majesty's consul in the first place, and the insult 
conveyed to him and myself by Mr. Latrobe, the false reports put in 
circulation in reference to British rule in the Fijis, the habitual disre- 
gard of Her Majesty's consul, the denialof recognition of consular juris- 
diction, and also the other complaints I have charged your premier 
with, and which I set forth fully on Friday last, and from which most 
serious matters have emanated, inasmuch as I have pointed out to you 
that all this trouble has been caused by Steinberger, who proclaims him- 
self to be an American subject ; and here I must point out to you that 
yoa consider you have perfect and absolute control of him, whereas you 
have none at all, he being an American subject. 

In clause 27 of His Majesty's address he makes a i^tatement which he 
contradicts in tbe preceding section, viz, that you did not wish Stein^ 
berger to have any commission from the American Government. (Clause 
27, and then 26, read.) In paragraph 27, the one first read, and on 
which I now comment, you have, to all intents and purposes, indorsed 
Steinberger's action, both past, present, and in the future, and you 
therefore render yourselves liable for whatever redress theEuglish gov- 
ernment may choose to demand from you for all the shortcomings set 
forth by me in my complaints to you. I regret very much from every 
point of view that you should have adopted this course, notwithstand- 
ing I have already proved to you that Steinberger has no credentials, 
and has thus imposed on you and endeavored to do also on myself; and 
notwithstanding that I have proved distinctly to you that all his writ- 
ings are false. If, however, you have determined to support him and 
all his outrageous acts, I have now to tell you that I concur in the views 
of Her Majesty's consul, viz, that you cannot carry out any law what* 
ever in relation to British subjects; and Her Majesty's consul and my- 
self hereby enjoin you not to attempt to do so under any pretext what- 
soever, either to collect taxes or fines or to attempt to coUect them or 
entbrce their collection, either directly or indirectly. After leaving 
here today, I shall consider what course it is best for the British consul 
and myself to pursue, as, from your determination to support Steinber- 
ger, the matters which we have been considering have assumed a most 
serious phase. I would here inform you that my actions and words will 
be faithfully reported and made known to the representatives of all the 
foreign powers here, for in the performance of my duty I have nothing 
to conceal and no object in doing so. 

In conclusion, I wish to know whether your resolution to support Mr. 
Steinberger is tbe deliberate intention of your King, the Taimua, the 
Faipule, and your whole nation. I pause for a reply. Gentlemen, [ 
have concluded. I desire a reply to my question, an immediate reply, 
and I now appeal to Your Majesty for an immediate answer. 

The King rises to speak ; tbe captain and his staff prepare to break 
op tbe meeting. Amid considerable confusion the King requests an 
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adjournment of three days, to answer the latter part of the captain's 
speech and to give his premier an opportunity to explain. 

Captain Stevens. I desire a written request from Hia Majesty to that 
effect, as I cannot subject myself to the accusation of forcing meetings 
to which I have been invited. 

Captain Stevens and staff then abruptly leave the meeting. 

The King and the Taimua and Faipule then have a consultation and 
agree to stand by and support Steinberger at all hazards. 

The meeting then adjourns. 



3fo.6. 
Speech of King MaJietoa, 

[Translation of the speech of King Malietoal, in answer to one by Captain Stevens 
of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barraconta, December 27^ 1875.] 

1. Your excellency. Captain Stevens of the Barracouta, of the fleet of 
Her Majesty, Queen of England : 

2. We, that is myself, my house of nobles, and house of representa- 
tives, were very happy to meet you on the 24th instant and to salute 
you. 

3. You requested that your lieutenants, a guard of honor for yourself, 
a clerk, and an interpreter might be present, to which we assented. 

4 and 5. You also requested that our premier, the acting British con- 
sn), and the consul of the United States of America might be present, 
to which we also assented. 

6. You also asked our permission to invite the captain of the German 
man-of-war Gazelle, to which we also assented. 

7. You also requested that the meeting of the 24th December be ad- 
jounied to thi© date, to which we consented. 

8. I am happy to be able to answer your speech of the 24th instant 
to-day. 

9. In order that you may judge dispassionately, and moderate your 
feelings: 

1. Your acting British consul has informed you that we do not respect 
him, and that the complaints of British subjects residing in Samoa are 
not attended to. 

2 and 3. It is true that in the past we were not accustomed to the ways 
of enlightened nations, and our government was not well administered 
then. 

4. The British consul knows very well that he forbade British subjects 
residing in Samoa from paying any taxes to the Samoan government in 
1874, and the reason for his so doing. 

5. But now that our government is established, and we have appointed 
officers to iiianage the diflterent departments of the government, we are 
quite happy, and our people will respect the rights of gentlemen from 
great govern tueuts who come here to reside. 

6. Before .your excellency arrived, and before your vessel was anchored 
in Apia, we had notified the acting British consul of our api)oiutment8, 
and that the proper officers of our government were ready to investi- 
gate any and all claims of British subjects. 

7. His answer was quite satisfactory, and the officers of our govern- 
ment are now awaiting the pleasure of the acting British cou»ui. 
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8. In reference to the panisbment of a British subject on the 17th of 
December, and the tearing dowo of notices to which you refer, we shall 
be glad to have that and any other matters investigated before a proper 
court. 

9. The other matter you refer to or complain of, viz, the outrage com- 
mitted on yourself, your lieutenant, the acting British consul, and an- 
other English gentleman, on the 21st of December last, we were under 
the impression that we had explained the matter to your satisfaction in 
our letter addressed to you under date of the 2M instant. 

10. Your excellency states this as one of the reasons why you think 
our people do not show proper respect to the British consul. 

11. Our answer to that is this : We are convinced that our officers 
and soldiers did what they considered to be their duty, and we there- 
fore sustain them. 

12. We did not comprehend the object of your visit to Samoa until 
you stated it to-day ; and 

13. It is our wish that you explain to us thoroughly all you have 
stated. 

14. We have heard nothing in reference to the hoisting of the British 
flag over Samoa. 

15. As to the two chiefs to whom you referred in a letter to us as 
having made such a request to you, you knew that they had no author- 
ity from pur government. Still we are obliged that you paid no atten- 
tion to them, as we have already conveyed our sentiments in our letter 
to yon of the 23d instant. 

16. As to the matter of the annexation of the Fijis to the British gov- 
ernment, we have explained to your excellency that we care nothing 
about the affairs of the Fiji government. There are many people in 
Samoa who have lived in Fiji, and who know all the facts and who may 
have made some statements in reference thereto, still we do not credit 
anything that they say without knowing ail the facts and the whole 
truth. 

17. We now say to you further that we have heard nothing definite in 
reference to the annexation of our country to the British government, 
except from some British subjects residing in Samoa. We do not wish 
to entertain any such maiter. 

18. As to the part of your excellency's speech concerning the vessel 
called the Peerless, we have nothing to say about her, as it is a matter 
that does not concern us, and we leave it for Mr. Foster and our premier 
to settle in the United States. 

19. In reference to what you say m regard to taking our arms from 
us, it is true we became suspicions that you had such an intention when 
we heard that some of your officers and crew helped to remove a portion of 
the arms that were presented to our government by the Government of 
the United States, and which were placed on board the yacht Peerless 
by officers of the United States man-of-war Tuscarora, and we therefore 
justly feared that you might take all the rest of our arms ; we made a 
demand on Mr. Foster for the arms which your officers removed, and he 
refused to deliver them up ; hence our fears proved correct. 

20. We shall be glad to have an investigation into the affairs of British 
subjects, in accordance with the custom of investigations by men-of-war, 
and also any other matters that you may desire. 

21. You have informed us that none of the great governments of the 
world will recognize us, and that it is useless for us to make laws. It 
is doubtless true that you may think so, but notwithstanding your opin- 
ion, we shall make laws and endeavor to enforce them, and we pray 
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that the chief ralers of all governments, great and small, in the world 
will assist ns in so doing. 

22. We would again inform yoar excellency that the reason why we 
recalled the Samoans, who were on board of the Peerless after her 
seizure, was that we did not wish our people to be in any way implicated 
in the matter. 

23. It is not clear to us that the laws of the United States forbid ves- 
sels of that nation carrying arms, as we have seen a great many vessels 
from that country in Samoa which carried arms and ammunition, and 
also many vessels of other great nations. 

24. We would again explain to you that the arms on board the Peer- 
less were placed there by officers of the American Government, and not 
by us, as our premier has explained to you already. * 

* 25. You have examined our premier for the purpose of having him 
show you his papers from the American Government ; we now wish to 
impress truly on you that he is neither an adventurer nor a schemer, bat 
he is a gentleman whom we requested the President of the United States 
to send to us, in our petition to him, to assist us in establishing our gov- 
ernment. 

26. In accordance with our petition this gentleman was sent by the 
President. 

27. We were a ware of everything that transpired in reference to Colonel 
Steinberger before we appointed him premier of our government. We 
did not wish him to have a commission from the United States of 
America to. establish our government ; he has taken the oath of alle- 
giance to our government, and we will protect him. 

28. We would now this day demand of your excellency what is the 
meaning of this examination of our premier? 

29. Who is it that doubts he is our premier ; which of the consuls is 
it that does not know he has been so appointed by us ? 

30. We must agnin impress upon you that we do not understand the 
object of this investigation, and am greatly in the dark in reference 
thereto. 

I hereby certify that the above is a correct translation of the King's 
speech, and that I wrote the origiual at His Majesty's dictation. 

LB MARNEA, 
Judge at Mulinuu, 



BTo. 6. 
Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Fish, 

Apia, Samoa, July 6, 1875. 

SiB: The detention of a vessel for the port of San Francisco enables 
me to transmit copy of proceedings in the trial of the man who assaulted 
Mr. Foster. 

The plain facts are : S. S. Foster was assaulted by one of the many 
worthless people here upon the beach — but these people have been his 
friends. 

Mr. Foster left for the Friendly Islands the next day after the assault; 
the assailant has been in custody for thirty three days, and the govern- 
ment have been urgiug a trial tor some time. 

The arrest was conducted in a most creditable manner by the sheriff 
with an armed militia force ; but the gravity of the case is lessened by 
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the fact that S. S. Foster at the time of the assault was not the United 
States consul, as per inclosed statement, swom to before D. 8. Parker, 
United States vice-consul, who had been appointed previous to the 
assault. This point had much weight with the jury. 

However unhappy such matters may be, and deploring the unfortu- 
nate pecuniary condition of Mr. Foster, yet I am compelled to report 
that his entanglements and lack of character render him unfit for the 
duties of his office. 

I have the honor to report that the fourth day of July came upon 
Samoan Sunday, but the day was celebrated on Monday, 5th, by Ameri- 
cans and Samoans. 
I have, &c. 

A. B. STBINBBRGBR, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa. 



Mr, Foster to Mr, Steinhtrger, 

United States Consulate, 

ApiOf June 4, 1875. 

Sir : I wisb, through your aid and assiatance with the Samoan jj^overninent, to have 
two American citizens, named Henry C. Edwards and J. P. Woodwortb, brought be- 
fore the court and punished according to the lawb of this place ; for without the aid 
and assistance of the authorities consuls are powerless, and consequently life is not 
safe from lawlcRS desperadoes so often found on the islands of the Pacific. 

I charge Henry C. Edwards with assaulting me in the public street near my office in 
a most brutal manner, choking me severely, and using language against me too inde- 
cent to repeat, besides calling me a damned old liar, and saying I bad peijured myself 
before the late consular court that condemned him for slander. He also threatened to 
flog me and choke me to death, which I believe he would have done had not Mr. A. D. 
VoTkman ran to my assistance. 

I also charge J. P. Wood worth with being accessary to the act, with aiding and abet- 
ting him, and slandering me and other high officers of the government. 

I also charge him with standing by and seeing me maltreated and refusing to assist 
me when called upon, and that he also advised the said Edwards to assault and choke 
me, nsing at the same time language against me not tit to repeat. 

It is also my true belief that my life is not safe, or the lives of others whom these 
two persons have a grudge against for some real or fancied injury they may allege 
done them, sp long as they are permitted to remain on the island unconfined. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, and which I am able to prove by the follow- 
ing-named witnesses: Mr. A. D. Volknian, Mr. D. S. Parker, Mr. W. H. Dunn, Mr. Beau- 
mersten, Mrs. S. S. Foster, Fala, (Mrs. Clark,) Tasi, (Mrs. Crowley,) Mrs. Charles Cook, 
Lnsi & Mele. 

S. 8. FOSTER. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4th day of June, A. D. 1875. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the consulate 
at Apia this day and year next above written, and of the Independence of the United 
States the ninety-ninth. 

[L. 8.] D. S. PARKER, 

United States Vice-Consul. 



FBR, ) 
UtDS. ) 



Foster, 

Edwards. 

July 6, 1875. 

On the bench : Jud^e John H. B. Latrobe, sr. 

Jury: English subjects, Messrs. David and Young; American citizens, Messrs. 
Waters and Alvord; German subjects, Messrs. Levison and Grdht; Samoans, Messrs. 
Tuiatafu, Saga. Lelevana, Siale, Tuala, and Tupuola. 

Mr. Williams, interpreter and clerk of the court ; Mamea, secretary for government. 

S. S. Foster, plaintiff; H. C. Edwards, defendant. 

Judge called the attention of the court to the cause of action : assault and battery. 

Defendant, do you plead guilty or nott 

Not guilty. 

Judge stated there would be no attorney for either party ; each would plead his own 
cause. 
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Mr. Adolph Volkman sworn, and testified as follows : 

I was standinj^ at my counter writing a letter, and happened to lookup and saw Mr* 
Edwards throttling Mr. Foster, and pushing him against the fence, when I got my hat 
and ran oat, when I saw Mr. Foster beckoning to me for assistance. When I reached 
Mr. Foster, Mr. Edwards had let go his neck. That is all I saw. Then I asked Mr. 
Edwards what is the matter. Then he told me if I had the same provocation I 
would do the same. I said no, becaase Foster was an old man. Then Mr. Edwards 
went away. 

Mr. William Bbaumersten sworn, and testified as follows : 

Mr. Edwards came to my house and wanted Wood worth to go to Mr. Foster's and get 
a written agreement; then Edwards went to Mr. Foster's for the agreement, and then 
returned and said that Mr. Foster would not give him the paper ; then Wood worth 
told him to go again for the paper ; then Mr. Edwards did not go, but stopped for 
breakfast. After dinner Edwards went down, and then I heard that Foster had been 
throttled by Edwards. Edwards said that Mr. Foster struck him first with an um- 
brella. Mr. Edwards came back with no paper. Wood worth told him to go again and 
get the paper. That is all. 

Mrs. Charles Cook sworn, and testified as follows : 

I saw nothing myself, but heard a noise, and then ran out and saw Mr. Edwards 
throttle Mr. Foster. That is all. 

Mrs. S. S. Foster sworn, and testified as follows: 

I was up at my house, and one of my boys came and told me Mr. Foster wanted me to 
translate a letter. I started to go, and saw Mr. Foster behind me. Then we walked 
together. When we got to the road, Mr. Edwards stood before us, and Mr. Wood worth 
about twelve feet distant. I saw they were after some design. Then Mr. Foster asked 
Edwards if he wanted to see him, and he said yes. Then Mr. Foster said if it were 
about the paper, to go to Parker, as he had nothing to do with it. We both went into 
the ofiSce ; then Mr. Foster came out and left me alone ; then I looked out and saw 
Messrs. Foster, Wood worth, and Edwards talking together. Mr. Foster was leaning 
against the fence. Then I looked again and saw Edwards choking Mr. Foster; then I 
ran out and said to him three times. ''Let Mr. Foster go ;'' then Mr. Foster asked him if 
he wanted to strike an old man like him, and then Edwards said no, not to strike you, 
but to choke, and then swore, # # » » » ^nd your power is no more 
than that of a cat. Then Mr. Yolkman came, and Mr. Foster called on him for assist- 
ance. All the time Woodworth was standing close by, and did not offer to help. 

Melb Okloff sworn, and testified : I went to the quarrel and it was all over. 
I did not witness the, assault on Mr. Foster. I heard from reports of the assault on 
Mr. Foster. 

Fala was sworn, and testified that : I heard Mrs. Foster call me to help Mr. Foster, 
but did not know what it was abont. Then I went down and saw Messrs. Foster and 
Edwards standing at the gate, an4 Edwards had hold of Mr. Foster's beard ; at the 
same time was beating Mr. Foster's legs with a cane. Then Mr. Foster asked Ed- 
wards if he wished to beat him, an old man. Then Edwards said '* I won't beat you, 
but choke you till your intestines come out," and also said ^You are a thief, liar, and 
don't put on airs ; you are a * * * * . 

Question by jury. Do you understand English f Answer. Yes, sir, even when spoken 
in auger. 

Mr. William Dunn sworn, and testified : I was not a witness, but arrived ten minutes 
after. 

Qustion. Did you have any communication with Mr. Edwards? Answer. No. Mr. 
Foster showed me his neck, on which were large red lumps, the same as if some one had 
choked him. 

Mr. David Parker sworn, and testified : I did not witness the case. 

Mr. Samuel Foster sworn, and testified that his evidence was written. (See his 
letter to Colonel Steinberger.) 

Henry C. Edwards sworn, aud testified : On the morning of the day of the assault 
I went to Mr. Foster to get a paper to the effect of an assertion made the day before 
at an investigation. Mr. Foster refused. I met him in the afternoon, and then he 
struck me with his umbrella. Then I choked him a little, but he struck me on the 
neck with an umbrella. As to a cane or walking-stick, I bad nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Foster said : I swear I did not touch him with an umbrella. 

Gentlemen of the jury : This is a case which is happily of rare occurence in our 
peaceable isles. A man, an old man, an officer high in rank of the American Govern- 
ment, has been assaulted in the streets of Apia in broad daylight. I shall not dwell 
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OD the circn instances ; yoo have heard the evidence^ contradictory in many respects ; it 
is for yon to decide ou the credibility to be given to the different statements you have 
heard, and the responsibility of passing verdict rests with yourselves. I particularly 
have dispensed with advocates, that your judgment might be based ou the bare and 
naked facts, and that you might not be governed in your* views, as men often are, by 
the sophistry of counsel. I would suggest, gentlemen, in rendering your verdict, some 
weight be given to the term of confinement the said Edwards has already, endured. 
With these remarks, gentlemen, I leave the case in your hands, confident that you will 
deal justly and impartially with these parties, and inflict on the defendant such 
damages^ and no more, as you may think under all the circumstances of the ease he i» 
fairly entitled to receive. 

lb the honorable Judffe : 

We, the jury in the case of Foster versus Edwards, find the said Edwards guilty of 
the assault as charged. 

In view of our belief in there having been some provocation to the assault, we rec* 
ommend that the said Edwards be released from custody as having suffered punish- 
ment to the full extent of the crime. In this we agree unanimously. 

GEO. F. WATERS, Foreman, 

J. E. V. ALVORD. 

JAMES L. YOUNG. 

MOSES DAVID. 

H. I. H. GROHT. 

G. LEVISON. 

TUIATAFU. 

SAGA. 

TUALA. 

TUPUOLA. 

LELEVANA. 

SEALE. 



• No. 7. 

Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish. 

Yacht Peerless, '* off and on " Pago Pago, 

Awaiting Mail Steamer, 

Rovemher 3, 1875. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State^ Washingtonj D. 0. ; 

Sir: I have the hooor to transmit some correspondence (copy) be- 
tween 8. S. Foster, consul, and Mr. Hnnkin, vice-consul, at Leone. I 
would not have esteemed this worthy of special attention, except that 
the malevolence of Messrs. Foster and Coe has carried them to dangerous 
ground. Mr. Foster is at Pago Pago, endeavoring to corrupt the chief 
of that place, who has given in his allegiance to the government. His 
efforts are futile. The native chiefs have sent for me to meet them in 
council. 

Mr. Hunkin has been half a century upon the island, and long an 
active missionary, now very aged. 

1 have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



(Copy.) i 

No. 5.] Leone, Sept fUSfih, 1875. j 

8. S. Foster, Esq., ! 

United States Consul f Apia : j 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 10th inst. 

I perceive we do not agree on certain important points in connection with our official I 
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relations; therefore, to put an eod to further correspondeoce or controverey, I return 
herewith my commission. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, very traly yoors, 

M. HUNKIN. 

A true copy from the original on board yacht Peerless, at sea. November 3, 1875. 

FEANK PLATT. 



(Copy.) 



No. 4.] Unitkd Statea Consulate, 

ApiOf September II, 1675^ 

M. HcKKm, Esq., 

Vice-consul of ihe Uniied States, Tuiuila: 

Sir : I woald call yoar attention to art. 26, section 422, of consular instmctions of 
the law of Ist session of the d6th Congress, Jnne 22, 18^, U. S. Statutes at Large, 
chap. 179, sec. 90, p. 78. 

'* The consuls and commercial agents of the U. States at islands, or in countries not 
inhabited by any civilised people, or recognized by any treaty with the United States, 
are also invested by statute with the power to hear and determine cases in regard to 
civil rights when the debt or damage does not exceed $1,000, exclusive of costs, and 
also to iaeae warrants to arrest offenders, to arraign, try, and commit them and to punish 
them to the extent of $100 fine, or to imprisonment not to exceed sixty days.'' (Art 26, 
section 434.) They can also, sitting alone, determine all cilminal cases when the fine 
imposed does not exceed f500, or the term of imprisonment does not exceed ninety days, 
and may impose fines to the extent of $50, or imprisonment not exceeding twenty- 
four hours, for contempt committed in the presence of the court, or for failure to obey 
a summons. (See sec. 30.) This sum is subject to appeal, and the consul must also sit 
with associates. 

I would also call your attention to sea 435 &, 437 &, 436, of art. 26th, wherein 
you are at liberty to call associates if yon think the case demands it — not less than two 
nor more than four ; but the consul in all cases gives #ie decision. I would further 
call your attention to the law of June 22, 1660, (U. S. Statutes at Large, folio 74.) 

^ Sbc. 7. Jnd be it further enaeted, That each of the consuls aforesaid at the port for 
which he is appointed shall be competent under the authority herein contained, upoa 
facts within his own knowledge, or which he has good reason to believe true, or when 
complaint made or information filed in writing, to issue his warrant for the arrest of 
any citizen of the United States charged with committing in the country an offense 
against law ; and when arrested, to arraign and try any such offender, and upon con- 
viction to sentence him to punishment in the manner herein prescribed, always raetinf; 
out punishment in a manner proportioned to the offense, which punishment shall ip 
all cases, except as is herein otherwise provided, be either fine or imprisonment. 

" Sbc. 6.. And be it further enaeted, That any consul, when sitting alone for the trial of 
offenses or misdemeanors, shall finally decide all oases when the fine imposed does not 
exceed one hundred dollars, or the term of imprisonment does not exceed sixty days, 
and there shall be no appeal therefrom, except as provided in sec. 11 of this act, 
(see sec. 434, Con. Instructions.) But no fine imposed by a consul for a contempt 
committed in the presence of the court, or for failing to obey summons from the 
same, shall exceed fifty dolUs, nor shall the imprisonment exceed twenty-four hours 
for the same contempt.'' 

I send yon these extracts from the laws of the United States to govern your pro- 
ceedings in future, as from what Captain Jack has told me, and the action of the new 
government towards him and his wife, also American, (by union with him,) as no doubt 
you are under a misapprehension of the status of American citizens under the new 8a- 
I moan government 

I When this government informs me that this or Tutuila are not islands, or that they 

I are in the eyes of the world considered civilized, or that they are recognized by the 

) Government of the United States officially, or that they have any treaty with the 

U. States, I will let you know ; but until that time you will in all cases protect 
, the rights of American citizens, and not let them be tried by Samoan judges or Samoan 

! laws, for the U. S. expressly says in their laws to govern these proceedings, 

I (sec. 429,) "The jurisdiction is to be exercised in conformity, 1st, with the laws of 

I the U, S. ; 2d, with the common law, including equity and admiralty ; and 3d, 

I with decrees and regulations, having the force of law, made by the ministers of the 

U. 8« in such country, respectively, to supply defects and deficiences in the laws of 
the United States, or common law, as above defined.'' 
As there is no minister here, consuls fill this diplomatic function. 
I h&ve told Capt. Jack not to pay this fine imposed upon his wife. If Mr. Brown 
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has any grieyances let him apply to whom he sees fit, bat don't allow the arrest of an 
Aiuericao, or the trial for offenses, except on application to yon. I do not wish to 
screen any American that has broken the laws of the conutry in which he lives, bat 
the obarf^es mast be made to a consular officer, and tried before him, ander the rnles 
and regulations aforesaid to govern proceeding^. 

Yon will therefore caase a stay of proceedings in this case, and if any fatnre action 
is to take place, let it be done according to American law as given to consnis and con- 
sular agents. 

I have the honor to be. sir, yoar obedient servant, 

8. "S. FOSTER, 

U. 8, CoTisuL 

A true copy from the original on board yacht Peerless, at sea, November 13, 1875. 

FRANK PLATT. 



(Copy.) 
No. 4.] Leone, Sept. 17, 1875. 

S. S. Foster, Esq., 

U. States Consul : 

SiRt I have the honor to inform yon that I received yonr commnnication of the 11th 
inst. in reference to a certain Captain Jack, whose wife was tinf^ by the native judi- 
cial conrt here five dollars for raising a false report tending to the defamation of the 
character of one Browo, an Englishman, and also of peijury. You object to the de- 
cision because you apprehend the case was not conducted according to instractions 
given by the United States Government for the guidance of its consuls and agents in 
certain foreign parts, in reference to civil and criminal cases in which citizens of the 
United States may be concerned. You consider the case ought to have been tried in 
the U. S. consulate, because in yonr opinion the islanders are not competent to decide 
cases in which U. S. citizens residing amoug them are concerned, unless their right to do 
so be recognized by the United States; and further, that the United States has entered 
into BO treaty with these islanders acknowledging that they have any right to form a 
government or to make laws to govern themselves or regnlate their conduct ; that they 
lunst remain savages and barbarians nntil powerful and civilized nations see fit to 
grant or acknowledge their right to nationality. Your letter implies all that I have 
just stated. Suppose the case to be so, what becomes of the treaty made between the 
people of Tntnila and Commander Meade, of the United States ship of war Narra- 
gansett f He suggested to them laws for their guidance, made a flag for them, and 
ablated it. What are we to think of the constitution and laws which were in exist- 
ence and in force when yon arrived as consul, which yoa certainly acknowledge, for ac- 
cording to your own statement yon consulted with the rulers at Mulinuu and counseled 
and advised with them ; and further, you exhibited yonr commission both to the rulers 
at Tntaila and Mnlinnu. Yoa seemed to me at that time distinctly to acknowledge 
the independence of these islands and their right to make laws and to judge and try 
cases, and are they te be considered less independent now and to have less right to 
make laws and judge of infractions of the same, now that the whole group is consoli- 
dated into a firm and competent government ? 

Nothing can be clearer than that a government was formed at Mulinuu, a constitu- 
tion adopted and sworn to by the owners and rulers of these islands, a national flag 
made and hoisted, which was saluted by the firing of twenty-one guns from a powerful 
United States ship of war, the Tuscarora, under the command of Post-Captain Erben. 
If this be not a recognition on the part of the United States of the independence and 
nationality of Samoa, I think it will be difficult to understand what is. Am I mis- 
taken in supposing that the United States Government, in the instructions^to which 
yon refer me, to its consuls and agents for their guidance, with respect to islands hav- 
ing no stable or recognized government, had rererence solely to such as the natives of 
these were in years past or to such as the New Hebrides are now f Is the fact totally 
to be ignored that these islanders have been under the instruction of an iutelligent 
and devoted band of Christian missionaries for forty years, and also the fact that for 
a greater pari of that time they have been more or less intimately connected in com^ 
mercial relations with respectable and influential merchants T I cannot believe that 
a nation so great, so polished, and so humane as the United States confessedly is, would 
place any obstacle in the way of a noble race who are endeavoring to emerge from 
barbarism into the light of civilization and to elevate themselves in the scale of na- 
tionality, but would rather lend them the aid of its powerful hand and gladly become 
their narsery mother. 

If yon insist that Captain Jack's wife shall not pay the fine imposed on her by the 
legally -constituted native court, you interfere with the administration of justice and 
create confusion in the native mind. 

It appeals to me that yon entirely misapprehend the affair. Yon have written to 
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me withont a proper investigation into the merits of the case, and manifest a want of 
confidence in your humble servant. Capt. Jack and his wife were brought into the 
affair accidentally. Brown made a complaint to the native court here to the effect 
that a native carae to his home and charged him (Brown) with giving the venereal to 
his wife, and demanded payment for the same. When brought to trial the native was 
asked whether he knew to a certainty that Brown had had connection with his wife 
and had given her the venereal. The native testified that Capt. Jack and his wife had 
told him so. This was the reason that Capt. Jack was called in. When asked whether 
he had so informed the native he denied it, and was at once dismissed. Capt. Jack's 
wife was then put on tlfe stand, and when asked the question if she bad told the native 
that Brown had given the venereal to his wife, she answered yes. When asked if she 
knew what she had said to be true, she answered that Jack had told her so. Jack was 
again called and his wife's testimony read to him. He denied ever having told his 
wife anything of the kind, as testified by her. His wife was recalled. She then testi- 
fied that she had circulated the report herself. The court then decided that Jack's 
wife be fined two dollars and a half for circulating reports defamatory to a man's char- 
acter, and two dollars and a half for false swearing. The native was fined i2-^, two 
dolPs and a half, for demanding payment from Brown without authority. 

According to my judgment and that of all right-minded men here, the fines were 
light, and the trial was coodact>ed in an intelligent, orderly, and impartial manner. 
I was present at the trial, not because I knew that any. American citizen was con- 
cerned in the affair, for I had no such knowledge. I attended because I knew that 
there was a foreign resident concerned in the affair, and to use my influence, if neces- 
sary, to see that the trial was conducted impartially ; and so it was. 

Your letter informs me, for the first time, that Jack Bees, or Capt. Jack, is a citi- 
zen of the United States. I always understood that he was a Welshman and a British 
subject. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. HUNKIN, 

U. S. Vice-Consuh 

A tme copy from the original on board yacht Peerless, at sea, November 3, 1875. 

FRANK PLATT. 



No. 8. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr, Fish, 

MuLiNuu, Upolu, Samoa, 

January 8, 1876. 

Sir : It is in the midst of difficulties, and with an abiding confidence 
in my country, that I send these dispatches to the State Deparment. 

An entire people pray for and await with hope a recognition of their 
sovereignty. 

From the date of my last report and up to the arrival of Her Britan- 
nic Majesty's steamship Barracouta on the 12th of December last, noth- 
ing transpired in Samoa worthy of special comment; the country was 
prosperous, laws enforced, the tone of the community healthy, and the 
people proud of their entire unity. Governors and judges from the dif- 
ferent districts were reporting the steady growth of industry, and ready 
acquiescence in the general laws; to-day there is profound silence and 
a gloomy sense of their country being sold. 

I will make my report more intelligible to the Department by making 
a detailed statement of facts, reverting to accompanying doQuments. 

Early in July last a 10- ton cutter arrived from the Fijis with a pas- 
senger by the name of Young, an English planter of Fiji. His associa- 
tion with the British consul here, and the English missionaries, his in- 
dustry as a reporter, attracted some attention. He left after a sojourn 
of perhaps a month, and returned in October last in another vessel of 
like character. Previous to this time my relations with the British con- 
sul, as well as the Samoan government with the consul, were of the most 
friendly character; the brother of the consul was my confidential secre- 
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tary. Governraent relations with the English missionaries (London 
Missionary Society, Presbyterian) were all that could be hoped for; they 
were lending me their aid in translating laws, and they were consulted 
in forming such laws as would tend to better promote public morality. 

Shortly after the arrival (the second) of Mr. Young, my secretary left 
me without notice. The English consul openly opposed the government, 
and presented old, trivial, and many of them worthless claims against 
the Samoans; the London Missionary Society made decided war upon 
myself; the Catholics, French, supporting myself and the government; 
the Methodists neutral, though now in accord with the government. 
About this time I chanced to find Leeman's work on Polynesia, and 
read with interest the history of the original cession of Fiji to England, 
and copied extract from report of Admiral Washington, Royal navy, 
(vide inclosure A 1). 

My suspicions were at once aroused. The destructive hurricanes in 
the Fiji group, increasing of late years in numbers, violence and dura- 
tion, the almost entire immunity from tempests in Samoa, its secure 
harbors, great fertility, and rapidly-increasing trade would make this 
group a most valuable acquisition — not that I believed that the country 
would be seized, but that an English protectorate, or such a treaty as 
would give to England the exclusive right for naval stations and coal-^ 
ing-depots was aimed at; again, the distrust and fear that the trade 
would be directed to San Francisco. Certain it is that Americans 
in the government at Mulinnu, the preponderance of American influence 
with the Samoan people, and the confidence of the people in the disin- 
terested good will and friendly interest which the United States feel 
for and take in Samoa, has aroused a feeling of jealousy among 
English and German traders, as well as their respective governments. 
The arrival and departure of vessels in the port of Apia is undiminished 
since my last report ; at present there are fifteen vessels in the harbor. 

Oq Sunday, the 12th of December, 1875, (Samoan time,) Her Britannic 
Majesty's steamship Barracouta, Capt. Charles E. Stevens, R. IN"., arrived 
in the port of Apia from Levuka, Fijis. On Monday, the 13th, I sent 
Major Latrobe on board, carrying the Samoan flag, to ascertain the pleas- 
ure of Captain Stevens as to exchanging salutes and for an interchange 
of courtesies. Such advances were received with constraint and indif- 
ference. On the 15th of December, 1875, a letter was received from S. 
F. Williams, British consul, by the Taimna (vide inclosure A 2) giving 
the government twenty -four hours to impanel a mixed jury of English 
and Samoans and adjudicate upon these enumerated cases — his own 
personal case of 1874 being second upon the list. This was answered, 
(vide inclosure A 3). Previous to this, on the 6th of December, 1875, 
and before the arrival of the Barracouta, the government, through one 
of its secretaries, George F. Waters, asked the British consul to fur- 
nish a list of cases against the Samoans, (vide inclosure A 4,) which elic- 
ited reply, (vide inclosure A 5,) thus showing a disposition to recognize 
officers of the government and proceed with trials, evidently at that 
time having no positive intimation as to the policy to be so soon pur- 
sued, and incapable of acting officially against the government without 
aid and advice, though his unofficial bearing for two mouths was hos- 
tile, as before mentioned. 

The British consul acceded to the proposition for a mixed court, com- 
municating this by letter of December 16, 1875, [vide inclosure A 6.) 
In this communication it will be seen that the premier is not recognized ; 
that be has not been since the arrival of the Barracouta. An answer 
was sent to the consul manifesting the desire of the government; and 
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asking Mr. Williams to select six English subjects as jarymen, {vide in- 
closure A 7). The court convened, and the consul failed to present 
complaint of first case, when the second (his own) was taken np, but 
the party against whom the charges were preferred was on the Island of 
Savaii, distant fifty miles. The court was adjourned to meet the third day 
thereafter. The parties against whom complain ts were made were brought 
to Mulinuu and held for trial. On December 22, 1875, the government 
wrote to the British consul, asking for copies of certain complaints, 
{vide inclosure A 8,) receiving an evasive answer, (vide inclosnres A 
9 and A 10,) to which the government replied by letter of December 
22, 1875, {vide inclosure A 11). 

On the 18th of December there came a complaint from the British 
consul relative to the ironiog of a British subject, {vid^ inclosure A 12). 
As this is one of the subject-matters of Captain Stevens's complaints in 
open meeting, I beg to explain the case. On the 17th of December, 
1875, an American citizen, a visitor to Samoa, was brutally assaulted 
by one Dunlop^ an Englishman, knocked down, and seriously injured. 
Spectators called for the police, who at once took the said Dunlop in 
charge. His resistance and violence necessitated tying him, in which 
condition he was taken to Mulinuu and placed in the custody of the 
chief of police. The next morning, when sober, he was released, as the 
assaulted party did not wish to appear against a merely drunken ruffian. 

About this time one Cornwall, an English subject, and trader in the 
district of Aana-Upoln, a man long known for his aggressive conduct 
and o|)en violation of all law, induced two petty chiefs to sign a paper 
opposing the government and applying for the hoisting of the British 
flag. This paper was addressed to Captain Stevens, of the Barracoutsk 

His Majesty at once sent a file of soldiers to Aana to arrest the two 
chiefs, and they are now at the capital awaiting trial. They manifest 
their entire contrition, and say they were the dupes of designing men. 
That this, however, was part of a decided-upon and well-organized 
policy I have no doubt, but signally failed, and, with the exception of 
this single case, not a native man or woman in all Samoa was to be 
found who was not a determined supporter of the government, and im- 
pressed with fear of English aggression. 

On the 21st of December, 1875, His Majesty Malietoa addressed a 
letter to the English consul covenng this point, {vide inclosure A 13,) 
and received answer, {vide inclosure A 14). 

Mr. Williams says : 

I am truly pained to bear of the above cironmstance, as yonr Majesty is weU aware 
any Britisb subject violating the laws will be tried if the complaint be lodged in this 
Gonsnlate. 

The complaint had been lodged and no other notice taken of it, as in 
another case. Per example, on the 3d of December, 1875, one Charles 
Bell, an English subject, and the keeper of a groggery, violated the 
license law by keeping his house open after ten o'clock and the firing of 
the gun. A complaint was served upon him, {vide inclosure A 15,) and 
the case postponed. Subsequently, and after the arrival of the Barra- 
couta, a like service was made, which was trod under foot, he (Bell) de- 
claring that an ^^ English war- vessel was here, and I do not care for 
laws," 

On the 25th of December, 1876, the government addressed a letter to 
the British consul {vide inclosure A 16) notifying him of the case, inclos- 
ing summons, and asking if he would try the case in the consulate. To 
this as well as previous letters ther^is no reply. As this does not com- 
port with his letter of the 23d of December, lSW^y{vide inclosure A 14,) 
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the govemtnent was reluctantly compelled to believe that Englmh sub- 
jects would be invited to violate all laws; whicb, unhappily, proved too 
true, as subsequent events soon proved. 

The government had created a camp of instruction about three miles 
from Apia, with about 80 soldiers. The camp was an old fort } gov- 
ernment munitions were placed there, and the command given to Major 
Latrobe, with strict injunctions to allow no one to enter without a pass 
signed by the King, {vide King's order, inclosure A 16J,) A feeling of 
dread had crept into the minds of the Samoans, and, powerless them- 
selves against a great natiofi, they naturally resorted to non-intercourse. 
Every effort was then made by the English consul and the captain of 
the Barracouta to provoke an issue. 

On the morning of the 21st of December, 1876, about 7 o'clock a. m., 
the English consul, Captain Stevens, a lieutenant of the Barracouta, 
and another English subject rode to the said camp and were stopped by 
the pickets ; this led to a severe note from the consul {vide inclosure A 
17) and violent denunciations from Captain Stevens. That this ride in 
an unfrequented place was a predetermined plan, and used as a test 
case, there can be no doubt. TheTaimua answered the communication 
of the English consul on the 23d of December, 1875, fully explaining the 
matter, {vide inclosure A 18,) which was also done by His Majesty the 
King in his address to the officers of the Barracouta, in open meeting, 
as well as his letters now forwarded and to be hereafter noticed. ^ 

On the 22d of December, 1875, the government received notice that 
all British subjects should register in the consulate, {vide inclosure A 
19). Previous to this all British subjects in the employ of the govern-^ 
ment were taken away, the half castes (of English fathers) were warned 
not to have anything to do with the government, and avoid Stein- 
berger's house at Mnlinuu. 

The marshal of the kingdom, J. W. Aull, a half-caste, the interpreter 
for the Tuscarora court, was ordered by the British consul to remain in 
his own hoase, distant two miles from the capitol, and under pains au^ 
penalties to avoid the capitol. I am left with one household servant 
who speaks Sq.moan, and dependent upon Le Mamea, the secretary to 
the Taimna, as interpreter. 

The unanimity of sentiment among the Samoans, their stubborn silence 
and avoidance of the English, provoked many petty attacks, as in the 
case of one Williamson shooting rifle-balls through the rigging of the Bar 
racouta. On the Slst of December, 1875, the British consul writes to 
the government complaining that bullets had.passed through the rigging 
of the Barracouta, {vide inclosure A 20). Confident that Samoans had 
not done this, and yet anxious to meet every complaint, 1 ordered 
notices to be posted in the town around the harbor, and notified the 
English consul of the same, {vide inclosure A 21). On the 31st of 
December, 1875, the Taimua received a letter from one Williamson, an 
American, {vide inclosure A 22,) explaining that he had fired these 
shots. A copy of this letter was at once forwarded to the English consuU 
which elicited no reply. This Williamson is an American keeping a 
shop in Apia, who left America after the civil war, and now proud of 
vulgarly proclaiming that he would not live under the American flag. 

I beg to mention this case, as the name of this man will appear in 
affidavits, and as a coadjutor of our consul, S. S. Foster, and promi- 
nent as one of the advisers in council to seize the yacht Peerless, 

Still determined to accede to the demands of the English consul and 
proceed with cases, the government again notified Mr. Williams that it 
was prepared to proceed with trials of English subjects against Samoans, 
{vide inclosure A 23). 
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Again, on the 3d of January, 1876, notification was sent to the En- 
glish consul to the effect that the road through the "Camp of Instruc- 
tion" or Fort ** Viamaso" was again open. (Vide inclosure A 24.) 

On the 4th of January, 1876, the collector of customs, E. L. Hamilton, 
notified the government {vide inclosure A 25) that the English consul 
had instructed the captains of certain English vessels now in the harbor 
sot to consider the law making duties upon spirits, but that English- 
men could purchase it without reference to the law. 

As this was in accordance with all other proceedings of the English 
consul since the arrival of the Barracouta, the government could only 
protest; which was done by letter of January the 6th, 1876. ( Vide inclos- 
ure A 26.) 

In thus submitting correspondence with the English consul I avoid 
unnecessary comment upon this otficial, and will proceed to the official 
correspondence with Capt. Charles E. Stevens, R. N., of the English war- 
steamer Barracouta, premising with a significant statement made by 
Lilo, secretary to the Faipale (house of representatives,) Tuiatafa, 
chairman of the house, and Tupai, a member; the latter one of the 
Uiost influential chiefs in Samoa. This statement {vide inclosure B 1) 
was made officially to the King, myself, and the assembled parliament in 
joint session, as well as elsewhere, written by Lilo, the secretary, and sub- 
scribed to by himself and the other two chiefs. Shortly after the arrival 
of the Barracouta, notices were posted in the town of Apia, signed by 
Charles E.. Stevens, R. N., and S. F. Williams, Her Britannic Majesty's 
acting consul for Samoa, dated December the 18th, 1875, s^n original or 
duplicate forwarded to the government, which is included in this dis- 
patch for the information of the Department. {Vide inclosure B 2.) 
On the same day His Majesty receives an invitation to Innch with Cap- 
tain Stevens and the English consul on board the Barracouta. I coun- 
seled an acceptance to this invitation and draughted reply. ( Vide inclos- 
ure B 3.) At this time there was much excitement among the Samoan 
officials at Mulinuu, and I advised this actft)n of the King without con- 
sultation with the Taimua, believing that real good would result from an 
avoidance of any feeling of distrust ; but the chiefs at once assembled 
and decided that His Majesty should not partake of any hospitality of 
the captain of the Barracouta, and objecting to any meeting wherein 
the prominent government officials were not present. This determina- 
tion was conveyed to Captain Stevens by letter from the King bearing 
date December 20, 1875. {Vide inclqsure B 4.) It will be seen by this 
communication that the government was willing to adjust all claims of 
British subjects and submit to any court having proper jurisdiction. 
This letter elicited an intensely diplomatic answer from Captain Stevens. 
( Vide inclosure B 5.) A meeting was appointed for the 24th of December, 
1875, It) a. m., at Mulinuu. — ( Vide inclosure B 5J.) 

The government, however, decidedly objected to a file of marines at 
the meeting; the interview was not of the King's seeking, but rather 
pressed upon the government by Capt. Charles E. Stevens. Captain 
Stevens also asked that the English and American consuls be present, 
in this painfully polite note of December the 22d, 1875, {vide inclosure B 
6.) The government replied by letter of the 23d December, 1875, ob- 
jecting to an armed gunrd, but having no objection to the consuls, yetcuri- 
ous to know why the German consul should not also be iuviteil. This 
letter was interprete<i by Captain Stevens to be a refusal to have the 
consuls present. The translation was incorrect, (I believe purposely so,) 
and the intent and wording tortured; though the phraseology is peculiar, 
yet the meaning is clear, ( Vide inclosure B 7.) The rex)ly of Captain 
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Stevens (letter of the 23d of December, 1875) is an unworthy evasion of 
the true tenor of the government dispatch of the 22d of December. 
The German consal was present, having a decided invitation from the 
Samoan authorities ; the same letter insists upon the presence of the 
English marines, {vide inclosure B 8.) The proceedings of this meet- 
ing will be the subject of further comment. 

On the 31st of December, 1875, His Majesty addressed Captain Stevens, 
asking for copies of his address and other papers ; also demanding another 
meeting, that his premier might have an opportunity of making answer 
to the charges or rather personal abuse of myself, (t7t*(^0 inclosure B 9.) 
Captain Stevens answers this dispatch by letter of the 2d of January, 
1876, upon which I forbear comment, other than that he refused to give 
me a hearing, and expressing a willingness to meet His Majesty at the 
British consnlate with not more than three Samoans, {vide inclosure B 
10.) This the King refused to accede to, {vide inclosure B 11.) Jan- 
nary 8, 1876, Captain Stevens for the last time addresses His Majesty, 
making known his determination, {vide inclosure B 12.) 

S. S. FOSTER, UNITED STATES CONSUIi, AND THE YACHT PEERLESS. 

On the 17th of December, 1875, a few minutes after 8 a. m., S. S. Fos^ 
ter boarded the yacht Peerless iu the harbor of Apia, seized her in the 
name of the United States, and hoisted a signal for the English war- 
vessel Barracouta. At the time of seizure the crew consisted of two 
hands and a cook. In the absence of George Hamilton, the captain, 
(believed to be lost,) I was in the habit of sleeping aboard to look out 
for the vessel, and had only lefc the vessel a few moments before her 
seizure. 

On the 14th of December, 1875, 1 had determined to send the yacht 
to Honolulu with dispatches to Washington and minister resident, Mr. 
Pierce. This fact I communicated to one Jenkins, who had been a master, 
(now a blacksmith in Apia,) asking him if he would act as captain for 
me, and that I wanted a quick run. Jenkins asked a day's time to con- 
sider. He communicated these facts to S. S. Foster at once, and be- 
came one of the council at Williamson's house, where the seizure was 
planned. 

Mr. Foster, the English consul, and Dr. George A. Turner had been 
in earnest consultation since the arrival of the Barraconta up to the day 
of the seizure, as well as during subsequent events. The affidavits and 
statements forwarded will show conclusively the existence of a con- 
spiracy to destroy the government, and that the seizure of the Peerless 
was but one act in the fartherance of their schemes. 

On the morning of the seizure, about ten o'clock, John Coleman, a 
sailor, left by me in charge of the Peerless, came to my house and made 
statement, {vide inclosure G 1.) I waited three days for a notification 
from the American consul of the seizure of the Peerless, and on the 20th 
of December, 1875, sent a formal protest to Captain Stevens, of the 
Barracouta, {vide inclosure C 62.) 

December the 21st, 1875, 1 sent another protest to S. S. Foster, Amer- 
ican consul, {vide inclosure C 3) receiving answer, {vide inclosure C 4.) 

Inclosures G 5 and C 6 are affidavits of Mathew Hunkin, late United 
States vice-consul at Leone-Tutuila, made and subscribed to on the 
3l8t of December, 1875. 

Inclosure G 7 is affidavit of Thomas Meredith, former United States 
vice-consul at Leone-Tutuila. 

Inclosure G 8 is a most important statement, sworn to before Patioli, 

H. Ex. 44 3 
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the governor of Tuamasaga, tbis district. This statement is n\ade from 
his daily notes, which were submitted to myself for perusal. 

About this time an effort was made to get up a petition, having for 
its object the seizure of myself by the English war- vessel, and carrying 
me away, {vide iuclosure G 9.) 

Other parties at once drew up a public notice, among the signers some 
who had signed the petition to Captain Stevens, ignorant of what they 
had formerly signed. I hope to be able to gain possession of the origi- 
nal of this latter petition (now among the white residents) and include 
it among these dispatches. 

Every effort has been made by S. S. Foster, United States consul, to 
put himself in antagonism with the government, resorting to number- 
less petty tricks, and consorting when the time came with the English 
and the English consul. Last August a trial was held in Leone, island 
of Tutuila — the case a serious one. Among the prisoners convicted 
was one James Sharp, a Kew Bedford negro, proved guilty and sen- 
tenced. I transmit opening and closing ot the trial, with examination 
of said Sharp, {vide inclosure 10.) I regret not being able to send 
the entire proceedings of this trial, as it covers several hundred folios. 

On the 15th of December, 1875, comes a letter from S. S. Foster, United 
States <;onsul, asking that the prisoner James Sharp, at work upon the 
roads, be sent to the consulate, (vide inclosure 11.) This was an- 
swered on the 16th of December, 1875, (vide inclosure 12,) and 
Sharp was sent with two policemen and our secretary, George F. Wat- 
ers, to the consulate. Sharp was invited into the house, the policemen 
driven from the premises, and Mr. Waters requested to leave the house, 
as the consul had important business to transact with his advisers. 

On the 16th of December, 1875, Mr. Foster writes that he has taken 
the affidavit of Sharp, and will retain him under the, protection of the 
American flag^ (vide inclosure C 13,) since which time said Sharp has 
been acting as servant for Consul Foster. His Majesty at once sent a 
formal demand to the American consul to return this prisoner, (vide in- 
closure 14.) His Majesty receives, upon the 18th of December, 1875, 
a most extraordinary document from the United States consul, (vide 
inclosure 15,) which requires no comment .from myself. 

His Majesty, on the 21st of December, 1875, demanded from Mr. 
Foster the arms and ammunition taken to the consulate from the Peer- 
less, (vide inclosure C 16,) to which no reply has been received. 

Among some few articles furnished to myself by the United States 
Navy Department was a quadrant and chronometer, the former on the 
Peerless, the latter left by my captain on a German vessel in the har- 
bor for care and attention. These were seized by S. S. Foster, as well 
as my clothing, with many, small articles of luxury. 

On the 3d of January, 1876, 1 addressed Mr. Foster a note relative to 
the instruments, (vide inclosure 17,) receiving reply, (vide inclosure 

C 18.) 

When in San Francisco, en route to Samoa, I negotiated with B. L. 
Ogden for the purchase of the yacht Peerless, a pleasure-schooner of, 
say, 45 tons burden. Leaving upon the United States steamer Pensacola 
for Honolulu, I left negotiations with said Ogden, and having negoti- 
ated for a loan of, say, $8,500, with one Jerome B. Ford, of San Fran- 
cisco, Gal., and an American citizen, and, as security for said sum, had 
the vessel registered in the name of said Jerome B. Ford, holding his 
agreement to transfer the Peerless to me through his attorney in Apia 
upon payment of mortgage, (vide inclosure 19 — copies of agreements.) 
This vessel has cost me about $20,000, with furniture, upholstering, extra 
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clothing, and general eqaipment. I have used her here for my health, 
my pleasure, but generally for the benefit of the natives, especially the 
government, transporting officers of the government to and from the 
different districts, conveying laws, and as a general peaceable vehicle 
for the entire operation of the government. So much has this been 
esteemed that, upon her seizure, the chiefs at once said, ''Our road is 
destroyed." They urged that they might purchase her. I objected — 
Samoans must not be concerned in this ; it is my private matter, and 
the United States will best know how to deal with the question. 

From the date of the seizure of the Peerless to this hour, I have pre- 
served intense silence. Laws have been violated, liquor-shops kept 
open all night, laws for revenue from importation of liquor violated, 
and by the authority of the English consul. ^ 

Before the arrival of the Barracouta there were but three licensed 
groggeries in Apia, the town was orderly, drinkingshops closed at 10 
p. m., and on Sundays houses of prostitution closed, and government 
improvements steadily progressing. Now the town is a little Pande- 
monium, drunken sailors and miserable settlers setting all law at defi- 
ance. 

Captain Stevens closed his unwarrantable and unmanly attack upon 
myself after three days' session, by proclaiming that English subjects 
should not obey the laws and that they would be exempt from taxation. 
1 transmit full reports of these meetings — the English captain, his offi- 
cers, one Layard, former administrator of Fiji, and the same who was 
instrumental in the cession of the Fijis to the English Crown, the con- 
suls, and a file of marines, about 25. 

His Majesty, the Taimua, and Paipule listened in grave silence to per- 
haps the most baseless and malicious charges for three days ; npt a 
single Samoan wavered — ^no reception, no presents, nothing but solemn 
silence. 

On the 5th day of January, the English consul and Captain Stevens 
chartered a cutter to convey special dispatches to the Fijis, where the 
commodore now lies with flag ship. This vessel was wrecked on the 
reef in front of my house early the next morning. The same day another 
vessel was chartered and dispatched to Fiji. 

During the meetings there was every effort made by this officer, Cap- 
tain Stevens, to reach my private dispatches, which failed. Th« Presi- 
dent's letter to the chiefs and rulers of Samoa {vide iuclosure D 1) was 
read and sneered at; His Excellency the President characterized as 
^Hhis man Mr. Grant;-' Captain Brben, U. S. N., as "this man Erben." 
I offered to meet Captain Stevens, and from personal correspondence 
convince him that I was not what he wished so earnestly to prove me 
to be ; he refused. My commission as " special agent" I produced, but 
it Tvas ridiculed as being simply a passport. 

During the meetings Mr. Foster, United States consul, was a continual 
prompter of the captain and his officers — a witness to the lawlessness 
of ^English subjects, and in continual consultation with the English 
consul and Dr. George A. Turner. 

The natives are as one man earnest, determined, and only very urgent 
entreaties prevent them vacating the towns and mustering in the 
interior. They have posted notices in the town of Apia ordering all 
prostitutes to go to their homes and vacate the town, and I am certain 
they will adopt a system of non-intercourse. Certain it is that the 
influence of the London Misi^onary Society has forever passed awaj^; 
they are looked upon with suspicion. A few days since they called a 
meeting of the people of Aana (headquarters of the missionary society) 
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in the church and preached for England and against myself, bat they 
were compelled to give up the effort in despair. 

The proceedings of the meetings with the English officers will show 
the effort made to not only discredit my credentials but my nationality. 
True, I am premier of the kingdom of Samoa. I took oath to support 
the King and constitution, but have never believed other than that 
I would receive authority from home to serve a foreign government ; 
certainly I have not received news to the contrary, hence I remain an 
American in foreign employ and without pay until such time as my 
Government notify me of their disapproval of such acts upon my part. 
In this I believe I am faithfully and truly serving the United States. 
Not only are thirty -six thousand people devoted to me, but they are in 
like manner devoted to America. 

A special messenger will convey these dispatches to Washington. I 
beg the grace of the Department for the crude setting of my present 
report. I am without paper, and a most limited clerical force. 

I inclose letters from His Majesty Malietoa I, the Taimua, Faipule, 
and governors of every district. 

The time is so limited, as the messenger leaves on the 11th of Jan- 
uary, that I cannot make my report as full as I should otherwise do. 
Again my labor and anxiety is great, and my health shattered. 

Praying for the immediate action of the Oovernment, 
I have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa. 



[Inclosure A 1.] 
Extract fiom report of Admiral John Waahingtonf Boyal Navy, 

I propose to reply categorically to the queries contained in the colonial letter: 
Qaestion 1. *' If the Fiji Isles be obtained, are all the available harbors obtained in 
that part of the Pacific f 

Answer 1. " Certainly not all, bnt a great part of them. The Friendly or Tonga 
Islands, only 400 miles to the southeast, possess good harbors, as Ton^atabn and 
Yayao. The Samoa or Navigator Isles, the same distance to the northeast, have good 



harbors, as Sango-pango and Apia, ^c." 
Admibalty, March 12, 1859. 



[Inolosnre A 8.] 
Mr, WilliatM to the Taimua, 

BRmSH CONSUIATB, 

AjAa, Deoemher 15, 1875. 
To the Taimua, MuUnuu: 

The British subjects residing in Samoa having incurred great injury by the non-in- 
vestigation of various complaints made through this, consulate to yoiK I have the 
honor to refer you to letters in reference thereto : October 24, 1873 ; March 7, 1874 ; 
April 11 and 11, 1874; May 19 and 12, 1874 ; June 6 atd 20, 1874 ; July 10, 1874; Au- 
gust 15 and 18, 1874 ; September 15 and 18, 1874 March 5, 1875 ; April 6, 1875 ; Sep- 
tember 8, 9, 15, and 18, 1875; October 7, 1875. 

In case of twenty-four hours having elapsed and I receive no satisfactory letter to 
this my letter, I shall feel it to be my duty to refer all said complaints to Captain 
Stevens, of Her Majesty's ship Barracouta. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant. 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Briiiuh Majeety'e Acting Consul, 
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pliielosiire A 3.] 
Mr, StMnberger to Mr, WUliams, 

MULINUU, Veeemher 15, 1875. 

Hon. S. F. Williams, 

Her Britannic Majesty's AcHng Consul : 

Sir: Tour commnnication of this date I received, stating "The British subjects re- 
siding in Samoa,, having incurred great injury by the non-investigation of various 
comfSaints made through this consulate to you, I have the honor to refer you to letters 
in reference thereto of October 24, 1873; March 7, 1874; April 11 and 11, 1874; May 
l; 9, and 12, 1874 ; Jane 6 and 20, 1874 ; July 10, 1874 ; August 15 and 18, 1874 ; March 
5, 1875 ; April 6, 1875 ; September 8, 9, 15, and 18, 1875 ; October 7, 1875. 

'* In case of twenty-four hours having elapsed and I receive no satisfactory answer 
to this my letter, I shall feel it to be my duty to refer all said complaints to Captain 
Stevens, of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta." 

In reply I beg to refer you to your letter of the 7th instant addressed to Mr. Waters : 

'^I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 6th instant informing me that 
Kamea has been appointed judge in place of Pouvi; also wishing for a list of com- 
plaints sent through this consulate. 

'^ I will send in my list of complaints as soon as possible. 

*' In answer to his of December 6, viz, I am requested to inform you that Mamea 
(McLiCod) has been appointed jud^e in the place ox Pouvi.^ 

Oar Mr. Waters has not yet received the list of complaints referred to in that letter, 
bat I now state for the intbrmation of Her Britannic Msgesty's actio ? consul that we 
are prepared to try any of the cases referred to at the convenience of Her Britannic 
Majesty's acting consul, and beg to request him to name a day and hour most conven- 
ient to himself for the commencement of such trials. 

The government and consul can agree upon the necessity of mixed juries in import- 
ant cases. 

I transmit extracts from resolution of Taimua of this date : 

" It is hereby resolved that the consideration of the letter from Her Britannic Maj- 
esty's acting consul and answer to the same be referred to the premier of the kingdom.'' 

The entente cordials between the American representative of the Samoan government 
and yourself as consul for Hor Britannic Majesty in Samoa seems to justify delays, in- 
asmach as the consul has been made aware of the earnest desire of the government to 
settle German claims. This must be apparent, as the Samoans have just recovered 
from a heavy penalty imposed by the said people. 

I beg to refer you to official documents of September 24, 1875, viz, your several 
letters of 8th, 9th, 15th, and 18th instant, with communication of this date, received. 
I have the honor to inform you that delays in cases specified have been occasioned by 
the desire of the government to determine jurisdiction, hence to await the installation 
of his excellency the governor and other officials of Tnamasa^^a. 

^*A special court will be convened at an early day to adjudicate such cases. Confi- 
dent of your appreciation of such delay, I have the honor,'' &c. 

In this was and is an earnest disposition to educate the people to a true compre- 
hension of jurisdiction. Delay comes also from the desire to make court decisions 
of some consequence. 

Upon the first establishment of the government, and before governors, judges, and 
courts were instituted, a decision might be rendered, but without the power to enforce 
Judgment. 

Happily, this is changed, and the government ready to proceed with any and all 
cases of Her Mi^esty's subjects — subject, however, to the laws of the kingdom, the 
spirit of international usase, comity, and law of domicile. 

I have to state that the government wonld be pleased to present the statutes of 
the kingdom to Captain Stevens, commanding Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barr»- 
conta, through myself as a servant of His Mijesty King Malietoa* In this I beg you 
will only see a genuine desire to present facts, consider the rights of domiciled for- 
eigners, and consult an officer of a great and free nation from whom we make and 
borrow laws. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

6TEINBEBGER, 

Fremier, 
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[IndoBare A 4.] 

Mr, Waters to Mr, Witliams, 

MuLixuu, December 6, 1875. 
Hon. S. F. Williams, 

Her Britannic Majesiy'e Acting Consul^ Apia : 

Sir : I am requested (o inform yoa that Mamea (McLeod) has been appointed judge 
in the place of Pouvi. 

You would oblige and greatly facilitate the duties of tbe new pudge by sending, 
through me, a list of your complaints, that he may at an early day investigate them. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE F. WATERS, 



[Inclosure A 5.] 

Mr. Williams to Mr, Waters, 

British Consulate, 

Apia, December 7, 1875. 

Mr. G. F. Waters, Mulinuu : 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 6th instant, luformiujg me 
that Mamea had been appointed judge in place of Pouvi, also wishing for a list of 
complaints sent through this consulate. 
I will send in my list of complaints as soon as possible. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Ser Britannic Majeaty'a Acting Consul, 



[Inolosure A 6.] 

Mr, Williams to ike Taimua, 

British Consulate, 

Apia, December 16, 1875. 
To the Taimua, 

Samoan Oovemment, Mulinuu : . 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from Steinberger, 
requesting me to name a day and hour for the commencement of the trials of offenses 
set forth by me as Her Britannic Majesty^s acting consul, against certain individuals 
already enumerated in my dispatches under quotation, in mine of the 15th instant, 
and in reply thereto I would request that the complaint laid by me in the third para- 
graph of my letter of April 6, 1875, may be the first taken up on Saturday, 18th instant, 
at 10 a. m., in this consulate, before a mixed jury of British subjects and Samo- 
ans ; when this case is settled the next to be brought forward will be that alluded to 
in my dispatch of April 1, 1874. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul, 



[iDolosnre A 7.] 

Le Mamea to Mr, Williams, 

• Government House, 

MulinuUy December 16, 1875. 
Hon S. F. WiLLUMS, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Cansul : 

Sir : Your communication of this date received. The government will send you in 
advance of trial, December 18, the names of six jurymen, (Samoans,) clerk of court, 
interpreter, and English clerk to make record of proceedings. 

Will ^ou kindly select like members of Her Majesty's subjects as Jurymen, with 
clerks of record, as your judgment may determine ? 

LE MAMEA, 

Secretary to TaimQ' 
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[Tnelosare A 6.] 

Le Mamea io Mr, WHliavM, 

Government House, 
MvMrmUf December 22, 1875. 
Hod. S. F. Williams, 

Her Britannic Majesi^a Acting Consul, Apia : , ' 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter dated December 21, 1875, 
asking the " reason " for " request " embodied in our letter of 20th instant. 

The letter of Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul to the Taimua, of April 11, 1874, 
mentions the names of Senn and Josiah, of Vamioso-Tupuola, of Yaitele and Felipe, of 
Savaii, as the parties who stole from the lands of Jack. From this we do not know 
the nature of the theft ; if there is another letter of same date it has been mislaid, and 
we therefore asked a copy. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

LE MAMEA, 

Secretary to Taimua. 



[Inolosnre A 9.J 
Mr. Williams to the Taimua, 



British Consulate, 
Apia, December 21, 1875. 



To the Taimua, 

Samoan Government, Mulinuu : 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter dated December 20, 1875, and 
signed Le Mamea, requesting me to furnish yon with a copy of my complaint of April 
11, 1874. 
In reply, I have to request the reason why said copy is asked for. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul, 



[Inelosnre A 10.] 

Mr, Williams to tJiiB Taimua, 

British Consulate, 
Apia, December 21, 1875. 

To the Taimua, 

Samoan Govemmeni, Mulinuu : 

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a letter dated December 21, 1875, and 
signed Le Mamea, to the effect that your interpreter being unwell, you are unable to 
proceed with the case adjourned from December 18. 

As this intimation was not received until within four minutes of the time (10 a. m.) 
appointed fpr the opening of the court, I cannot receive any such excuse for the delay 
in trying such a serious case. 

I have to give you notice. that in future no such trivial pretext will be accepted in 
this office as a reason for the postponement of important business. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting C'Onsuh 



[Inolosnre A 11.] 

Le Mamea to Mr, Williams, 

Government House, 

Mulinuu, December 22, 1875. 
Hon. S. F. Williams, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul, Apia ; 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of the 2l8t 
instant. 

Our interpreter is certainly willing to make affidavit to the effect of his having been, 
and xiow iS| ill. 
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The Taimaa be^ respeotfally to state, that Doder the oiTonmstanoes we cannot con- 
sider this a ** triTial pretext/' as only sadden illness conld cause delay, in earlier trans- 
mission of request for a^jonrnment of court wherein we must, of necessity, rely upon 
a medium for transaction of court business affecting the interest of both complainant 
and defendant. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

LE MAMEA, 

Secretary to Taimua^ 



[Incloeare A 12.] 

Mr. Williame to tke Tavmua. 

British Consulatb, 

Jpidf December 18, 1875. 
To the Taimua, 

Samoan Govemmenty Mulinuu : 

A British subject named W. S. Dunlop, having been tried upon the 17th instant, and 
detained at Mulinuu, Point-lni, this day, 18th instant, I have to request yon, the Ta- 
imua, to appoint the proper parties to attend an investigation of the above, to be held 
in this consulate Monday, the 20th instant, at 10 a. m. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S, F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majeetjfe Acting Conaiuh 



flnolosnre A 13— Trwislfttioii.] 
King Malietoa to Mr, Williame. 

I, Malietoa I, Bex, by the grace of God King of Samoa. 

Mulinuu, December 21, 1875. 
To S. F. Williams, 

Acting British Consul : 

Sir: I hereby make known to your excellency that there are two persons in Aana 
who have rebelled against my government, and I have sent to have them arrested and 
brought before me. 

I have reason to believe that one of your countrymen, Frank Comwell by name, 
has instigated these persons to the wrong they have done my government. I now 
request that it would be well for you to put a stop to any such proceedings on the part 
of your countrymen here in Samoa. 

Will you write and have the said Comwell broneht to this examination before me, 
and hear the accusation these two persons referred to make against him f 

Will you write to your countrymen who reside in Aana not to attempt to prevent 
the arrest of these two persons f It is well for yon to know that resistance is thr^tened, 
and we desire you to caution them not to interfere. 

May yjou live, 
lam, 

MALIETOA I, BEX. 



llnolosare A 14.] 

Mr, Williams to King Malietoa. 

British Consulate, 
Apia, December 23, 1875. 
To His Majesty Malietoa I, Bex, Samoa: 

Your Majesty : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Mi^esty's dis- 
patch dated the 21st instant, stating that ^' there are two people in Aana" who are re- 
belling against your kingdom ; also that a British subject named F. Comwell incited 
said persons. 

I am truly pained to hear of the above circumstances. As Your Majesty is well aware, 
any'British subject violating the laws will be tried if the complaint be lodged in this 
consulate. 

I have the honor to be, Your Haiesty's most obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting ConuiL 
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llnoloBnie A 15.] 

Complaint against Bell, 

To Faumulna, Sherif: 

Whereas complaint bas been made before me, the sabBoriber, government jndge at 
Malinaa, island of Upola, upon information of the three policemen named, respectively^ 
Paepaega, Le Apai, and Servi, that on Friday, the 3d day of December, A. D. 1875, 
Charles Bell, a retail liqnor-dealer, was ^nilty of the offense of having his house open 
after 10 o'clock p. m. on the date aforesaid, and against the peace and contrary to the 
law in such cases made and provided, and of one example. 

These are therefore to command yon to summon the said Charles Bell to appear be- 
fore me at the Government House at Mulinuu on the 20th day of December, at the hour 
of 10 o'clock in the morning, to answer said charge. 

And you are also commanded, having summon^l the said Charles Bell, to summon as 
witnesses of said prosecution the three policemen, viz, Paepaega, Le Apai, and Servi, to 
appear at the place, day^ and hour above mentioned, then and there to g^ve testimony 
relative to said offense. 

Given under my hand and seal this, &o. 

[SSAL.] LE MAMEA, 

Qovemmeni Judge. 



[IncioBiire A 16.] 
La Mamea to Mr, Williams, 

GOVJERNBOENT HOUSB, 

Mulmuu, December 25, 1875. 
S. F. W11.LIAM8, Esq., 

Her Britannic Majeeti^e Acting dmtuly Apia : 

Sir : I have the honor to state that on the 7th instant Mr. Waters forwarded a letter 
to Her Britannic Majesty's consulate, contents as follows : 

^^ I beg to notify you — ^in the absence of the premier — ^that one Charles Bell, claiming 
to be an English subject, has been summoned to appear before Judge Mamea, at the 
Government House, on the 9th instant, at 10 o'clock in the morning, for violation of 
the law.'' 

The summons (copy inclosed) being served upon Charles Bell, the said Bell did not 
appear. If the said Bell claims proteotion as an English subject, and desires the juris- 
diotioQ of your courts, we respectfully beg that he be tried by Her Britannic Mijesty's 
consular court 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

LA MAMEA, 

Secretary to Taimua^ 



[Indlosiiie A 16|.-^Traiialatioii.] 

IRng Malieioa to Major Latrohe. • 

Thx Kino's Pauice, 
MuUnuUf Decemher 21, 1875. 
To Major cowmanUng the Soldiers : 

Sir : I hereby give you command of the fort in which you are quartered, and the 
custody and care of the arms. Do not permit any strange persons to visit the fort 
unless they present a letter from me. 
May you live. 
I am, 

MALIETOA I, REX. 



[IiHdoBiiTe A17.] 

Mr, WilUams to the Jatmaui. 

British ConsuiiAtb, 
Apia, December 21, 1875. 
To the Taimua, 

Samoan Government, Mulinuu: 

It becomes my painful duty to bring the following circumstances to your notice : 
This morning about 7 o'clock, when riding with Captain Stevens, of Her Britannio 
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Majesty's ship Barraconta^ one of his officers and another English gentleman, on the 
Taamnafa road, the bridles of oar horses were suddenly and without any warning, 
when approaching the Yaipae, seized by two sentries who appeared from the bush. 
We immediately stopped onr horses and reqnested that an officer might be sent for. 
After waiting about half an hour and sending several other messengers on the same 
errand, one Mr. Latrobe, said to be an American citizen, with a sword and in military 
eqaipmenti appeared. Captain Stevens expressed a wish to prooeedi stating he had 
been stopped. Mr. Latrobe replied to Captain Stevens ** that he wonld not allow ns 
to pass ;" saying also, '' We have a camp of instruction here ;'' and again repeated that 
" he would nofc allow us to proceed ;" and in reply to Captain Stevens's further ques- 
tion^ viz : *' Under whose orders are you acting 1" he said, " 1 am using my own dis- 
cretion in this matter." 

We then turned round and retraced onr steps. Natives, following their different 
social pursuits, were allowed to^pass to and fro without let or hinderance during the 
time we were detained. 

I would draw your attention to the circumstance that if Mr. Latrobe's word is of any 
value there could have been no necessity for the adoption of this peremptory measnre, 
nor for his subsequent behavior. He has arroeated to himself the right to block the 
highway, which has hitherto been open, and uius outrageously interfered with the 
independence of movement within the kingdom, which I as the representative of Her 
Majesty's government and all British subjects are entitled to by common and univer- 
sal custom in all countries, for I would observe that no intimation has reached either 
myself or my colleagues that any of your higWv^ays have been blocked. 

As I am most unwilling to believe that so serious an interference with my rights and 
privileges and those of Her British Majesty's subjects could have been taken by and 
with your sanction^ I trust that I may receive without delay a satisfactory explanation. 
X have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majeaty^s Acting OonsuU 



(Inolosare A 18.— TranslaUon.] 
The Taimuae to Mr. Williams, 

Housi: OF THE Taimua of Samoa, 

Mulinuu, December 23, 1875. 
To S. F. Williams, 

Acting British Consul: 

Sir : This is onr answer to your letter dated the 2lBt day of this month. It is qaite 
true that we gave Major Latrobe the care and custody of our arms, and he had. orders 
from the King to allow no persons tO'Cnter the fort without a permit from the King. 
He has since received a written notice from the King to allow no strange persons to 
enter the fort without a special letter from the King, w'hioh is still in force. 

We hope that the above explanation will prove satisfactory, as Migor Latrobe was 
acting under orders. We had good reasons for removing our arms from Mulinuu, which 
are best known to ourselves. 

May you live. 

THE TAIMUA8 

Of Samoa, 



[Inolosare A 19.] 
Mr, TVilUama to the Taimtta, 

British Coksulatk, 

4l>ta, December 22, 1875. 
To the Taimua, 

Samoan Qovemment, Mulinuu : 

I have the honor to inform you that I have given the following notice : 
''All persons who consider themselves British subjects and require the protection of 
the British flag, must appear at Her Britannic Majesty's consulate without delay for the 
purpose of being registered as such." 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLUMS, 
Her Britannic Majeetj/'e Acting CotuuL 
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[Inclosnre A 90.] 

Mr. Williama to tlte Taimua, 

British Consulate, 

J;piaf December 31, 1875. 

The Taimua, of the Sarnoan Government : 

Captain Stevens^ B. N., has reported to this office that this morning at 10 a. m. three 
bullets passed through the rigging of Her M^esty's ship Barracoata. 

I have to reqaest that you will prohibit any more discharging of fire-arms in the 
port of Apia, whereby shipping lying in this harbor may be endangered. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Ser Britannio Majesty's Acting ConsuU 



llnclosare A 21.] 

Mr* Steinherger to Mr. WilUams. 

Government House, 

MuUnuUy Decanter 31, 1875. 

S. P. Williams, Esq., 

Her BriUmMe Mafesty's Acting Consul, Apia : 

Sir : I beg to inclose copy (true) of letter just received. 

Notices to the public have been sent to J^alafile-Apia and Matautu for posting, rela- 
tive to such matter. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

STEINBERGEB, 

Premier, 



[Inolosure A 22.] 

Mr. Williamson to the Taimua. 

Apia, Deeemher 31, 1875. 

To the Hon. Taimua of Samoa : 

Honorable Sirs: The alarm that was given on board (to-day) Her Majesty's 
ship by the firing of a gun on shore, was done by myself. I was simply shooting 
at their target. They thought the balls went much nearer the ship than they actually 
did ; the shots could not have passed nearer than fifty yards of the ship. 

I am very sorry to have been the cause of such an alarm. I have informed the cap-- 
tain, through the American consul, of the facts. 
Yours, &c.. 

W. M. WILLIAMSON. 



[Inclosqre A 23.] 
Le Mamma to Mr. Williams. 

■ 

Government House, 
M%linuUj Jantiary 3, 1876. 

S. F. Williams, Esq., 

Her Britannio Majesty's Acting Consul^ Apia : 

Sir : I beg to say that we await your pleasure in the resumption of the trials com- 
menced at tne British consulate. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant^ 

LE IklAMEA, 
Seeretary to Taimwu 



1 



44 AGENCY OF A, B. STEJNBEBGER IN aiMQA9 IIILAND8. 

Mr, Steinherger to Mr. Williama, 

GOYERNMBKT HOUSE, 

MuKnuUf January 3, 1876. 
8. F. WnxiAMSf Esq., 

Her Britannic Majeatjfs Acting Consul, Apia : 

(Sir : I have the honor to inform you that by His Majesty's orders the road throa^h 
Vaenioro has been again opened to the pnblic until such time as a roadway be built 
Azonnd the town for the public convenience. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

STEINBEBGER, 

Premier, 



[iDolMore A85.] 

Mr, Hamilton to the Chiefs, 

Matautu, January 4, 1876. 
To Your ExoeUeneiee at Mulinuu : 

Chiefs : Now I make known to your excellencies of the British vessel named Wel- 
come Home, anchored in the harbor since December 12, 1875, there is liquor aboard of 
her. I sent a policeman aboard to see there was no liquor sold without paving: the 
government. The captain drove the Samoan ofQcer ashore. I think there has been 
no liquor sent ashore from that vessel. On January 2, 1876, another British vessel 
anchored in this harbor, named the Virion. I sent policeman Saman aboard to look 
out, but the captain drove him ashore, and I went aboard both vessels and asked 
the oantains about it. They told me that Her Britannic Majesty's acting consnl, 8. 
F. Williams, had sent a message to them about it. The Virion, I understand, selld 
liquor i^ the time without paying the government. 

I wish to let your excellencies know that I have seen these things. I leave it to 
yoo all to do what you think best about it. 

May you all live. 
I am, 

E. L. HAMILTON, 
Collector of Cuttomt, 

The Taimua. 



[Inolosare A 96.] 
Le Mamea to Mr. Williame. 

GOTBRNICEKT HOUflB, 

MuHnuu, January 6, 1876. 

S. F. Williams, 

Her Britannic Mafesf/^e Acting Consul^ Apia : 

Sir: We have the honor to inclose herewith copy of letter addressed to us by £. L. 
Hamilton, collector of the port of Apia. We would call your attention to the fact that 
the captains of the two vessels referred to therein have openly violated the laws of the 
kingdom, and, as they state, by and with ^our advice. 
We would most respectfully request an immediate answer, if such is the fact. 
We have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

LE MAMEA, 
SeoreUiry to TaifMM, 

[Inolosnre B 1.— TransUtioii.J 

Statement ofUlo, TwiatafUy anA Tupai. 

Upolu-Samoa, MvUnuu^ December 14, 1875. 

Statement of some facte, 

Tuiatafn and Lilo went to ask Mr. Turner what could be the meaning of what had 
been done by Snatele on the 26th of November, 1875, in presenting sand and turf to 
Colonel Steinberger. 
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QaestioD. Mr. Turner. What does the prime minister think of it f 

Answer. Tuiatafu. That there was no narm in what Saatele did. 

Q. Is it true that in your talk yon have made a comparison referring to Colonel 
Steinberger f 

A. It is very true. 

Q. I am now going to speak to you of an important matter. Would the govern* 
ment of Samoa now consent to seek the protection of another power f 

A. If we did so what would become of what we have done f 

Q. Yes, we have both been deceived with regard to that gentleman ; we now know 
very well that he has no mission. 

A. Sir, we are greatly pained at your course of conduct. 

Q. Why? 

A, Because you now speak to us in that way, you who formerly assured us that that 
gentleman was sent by the Gk>vernment of America. Bumors of war and quarrels have 
ceased among us since that gentleman has directed our affairs; had it not been for 
him Samoa would now be at war. 

Q. It would be better to fight than to follow an erroneous course. 

A. If the government of Samoa now turns to England, will not a war between Eng- 
land and America follow f 

Q. Let them fight. We will not interfere. If Samoa intends to take advantage of 
that vessel of war which is in the harbor, it will stay here permanently, and it will 
send a message to the large vessel at Viti. Go, then, and form your decision as to us ; 
we are going to meet at Malna, in order to deliberate there with the commander and 
his lieutenant. 

(The meeting at Malua having come to an end, these gentlemen returned to Apia. 
Mr. Turner then sent the catechist Sin to Tuiatafu to tell him that Mr. Turner was await- 
ing him at his house in company with a deputy from the district of Atua. Tupai went 
with Tuiatafu and Lilo. This invitation was sent December 15, at 11 o'clock p. m. 
The following persons were present at the interview : Mr. Turner, the physician ; Mr. 
Nesbitt, Mr. Turner, of Malua ; Tupai, Tuiatafu, and Lilo.) 

Question. What is the result of your decision f 

Answer. The result is that Suatele is to be punished. 

Q. What does the prime minister think of it f 

A. The prime minister thinks nothing about it. He leaves the matter to the King 
and the government. 

Q. What has become of the amount of the fine of Tatuila which was advanced by 
Mr. Poppe r It was $500. 

A Two hundred dollars were paid to those who conducted the inquiry, and ^00 
were left to the government. 

Q, (Mr. Turner, of Malua then spoke :) I speak now on account of the affection I feel 
for your government. We have examined all the papers, and there is nothing to show 
that the American Government protects this gentleman. Therefore, if Samoa desires 
to turn to another power, there is a vessel of war here in the harbor, and Samoa can 
choose the nation to which it desires to attach itself. America has not accepted Sa- 
moa's request. If you receive the offers of the vessel of war now in the harbor, it will 
stop here at Apia, and a letter will be sent to F^i in order to bring another large vessel 
here. Attend well to what I say to you now, for if your country gets into difficulty 
hereafter our conscience will be clear. 

A. (by T. and T.) These words of Mr. Turner pain us. How is it that you have 
nothing to reproach yourselves with f Who has done all that has been done f Was it 
not you and Mr. Williams who told us to receive this gentleman, and that it would be 
for the good of Samoa f 

After that the great assembly of Samoa was held to deliberate about a flag. You de- 
signed for us a Sag which wo now have, the same which was delivered to us by the 
genUeman from America, and which is now our national flag. It was accepted by the 
Samoan power to replace the old flag, which was red. 

We also held a meeting at the house of Mr. Collie. You spoke to us there, in the 
presence of the Bishop oiTiposa, Mr, Coe, and Samuel Williams. All your wonls were 
designed to show us that we must receive this gentleman. Well, the government of 
Samoa did receive him. 

The above is a recapitulation of our entire interview. 

TUPAI. 

TUIATAFU. 

LILO. 

I testify that this document is a true copy of the originaL 

LILO, 
Secretary of the AeaeiMf of the Chi^e, 
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[InoloBOTe B S.] 

Notice, posted in Apia, 

Certain wioked and nntmthfnl porsons have spread reports among the natiyes of 
Samoa to the effect that the British governor of Fiji and members of bis government 
have enslaved, tyrannized, and maltreated the inhabitants of the Fiji Mands since 
Fiji has been annexed to the British government. 

These reports are in every respect directly opposed to the facts and entirely devoid 
of trntb, and are very detrimental to Her British Majesty's government. We, the un- 
dersigned, hereby notify the said inhabitants of Samoa and all whom it may concern 
that the above reports are entirely false. ^ 

These reports have been circulated by liars and unprincipled ad venturers, in order 
that people may be led astray and their own dishonest purposes farthered. 

The late administrator of the Fiji government arrived in Her Majesty's ship Bar- 
racouta as a visitor to Samoa. If, therefore, the chiefs and rulers of Samoa desire to 
ask him or the captain of the Barracouta any questions in order to obtain correct 
information regarding what is being done in Fiji, we are willing to appoint a day 
for holding a meeting for that purpose at whatever place is most convenient for the 
chiefs. 

Another report that is being circulated at the present time is to the effect that the 
captain of Her Majesty's ship Barracouta has come for the purpose of hoisting the 
British flag on Sacboa. 

This report is entirely untrue. It was on no errand of the kind that the vessel 
came. 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 
Captain B, N.y Her Majeaty^s Ship Barracouta. 
S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Mer Britannic Marty's Acting Consul for Samoa* 

Apia, December 18, 1875. 



[Inclosnre B 3.] 
King Malietoa to Captain Stevens. 

Compliments of Malietoa Kex, King of Samoa, to Captain Stevens, Her Majesty's 
ship Barracouta, and will be pleased to accept his kind invitation for lunch on Mon- 
day, 1 p. m. 

We would not trouble Captain S. for conveyance, with thanks for the courtesy 
offered. 

MuLiNUU, December 18, 1875. 



[InclosTire B 4.— Translation.] 

King Malietoa to Captain Stevens. 

Palacb of the Ktsq, 

MulinuUf December 20, 1875. 
Captain Stevbns, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Steamship Barracowta : 

Sir: This is my letter to ^our excellency, captain of the British man-of-war, greet- 
ing. I am Malietoa. It is in relation to your letter to me to come on board of yoar 
ship. 

The house of nobles and the house of representatives of my government held a coon- 
cil in reference to the matter at 7 o'clock, and they decided that I had better not go, 
and I obey them. 

My government and myself have agreed upon one thing, that is to have all claims of 
British subjects against Samoans investigated at once, thoroughly, and if the claims 
are found to be just, I shall enforce payment at once, and we wish to impress upon 
yoii that we deeire the presence of our premier at the investigation. 

This is the decision of our government in council, sixteen of our house of nobles and 
nineteen of our bouse of representatives, at our palace at 7 o'clock. 

This letter is written at 9 o'clock. 

May your excellency live. 
I am, 

MALIETOA I, BEX. 
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[Inclosiire B 5.] 

Captain Stevens to King Malietoa, 

1-75 K. of S.] Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Barracouta, 

Apia, December 20, 1875. 
To His Majesty MaliEtoa I, Rex, Samoa : 

Your Majesty : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of 
the 20th instant, handed in to the British consulate about noon this day: Your Ma- 
jesty may not be aware that two of your policemen endeayored to recover the said 
dispatch from the British consulate before it could be delivered to me. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my extreme regret at not having had the 
pleasure of Your Majesty's society on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barra- 
coota this day to an invitation' sent by me in all courtesy and the utmost friendliness, 
and accepted by you in your note under Your Majesty's sign manual, dated the 18th 
instant. It would ill become me to animadvert upon the pretext alleged for a breach 
of irieudship. I may at the same time remark that I should have been pleased to re- 
ceive some more satisfactory explanation ; nevertheless, I trust that the friendly rela- 
tions hitherto existing between Your Majesty and myself may under no circumstances 
and no misrepresentations be interrupted, as it is my duty and my earnest wish to co- 
operate with you in all matters relating to peace, good order, and the maintenance of 
friendly relations. 

I hail with pleasure the expression of Your Majesty's desire to entertain all claims 
and investigate all subjects now pending or which may heteafter occur. 

With reference to the polite invitation that you make to me, for a meeting with 
yourself, the Taimua, and Faipnle, and inasmuch as the present existing relations be- 
tween your government and that of Her Britannic Majesty's representative and others, 
those of great nations here, would appear to be very unsatisfactory, I would most re- 
spectfully submit to Your Majesty that these matters to be discussed should form the 
subject of some future meeting between us, which should be nominated by yourself at 
the earliest convenience to the public service, the time for which I await Your Ma- 
jesty's intimation. 

5. It will be understood that the Taimua Sili, and all such representatives as may 
be concerned, be present, and in this your expressed wish I hereby sign and eonsider 
myself bound to Your Majesty's wishes in good faith. 

I have the honor to be, Your Majesty's most obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 
Captain Royal Navy. 



rinoloBnre B 5|.— Translation.] 

King Malietoa to Captain Stevens, 

Palace of the King, 
MulinuUy Deceinber 25, 1875. 
To His Excellency Captain Stevens, 

Of Her British Majestifa Man-of-War Barra>couta: 

Sir : I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant. It seemed 
that your excellency did not well understand the reason why the guardians of the 
police propounded their question to the vice-consul of England ; for my desire was 
that this letter should reach you before 12 o'clock at noon, but not that the letter should 
return to me. 

I feel great affection for you, as your excellency does for me and my country, and I 
honor your nation. Only it seems you think I have done wrong in not going to see 
your excellency as I promised in my reply of the 18th instant. But I was unable to 
make that visit, for all the Taimua and the Faipule of my kingdom detained me in order 
that I might unite with them in examining all that concerns the affairs that interest 
the subjects of your nation residing at Samoa ) for my great desire is that the subjects 
of my kingdom may live on a footing of good understanding with the subjects of your 
nation dwelling at Samoa. 

I did not think at all of deliberating with you at a meeting. I only inform you that 
with regard to the complaints by the subjects of your nation residing at Samoa, I am 
quite ready to examine them ; I also desire that the prime minister of my kingdom 
may take part in the examination of all these complaints. 

I will obey your excellency therefore ; I consent to convene the meeting which you 
desire, in order that you may clearly explain to us what you wish, and that I may be 
able to tell you what I have to say in reply. And I must tell you that I and my gov- 
ernment honor the consul of Britain who is accredited to us at Samoa. 
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I desire that onr meeting may be held liere at Malinna, on Friday, the 24th instant, 
at 10 o'olook a. m. There is a certain number of persons by whom I desire to be as- 
sisted at this meeting. 

Long life to yoar excellency. 

MALIETOA I, REX. 



llndosaTe B 6.] 

Captain Stevens to King Malietoa, 

Her Brttannio Majesty^s Ship Barracouta, 

Apia, December 22, 1875. 
To His Majesty Maubtoa I, Rex, Samoa : 

Tour Majesty: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatob, 
which reached me yesterday CTsning at 6 p. m., in reply to mine of the 20th instant. 

It is with mnch pleasure that I accept from Your Majesty the invitation of 10 
a. m. on Friday the 24th instant, or that tor the meeting which proved one of the sub- 
jects of my dispatch above alluded to. 

I am indeed fortunate in receiving the expressions of Your Mi^esty's respect for 
Her Britannic Mi^esty's government and friendly feelings toward myself personally, for 
which I beg to record you my humble thanks, and I would politely request that Yonr 
Migesty wiU be pleased to invite the English and American consuls to our interview 
already arranged for the 24th instant. At the same time I beg to inform Your M^esty 
that I shall be accompanied by my secretary, interpreter^ two or three officers of my 
ship, and a guurd of honor consisting of ten files of Her Britannic Mugesty's royal 
marines. 

I cannot close this dispatch without informing Your Majesty that I have received, 
since dispatching my letter of the 20th instant to yourself from certain chie& an ex- 
pression of their desire to be placed under the protectorate of Her Britannic Majesty. 
This communication has pained me, as I cannot but deprecate so unconstitutional a mode 
of expressing dissatisfaction with any existing government, however f^reat the cause 
of complaint ma^ be, and I beg to inform Your Mojestv that I can neither entertain 
nor take any action upon a request that may emanate from any other authority than 
that of Your Msgesty and that comprised in your ministry. 

I have the honor to be, Your Majesty's most obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 

Captain JR. N. 



[InoloBure B 7.~TnuisUtion.J 

King Jlialietoa to Captain Stevtne, 

The King's Palace, 

Jiitdinuu, December 23, 1875. 
To His Excellency Captain Stevens, 

Her Majest^e Steamer Barraoouta : 

I, Mauetoa I, Rex, by the grace of God King of Samoa, greeting : 

I beg to make known to you that I received yonr letter, in answer to mine of the 
2lBt instant, last evening. I have done everything as promised in my letter in regard 
to what your excellency says as to inviting the British and American consuls,* it 
would not be proper to invite any unless ^bu invite all, and as there are consuls of 
three great nations, I suggest that all be invited. 

Yonr request to bring with your excellency yonr clerk, an interpreter, also two or 
three lieutenants, I accede to. As to the gnard of honor ^our excellencj^ alludes to, I 
am not accustomed to guards of honor at such meetings ; m my opinion it is quite use- 
less to have soldiers of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain present at this meet- 
ing. We meet in my own country ; I am sure to take care of and protect all. 1 shall 
nave no guard of honor. 

I thank your excellency for not entertaining the desire of the worthless, scheming 
people of my realm ; it is useless for them to attempt anything without me. I am 
their ruler, according to the constitution of my government. I have faith in yoar 
good intentions and appreciate your kind feelings toward myself. 
I am. 

MALIETOA I, REX* 
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tinoloflure B 8 ] 

Captain Stevens to King Malietoa, 

Her Majesty^s Ship Barracouta, 

Apia Harbor, December 23, 1875. 

YoOR Majesty : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your flispatch of 
this date, and to politely inform you that the presence of the British and American 
consuls at our interview to-morrow will be indispensable to its ends ; and that I can- 
not consent to depart from the usual custom at such meetings as that in contemplation, 
viz, to be attended by a guard of honor, which is not in any manner to be deemed as 
adopted for safety, but purely and. simply as a portion of an important ceremony. 
I have the honor to be, Your Majesty's most obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 

Captain R. N, 



[Inclosare B 9.— Translation.] 

King Malietoa to Captain Stevens. 

Palace of the King, 
* Mulinuu, December 31, 1875. 

To His Excellency Captain Stevens, 

Of the British Man-of- War Barracout^. 

I, Malietoa the First, by the grace of God King of Samoa: 

I have to inform your excellency of my desire, and hope you will be. willing to 
grant it. 

Ist. I would respectfully request your excellency to furnish me with a written copy 
of the speech delivered or read by you at our meetings of the past three days, in order 
that I may have it translated into Samoan, so that I may have great light upon what 
you have said. 

2d. I would also say to your excellency that it is my desire, and I beg that you will 
accede to it, that my premier have an opportunity to answer your excellency in refer- 
ence to what you have said about him, that I and my government may hear his 
answer. I again request that you appoint some day next week for that purpose, to 
meet my government at Mulinuu. 

May your excellency live. 

By the grace of God, I am, 

MALIETOA I, REX. 



[Inclosnre B 10.] 

Captain Stevens to King Malietoa. 

Her Majesty's Ship Barracouta,. 

Apia, January 2, 1876i 

To His Majesty Malietoa I, King of Samoa : 

Your Majesty : With reference and in reply to your dispatch of tbe Slst ultimo^ 
under acknowledgment expressing Your Majesty's desire that I will furnish yoa with- 
a copy of *' all my remarks at our meetings that have taken place," and that X will ap- 
point a day for my meeting Your Majesty and your ministers again at Mulinuu, and 
that your premier shall be present on the occasion — 

In reply thereto I would most respectfully poinc out to Your Majesty that my remarks- 
have already been rendered into the Samoan tongue, and I would also politely inform 
yon that when calling to mind the disregard and indifference with which my represen- 
tations at those meetings have been received, the disrespectful interruptions which I 
have met with, and the peremptory manner in which the thread of my address to Your 
Majesty was severed on the 27th ultimo, I faii to detect even the possibility of any 
go. id resulting were I to adopt such a course. I am therefore reluctantly compelled ta 
withhold my consent to Your Majesty's desire. 

Furthermore, I regret that I cannot accede to Your Majesty's wish that I should 
li8t>en to Mr. Steinberger, your premier, again, for I have clearly proved for the informa- 
tion of the whole world that he is a wicked and dishonorable person, without ajiy cre- 
deatials, and with such a man I cannot conduct my official duties, nor do I propose de- 
fining any further my impressions with reference to his character. 

Should Your Majesty have anything to communicate to me apart from what has 
hitherto transpired with reference to Mr. Steinberger, I shall be glad to meet Yonr 
Majesty at the British consulate with a deputation of yourTaimua, of your own select- 
ing, but not exceeding three in number, and with the distinct understanding that new 
matter only shall be discussed on either side ; and I would take this opportunity fur- 
ther to express to Your Majesty that notwithstanding the remarks made by Your 

H. Ex. 44 4 
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\ 
Majesty to me in yonr dispatch of the 23d ultimo and in your address at oar meeting 
of tbe'2/th ultimo, also by your Taimna in their letter of the same date, addressed to 
and based upon Her Britannic Majesty's consuPH representation relating to the outrage 
which that gentleman, myself, and officers experienced at the hands of your soldiers 
and one of your officers on the 21st ultimo. I fail to observe in those documents, now 
before me, any explanation whatever of the offense, and I consider that the original 
aspect of the outrage is unaltered in any respect, and altogether most unsatisfactory ; 
and in couclusion I would respectfully inform Your Majesty that Her Britannic Majesty's 
consul atid I have decided to refer all matters that concern Her Majesty^s governmeot 
and that have been hitherto introduced since my amval here, to our respective supe- 
riors for decision. 

Finally, and with reference to the last part of your dispatch to me of 24th Decem- 
ber, 1875, commencing, '' I suppose it is because of the strength,'' and ending, '' seeing 
that I have informed you that I will have no guard at this meeting," I would impress 
upon you with all good faith that Her Britaniiio Majesty's government have not ex- 
pressed any intention of annexing your islands, nor are they in any way desirous of 
interfering with yonr independence of action as a nation. 

1 have the honor to be, Your Majesty's most obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 

CaptaiHf Boyal Navy, 



[Inclosare B ll.*~TrftnBlAtioD.] 

The King of Samoa to Captain Stevens. 

Palace of the King, 
MuUnuUf January 5, 1876. 

To Captain Stevens, 

Of the English man-of-war Barracouta, B, N,j greeting : 

I have received your letter of the 2d instant, in reply to that which I addressed you 
on the 3l8t ultimo. 

You inform me that you do not acquiesce in the desires expressed by me in that 
letter. Well, I am thankful to you for saying so. 

If you no longer desire to convoke us for a deliberation, I am very gratefnl to you 
for this decision. I have nothing further to communicate to your excellency, nor do 
I desire to have an interview with yon at the English consulate at present, for I am 
greatly pained to see that the laws of my kingdom have been violated by the sabjects 
of England since you came to Samoa, and since your vessel cast anchor in the harbor 
of Apia. 

There is no longer any need, I think, of my again replying to your excellency in 
relation to the insults alleged to have been offered to yourself, your officers, and the 
English consul, by my soldiers and one of my officers. I explained everything relating 
to this matter in my letter of the 23d, and in my speech delivered at the meeting which 
was held on the 27th ultimo. The letter of my Taimna also replied to these same dif- 
ficulties. 

You call my attention to the close of my letter written to your excellency on the 
24th of December, 1875, in which are the words "for in your view," &c. Be kind 
•enough, if you please, to read that letter again, in order to see the true meaning of the 
words therein written. This is all the reply I have to make. 

May the living God preserve the empire of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and 
^Iso myself and my kingdom. 

MALIETOA I, REX. 



[Inclosure B 12.~TranBlation.] 
Captain Stevens to the King of Samoa, 

Her Britaxnig Majesty's Steamer Barracouta, 

Apia, January 8, 1876. 

To Malibtoa, King of Samoa : 

Sire : I write to Your Majesty to inform you that I have received a letter which yoa 
wrote me on the 5th instant. 1 now write to Your Majesty to inform you that I have 
4one that whereof I noti6ed you in my letter of the 2d instant. 
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The vessel which takes ray letters to Europe has sailed. I now ask to be told what 
I am to do, for it is difficult for me to form a determination in view of the present atti- 
tude of your government. 

My vessel will therefore stop at Samoa until I am informed what I am to do. This 
is all. 
May Your Majesty live and be happy. 
It is I, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 

Captainf B. N. 



[InolosareC 1.] 

Deposition of John .Coleman as to the seizure of the yacht Peerless, 

If John Coleman, in charge of the yacht Peerless during the absence of the captain, 
(George Hamilton, do hereby depose the following statement of the seizure of said 
yacht Peerless in presence of Matthew Hunkin and John Latrobe, and testify to it as 
true and correct : 

I was at breakfast this a. m., the 17th day of December, 1875, at about 8.15 o'clock, 
when I heard the footsteps of some one on deck. I called to the steward (Chinaman) 
asking hioi who was on deck, and at the same time ran myself on deck and saw Mr. S. 
S. Foster, the United States consul, clearing the signal halyards. I asked him, " What 
is up, Mr. Foster f " He said, '* I am going to seize the Peerless in the name of the 
United States, for violation of the law of nations, for having arms aboard and making 
war among the natives." I said I did not know anything about it. I am working for 
a man for wages. He asked if there was more than I and the cook. I told him 
there were three of us. He said, " You are the oldest aboard and know all about the 
schooner. I want to make a boat-keeper of you until she is sold by auction, or some 
other settlement is made." I thanked him foe giving me a chance. I told him the 
captain was not aboard, and it looked very bad, the captain being away. He said, ^* I in- 
tend to take account of all personal effects, things belonging to the ship ; no man shall 
lose a stitch ; the captain's chest will be taken ashore to the consulate. I could not 
do anything before, but now I am protected by the man-of-war. You all stay aboard, 
unbend the sails, dry them, and take them to my office, and when a settlement is made 
you shall all get what is coming to you. I have appointed Mr. Coe marshal to look 
after the vessel, and also I have sent for Pilot Hamilton and a crew to take her into 
Little Harbor. 

" If Colonel Steinberger had gone on as he ought ^o have done he would have had a 
bright fortune before him, as you know yourself, but he has called me everything, a 
damned old fool and a damned old son of a bitch, and that is the reason I'm hard on 
him. I could have been light on him." Pilot Hamilton and crew took her into the 
Little Harbor and anchored her, and began to moor her, when she began to bump on 
the rocks. Then I told Mr. Coe, " I am going ashore to see the colonel." I told him I 
would leave a man aboard of her who belonged to the vessel, and I asked him if 
he was going to stay aboard, and he said he was until farther orders from Mr. Foster. 
I then came nere to Mulinu.u. 

Mulluuu, December the 17th, -1875. 

JOHN COLEMAN. 

"Witnessed by — 

[seal] Matthew Hunkin, 
[skal] John Latrobe, 

And written down by George F. Waters, secretary. 



llDclosnre 2.) 
Mr, Steinberger to Captain Stevens. 

Mulinud, December ^„ 1875. 
Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., 

Commanding Her British Majesty's Steamship Barrttcauta : 

Sir: The schooner-yacht Peerless, seized by the United States consul, S. S. Foster, 
on the morning of the I7th of December, 1875, is an American-built vessel, registered 
in the name of Jerome B. Ford, an American citizen of San Francisco, State of Cali- 
fornia, (register No. 59,) February the 27th, 1874. 

The ves^iel has been under ray entire control since that date. All pnrcbas-^ pap'^rs. 
mortgages, and agreements to this proof are known to the Hon. Alfred L. Poppe, Ger 
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mail coosal. There has heen a general recognition of sach control heing vested in 
myself here, and acknowledgment of the same by letters in my possession from Rear- 
Admiral John J. Almy, United States Navy, commanding North Pacific squadron. 
S. S. Foster, United States consul, with two daughters, Were passengers in the said 
yacht to Tonga and return. 

Why has not the United States consul made such seizure here before, or did the 
cause only occur on Friday at ten minutes past 8 a. m. f 

I have waited three days for a notification of this outrage from the United States 
consul. It has not yet come. 

The captain of the vessel is absent. Upon her last trip to Leone, island of Tntnila, 
she was commanded by George Pritohard, an English subject. I have seen fit to give 
her to the use of the Samoan government in transporting government officers between 
the districts ; missionaries, their teachers and families have for months had a free pas- 
sage Hpon the yacht, and from her cabin has gone up to heaven a thousand prayers for 
the peace and happiness of Samoa and its people. 

The gun upon the bow of the Peerless (a boat-howitzer, bronze) has been used only in 
salutes. This arm is one of others presented with ammunition to the Samoan rnlers by 
the Government of the United States of America, and specified by the State Department 
of the United States of America, letters of instruction to Col. A. B. Steinberger, bearing 
date, Department of State, Washington 11th December, 1874, accompanied by complete 
invoices from the Army and Navy Departments of the United States of America. 

This arm was mounted upon the Peerless under authority by the officers and crew of 
the United States war-steamer Tuscarora, and the said arm bears the stamp of the 
United States arsenal. 

To an officer commanding a war-vessel of Her Britannic Mfgesty it would be unbe- 
coming for me to speak of the American consul and his acts. 

Presenting in brief such facts, I do now protest against Her Britannic Majesty's officers 
or seamen deopoiling and dismantling the said yacht Peerless, and dismounting a gan 
placed there by an American war-vessel, and the said yacht being without a captain 
and having but two seamen and a cook. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



Ilnolosnre C 3.1 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Foster, 

MuLiNUU, December 21, 1875. 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul : 

Sir: I inclose herewith copy of communication to Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., com- 
manding Her Britannic Majesty's steamship Barracouta, for your benefit and guidance, 
and I do now protest to you, the United States consul, against the illegal and unwar- 
rantable seizure of the schooner-yacht Peerless, registered in the name of Jerome B. 
Ford, (register No. 59,) a citizen of the United States; the sole legal control beioj; 
vested in myself, and such facts communicated to you by Captain Hamilton's letter of 
September 28, 1875. 

And I do further protest against the calling for aid upon a war- vessel of a foreign 
and friendly nation ; that the said yacht Peerless being at the date of seizure withoat 
a captain, and having but two seamen and a cook on board. 

And I do further protest against the illegal, unnatural, and 'wanton despoiling and 
dismantling of the said yacht Peerless. 

And I do further protest against the illegal discharge of seamen and cook, without 
providing for their comfort and maintenance, in a foreign port. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



[Inoloanre C 4.] 

Mr, Foster to Mr, Steinberger. 

United States Consulate, 

Apiaj Decethber 22, 1875. 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

Premier of the Samoan Kingdom : 

Sir: Your communication of the 21st instant. Inclosing protest, was received and 
contents duly noted. I shall forward to Her Britannic Mt^^esty's acting oonsal the pro- 
test to Captain Stevens. 



J 
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I have "been too ill the past foar days to do any writing, and have no assistant but 
for a short time to-day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yoar obedient servant, 

' S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[Inclosnre G 5.] 

Deposition of Mathew HunMn, 

Mathew Hunkln, being sworn, deposes and says that he is a resident of Leone, on 
the island of Tutuila, one of the Samoan group ; that he has lived in Samoa for about 
forty years, and was at one time United States vice-consul at Leone, on the said island 
of Tatuila. Deponent further says that he knows the schooner-yacht Peerless, and 
has been a passenger on her to and from his home to the seat of government, and that 
he is fully acquainted with all the facts in relation to her visits to Leone, having acted 
as interpreter on every occasion. Deponent farther swears that the aforesaid Peerless 
never was used or attempted to be used in coercing or attempting to coerce the inhab- 
itants of Tutuila in any way, shape, or form ; on the contrary, her mission has always 
been a peaceful one, being simply used for the transporting to and from their respect- 
ive homes of members of tne legislative and other branches of the Samoan government 
and other business in connection with the administration of the Samoan government. 

MATHEW HUNKIN. 

Sworn to before me, this Slst day of December, 1875, a sworn magistrate of the distrioc 
of Tuamasaga, island of Upolu. 

. TEFREONO. 
I verify the above. 

PATIOLE, 
Governor of the Tu€tmasaga District, Island of Opolu, 

We, Jonas M. Coe and Frank Piatt, being present at the subscribing to and verifica- 
tion of the above affidavit, do hereby affix our signatures as witnesses. 

JONAS M. COE. 
FRANK PLATT. 



rinclosare C 6.] 
Deposition of Mathew HunJcin, 

Mathew Hunkin, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he has resided in Samoa 
for the past forty years ; that he has held the office of United States vice-consul at 
Leone, on the island of Tutuila. Deponent further deposes and says that he was the 
foreman of a jury that convicted one James Sharp, who claimed to be a native of New 
Bedford, Mass., and a citizen of the United States, of the crime of aiding and abetting 
manslaughter and arson ; that said Sharp had a fair and impartial trial ; that Thomas 
Meredith, who was at one time United States vice-commercial agent, was on the jury ; 
that said Sharp was legally convicted of the crimes above charged, by a duly-constituted 
court of the kingdom of Samoa, and was sentenced to five years' hard labor ; deponent 
further swears that said Sharp confessed in open court to having bden found with arms 
in his hands, and did not deny any of the charges made against him. Deponent further 

swears that on or about the day of , 1875, said Sharp was serving out a portion 

of his sentence, when a demand was made by S. S. Foster, United States consul, in 
writing, to the Samoan government, to produce the body of said James Sharp before 
him, which request was complied with, and a person sent to represent the Samoan 
government with the prisoner. The person who was sent with the prisoner to repre- 
sent the Samoan government, was requested by the American consul, Mr. Foster, to 
withdraw and leave the prisoner, as he, the American consul, stated that the prisoner 
had requested an interview with him ; he did not know what for, and would therefore 
like to see him alone. Mr. Waters, who was sent with the prisoner, did withdraw, 
leaving the prisoner in the custody of the American consul ; shortly afterward a letter 
was received by the Samoan government from the American consul, stating that upon 
the ex-parte statement of said Sharp he had been illegally convicted, and that he de- 
clined to surrender him to the Samoan government to serve out the remainder of his 
sentence, and that he should hold him under the protection of the American fiag. 

MATHEW HUNKIN. 

Sworn to before me this 31st day of December, 1875. 

Governor of the Tuamasaga district, island of Upolu. 

PATIOLE TORANA TUAMASAGA. 
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[InoloBure C 7.] 

Affidavit of Thomas Meredith, 

* 

Thomas Meredith, being duly sworn, deposes and says that be is a British subject, 
and resides at Leone, island of Tutuila, one of the Samoan group ; that he has resided 
in Samoa for about ten years ; that he was for six years United States yioe-commeroial 
agent for the islands of Tutuila and Manua, having been appointed by Jonas M. Coe, 
the United States commercial agent, and his appointment confirmed by the State De- 
partment of the United States. Deponent further swears that he knows the schooner- 
yacht Peerless, that she is a pleasure-yacht of about forty-five tons, of uo carrying 
capacity'; her cabins, state-rooms, quarters for crew, and galley, occupying all the 
space below ; that she carried a captain and a crew of two, and sometimes three meu, 
also a cook ; that she was in no sense an armed vessel, having only one gun on her deck 
aud twelve carbines in her cabin ; that all vessels navigating the south seas carry 
arms — vessels of every nationality — ^for protection. 

Deponent further swears that he is personally acquainted with all the facts in refer- 
ence to the visits of the Peerless to Tutuila ; that she never coerced, or attempted to 
coerce, or threaten the natives in any way, shape, or form ; that her mission has always 
been a peaceful one, being used almost exclusively by the Samoan government^ in ca^ 
rying members of the legislative and other branches of the government, white and 
native missionaries of every denomination, to aud from their respective homes to dif- 
ferent islands of the group and to the seat of government. 

Deponent further swears that he has kn6wn S. S. Foster, the present United States 
consul, and has known him ever since he arrived in Samoa ; that he is a man of dis- 
solute aud ID temperate habits, and totally irresponsible ; that he is largely in debt 
here, and has the reputation of being a common swindler. 

Deponent further swears that said Foster as United States consul, he persoually 
having no weight or influence, has persistently opposed the administration of the Sa- 
moan government ever since Col. A. B. Steinberger became premier, refusing to rec- 
ognize^ him officially, and interfering in every possible way in his power with the ad- 
ministration of justice and the enforcement of the laws. Deponent verilv believes, and 
has been so informed, that while said Foster was on a visit to Tutuila, during the 
months of October, November, and December, 1875, he used his influence as American 
consul in attempting to incite the natives to rebellion against the existing government, 
which is the best administered government the Samoans have ever had ; life and prop- 
erty being protected on every island of the group, and the natives almost without ex- 
ception delighted with the changed state or affairs, as before the advent of Colouel 
St inberger everything was chaos and confusion. 

T. MEREDITH. 

Sworn to before me at Mulinuu, island of Upolu, Samoa, this 4th day of January, 
1876. 

LE MAMEA, 
Faamasino o le Ma\o, 



llDclosnre C 8.J 
Affidavit of Jonas M, Coe, 

Jonas M. Coe, being duly sworn, deposes and says that be is a citizen of the United 
States of America: that he has resided in Samoa for upwards of twenty-five years; 
that he held the office of United States commercial agent at the port of Apia, in the 
island of Upolu, for ten ^ears ; that he was appointed acting United States consul by S. 
S. Foster, the present United States consul, and acted as such from October 25 to Decem- 
ber 14, 1875, a period of fifty days, during the absence of said Foster from his post. 

Deponent further swears that he boarded the schooner Yankee, immediately on ber 
arrival, on the 14th December, 1875, from Tutuila, and found S. S. Foster on board, he 
having returned to his post of duty. Deponent then informed him that nothing un- 
UHual bad occurred during his, said Fosters, absence, with the exception of the arrival 
of Her Britannic Majesty^) steamer Barraconta. 

Deponent further swears that he knows the schooner-yacht Peerless ; she is a pleasure- 
yacht of about forty-five tons, owned by J. B. Ford, an American citizen, of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., her papers having been deposited in the United States consulate on her arrival 
in Samoa on or about the 4th day of April, 1875, which papers deponent has seen. She 
has no carrying capacity, her cabin, state-rooms, quarters for crew, and galley oconpying 
all the space below. George Hamilton was her captain ; she carried a crew of two and 
i-ometimes three men, and a cook ; that she was in no sense an armed vessel within 
the meaning of th« neutrality laws of the United States, having only one gun on her 
deck, which was placed there by Commodore Erben, United States Navy ; the other 
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arms, consisting of twelve carbines, were carried by her, as is customary with all ves- 
sels navigating the south seas, for protection ; that she never committed any act of war ; 
on the contrary her mission has always been a peaceful one, being used by the Samoan 
government for transporting members of the legislative and other branches of the 
government, the English missionaries, priests of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
native missionaries to and from their respective homes to different islands of the group 
nd to the seat of government. 

Deponent further swears that said Foster, United States consul, was a passenger in 
her on a voyage to Tonga, also his two daughters, on or about June 4, 1875; that the 
character of the said Peerless has not been changed since she first arrived in Samoa. 

Deponent further swear^ that as he was leaving the schooner Yankee, as testified to 
herein, he saw the Rev. G. A. Turner, an English missionary, on the deck of said 
schooner, and, as soon as he left, the said Turner went into the cabin and had an inter- 
view with said Foster. Deponent, on arriving at his home, sent his boat back to the 
Yankee' to bring Foster ashore, at the same time sending him some Government dis- 
patches that had been received during the absence of said Foster. On the afternoon 
of the same day, viz, the 14th of December, 1875, deponent called on said Foster to 
learn what news was contained in the dispatches which had been received from the 
State Department, and which, as deponent has testified, he sent on board the Yankee 
to said Foster. During the interview which he then had, Foster stated that he desired 
to call a meeting of some American citizens, at the American consulate, and requested 
deponent to speak to Mr. Williamson, Mr. Alvord, and a certain Mr. Lee, and to invite 
them and to come himself the next day, 15th December, at 10 o'clock a. m., to investi- 
gate the case of a certain negro who claimed to be an American citizen, a convicted 
prisoner, who had been duly sentenced by a competent court, and was then serving 
out a portion of his sentence, and also to investigate the case of the Peerless, wliich 
said Foster stated was violating the neutrality laws of the United States. In accord- 
ance' with the request of said Foster, the Americans above referred to met at the con- 
sulate at the time appointed. The meeting was postponed until the 16th December, 
the next day, as the said prisoner, Sharp, was not produced. On the 16th December, 
at 10 o'clock, met again at the American consulate ; present, S. S. Foster, United States 
consul, J. E. y. Alvord, W. Williamson, J. Lee, and deponent ; on the part of the 
Samoan government, Mr. George Waters, with the prisoner Sharp and two policemen. 
Said Foster opened the meeting by informing Mr. Waters that the meeting was not a 
trial of Sharp, but simply a court of inquiry, and requested said Mr. Waters to with- 
draw, which he did, leaving the prisoner in charge of the two policemen. Afterward 
said Foster dismissed the two policemen, and commenced an investigation into Sharp's 
case. The prisoner was sworn, and his testimony taken in writing, also the opinion 
of the four Americans before referred to, in writing, and approved by said Fosfcer. Said 
Foster, on an application from the Samoan government to return the prisoner, refused 
to do so, statiuff that on the statement made by Sharp he should hold him under the 
protection of the American flag. 

Deponent farther swears that as he and the other three Americans above referred to 
were leaving the consulate, said Foster informed them that he desired a secret meet- 
ing that evening at 8 o'clock, of as many American citizens as could be induced to at- 
tend, and that he desired the meeting to be held in some private house, which we were 
to select, as he had a very grave and important matter to place before the meeting, 
and to receive their opinions thereon. Deponent proposed Mr. Williamson's house, a 
small retail shopkeeper. The rest agreed, and Mr. Williamson consented. Said Fos- 
ter then stated that two. other Americans, a certain Mr. Hamilton and a Mr. Jenkins, 
blacksmith, ^ould be present at the meeting. Mr. Alvord stated that Mr. Hamilton 
was in sympathy with the meeting, but that he would not attend, from the fact of his 
holding office under the Samoan government, and that Mr. Jenkins would attend if 
invited. The meeting then adjourned ; the meeting was held at 8 o'clock on the even- 
ing of the 16th of December, at the house of said Williamson, as aforesaid, and the 
following persons were present : S. S. Foster, United States consul, J. E. V. Alvord, J. 
Lee, J. C. Jenkins, W. Williamson, and deponent. Deponent was not aware that any 
one knew the object of the meeting except said Foster and deponent. The said Foster 
opened the meeting by stating that the yacht Peerless was violating the neutrality 
laws of the United States ever since her arrival, and that he was now determined to 
Seize her, and should do so as early as possible the next morning, when Col. A. B. 
Steinberger was asleep on board. The matter was discussed generally by those present 
at the meeting, but no one advised or suggested to said Foster to seize the Peer- 
less. Deponent said to said Foster, '< If you have good and sufficient reasons to be- 
lieve that the yacht Peerless has violated the laws of the United States, in your 
official capacity you should know your duties in the premises." Those present 
coincided with deponent. Said Foster stated several times at the meeting that the 
Peerless was violating the neutrality laws of the United States by carrying an 
armament on board and going about these islands threatening war on the natives. 
Deponent stated to said Foster that the said Foster should be acquainted with the laws 
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of the United States on that point, and that it was not for the meeting to give an 
opinion or jadge in the matter. A question was asked by Mr. Williamson as to who 
was the owner of the Peerless; Foster replied, ** J. B. Ford, of San Francisco." Said 
Williamson then asked what has Steinberger to do with the vessel ; to which said 
Foster replied, ** His name does not appear on the papers.'' Said Foster then stated 
that there was an obstacle in the way to prevent his seizing the vessel, and that was 
f nnds to pay the crew's wages. Deponent then stated that he for one had no money to 
advance ; each one present at the meeting made the same statement. Said Foster then 
dismissed the meeting, which had been in session only about an honr ; deponent left 
with the idea that the seizure of the Peerless by said Foster was not certain. After 
said meeting, Foster, deponent was informed and verily believes, called at the honse 
of said Rev. G. A. Turner, the English missionary already herein referred to, and had 
an interview with him. About half an honr after deponent's return home, Alvord and 
Lee called at deponent's honse and informed deponent that Foster had sent his son 
with a message for all of those who were present at the meeting to again meet at the 
American consulate at 6 o'clock the next morning ; said Alvord stated at the same time 
that Foster had discovered a plan to pay the wages of the crew, and that the Peerless 
would be seized the next morning. Deponent inquired what plan had Foster discov- 
ered ; said Alvord replied, ** By giving an order on the owner, and that the vessel is 
always good for seamen's wages." Deponent replied, '^ Foster has discovered that very 
soon after our meeting at Williamson's." The next morning, December 17, 1875, at 6 
o'clock, deponent attended the meeting at the United States consulate ; J. E, V. Alvord, 
J. Lee, William Williamson, J. G. Jenkins, and Foster, United States consul, were 
present. Mr. Foster then stated that he had decided on seizing the Peerless for the 
violation of the neutrality laws of the United States, and that he had some letters to 
write first, and as soon as he finished he would go on board. Said Foster then asked 
deponent if he would accent the post of United States marshal to take charge of the 
vessel, see her moored safely and secure in the small harbor abreast of the consulate. 
Deponent accepted , stating ^' After you have possession." Said Foster then stated that he 
must write to Mr. Hamilton, the pilot of the port, to take the vessel over into the small 
harbor and moor her; also, that he must v«rite a letter to the three gentlemen appoint- 
ing them a commission to take an inventory of what was on board, and that he must 
also write a letter to Captain Stevens, of the English man-of-war Barracouta, for his 
assistance in case there is any resistance made when he boarded the Peerless. These 
letters were written and read in the presence of deponent and the others above stated 
who composed the meeting, which then adjourned, and as we were leaving the con- 
sulate said Foster stated that he should go on board the Peerless immediately, and 
when he had possession of the vessel he would hoist the American flag at the maintop- 
mast head as a signal for Mr. Hamilton and deponent to go on board and move the ves- 
sel into the small harbor. Foster then said, '* I wish you (meaning deponent) would 
go on board with me." Deponent declined, and stated that he would be ready to go on 
board in Mr. Hamilton's boat when he saw the American flag up. 

The schooner-yacht Peerless was seized by S. S. Foster, the United States consul, on 
the 17th day of December, 1875, at about 8 o'clock a. m. Captain Lee came to depo- 
nent's house about 10 minutes past 8 o'clock, and informed deponent that Mr. Foster 
was on board the Peerless, and that the flag was up. Deponent then went on board 
with Mr. Hamilton and eight Samoaus, who had been engaged by Mr. Hamilton. On 
going on board deponent found Mr. Foster, the cook, a Chinaman, and one sailor, a 
Russian Finn, known as John the Sailor, who both belonged to the Peerless. In accord- 
ance with the orders of the United States consul, the Peerless was moved immediately 
from the large harbor to the small one in front of the Uniied States consulate, and 
was there moored. About an hour afterwards the commission, composed of J. E. V. 
Alvord, William Williamson, and J. Lee, came on board and took an inventory of what 
was there. Shortly after the arrival of deponent and Mr. Hamilton — the pilot — on 
board, Foster went on shore in his boat, and deponent inquired of him as he was leav- 
ing, "What is to be done if armed boats with Samoan people are sent from the point?" 
that is Mnlinuu Point, the seat of government, to recapture the vessel. Said Foster 
replied that he would again write to Captain Stevens, of the English man-of-war, when 
he arrived on shore, in regard to the matter. Between 10 and 11 o'clock on the day of 
the seizure, viz, the 17th day of December, 1875, a boat from the English man-of-war 
Barracouta visited the Peerless, with a boat's crew and two oflicers ; one, deponent is 
informed and verily believes, was the first lieutenant; they, the otficers, were both in 
uniform, with their swords at their sides. The first lieutenant and the other officer 
came on board. The first lieutenant inquired of deponent for the United States mar- 
shal; deponent replied, "I am that person." He inquired, "What do you apprehend 
from the point yonder?" meaning Muliuuu Point, the seat of government ; deponent 
replied, he did not apprehend anything, but that the people on the point might pos- 
sibly attempt to recapture the vessel, as they had plenty of boats and arms. He 
then inquired, " What signal can you make, so that we may know from our ship 
that boats are coming?" Deponent replied, ho would hoist the flag at half must. 
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The first lientenant then stated, " Very good ; that will do for the day>time. Now 
what signal can yon make at ni^^htf " Deponent replied, *^A lantern in the rigging; I 
think there is one on board." They then departed for their ship. At 1 o'clock, the ves- 
sel being moored, I commenced to have the sails nnbent and sent on shore to the con- 
salatOy also the gaffs, booms, and a boat-load or two of cabin furniture. Deponent 
also sent a verbal message by Mr. Alvord, to the United States consul, relative to the 
crew, to the effect that when a vessel is seized the crew's time expires. The crew were 
sent ashore with the exception of one man, known as Bill, who was kept on board to 
take care of the vessel. Deponent went on shore in the afternoon, at fifteen minutes 
to 3 o'clock, to have an interview with Consul Foster in reference to the lower masts, 
and explained to him the absurdity of taking the lower masts out of the yacht. He 
replied it was Captain Stevens's (of the British man-of-war) own proposition, as he had 
stated that he wanted a band in the seizure of the Peerless ; ''but if you say (meaning 
deponent) it is unnecessary to take the masts out, I will write to the British consul to 
speak to Captain Stevens to let them stand." Depouent replied, ''That will do," and re- 
turned to the yacht immediately. On my reaching the yacht I found the British man- 
of-war's boat alongside and the deck full of men from the man-of-war, under command 
of one of the officers ; it was then about 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; they were engaged 
in taking the brass pivot-gnn adrift that was on the deck forward of the cabin-house. 
They also entered the cabin and took ammunition and twelve carbines that were there, 
and some few valuable things, and pat all into their boat and took them on shore to 
the United States consul. At 5 o'clock p. m. deponent went ashore and stopped at the 
American consulate on his way home. Consul Foster requested deponent to come 
again the next day, the 18th day of December, and remove the balance of the things 
that were on board on the morning of the IHth. Deponent repaired on board with Mr. 
Hamilton, the pilot, in his boat, as he was going to moor the yacht mure securely than 
he did the day before. On reaching the vessel the sailor-man Bill, who had been leilb 
in charge, informed deponent that the Barraconta's boat had been alongside twice 
during the night, once at 9 o'clock and again at 11, and left a signal-light to fire in case 
anything was attempted from the shore to retake the vessel during the night. At 10 
o'clock a. m. a boat from the man-of-war came alongside of the yacht Peerless and left 
one petty officer and three sailors on board, and without saying anything to deponent 
they went to work and unshipped the rudder, which is an iron one ; it was an hour 
and a half before they succeeded in getting it clear of the vessel. Deponent completed 
the landing of the furniture, cooking-utensils, running-gear, &c., and left the yacht at 
3 o'clock p. m., and reported to the consul that all the things were on shore and the 
vessel securely moored ; and deponent's services being ended, deponent would go home. 
The consul replied '* Very good." Depouent then returned home. 

Deponent farther swears that, early on the morning of the 20th of December, boatis 
and men were sent from the British ship of war Barracouta to the Peerless, who un- 
moored her and towed her alongside of the man-of-war, where she was dismantled of 
her foremast and fore and main topmast, leaving the mainmast only standing, and 
the jib-boom, on the vessel; the foremast, fore and main topmasts were taken to the 
United States consulate afterward by the man-of-war's men and left there ; the Peer- 
less was then towed back to her moorings in the small harbor. 

Deponent further swears that the schooner-yacht Peerless was never, to his knowl- 
edge, osed to threaten, coerce, or to attempt to coerce, the natives of Samoa in any 
way, shape, or form. 

JONAS M. COE. 

Sworn to before me this 5th day of January, 1876, at Matautn, in Apia, island of 
Upola, Samoa. 

PATIOLE, 
Governor of the TuamtMoga DUtrioty Upolu, 



[InolosoreC 9.] 

Affidavit of Jonas M, Coe. 

Jonas M. Coe, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he resides in Samoa, and is 
the same Jonas M. Coe that made an affidavit dated January 5^ 1876 ; that on the Slst 
day of December, 1875, one W. M. Williamson, an American citizen, called on deponent 
and stated that Dr. G. A. Turner, the English missionary referred to in deponent's affidavit 
of 5th January, had suggested to him the propriety of calling a meeting of the Ameri- 
can citizens residing in and abont Apia, island of Upolu, in reference to any grievances 
they might have against A. B. Steinberger, and upon their signing a petition and send- 
ing it to the United States consul, Foster, said Foster would apply to the captain of 
the English man-of-war Barracouta to take said Steinberger away from Samoa, the 
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captain of said man-of-war Laving agreed so to do. Deponent stated that he as an 
American citizen wonld have nothing to do with any such meeting, and "would not 
sign any paper requesting an English man-of-war to remove any American citizen 
from these islands. 

Deponent further swears that on the 22d day of Decemher^ 1875, he was at the 
Ameri<»n consulate, when Mr. Dean, an Englishman, residing at Matafele, in Apia, 
called on Mr. Foster, and stated in the presence and hearing of deponent, '' Mr. Foster, 
it is no use ; I have been all around the beat, to every one, and cannot get a signnture. 
I would now suggest a public meeting of the foreigners, and let each one speak for 
himself in public.^ Mr. Foster replied, " Tes ; I think so too.'' After Mr. Dean left the 
consulate, deponent inquired of Mr. Foster what was the meaning of said Dean's re- 
marks. Foster replied that Dean had been endeavoring to get the British residents to 
sign a petition for the removal of Steinberger from Samoa, and had not succeeded. De- 
ponent then stated to said Foster, '' I now give you notice that I shall not attend any 
such meeting ; that I do not approve of it, and that no American citizen can be ban- 
ished from this place except through the local authorities here. A United States con- 
sul exceeds his position when he undertakes to banish a United Soates citizen from 
any foreign country without the approval of the local authorities of the coautry he 
resides in." 

Deponent further swears that a meeting of the American citizens was called, and 
that deponent was invited to attend, but did not. Deponent was informed by J. £. V. 
Alvord, who attended the meeting referred to, that it was impossible to get any of the 
Americans to sign a paper ; that the Americans bad already done their part, and it vad 
now time for the British residents to do something. 

JONAS M. COE. 

Sworn to before me, this 7th day of January, 1876, at Mulinnu, Upolu. 

LE MAMEA, 

Judge at Mulinuu. 



riaoloBure G 10. | 

Aoloan trial. 

The Government 
The PkopiI''of Aoloan.^ " miedemeauor. and revolt. 



f Upon certain charges of four counts, viz: Murder, araon, 



Chief-jttstioe. — A. B. Steinberger. 

English secretary and clerk of court, — George F, Waters. 

Government secretary and clerk of court, — Lilo. 

Clerk of court of Leone,— John Hunkin. 

Sheriff, — Samuel Gibbons. 

Government interpreter, — John Anil. 

Jury, — Le Mana, Aufai, Thomas Meredith, Manlolo, Su, Anae, Tapai, Aino, Sansau, 
Olo, Fanval, Aularvae, Alo, Satele, Lieato, Letuli, Manga, Mathew Hunkin, late Amer- 
ican vice-consul. 

Court opened by the judge. 

ADDRESS TO THE JURY. 

This is a grave and solemn occasion for Samoa. In conducting a trial of this kind, 
every attribute of fairness, every element of justice, must be considered. The customs 
and habits of the Samoans and their Usages for time immemorial will be considered. 
You cannot be just in a case of this kind unless you consider that the people have not 
been accustomed to law. I apprehend that to go further, I will consider their castoms 
and usages much more than they themselves would. 

The charges as preferred will be governed according to the evidence given and the 
testimony elicited. The charges are murder, arson, misdemeanor, and revolt or rebel- 
lion. 

Had this been a case of murder, simple murder, where one man in cold blood pre- 
meditatedly killed another, the law would take cognizance of it. The government 
takes cognizance of this particular case, as it is against the laws of the land and the 
well-being of the people. There is a distinction between a man in cold blood killing 
another, and a village in the heat of strife committing murder by killing the inhab- 
itants. 

In this trial your duty is to find any and every provocation for the killing. YoQ 
cannot be just and give a decision on ex-parte statement. The object of this court is 
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to bear both sides, to weigh all the evideDce which may come up before it. Yon are 
here to do year daty to the goverument and to the people. You must forget that 
there is an Aoloan and an Asu. You must be governed solely by the evidence as 
brought before you. The result of this trial will have great weight and importance 
throughout all Samoa. The old barbarous custom of blood for blood you must disabuse 
your minds of entirely ; no condemnation, no punishment can be meted out without an 
inyestigation. This is a complicated case and one of great importance to the entire 
country. Strife mitigates the offense, and perhaps mcxtifies the degree of sentence. 
This, the first grave offense against law and the people, demands a rigid investigation. 
Other elements enter into the case besides the killing, which is only one of the four 
charges made. The barbarity attending the manner it has been done will have to be 
developed by evidence. 

Examination ofJanies Sharp j (colored.) 

James Sharp called, sworn, and testified : 

Question. What is your name T — ^Answer. Timmi. 

Q. What is your English name Y — A. James Sharp. 

Q. Are you a Christian T — A. I am, sir. 

Q. Do you understand the nature of an oath ? — A. I do, sir. 

He was duly sworn. 

Q. Where are you from f — A, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Q. How long have you been in this country ? — A. Three y^ars. 

Q. How did you get here T — A. I came out as steward of the bark Headly, from New 
Bedford, bound to New Zealaud. 

Q. How did you get here from New Zealaud ? — ^A. I came to trade. 

Q. How came you to leave the ship f — A. Bad captain, sir. 

Q. Did you swim ashore ? — A. No, sir ; I went ashore at Aoloan to trade, and ran 
away. 

Q. When you got to Aoloan did you immediately adopt the customs and habits of 
the natives T — A. I did. 

Q. Did you ever go to school at home T — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you read and write? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Were your parents colored people T — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Were they Americans ?-— A. Yes. 

Q. Were they born in New England ? — ^A. No, sir ; my father was an English darkey, 
and my mother was from New Bedford. 

Q. Did you ever go to church 1 — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Did your father and mother go to church 1 — ^A. Yes. 

Q. You were raised in New Bedford T — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Did you know the laws of New Bedford T — A. Yes. 

Q. What was done to a man who committed murder f — A. He was hung. 

Q. Do you know what arson is ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What is done to people who burn houses in New Bedford T — A. I don't know. 

A. B. S. I will tell you, sir. It is imprisonment for twenty years. 

Q. When a man steals in New Bedford, what is done to him T — ^A. He is imprisoned. 

Q. When people are riotous and band together in committing outrages in New Bed- 
ford, are they punished T — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If forty or fifty men iu New Bedford should band together, arm themselves, and 
commit murder, &c., would they be hunted down t — A. Yes. 

Q. Would you dare to belong to such a band at home f — A. No, sir. 

Q. You know it is wrong, against law, do you not T — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Don't you know it is against all morality and the Bible f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you started on the attack did Fuiamono attempt to keep back the party T 
— A. No, sir. 

Q. Could he have kept them back if he had wanted to T — A. I don't know. 

Q. At what time did you get into the village Y — ^A. About noon. 

Q. What kind of a gun had you f — ^A. A double-barreled one. 

Q. What load did you have in it T — A. Powder only, sir. 

Q. What did you go for t — A. I went because the other natives went. 

Q. Where did you get the balls T — ^A. I had them with me, but not in the gun. 

Q. Did you losid your gun in the town or before f — A. I did not load it at all. 

Q. How many houses did you fire t — ^A. None, sir. 

Q. Were you dressed like the natives t — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was the first man you said killed Utaga f — ^A. I did not say, sir. 

Q. Who did shoot him f — ^A. Paulo and Fuga. 

Q. Did you see any one cut his head off? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How near were you to the house when Migosi was killed T — ^A. I don't know the 
house. 

Q. Do you know how many shots were fired f — ^A. I can't tell. 
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Q. Did you have a firebrand T— A. No. 

Q. Why did yon tell the Aoloan people that yoa were sorry you did not kill some 
one ? — A. I did not say so. 

Q. Do you know the name of the big-legged man at whom you shot f — A. No. 

Q. How far was he off? — A. I don't know. 

Q. What kind of a gun had the big-legged man ? — A. I oould not tell. 

Q. Because the big-legged man tired at an Aoloan man, is that why you fired at 
him t — A. I never fired at nim. 

Q. Where were you when Tuailepapa was killed? — A. I don't know anything 
about it. 

Q. Where were you when Sate was killed f — A. I don't know anything about it. 

Q. When you got back to Aoloan from the first attack did Fuiamouo want yon to 
return T — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you went back the second time for an attack what did you load your gan 
with f — A. It was loaded as before. 

Q. What did you go for f^A. I had no idea of doing anything. 

Q. Did you know the crime of going with such a party f — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear Fuiamouo say to go and kill all the people t — A, No, 

Q. Well, after they returned from the first attack why did they go back for the sec- 
ond time ? — ^A. I don't know. 

Q. Why did you go ; to kill some natives f — A. No, sir. 

Q. You knew the natives were going to kill and destroy f -^-A. No, sir ; I did not. 

s 

CHARGE TO THE JURY. 

Gentlemen of the jury : You have all listened to the evidence in this case. There are 
many features in the case which make the killing worse than murder. There are also 
other features which palliate the circumstances very much indeed. If one of these six 
men who are arraigned before the court had killed a man with malice aforethought 
and with murder in his heart, you would have been compelled to hang him ; but tnis 
killing was done in hot blood upon a '^ war party" under the consequent excitemeut, 
and therefore a distinction must be made in the killing. The gravity of the crime and 
its enormity is not so much against an individual as against an entire village and its 
representative head or chief. Aoloan is comparatively a rich and powerful village, 
while Asu is as comparatively a poor and weak one. We see the Asu people attendiog 
this trial — a few half-clothed, ill-fed outcasts turned loose upon the charity of the rest 
of Tatnila, homeless and scattered — now for the time being crowded around yonder 
tree. What a contrast to the people of Aoloan, who parade themselves before 5011 
richly dressed and with that air of arrogance evincing the fact that they gloried in the 
killing and consequent spoliation. 

A committee was appointed to inquire into the amount of damage done and the 
losses sustained by the Asu people, and, having their report before me, I confess to a 
genuine surprise at finding the modest amount put down as the sum total of the de- 
struction of this village. 

The whole amount is |(1,305.64. This amount, however, does not include the valae 
of the Catholic church, to be rebuilt, as the holy fathers do not make any charge for 
this building, the natives having erected it free of cost. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to find no trace of that animosity which in more civil- 
ized communities — calling themselves Christians— would undoubtedly have been de- 
veloped. 

In rendering your verdict, the knowledge of their homeless condition, knowing that 
they have lost their all, must suggest to you the consequential damages they have suf- 
fered since the outrage. 

Neither timidity nor a false sense of mercy must you allow to decide you. Wlthont 
fear or favor, looking only to the duty you owe to yourselves, your government, and 
your countrymen must yon be decided by, according to the guidance of the testiinouy 
and evidence adduced. I am well aware of the peculiar position in which yoa tiad 
yourselves, with a government just started, bnt which has made immense strides, 
more, I doubt not, in the way of progress than any other nation laboring under greater 
difficulties. 

No one can take delight in inflicting punishment — humanity shrinks from suffering— 
but your duty to yourselves and your children demands justice. As we shrink from 
seeing bodily misery and snfi'ering, and fain would not inflict punishment, so mast we 
consider as an outrage the butchery attending the killing by the Aoloan people, the 
total neglect of all sentiments of humanity. 

It is quite true that the Asu people planned an attack and determined to make war 
upon Aoloan, but they sent a notification of the fact, and afterward declared peace— 
rennnciated their designs on Aoloan for revenge, and took themselves quietly home. 
The testimony of all the Aoloan people proves the receipt of the Asu message of peace. 
This is but a recapitulation of the evidence as we have it before us. 
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The trouble at Sica about the ground thereabout belonging to Aoloan or Asu as a 
fishiiig-groun(i]was insignificant, and by no means a provocation for the deadly as- 
sault on Asu. An assault made without the customary notification of war, made at 
a time when all the able-bodied would Jikely be oft' in the bush engaged in their ac- 
customed duties. I would here call your attention, in support of the above, to the 
testimony of one of the most intelligent witnesses, (Tualivali,) which proved clearly 
that Aoloan never sent nor intended to send any message (of war) to the people of Asu. 
It is also clearly proved, from the evidence, that the women of Aoloan decidedly 
whipped the boys of Asu and drove them away from the fishing-ground at Sica, and 
the old man testified that the women came down on them (the boys) like a war-party. 
This occurrence, however, is not worth your attention. 

The next scene in this tragic drama is the covert assault, followed by murder and 
pillage, and the burning of the town. Not satisfied with this attack, with blood and 
rapine, they planned, carried out, and executed another attack on Asu immediately 
after, within a few hours. This gave them time to cool their blood and lose the bar- 
barons and cruel, possibly excited by the onslaught. But no; they returned to their 
fiendish work a second time, and even would have gone again the third time, but were 
prevented by the people of Fagasa. Hence in no event can this be an excpse for the 
second attack, even though they claimed that they were at war with Asu. Consider 
welly in summing up the testimony, the character and standing of the witnesses brought 
before you. To arrive at this summing up, the entire evidence shows clearly that the 
Asa chiefs had the disposition to avoid trouble and constantly warned the people so to 
act as to prevent all ill feeling. If Lualeraana was not very clear or accurate, you must 
consider the natural trepidation with which the surroundings of a court imbued him, and 
also remember that he knew not whether he himself should be declared by this court 
a criminal or not. Upon the other hand, the action and bearing of Fuiamono con- 
Teyed plainly the fact that it was in his heart to root out the Asu people. Malimailima, 
one of his chiefs, evidently gloried in the part he took in this massacre. He also clearly 
testified that had Fuiamono exerted his authority he coald have prevented his people 
from making the first attack, and in case his authority even had have been unavailing, 
he had plenty of time to have sent to Leone, to Manga at Pago Pago, or to Fagasa for 
help. The whole testimony shows conclusively that he had the time, and he should 
have sent messengers to the different points whether he received help or not. After 
the first attack, he told his people not to go back in such a way that they might disre- 
gard his authority or understand to the contrary. 

The Aoloan witnesses testify that the^ are Christians. They then must know what 
is unlawful against God and man. Fuiamono certainly knew what the law was ; he 
wa« at the meeting in Leone, and himself suggested the four principal laws. The 
testimony is also clear and conclusive that at a jubilee Fuiamono made many parables 
to embellish his opinions and desires that the Asu people should be put out of exist- 
ence, wiped oft' the face of the earth. 

Loalemana controlled his people. Other chiefs control their people. How is it that 
in this alone Fuiamono was unable to control his people. His testimony throughout 
was loose and rambling, with a disposition to shield himself, even at the sacrifice of 
his own people. These poor prisoners brought in here this morning, on the contrary, 
tried to defend him. They have listened to legends of their ancestors and to tales of 
blood which stirred their passions into the taking of human life, though this palliates 
what they have done. Every chief who knows me in Samoa knows that I wish to up- 
hold their chieftainships and their family names in order to solidify the government of 
Samoa. With this fact in view, it then becomes imperative that the heaviest censure 
ajid punishment should fall upon the most responsible and, therefore, the most guilty. 
Still your duty is to deal with him simply as a prisoner in the case, not as the chief of 
Aoloan, though you, gentlemen of Xhe jury, as chiefs yourselves, will know how best 
to uphold a chieftain's dignity and what punishment to mete out to this man, I be- 
lieve the worst criminal in Aoloan. I do not know what your finding will be, of 
course, but whatsoever it be, I hope you will add to it confiscation of all his propeity 
and expatriation. I mean by that that he should be broken from his chieftainship, and 
forever debarred firom again becoming one, or that he should ever hold a position in 
the gift of this government. 

We are saved a great deal of unnecessary trouble by the confession of the criminals 
themselves, and it prevents any debate on the subject. 

I want to say a word now about James Sharp. He was born and raised in my coun- 
try and received his education there. In one part of th^ United States these colored 
people were once slaves, in another they were free. There came a war, in which a 
million of men and nearly thirty millions of money were expended, and all became 
free. But this James Sharp lived, was born and bred in the North, where all were free 
and protected under the law. He has only been among you about three years ; not long 
enough to forget. He knows that in America he would have been hung at once, even 
th(^ugb he bad killed no one. Well does he know this. Yon have before yon all the 



62 AOENOY OF A. B. STEINBERGKR IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

evidence in his case. I forbear to comment upon it, bat leave it for yonr deliberation 
and decision to judge of his complicity and gailt. 

These people are all responsible to society and the government for the part they have 
taken in tbis matter. 

It is clear from the evidence that Migosi was killed by accident ; certainly there 
appears to have been no disposition to kill her. 

There are different degrees of crime and different responsibilities in each particalar 
case. 

James Sharp is gtiilty if he fired off bisgnn, and the evidence says he did ; anyhovr, 
we know he was one of the party* with intent to mnrder in his heart. 

The killing of Tuailepapa presents again a different phase. He had arms, whieh he 
had fired in the strife. He was shot by Tagaleoa under the orders of his father, Le 
Fotn. and then, acting under his father's orders still, he dispatched him with an ax, 
nothwithstanding Tuailepapa begged for mercy and asked for his life, telling theoi 
he was a Manua man. Le Fotu, though he did not do the killing actually, is equally 
guilty of murder under the extenuation of its being done in the heat of strife. 

All such distinctions you must make. 

In rendering yonr verdict, I leave it to you to make restitution to the Asu people. 
Every restitution should be made them, and the Catholic church should be restored 
all its lost vestments, and this as soon as possible, and I want to think that you will 
make it so severe for the Aoloan people that it will take them many years to make 
good their fiendish destruction and the desolation committed on these poor people. 

Gentlemen of the jury, the case is now in your hands. 

Jury returned after a deliberation of four hours, and through their foreman, Mathew 
Hunkin, informed the court that they had agreed upon a verdict. 

JuDGc:. Mr. Foreman, give the decision of the jury. 

Foreman. We find Fuiamono, chief of Aoloan, guilty of aiding and abetting man- 
slaughter and in arson in the second degree. 

We find Paulo guilty of manslaughter. 

We find Fuga guilty of aiding and abetting manslaughter. 

We find Pansea guilty of manslaughter. 

We find Ituala guilty of aiding and abetting manslaughter. a 

We find Le Fotu and Tagaloa guilty of manslaughter, but leave it to the discretion \ 

of the judge. 

We find Atualevao, Malumaleumu, Alaia, Leituasina, Tagaleoa, Martiatalia ^nilty 
of aiding and abetting manslaughter and arson, and leave them to the discretion of 
the judge. 

We do not know who shot Migosi. 

We find James Sharp guilty of aiding and abetting mnrder and arson. 

Our decision as to the property destroyed is that houses shall be taken to replace 
houses, and guns to replace ^uns, and thus in everything, as far as can be, the balance 
to be made np and paid for in money or its equivalent. Xhe appointment of receivers 
and other officers to be left to the discretion of the judge. 

We decide also that all property belonging to the people of Asu now in the hands of 
the people of Aoloan, guns and other material in the hands of the authorities of 
Leone, bo placed in the hands of a receiver for final disposition. 

SENTBNCBS. 

Fuiamono. — A prisoner at Mulinuu for two years. Expatriation and chieftainship 
broken forever. The conduct of yourself and your people alone can give hope of 
clemency from the King. 

Atualevao, Malumaleumu, Alaia, Leituasina, Tagaleoa, and Matiatalia.— 
Expatriated and chieftainship broken, prisoners on parole at Tutuila for two years, 
under the orders of the government of Tutuila and the committee and receivers ap- 
pointed in the rebuilding of Asu, &c., &c. Good behavior will alone gain clemency. 

Paulo. — Prisoner in chain-gang at Mulinuu for five years. 

Fuga. — Prisoner in chain-gang at Mulinuu for two years. 

Pansea. — Prisoner in chain-gang at Mulinuu for five years. 

Ituala. — Prisoner in chain-gang at Mulinuu for two years. 

Le Fotu.— One year hard labor in Leone. 

Tagaleoa. — One year hard labor in chain-gang at Mulinuu. 

James Sharp. — Five years in chain-gang at Mulinuu. 

The Catholic chapel must be the first house replaced under the direction of the re- 
ceiver. 

Guns, mats, &c., to be placed in the hands of the receiver for the benefit of Asa. 

Aoloan guns at Leone to be held for good behavior. 

John Hankin, Satele, Taitale, Aloand Manga as committee of receivers. 

Instructions issued for their guidance, &c., &c. 
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[iDclosnre G 11.] 
Mr. Foster to the Taimua. 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, December 15, 1875. 
To their excellepcies the Taimua, 

Of the Samoan Government: 

I requested your excellencies this morning to allow the American prisoner named 
Sharp to come to the consulate at 10 o'clock, as he wished to see me. I again request 
he be allowed to come to the consulate to-morrow morning, December 16, at 10 
o'clock. 
May your excellencies live. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 



[loclosnre C 12.1 
Colonel Steinherger. to Mr.. Foster. 

Government House, 

MuUnuuj December 16, 1875. 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul : 

Sir : Evidently some mistake upon the part of your messenger. The honorabl® 
Taimua has not received a previous communication from you the 15th, a. m. 

James Sharp, colored, of New Bedford, State of Massachusetts, convicted by a high 
court in Tutuila, and now a prisoner, will, in accordance with your request, be sent to 
you under guard at 10 o'clock a. m., December 16, 1875. Investigation to4)e in the 
presence of a Samoan officer, informal and courteous, for ioformation of the United 
States consul. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

STEINBERGER. 

Fremier. 



[iBclosnre C 13.] 
Mr. Foster to Colonel Steinherger. 

' United States Consulate, 

Apia^ December 16, 1875. 

Col. A. B. STEINBERGER, 

Fremier of the Samoan Kingdom : 

Sir : Having taken the affidavit of James Sharp (prisoner) in regard to his acts, 
trial, and condemnation at Tutuila, and viewing the whole proceedings as illegal and 
unjust, I have ordered the man set at liberty, and have placed him under the protection 
of the American flag, and there he will remain until my correspondence with the United 
States Government shall be answered and fully informed what other steps to take iu 
the matter. 

I also hold the Samoan Kingdom at Mulinuu responsible in damages for his illegal 
condemnation and false imprisonment. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Con»uh 



[Inolosure C 14.j 
Manifesto from the King of Samoa to Mr. Foster. 

Kino's Palace, December 16, 1875. 

I, Maltetoa I, by the grace of God King of Samao, to the Hon. S. S. Foster, United 

States consul, greeting : 

Whereas you have^ in the name of the United States of America, and as an accred- 
ited officer of said nation, taken from the legal officers of the law the person of one 
James Sharp (colored) and set him at liberty, claiming to be an American citizen ; and 
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whereas the said Sharp is a convicted felon, sentenced by a high mixed court, and the 
records open to inspection ; and whereas the said Sharp was fairly put upon his trial, 
and by virtue of evidence adduced the said Sharp was found guilty of aiding and 
abetting murder and arson with arms in his bauds: 

Now, therefore, I, Malietoa I, King of Samoa, do now demand that you surrender the 
said prisoner to our officers, and consider yourself as held in damages to my people 
and our nation for the harboring a convicted felon. 



[InolosareC 15.] 

Mr, FosUr to the King of Samoa, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia^ December 18, 1875. 
To His Majesty Malietoa, 

King of Samoa : 

In Your Majesty's communicabion to me of December 17 you demand James Sharp, 
an American citizen, to be returned to you as your prisoner. This man was not tried 
in accordance with the usual custom, a mixed court; the American consul was not 
consulted or even notified of the fact. 

Your Msgesty must be aware that your government has not been recognized by the 
United States; that you have no treaty detiniug your. powers over American citizens. 
Until I am officially informed that you are recognized by my Government and year 
power defined, I shall adhere to usual custom in Samoa — a mixed court, half oi the 
jury, at least, white men, and in presence of the American consul. 
James Sharp remains under the protection of the American fiag. 
I hjikve the honor to be, Your Majesty's obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul, 



[Inclosure C 16.] 

Demand of the King of Samoa for the surrender of the arms, ^c, taken from the yacht Pesr- 

l€88 in the port of Apia, 

I, Malietoa, by the grace of God Xing of Samoa, greeting, to S. S. Foster, United States 

consul : 

I demand the immediate sarrender and delivery to my officers at Mulinuu the arms 
and ammunition seized and taken from the yacht Peerless in the port of Apia, for which 
I will return proofs of ownership. 

Done at the King's palace, this 21st day of Deoember, 1875. 



[Inclosure C 17.] 

Mr. Steinherger to Mr, Foster, 

Mulinuu, January 3, 1876. 
Hon. S. S. Foster, 

United States Cofisul : 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose you copies of receipts from Mare Island navy-yard, 
and copy^ of letter from honorable Secretary of the Navy, (certified copies and dupli- 
cates in my possession.) 

I protest, against your taking chronometer from Captain Seibert, left with him by 
Capt. George Hamilton ; and I furthermore demand that you return to me the quadrant 
taken from the yacht Peerless. Neither of these instruments belonged to the equip- 
mebt of the said yacht. 

I have the honor to be, yours, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Commissioner. 
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[Inclosare C 18.] 

Mr, Filter to Mr, Steinberger, 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, January 4, 1876. - 
Col. A. B. Stbinbbrger: 

Sir : I acknowledge the receipt of yonr dispatch of the 3d iiistaut, containing two 
iock)sures, the contents of which have been duly noted and placed on record. 

If I have seized any property belonging to the United States Government it will be 
preserved for that Government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 



[Inclosare C 18^.1 

Mr, Ford to Mr, Steinherger, 

San Franciscjo, February 27, 1875. . 
Col. A. B. Steinberger : 

Dear Sir : As yon will have been informed by Messrs. Goddefroy & Sillem, I have 
advanced upon the schooner Peerless the sum of $8,500, gold coin, and the vessel has 
been registered in my name, to secnre the payment of this amount.- I also hold poli- 
cies of insurance on the vessel for (9,000, payable to me in case of loss. 

In return I now hand yon my undertaking to reconvey the vessel to. yoa or yonr 
assigns upon repayment to me or my assigns of the $8,500, and I beg to state that I 
send to Mr. Alfred L. Poppe, Apia, my power of attorney to act for me in the matter. 

It will be agreeable to me to have the transaction closed as early as possible, so that 
the register of the vessel can be transferred to some other party. 
Yoars; respectfully, 

JEEOME B. FORD. 



[iDClosnre G 19.] 

Agreement between Jerome B. Ford and A, B, Steinberger, 

This agreement, made at the city and county of San Francisco, State of California, 
this 27th day of February, A. D. 1875, between Jerome B. Ford and A. B. Steinberger, 
witnesseth : 

Whereas the said Ford has this day advanced to the said Steinberger, by way of 
loan, the sum of eight thousand five hundred dollars ($8,500) gold coin, to enable the 
said Steinberger to purchase the schooner Peerless, now in the harbor of San Fran- 
cisco ; and whereas to secure the repayment of said sum said Steinberger has this 
day caused said vessel, to wit, the schooner Peerless, to be conveyed to and registered 
in the name of said Ford, as appears by register No. 59, issued this day, at the port of 
San Francisco aforesaid : 

Now, therefore, the said Ford promises and agrees to and with the said Steinberger 
to reconvey the said vessel to him or his assigns, at any time within one year from the 
date hereof, upon the repayment of said Ford by said "^Steiuberger of said eight thou- 
sand five hundred dollars ($8,500) gold coin. 

Witness the hand and seal of said Ford the day and year first above mentioned. 

JEROME B. FORD. [l. s.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
James L. King. 

State op California, 

City and County of San FrandscOj se : 

. On the 1st day of March, 1875, before me, James L. King, a notary public in and for 
said county, residing therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared Jer- 
ome B. Ford, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the annexed 
instrument, and who acknowledged to me that he executed the same. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed ray official seal, at my 
office in the city and county of San Francisco, the day and year last above written. 
[L. s.] JAMES L. KING, 

Notary Fublic. 

H. Ex.44 5 
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[Inclosare D 1.] 

ULY68E8 S. Grakt, President of tbe United States of America, to their Highnesses the 

Taiinna and Pale, or principal chiefs, of Samoa : 

Great and Good Friends : 1 have received thron^^h Col. A. B. Steinherger, whom 
I sent to yonr islands as a special agent of the United States, the interesting letter of 
the 3d of October, 1873, which you were pleased to address to me. I am gratified to 
learn from that commnnication that peace prevails in your country. This is among 
the greatest blessings vouchsafed to nations, and I hope that your enjoyment of it may 
^e without interruption. You also inform me that the Sanioan government had 
adopted a flag. This is an interesting event in your history. My prayer is that as it 
is an emblem of your unity and independence, these may ever remain inviolable except 
by the general consent uf your people. 

Your course generally as reported to me by Colonel Steiuberger deserves my cordial 
approval and encouragement, which I offer yon. I trust that you will persevere in 
well doing. Although the chief city of the United States whence I am writing to yon 
is far from yonr islands, being near the coast of the Atlantic Ocean, our territory ex- 
tends to the shores of the other ocean in which your islands lie, at not much greater 
distance from San Francisco thaq is the city of Washington, which is our capital. 
Being, then, much nearer to us than to any European nation, on this account alone 
it would be natural, were there no other reasons, that we shonld take a lively interest 
in your welfare and m all that concerns you. 

The staff, the fly-flap, and the sacred mat, which you intrusted to Colonel Stein- 
berger, were safely delivered by him, and were received by me in the spirit with which 
they were offered. You may be assured that I am duly sensible of the significance of 
these gifts. 

Colonel Steinberger's course during his first mission has so far met my approval, and 
he seems to have made himself so acceptable to yon, that I have authorized him again 
to visit you for tbe purpose of informing me of the progress of yonr affairs since he 
left you. I pray you, therefore, to receive him kindly and to continue to him the good 
will which you showed on the former occasion. 

I pray God to have you in His safe and holy keeping. 

Written at Washington, this 11th day of December, 1874. 

U. S. GRANT. 

By the President : 
Hamilton Fi4H, 
Secretary of State. 



No. 9. 

Mr, JSteinberger to Mr. Fish. 

MuLiNUU, Island of Upolu, Samoa, January 10, 1876. 

Sm: I have the honor to inclose original " notice ''^ or counter-peti- 
tion. Among the signatures are all the Americans in Samoa, with the 
exception of seven, viz : S. S. Foster, United States consul ; Williamson, 
Lee, Hamilton, Jenkins, and two negroes, by name Johnson and Henry. 
In transmitting this paper, I beg to state that J. M. Goe and D. S. 
Parker have steadily adhered to the Samoan government and their 
Americanism proven by decided action. 
I have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa. 



NOTICE. 



We, the undersigned, desiring to express our approbation and thereby extend oar 
cordial support to the new Samoan government and its ^'premier," Col. A. B. Stein- 
berger, do cheerfully, and from a sense of duty and justice, attest the following to be 
our sentiments and opinions : 

Haying under the rule of the new Samoan goyemment experienced more of law and 
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order, peace and qnietnde, than ever before known in the history of the port of Apia ; 
knowing that the arrival of Colonel Steinberger in Samoa alone pat a stop to the then 
pending war, of itself an incalcnlable benefit to all; again, since Colonel Steinberger's 
acceptance of the *' premiership,'' and the establishment of the government, he has 
been the means of settling a serious disturbance in Tntuila, which threatened to in- 
volve the entire island in war. Indeed, without him Samoa would to-day be wanting 
a recognized, stable government. In the past no one accepted responsibility of action ; 
all was haphazard, or left to the decisions of two or three chiefs more daring than the 
rest, who put themselves forward, though powerless to' claim obedience or to enforce 
law and order. At present all know to whom they may address their complaints and 
to whom they may look for redress. 

Governors, judges, magistrates, sheriffs, police, and soldiers chosen by the people 
throughout the kingdom are the best evidences of the happy results of the new admin- 
istration. 

The public roads, so neglected in the past, have become a credit to the kingdom, 
communication between villages rendered easy, and the health of the community 
greatly improved. 

The Sabbath formerly was a day of drunkenness for many of the natives, especially 
at Apia; licentiousness, immorality, and debauchery were flaunted on the roads and 
in pnblic places. To this the *^ liquor law'* and the activity of the police have put an 
end. 

In reviewing the past, we find that the jealousies of the Samoan chiefs, when left to 
themselves, constantly inveigle them into quarrels and disturbances. As, for example,, 
the disturbance with Suatele, a Safata chief, which happened just before the arrival of 
the Barracouta. This was effectually settled by Colonel Steinberger, and peace and 
quietude happily re-established. 

Knowing that security to life and property and the rights of all domiciled residents 
can alone be judiciously guarded and protected by the administration of an even-handed 
justice supported by a liberal form of government; knowing that the jurisdiction of 
a nation within its own territory is necessarily exclusive and absolute, possessing the 
exclusive right to regulate persons and things according to its own sovereign willi 
and pnblic policy, and knowing that it would be obviously inconvenient and danger- 
ous, and would subject the laws to continual infraction and the Samoan government 
to degradation if domiciled lesidents did not owe- temporary and local allegiance, and 
were not amenable to the jurisdiction of the Samoan government ; therefore, 

We take great pleasure in signing the above, and request that a copy be presented 
to the first American man-of-war visiting ns, and that the original be sent to the United 
States. 
Jonas M. Coe, late United States commercial agent, and in that capacity ten years 

at Apia. 
Thomas Meredith, late United States vice commercial agent for the islands of Tn- 
tuila and Manua. 
George F. Waters, English secretary to the Samoan government, a native of Balti- 
more, Md. 
John H. B. Latrobe, Jr., major, commanding Samoan forces. 
Frank -Platt, of New York City, who has had opportunity during a visit of over three 

months of observing the administration of the government. 
D. S. Parker, late United States vice-consul for Samoa and Friendly Islands. 
Wm. H. Dunn, contractor and builder. 
Alexander Craig. 
Michael Lenahan. 
Alfred G. Smalley. 
Wm. B. Morris, three years resident of Samoa, formerly tobacconist and manufacturer 

cigars at Papnte, Tahiti. 
Mr. Charles W. Bird, engineer for firm of J. I. Godifroy & Co. 
John Johnson, his x mark. 
Geo. Bernard. 
John Hunkin. 
Charles Cook. 
A. H. Dodge, carpenter. 
John Rees. 
John Coleman. 
William Nelson. 
Peter Uleberq. 
Harry J. Moors. 
James Bourne. 
William Coe. 

WlLLLAM H. YaNDALL, 
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No, 10. 
Mr, Steinberger to the President, 

MuLiNUU, Samoa, January 23, 1S76. 

May I beg that Yoar Excellency will see all my dispatches and have 
them printed ! I wish to assare Your Excellency that all attempts from 
the United States cousnl and the English officers to reach yoar kindly 
letters to myself have failed. I mention this becanse I wish ever to pre- 
serve inviolate yonr confidence in myself. 

A weak nation — but it is as one now — prays for your recognition. 
This will protect them against 200 German and English traders, who 
have ruled them tbroagb the dread of a " man-of-war.'' 

The action of the Tuscarora and Captain Erben will live forever in 
tthe grateful remembrance of these people. 
I am, &e.j 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 

No. 11. 
Protest of King Malittoa* 

January 21, 1876. 

We hereby protest against yoar proclamation dated the 13th day of 
this month. We are now assembled in the council-house of the Samoaa 
government for the purpose of examining into and investigating this 
proceeding on your part, and the meaning of the different clauses of 
the said proclamation, and to make known our answer thereto. 

We wish to know, in the first place, what jurisdiction and authority 
of foreign powers we have interfered with and set aside, and what mal- 
practices we have committed in opposition to civilized laws, customs, 
and usage; we also desire to know what you mean by our having will- 
fully indorsed these wrong actions in the meetings held on the 24th, 
27tb, and 29th days of last month. In the presence of the parties men- 
tioned, as we are not aware of having committed any wrong act. 

We also desire to know whether you were appointed by your respect- 
ive governments to come to Samoa to make laws for our people, and 
compel them to obey such laws in preference to laws made by us, who 
have been appointed by the people to rule this realm, and to create laws 
for the proper government of all our islands. 

It has always been our desire, ever since the formation of our govern- 
ment, to give protection to all foreigners who reside in Samoa, and it 
has always been our desire for them to live in harmony with the Samoan 
people. 

1st. If a foreigner kills a Samoan in Samoa, or burns houses, or com- 
mits any crime, is it the custom of civilized nations not to arrest him 
until the consent of his consul can be obtained, and thereby give him 
an opportunity to escape ? 

2d. Is it the custom of civilized nations to permit foreigners to reside 
in their country and not obey their laws? 

3d. Has not the Samoan government the right to make its own laws, 
and to instruct its officers as to the arrest of prisoners and the use of 
irons? 

. 4th. The trial of Jim, the American, at Tutuila was a properly-conducted 
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trial. There were present at that trial wise men, who had formerly held 
positions as acting: vice-consuls of the United States, viz : Thomas Mer- 
edith, appointed by Mr. Coe, United States commercial agent, and Mat- 
thew Hankin, who was appointed by Mr. Foster. The prisoner was 
tried by a legally-constituted court and a jury of 18. The trial lasted 
several day;s, and the prisoner was convicted in accordance with the laws 
of civilized nations, as well as the law of our nation. 

5th. The government of our kingdom of Samoa is well established, and 
we have framed laws for the protection of all foreigners residing in our 
conntry. The custom of our government is to give all foreigners who 
have DO consul residing here the full benefit of the protection of our 
laws; and any such as have grievances, if they will make them known, 
we will investigate them and give justice accordingly. 

6th. We should like to know by what right you, the consuls of great 
nations, can take the responsibility of protecting the people of France 
who reside in our kingdom, and also those of Hawaii, which kingdom has 
recognized our government. 

7th. The consuls of great nations who have been appointed to reside 
with us must all understand their duties, and also the customs and 
usage of civilized nations, and should also be familiar with the laws of 
the nation to which they are accredited. 

8th. Our desire is that our government may be recognized by the great 
nations of the earth, and that they will extend their protection to us. 
His excellency Commodore Goodeuough, of the British ship of war The 
Pearl, recognized the authority of our government on the 10th day of 
November, 1873, as also havo many American officers and consuls of 
foreign powers in Samoa. Their names are recorded in the presence of 
the government, that thej' will uphold the laws of the Samoan gov- 
ernment, just as they do the laws of all other enlightened governments 
wherever the3' go and fiind law. Their number is much greater than 
those who support the present American consul. Know ye well that 
the design of this government is that all people in Samoa shall live 
peaceably, and that we will protect the people of all great nations, 
whether they have consuls here to represent their nations or not, and 
we will also protect their property. We have instructed all Samoans 
to commit no impropriety whatever, and not to violate any of the laws 
which have been promulgated by our government. 

Given under our hand and seil at Mulinuu, Upolu, this 21st day of 
January, 1876. 
1 am^ 

[L. S.] MALIETOA I, EEX. 



Ko. 12. 
Mr. Steinberger to Mr. Fish. 

Mulinuu, Samoa, January 24, 1876. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Frank Piatt, His Maj- 
esty's commissioner to the United States, has been detained ten days 
on an English merchant-vessel, and that the government have chartered 
a German schooner to convey the commissioner to Hawaii with dis- 
patches. Additional information will be conveyed by Mr. Piatt. 
I have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa. 
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[Inclosare.l 
Credentiali of Mr. Frank Piatt, 

To His ExcelleDcy the PresideDt of the United States of America, greeting: 

We have this day appointed Frank Piatt a special commissioner to the GovemmeDt 
of the United States, to present the present state of afifairs in our kingdom : and the 
said Frank Piatt is granted diplomatic powers, as well as being bearer of dispatches, 
to beg from Your Excellency peace, amity, friendship, aud the protection of your moral 
support as a great nation. 

Done at Mulinuu, Samoa, this 20th day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. 

MALIETOA I, BEX. 



No. 12. 
The Taimua to the President. 

[Translation.] 

Taimua House, Samoa, 

Mulinuuy February 24, 1876. 
To His Excellency U. S. Geant, 

President of the United States of America : 

YoUB Excellency : This is oar letter to inform yon of great trou- 
bles which have come on us since the departure of Mr. Piatt, bearer of 
dispatches from our government to the United States Government. 

These troubles which have come on our government and disturbing 
the peace of such is all caused by S. S. Foster, United States consul, 
and the English ship of war the Barracouta, and the foremost among 
them is the English missionaries. 

Tiiey have now arrested Ool. A. B. Steinberger, our premier, by 
order of Malietoa, who was our King, and he is now a prisouer also ou 
board of the Euglish ship Barracouta. 

This scheme was concocted, we find, by Mr. Turner, the missionary, 
and Captain Stevens, of the British ship of war the Barracouta; be- 
tween those two they have led Malietoa astray. We also find that 
Malietoa was the only one of our government that was in this wrong; 
not one chief, or ruler, or person of our government assisted him. 

This last trouble was commenced in the following manner : A secret 
messenger was sent to Mulinuu during the night by Captain Stevens 
and the missionary, for Malietoa to go on board the Barracouta secretly, 
and he went; consequently a scheme was worked out by them for Mali- 
etoa to beg of S. S. Foster, United States consul, and the captain of the 
ship of war to arrest and make a prisoner of our premier. Malietoa 
consented to this wrong and was led astray by these people. 

On the 8th day of February, at 10 o'clock a. m., a file of marines and 
one hundred armed sailors from the ship of war, and a few officers, ac- 
companied with Captain Stevens, S. S. Foster, United States consal, 
Mr. Turner, missionary, and S. F. Williams, acting British consul, all 
came into our seat of government and arrested the premier. We, the 
government and people of Samoa, were all surprised at such illegal 
proceedings, and much confusion ensued on account of the arrest and 
taking away forcibly our premier. He is now a prisouer in the British 
ship of war the Barracouta. 

At 7 o'clock p. m. we resolved (that is to say, the Taimua and Fai- 
pule) to remove Malietoa from his position as King, and he resigned, 
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when we then had him conveyed the same night under a guard of sol- 
diers to his relations on another island of this group ; he is no longer our 
King and will never be again. 

On the 15th day of February, the ship of war, with the English mis- 
sionary, Mr. Turner, went to that island and returned again with Mai- 
ietoa to re-instate him in his office. Ever since, we are persecuted by 
the captain, the two consuls, and the missionaries to receive Malietoa 
again and place him in the position he formerly held, but we are decided 
and united not to have him again as our King; and still another thing 
they are persecuting us about is to give ourselves under the British 
protection and to throw up our desire to be protected by the United 
States of America. 

This is the reason we will await patiently for a United States ship of 
war to assist us to investigate the meaning and cause of this persecu- 
tion they are bringing on us. 

We all send Your Excellency our love.' 

We are the Taimaa and Faipule of the government of Samoa. 

Written by the desire of the Taimna and Faipule. 

MOEPAN, 
Governor of Aana^ in Upolu. 



ISo. 14. 
The Taimua to the President, 

[Translation.] 

House op the Taimtja op Samoa, 

Mulinuu^ May 1, 1876. 

To His Excellency the President of the United States of America : 

Your Excellency : We bring again to the knowledge of Your Ex- 
cellency, and of the chiefs and rulers of your Government, an account 
of the difficulties we now experience, and principally of the obstacles 
which have impeded the march of our government. 

On the 13th of March last, a fight took place at Mulinua between the 
Samoans and seamen of Her Britannie Majesty's ship Barraconta. On 
that day there were present at Mulinuu Captain Stevens, R. N.; Mr. S. 
8. Foster, United States consul; and Mr. S. F. Williams, British con- 
sal. The presence of these gentlemen was not anticipated by us. We 
were taken by surprise when English sailors made efforts to take our 
arms from us and a shot was fired at a Samoau soldier, who was killed. 

Then began the bloodshed of the Samoans and the British sailors. 
Eight Samoans were killed — one Taimua, one Faipule, and six soldiers. 
Ouly three Englishmen died. Three Faipule of onr government have 
also been taken as hostages and have been kept since then on an Eng- 
lish ship of yssLT. 

Our arms were also taken away, and our guns spiked, on the day 
which we were so much alarmed. 

We are greatly pleased and very thankful in having met Capt. J. !N". 
Miller, of the United States ship of war Tuscarora. He has shown great 
love for us, and we have had him many days in Samoa. We think he 
knows everything about the troubles that have been brought upon our 
government. 
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There was no cause for tbe opposition to oar government, and we 
know very well that it came from a great jealousy of foreigners living 
in Samoa, who saw the Samoans advancing to civilization by the teach- 
ing and love of Colonel Steinberger. 

There is also another cause why we are so grieved, as Colonel Stein- 
berger, our premier, has been taken awaj*^ from us by secret means, by 
some bad-hearted people living in Samoa; but we have patience in our 
troubles and have hope in the friendly aid of the United States ^iovern- 
meut. 

We and the Samoan government, in our actions during the recent 
difficulties, have had no wish to join any other nation. Our only wish 
was to keep fast our friendly relations with your Government and be 
under your good care, and we wished to treat as friends the agent of 
the United States and all American citizens. 

We can never forget our love for Colonel Steinberger, He was as the 
lamp of Samoa, which is now extinguished, and since he has been taken 
away from us some persons living in Samoa have seemed to try to spread 
darkness again. He has never said a wonl in Samoa by which he tried 
to bring it under the power of the United States. This is true. On 
the day we appointed him premier he gave his solemn oath and made 
his speech, saying that he intended to give up his agency from your 
Government and work for us, as if he were a Samoan, in the formation 
of our government, and indeed he did so until the day he was seized 
and taken away from us. 

It was also the will of all Samoa that he should form laws for our 
government according to the laws of civilized governments. 

We know very well that anything done by him in Samoa was right. 

Therefore we declare now to Your Excellency that we wish still to 
have Colonel Steinberger as our premier, because he has done right with 
a true love and great patience, in the darkness which we have been in. 

If agreeable to Your Excellency and the representatives of your Gov- 
ernment, x^lease to send to us Colonel Steinberger, so that he can work 
again with us in our government as he did when we had him with us. 

Our wishes, expressed in our previous letter in regard to him, have 
not changed; they will remain the same until his death. 

We would be troubled if you could not accept our request; but if 
your intention is that he should not come back, we then humbly pray to 
Your Excellency to appoint another gentleman as good, and as skillful 
as Colonel Steinberger, to teach our government. We will support him, 
pay him well, and after our government is well instructed, he can then 
return to America if he so desires. 

We have confidence in your kindness, and in the Government of the 
United States of America, that you will consent to the wishes which we 
have expressed, and that by the friendly helping of your Government 
our country wiH yet be safe. 

We pray, also, that your nation may always be glorious, in the love 
of God. 

We are, forever, your most affectionate, 

TAIMUA and PAIPULB. 

By the will of the Taimua and Faipule. 

Le MAMEA, Secretary^ 

(Translated by the Bishop of Tipasa.) 
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No. 15. 

Mr. Ogden to the President 

San Francisco, May 5, 1876. 
To His Excellency the President of the United States : 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication from 
Col. A. B. Steinberger to the honorable Secretary of State, which I ad- 
dress to you to insure its coming under your notice at an early day. 

The action of S. S. Foster, under authority of the United States, has 
been of a character so outrageous, and I may say unparalleled, that I 
but express the desire of every respectable, unbiased American that he 
may no longer be permitted to disgrace the Government that he pro- 
fesses to represent. 

1 beg most respectfully to suggest the name of J. M. Coe, formerly 
commercial agent of the United States, and at various times acting 
consul, as qualified to perform the duties of consul, he having been a 
resident of the islands for twenty-five years, speaking the language, 
and in every way acceptable to the native government. 

The continuation of S. S. Foster as consul would be considered by the 
native government as inconsistent with the good wishes heretofore ex- 
pressed by Your Excellency for their successful efforts to establish a 
government in accordance with the example of civilized nations, as well 
as being considered an indorsement of the late proceedings calculated 
to overthrow and destroy the effort to maintain such a government. 

The salary of a consul at the port of Apia would be inadequate to 
the support of any person not a resident. 1 recommend Mr. Coe for the 
position as being the most eligible, under the circumstances, to fill the 
position, and do so at the request of such of the American residents of 
Samoa as have taken no part in the effort to overthrow the native gov- 
ernment. 

Inasmuch as the opportunities for communicating direct with the 
Samoan group are not frequent, and the regular packet having sailed a 
few days since, I beg to say that a vessel now loading at a point on the 
coast above will sail the latter part of the month, by which I can for- 
ward any dispatches the State Department may desire to send, if ad- 
dressed to my care. I beg to mention, also, that Mr. Coe is now in this 
city, having been imprisoned on board the British man-of-war, and 
subsequently taken out of the country and landed at the Fiji Islands, 
by order of Mr. Foster, to whom he was obnoxious by reason of his 
sympathy with Steinberger and the native government. 

The Fipula or native congress are unanimous in their desire to have 
Steinberger return to them, and are determined to maintain at all haz- 
ards the government he formed for them, as shown by their determined 
resistance and obstinate refusal to abandon it, even under the best 
efforts of the missionaries and intimidations of the commander of the 
British man of- war. 

The dethroned King, (Malietoa,) repudiated by reason of his consent 
without the assent of the chiefs to the arrest of Steinberger, has but 
three native followers to count as his support in his claims for restora- 
tion, while the native congress, in favor of Steinberger, number some 
one hundred and fifty chiefs, and the entire native population of thirty- 
six thousand. 

These facts prove conclusively that the banishment of Steinberger 
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was only at the instigation of the foreign residents, who bitterly oppose 
anything American. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient Rervant, 

EIOH'D L. OGDBN, 
Commercial Agent for Samoa, 

P. 8., May 6. — I take the liberty of inclosing slips from the Alta 
Oalifornia newspaper of this morning. The article expresses the gen- 
eral feeling of the people here, who are strongly in favor of some meas* 
ures to restore Steiuberger to the position from which he was so 
unjustly deposed, and any steps to that end would be heartily indorsed. 
The feeling here is that the English seek the possession of these 
islands, seeing their commercial value. We also see the great value 
they would be to this coast. The trade already, since Steinberger's 
arrival there, has increased tenfold. As coaling-stations they are inval- 
uable, lying immediately in the track of the line of Australian steamers. 
The natives are anxious to come under American rule and influence, 
and the late outrages have created a prejudice against the English that 
would greatly facilitate obtaining any concessions Americans might 
ask. 

I trust Your Excellency will pardon the liberty I take in offering a sug- 
gestion based upon my intimate knowledge of the real facts of this mat- 
ter, and feeling of the native population of Samoa, in regard to Mr. 
Steinberger. It is this : that some slight countenance and moral sup- 
port shown Mr. Steinberger at this critical moment would completely 
and firmly establish him in his former position, and utterly defeat the 
attempts of his enemies to overthrow the Samoan government. The 
simple prestige of the protection of a man-of-war, requiring no special 
action or involving responsibility, would be sufficient. If Steinberger 
returned to the Fiji Islands, the nearest point to Samoa, and could there 
avail himself of the opportunity to return to Apia in a man-of war, 
landed there under the simple honors paid him on a former occasioD, 
involving the expenditure of a few pounds of powder to the Samoan 
flag, the natives would receive him with the wildest delight and the 
opposing element be forever silenced. 

The alacrity with which the honorable Secretary of State declared 
Mr. Steinberger in no way accredited by the United States was con- 
strued into an intimation that he would receive no protection that an 
ordinary American citizen might expect, and went far to bring about 
the present condition of aflairs — especially the part played by the 
United States consul, who openly declares that he has acted under 
instructions. 

Should it be considered of suilicient importance to order a man-of-war 
to any port in Australia, New Zealand, or the Fijis, with instructions to 
take Colonel Steinberger on board and land him at the port of Apia, I 
will communicate with him and see that he is at the appointed point in 
time to meet the vessel, provided I can have early intimation to that 
effect to insure a connection. 

A more popular step in the estimation of leading men of this coast 
could not be taken, and would be heartily indorsed by the people at 
large, irrespective of party or politics. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

R. L. OGDEN, 
Commercial Agent for Samoa, 
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flnoloflare in letter of Mr. Ogden.] 
Mr, Steinberger to Mr, FiA, 

Levuka, Fiji, April 7, 1876. 

Sir : On the 5tli instant I was released by Capt. Charles E. Stevens from castody as 
a prisoner on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta. 

On the 4th instant the said Captain Stevens informed me that he was ordered by the 
United States consul at Apia to take me to Auckland and place me, with papers, in the 
hands of the United States consul at that port. The officials of this colony denouncing 
his acts, he landed me. here, against my written protest. My report from Auckland, 
New Zealand, will give fall particulars of my suffering and the repeated outrao^es to 
the American flag, as well as the foul coospiraoy in which S. S. Foster, the United States 
consul at Apia, has played no small part and been largely a pecuniary gainer. 

All of my personal and other property has been seized and sold ; no account ren- 
dered to myself. My papers and much of the government (Samoa) archives seized. 

I charge S. S. Foster, consul, with intercepting and appropriating for months my pri« 
vate mail, giving copies of dispatches from yonrself, the honorable Secretary of State, 
and others to English officers, the same having been exhibited in this place to colonial 
officers ; of furnishing copies of all important papers to Capt. Charles E. Stevens.* 

I charge said consul with making and organising a vile oonspiraoy (associating men 
with him who are regardless of truth and incapable of morally cou^prehending the 
sanctity of an oath) to destroy a government founded upon justice and truth, violating 
laws, seizing personal property for his own use^ and attempting to sully the honor of 
the United States of America. 

All efforts to overthrow the Samoan government and England to gain a foot-hold 
have failed. 

Five successive times the capital of Samoa has been invaded by armed men from 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta, which at last resulted in bloodshed and 
the name of England held iil abhorrence by the Samoans forever. 

Every effort was made by the said Captain Stevens to pr(*judioe the natives by pub- 
liclv insalting the American flag and insulting His Excellency the President of the 
UnTked States. 

Certain of a vindication of my past actions and confident in my integrity of purpose, 
I go to Auckland, New Zealand, to confront Capt. Charles E. Stevens before a court to 
be convened by his superior officers. In doing this I am too well aware that the United 
States consul at that port has received an ex-part6 statement from Consul Foster ; that 
I go without papers or documentary evidence. 

Believing this procedure to be for the honor of my country, 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late Vnitid States fecial Agent to Samoa, 



Latest from Samoa.^-Outrage upon outrage. — Captain Stevene provokes a conflict with the 
natives. — Four English killed and eight wounded, — Three natives killed and five wounded. — 
Takes one American prisoner and orders another to leave the island, — Colonel Steinberger 
goes to Auckland to appear against the British captain. 

The difficulty which arose from the deposition of Col. A. B. Steinberger from bis 
post of premier of the Samoan government by the American consul, Foster, assisted by 
Captain Stevens, of the British man-of-war Barracouta, has naturally resulted in blood- 
shed. Not content with ousting Steinberger, Stevens and his confreres insisted that 
Malietoa, the King, should be taken back and re-instated on the throne, from whence 
he had been ejected by the Taimna and Faipule, (the house of nobles and house of rep* 
resentatives. ) Stevens attempted to enforce his orders at the mouth of the musket 
with disastrods results. 

By the Zealandia, a letter has been received at this office, dated Apia, Samoa, April 
4, written by an American resident of that place. It gives a full account of the out- 
rages perpetrated by the British captain and others since the advices received in 
March per the Ada May. 

CAPTAIN STEVENS ARRESTS ANOTHER AMERICAN. 

On the 29tb of February Mr. J. M. Coe, says the writer of the letter, an American 
citizen who has resided in Apia for thirty years, and who occupied for ten years the 
position of United States consul to the Samoan Islands, was arrested by English ma- 
rines and blue-jackets by order of Captain Stevens, for alleged political oauaes. The 
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oaases can be summed ap in a few words. Mr. Coe would not become a party to the 
schemes of Foster, Stevens, the acting British consul, and the English missionaries, but 
denounced the proceedings of the two consuls as unlawfal. He was eventually sent 
on board the Barracouta and placed in the fore under the guard of a sentry armed 
with a loaded rifle. Colonel Steinberger was kept aft under like conditions, and 
neither allowed to communicate with the other or with any other person. On the day 
of Mr. Coe's arrest the Ex-King was relieved of the protection of the guard which had 
been pnt over him b}"^ Captain Stevens. 

The consuls and Captain Stevens finding their efiforts to re-instate Malietoa fruitless, 
even afrer Mr. Coe's arrest, (which event only served to enrage the natives to such a 
degree that they would not listen to any of the schemers' propositions,) determined to 
make a bold attempt to carry out their designs. 

THE BATTLE OF MDLINUU. 

On the morning of the 13th of March Captain Stevens landed one hundred and sov- 
enty-five armed men from the Barracouta, under command of their officers, and marched 
them into the heart of the capital, at Mulinuu. The British and American consuls, 
Malietoa, and Dr. George A. Turner, the missionary and man of peace, accompanied 
the expedition. The Taimua and Faipule had assembled in the governiueut house, and 
were prepared to receive them. Seats were offered to the latter inside the house, while 
the officers, sailors, and marines remained outside. The government had taken the 
precaution of having all their soldiers called in from the camp of instruction, situated 
two miles in the interior, for the purpose of having them ready in case of any emer- 
gency, as it had been rumored that Captain Stevens intended to burn the houses at 
Mulinuu unless the government acceded to his request and enthroned Malietoa. 

Captain Stevens, shortly after taking his seat in the capitol, perceived that Samoan 
soldiers were stationed in the huts on the opposite side of the road, with their guns 
across their laps. He immediately issued orders to the first lieutenant to proceed to 
the huts and disarm the natives. Lieutenant McLeod obeyed orders, and called a file 
of blue-jackets to assist him. The first man he approached was a chief of inferior 
rank. He demanded his gun, but the chief declined to surrender his weapon. A strug- 
gle then ensued between the lieutenant and the Samoan warrior for the possession of 
the rifle, in which the latter proved more than a match for the lieutenant. A Talk 
then ensued between the two, during which a report of a rifle was heard, and the chief 
dropped dead, shot through the heart by a bullet from a Snyder rifle fired by a British 
blue-jacket. 

The Samoans immediately mustered and formed in line, the men of the Barracouta 
doing the same. Firing then commenced on both sides, (they were fifty yards distant 
from each other,) and was continued for ten or fifteen minutes. The Samoans then 
took refuge behind cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees, the English speedily following their 
example. Occasional shots were then fired during an interval of half an hour, at the 
expiration of which time a flag of truce was sent from the house, where the represent- 
atives of the Samoan government were gathered, to the British forces. Captain Ste- 
vens demanded that the Samoans should surrender their arms, and fifty-six guns with 
cartridge-boxes were given up. A short speech was then made by one of the Samoans, 
in which he stated that it was not their desire to fight or have any trouble with the 
man-of-war's men, but when it was forced upon them they would fight. All they 
wanted was to be left to themselves and not be interfered with. 

THE RESULT OF THE BATTLE. 

In the affray the Barracouta had four men killed and eight mortally wounded. The 
loss of the Samoans was three killed and five slightly wounded. This much may be 
stated : that if the Samoans were a savage and barbarous race of people, they had it 
in their power on that day to exterminate the officers and crew of the Barracouta, to- 
gether with the consuls and missionaries ; but they are not. On the contrary, they 
prefer peace. They did not want any more of their people killed, nor was it their 
desire to kill any more whites. The intermeddling of the United States consul and Dr, 
G. A. Turner, the English missionary, aided and abetted by Capt. Ch tries E. Stevens, 
in the political afiairs of the Samoan Islands, resulted in the bloodshed of innocent peo- 
ple and the persecution of loyal people residing in Samoa. 

After everything had quieted down Captain Stevens was glad to remove his men 
from Mulinuu, and sent them with their wounded and the Ex-King on board the Bar- 
racouta. He remained some two hours with the representatives of the government, 
until he succeeded in arresting three chiefs. These he placed on board to be held as 
prisoners. 

Captain Stevens not being satisfied in his own mind, and the consuls becoming 
alarmed lest the Samoans would make a combined attack and wipe out all those who 
had conspired against the government, it was determined to land forty blue-jackets as 
a guard over the British consulate and to throw up earthworks arouud it. On the 
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15th the men were landed, with two field-pieces, which were mounted m front of the> 
consulate, and one brass howitzer, which formerly belonged, to the yacht Peerless,- 
which was seized by Foster. The fortification was guarded for fourteen days, when 
Captain Stevens, becoming weary and no longer fearing an attack on his friends by the 
Samoans, withdrew his men and field-pieces. This was done on March 28. He also 
took on board the American brass howitzer and six boxes of ammunition belonging to. 
the Samoan government. These articles are part and parcel of a number of presents, 
made by the United States Government to the Samoans, and brought to Apia in the 
United States steamer Tuscarora in 1875. 

CAPTAIN 8TEVEN8 RECEIVES SAILING ORDERS. 

On March 29 a war-steamer entered the harbor of Apia. It was Her Britannic 
Majesty's steamer Sapphire, Captain Murray, R. N., commander, which had come with 
orders to Captain Stevens from Commodore Hoskins to proceed immediately to Auck- 
land. 

After the battle of Mulinuu, D. C. M. Steinberger, a brother of the colonel, who ar- 
rived at Apia in February last, was peremptorily requested to leave the island on the 
German bark Edna, which sailed for Levuka, Fiji, by the United States consul and 
Captain Stevens. He was in the way of their self-constituted duty of re-organizing the 
government of Samoa. Furthermore, he was forbidden to return. 

On the 30th of March the three Samoan prisoners were transferred to the Sapphire, 
together with the fifty-six guns and cartridge-boxes that had been surrendered on the 
13th. While on board the Barracouta the chiefs were handcuffed ev^ry night, but it 
is to be hoped that they will receive better treatment under the commanding officer of 
the Sapphire. Messrs. Steinberger and Coe were retained on the Barracouta, and 
were informed that their destination would be Auckland, there to he handed ov6r to 
the American consul. 

COLONEL STEINBERGER AND THE NATIVES. 

There never was a man in Samoa more appreciated by the Samoans than Colonel 
Steinberger, and there never was a people more devoted to one man. With all that 
Captain Stevens, the British and American consuls at Apia, and the missionaries of the 
London Missionary Society at Samoa may do to the Samoans, the latter are determined 
to remain firm and united in the government which was established by Col. A. B. 
Steinberger, and to await with patience his return to them again, to which event they 
look forward with anxiety. 

Up to the time of the departure of the Barracouta nothing had been accomplished 
by the discontented portion of the foreign population at Apia toward breaking up the 
Samoan government. The Taimua and Faipule are still at the capital on Mulinuu, 
without a King and without a premier! They have about two thousand soldiers under 
arras in the camp of instruction ; but these will be used only for their own protection. 

It will be observed that the discontented portion of the foreign residents in Samoa 
is composed solely of the British acting consul, the British residents, many of whom 
have been intimidated and threatened with arrest by Captain Stevens if tbey refused 
to register themselves in the British consulate at Apia, the missionaries of the London 
Missionary Society, the United States consul, and five Americans. It is creditable to 
state that the German consul and residents in Samoa have taken no part in the con- 
spiracy against the Samoan government, and the German element is three to one in 
the majority of all the nationalities here. The Wesleyan and Roman Catholic missions 
can also take the credit of not being implicated in the vile conspiracy against the laws 
and government of the Samoan people. 

ENTITLED TO SYMPATHY. 

The Samoans are justly entitled to the sympathy and assistance of the great civil- 
ized and enlightened governments of the world, and a speedy recognition of their small 
and duly-organized government should be granted them by the United States and 
Great Britain without delay, in order to prevent in future a repetition of the outrages 
recently perpetrated by the same or other representatives of those governments resid- 
ing in Samoa. It is considered here as essentially necessary to the preservation of 
peace in these islands that their government should be recognized. 

AN AMERICAN CITIZEN RESIDENT OF SAMOA. 



COLONEL STEINBERQER'S WHEREABOUTS. 



The Zealandia brought as passengers to this port from Honolulu Dr. Steinberger and 
Mr. J. M. Coe, mentioned in the above letter. The doctor was interviewed yesterday 
by an Alta reporter. He was an eye-witness of the battle described in the letter, and 
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eorroborated the statements contained therein in every particnlar, with the single ex- 
ception that he claims the British sent the flag of tmce to the Saaioans instead of vice 
venoy as stated in the letter. He says the Samoans are a brave, determined people, but 
as generous and desirous of peace as they are fearless. The interference of the cap- 
tain of the Barracouta in their home affairs was something entirely unlocked for by 
them. Their premier being taken a prisoner and contined on board a nian>of-war, cast 
a gloom over the people so great that it can hardly be imagined, much less described. 

Dr. Steiuberger, in answer to a question concerning his brother's whereabouts, im- 
parted the following information : The Barracouta left Apia on March 30 for Auckland, 
taking Colonel Steinberger and Mr. Coe. Some unforeseen occurrence caused Captain 
Stevens to make Levuka, Fiji. Upon his arrival he was informed by the officials of 
the colonial government that he coald not keep American prisoners on board his ves- 
sel in British ^ aters. The doughty captain became alarmed, and he concluded tbat 
the best thing to do would be to send them on shore. Accordingly on the 5th of April 
the two prisoners were magnanimously allowed to take their freedom, aud were landed 
on a strange shore destitute. Mr. Coe made application to the United States consul 
for transportation to the United States, which he readily obtained. Colouel Stein- 
berger proceeded to Kandavn, where on April 16 he was awaiting the arrival of the 
mail-steamer to proceed to Auckland, where he intended to present himself to Com- 
modore Hoskins and then confront Captain Stevens, who has been summoned to ap- 
pear before a court-martial to answer charges preferred by the paymaster of the Bar- 
racouta, Mr. A. L. Gains. Colonel Steinberger will institute proceedings against Cap- 
tain Stevens for heavy damages. Whether he will return to Samoa or not remains to 
be seen. 

Mr. Coe is in this city en route to Washington, and will report the facts of the diffi- 
culty to the proper officials. Colonel Steinberger has transmitted a communication to 
Secretary Fish. 



THE AMERICAN PRESS AND STEINBERGER. 

The smallness, the littleness, the contemptible meanness of the spirit of a portion of 
the American press was never more forcibly exhibited than in the references made of 
late to Colonel Steinberger since his arrest, despoliation of property, and imprisonment 
on board of a British man-of-war, all without any shadow of law, without any crime 
on his part or any offense against any nation or humanity, so far as any evidence that 
has reached us as yet shows. The writer of this does not know Colonel Steinberger, 
never has seen him, and has no purpose in writing other than saying what the cir- 
cumstances seem to authorize and demand. Bat Steinberger is an American citizen, 
and as such is deserving of protection by our Government against all and every gov- 
ernment that may have treated him wrongfully. 

Colonel Steinberger went down to the Samoan Islands as in some form an agent of 
our Government. He took along certain presents to the Samoans by order and appro- 
priation of our Government. He performed the duties of his mission properly. He 
returned and reported, and again went to the Samoans, carrying letters and dispatches, 
if not more presents, from our Government. The Samoans seemed to like him, and 
trusted to him the organization of a government. All of this he had a perfect right 
to do, acd in so doing forfeited no rights as an American citizen. We have not been 
informed that he forswore his allegiance to the United States, and if he did not, he is 
entitled to the protection and all the protection tbat this country can give him, to the 
extent of every ship of war and every man capable of bearing arms, if that should be- 
come necessary. 

Great Britain has received an insulting message from the negro King of Dahomey. 
His people, perhaps by his command, have mistreated a British subject. The King was 
adjudged to pay (30,000 for the pastime. He refuses, and tells the British to corne to 
Ambomey, his capital, and take their pay in powder and bullets. Great Britain pro- 
poses to do so. Now, how will our Government actf Here is an American citizen 
abused, imprisoned, and, for aught we know, without having offended any law of so- 
ciety or nations. Mr. Fish is for leaving him to his fate, to the mercy of an English 
officer who had no right whatever to interfere with him. Will our Government thus 
sneak out of the perrormance of the duty it owes to this oppressed, imprisoned, and 
despoiled citizen f If such is the protection our Government affords our citizens, hovr 
long will it be before there will be no safety for one of us abroad f 

In the midst of their hunting for faults of our own Government by the committors 
of our House of Representatives would it not be well for the Com mittee on Foreifp 
Relations to investigate this matter aud decide whether a British officer, even if his 
act be acquiesced in by some lack-brained American consul, is justified in aiding in the 
robbery of an American citizen and holding him in confinement without process of 
law Y These remarks are made upon the basis of such facts as have reached us. A 
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fall statement of both sides to the trouble may change the aspect of it; but until such 
facts are known common decency, as well as honesty and honor and national, patriotic 
sentiment, ought to prevent the miserable ridicule and contemptible course of some 
journals, who have seized the occasion of Colonel Steinberger's misfortunes to air their 
shallow ideas in the shape of abuse aud ridicule of him and his adventures. 



No. 16. 
Mr, Sieinherger to Mr, Fish. 

Auckland, New Zealand, June 1, 1876. (Rec'd July 6.) 

Sm : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with the fears 
expressed by me in my dispatches sent by the hands of ^tbe Hon. Frank 
Flatt, Samoan commissioner to the United States, my person was seized 
on the 8th day of February last, at my private residence at Mnlinuu, 
by Capt. Charles B. Stevens, of Her Majesty's ship Barraconta, with 
officers and armed crew, carried through the town of Apia, and taken 
by boat to Her Majesty's ship Barraconta. The guard marching through 
the town was to the natives a funeral procession, to two score of depraved 
white men a great triumph. Full particulars of subsequent proceedings 
will be furnished you by J. M. Coe, esq. In this connection I must state 
that my past relations with Mr. Coe have not been of a friendly character, 
as per my earlier dispatches, wherein I was defending the integrity of 
the natives, and sustaining the decision of the court convened by the 
commander of the United States steamer Tuscarora, under orders from 
the State Department. 

This hostility, though pronounced, was not of a character to engender 
bitterness or bad feeling, and was justly viewed by Mr. Coe as a business 
and legal disagreement rather than a personal issue. 

When the outrages were perpetrated by the American consul and 
Capt. Charles £. Stevens, Boyal Navy, Mr. Coe became a firm supporter 
of the Samean government. Hence the malicious persecution of him- 
self aud family, and his deportation. On board of the Barraconta^ from 
the 8th day of February to the 5th day of April, I was assigned a serv- 
ant's room in a deckhouse in the after part of the ship, 8 feet by 6 feet, 
without windows or ventilation, with a thermometer ranging from 84<^ 
to 95^, and under an armed guard with ball-cartridge. 

A written order from Captain Stevens to Mr. McLeod, first officer, 
which was read to me by the said officer, was to the following effect : 
That ball-cartridges were issued to the sentries, so that I should be shot 
at any effort to escape or to speak in a voice that could not be heard by 
the officers and men about me, or to send on or receive communications 
from the shore ; that a light should be flashed in my face every half 
hour in the night ; that my confinement should be with or without ironsy 
according to further orders from the captain. 

The pride and esprit of the English officers revolted at such treatment, 
and £ was invited to mess with the wardroomofficers, who certainly en- 
deavored to make my confinement as agreeable as possible. 

A few clothes were sent to me by the United States consul several 
days after my seizure. 

My washing and reading- matter were regularly examined to prevent 
the possibility of communication with the shore. 

Captain Stevens, in a most brutal manner, informed me that efforts 
were being made to communicate with me by my friends on shore, and 
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compelled me to send a letter on shore stating that I woald be shot at 
the first attempt of the people to convey any message to me, and that I 
therefore begged them not to do so. 

I was kept in profound ignorance of the state of affairs on shore, and 
as I respected the kind and courteous treatment of the officers, I re- 
frained from making any inquiries of them. 

At the different meetings at MuHduh between the government and 
Captain Stevens, previous to my seizure, the latter was always accom- 
panied by an armed guard. 

I was denied a hearing, and every effort was made by the said Gap- 
tain Stevens to prejudice the native chiefs against, myself. 

Captain Erben and the visit of the United States steamer Tuscarora 
were ridiculed, and opprobrious epithets were applied to that officer and 
to His Excellency the President of the United States. 

Finding all efforts futile, he (Captain Stevens) then publicly declared 
.that he would ruin me by showing up my character before the world. 

After the receipt of my protest against the seizure of the yacht Peer- 
less, he evidently considered it necessary either to ruin me or retreat 
from his position ; hence, actuated by a species of madness, he made the 
attempt to destroy myself and the Sainoan government, which ulti- 
mately resulted in bloodshed. 

Accompanying documents will explain the manner of my landing in 
Levuka, Fiji, and the collusion existing between Captain Stevens and 
S. S. Foster, the former refusing to receive my protest in Levuka, or 
to carry dispatches from me to his commanding officer. Captain Hos- 
kins. Royal Navy, commodore of the Australian squadron. 

Learning that a court-martial would be held in Auckland, I conceived 
it my duty to come to this place and confront the said Capt. Charles 
E. Stevens. I therefore arrived here on the 2Sth April last. I found 
upon arrival that Commodore Hoskius considered the matter of such 
grave importance that he would not treat with it, although four English 
war-ships were in port, but referred the case to the home government. 

I at once communicated with Commodore Hoskius for particulars, of 
which I refer you to inclosures. Hence I could do nothing but remain 
passive, and have since watched the great interest taken in my affairs 
throughout the whole of New Zealand. 

I may state that, although I have sought no assistance, the press of 
this city has advocated my cause, and has not been slow to ceusnre 
Captain Stevens for his unwarrantable iuterfereuce in the domestic 
policy of Samoa. 

By this mail I will forward you a few of the newspapers, in which yon 
will observe the sentiments of the Auckland people. 

Tbe threats made by Captain Stevens and S. S. Foster to ruin me 
were by no means idle ones. On his arrival here Captain Stevens placed 
in the bands of the press garbled copies of dispatches from the honor- 
able Secretary of State and from His Excellency the President of the 
United States to myself, which were either furnished him by 8. 8. 
Foster, or he himself must have been a participator in the seizure of 
my personal effects and private papers. Of the two I incline to the 
latter belief. 

Mr. Budge, R. N., assistant paymaster and captain's clerk on Her 
Majesty's ship Barracouta, confidentially informed me that, immediately 
after the seizure of my personal effects, he was employed in reading, 
assorting, and copying private papers belonging to myself. 

To what extent Captain Stevens has availed himself of copies of cer- 
tain docnments I am unable to state, but it is certain that he exhibited 
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in Fiji letters and dispatches to Hon. I. B. Thurston, auditor of the col- 
ony of Fiji, addressed to myself, which 1 have never seen myself, and 
which arrived in Samoa during my confinement on board Her Majesty's 
ship Barracouta, the seals of the same being broken. The evidence be- 
comes naore conclusive that, for a period of nearly one year, S. S. Foster 
has, upon the arrival of each mail, seized and appropriated my letters 
and dispatches from the United States. 

Upon the arrival of Her Majesty's ship Barracouta in Auckland, Cap- 
tain Stevens placed himself en rapport with H. P. Barber, United States 
vice-consul, armed with voluminous correspondence and dispatches 
from S. S. Foster to the said H. P. Barber, showing a determined effort 
to blacken my character and cast odium upon my actions. 

This is a striking contrast to my action toward Captain Stevens when, 
in the Fijis, I retreated from an appointment with his excellency the 
governor. Sir Arthur Gordon, for which vide copy of a letter from his 
aidde-camp. I did this,- after learning his excellency's disapproval of 
Captain Stevens's actions and his personal hostility to himself, to show 
that I would not take advantage of such hostility. 

1 found myself prejudged by Mr. Barber, the United States vice-con- 
sul, and did not deem it prudent to enter into any arguments with him, 
though I requested that he would cash my draft upon San Francisco for 
$100, which he refused to do. I do not mention this with a view of im- 
pugning the motives or character of Mr. Barber, as he is a gentleman of 
standing and reputation in this community, although there is a feeling 
of surprise in the minds of the people that the American representative 
here has extended to me neither comfort nor courtesy. 

As evidence of the accord between Captain Stevens and Mr. Barber, 
in the absence of the captain I was invited by the ofiQcers to dine on 
board the Barracouta when in this port. [Vide letter from Second 
Lieutenant Maxwell, at which time Mr. Barber was the guest of the 
captain's secretary in the steerage.) The wardroom officers united in 
their friendship and support to me, and being witnesses of the good 
feeling existing between Mr. Barber and Captain Stevens at the club, 
and impressed by the flagrant injustice I had received, would not invite 
Mr. Barber into the wardroom. 

I must refer to the kindness and assistance afforded me by merchants 
and gentlemen residing in Auckland, who, although a stranger in £|. for- 
eign land, have extended to me kindness and support of which I shall 
ever maintain a lasting remembrance. This kindness I may state has 
been afforded me after the publication of Captain Stevens's statements 
to the detriment of my character. 

To me it appears that the people of Auckland repudiate the actions of 
Captain Stevens, K. N., of Her Majesty's ship Barracouta; and, although 
it has been stated that the embroglio created by S« S. Foster and Cap- 
tain Stevens may possibly lead to the annexation of the Kavigator 
group to Great Britain, the feeling is against such being carried out iu 
so dishonorable a manner. I must now refer again to Samoa. Instinct- 
ively feeling that I would be seized, and being determined that there 
should be no armed natives at the capital, I gave a bill of sale over my 
personal effects, for the consideration of the sum of one dollar, to George 
F. Waters, who, after my seizure, betrayed me in the most shameless 
manner. This property was taken to the American consulate and sold at 
auction. My library, containing many rare and valuable works, sold for 
a trifle, and my household property was scattered. over the beach, in 
many instances falling into the hands of the most degraded people. 
Captain Stevens bought, by private sale, a b' eechloading fowling-piece 

H. Ex. 44 6 
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of high cost for $20, and has used the same here daring the shooting 
season ; also a valuable portmanteau, fitted and filled with glass and 
silver ware, each article being stamped with my crest and monogram. 

These facts have been communicated to the citizens of Auckland by 
the officers of the Barracouta, and provoked a feeling of just indigna- 
tion and resentment. While a prisoner on board the Barracouta, I ad- 
dressed a note to S. S. Foster, asking for an account of the sale of my 
property. I inclose his answer. Al^r my seizure, the servants of Gap- 
fain Stevens and other parties in his interest were dressed in the clothes 
presented by the United States to the Samoau rulers, and such gar- 
ments can now be seen in the Fijis. 

The associates, aiders, and abettors of S. S. Foster were Williamson, 
Henry, and Jenkins, the former a refugee from the United States, who, 
after the rebellion, declared he would not live where the American flag 
floated. He is a fellow of the lowest type. The latter, (Jenkins,) for- 
merly a seaman on the Peerless, now a blacksmith in Apia, was arrested 
by Captain Erben, of the Tuscarora, for mutiny. Henry, an American 
negro, is a keeper of a grog-shop and brothel. The said Williamson 
and Jenkins were part of court that condemned the Peerless. I have 
forwarded you Auckland newspapers, in which are several paragraphs 
illustrative of the feeling of the blue-jackets of Her Majesty'a ship Bar- 
racouta toward myself. 

These are no high-drawn pictures, but positive facts, although how 
the newspapers obtained the information I cannot conceive. There has 
been but one expression of feeling on shore here since my arrival in 
Auckland. These men have stated to me that had I been on shore 
at the time of the disturbance at Apia, their comrades, they are sure, 
would not have been killed. One of these men, who was present, also 
informed ine that the first shot came from the Barracouta's men. These 
men have expressed a wish that I would follow the ship to London, and, 
to use their own words, " they hoped I would give their captain ' seven 
years' for his outrageous conduct toward myself 

By the officers I am informed that Captain Stevens stated openly at 
the club here that I was a debauchee, and that I had taken twenty-seven 
drinks on board the Barracouta in one day. The same officers state 
that in a court I have no necessity to deny this charge, but have simply 
to demand the production of the caterer's books in order to refute such 
an accusation. I state this simply to show how I have been maligned 
on one side, and upheld on the other by the people of the Barracouta. 
The same charges were made against me in Samoa, but a most rigid 
investigation will show that I never entered a drinking-house during my 
stay there, but, in accordance with law, I closed them ; but they were 
afterward re-opened by Captain Stevens, by proclamation. 

Full particulars of the organization of government at Samoa have 
been conveyed by other dispatches. All strife had ceased. Happiness, 
concord, and unity prevailed throughout the group ; the people were 
proud of their integrity as a nation and rapidly advancing in civiliza- 
tion, for which they were earnest and eager. Laws were made and en- 
forced without trouble, a civil and penal code instituted, a system of 
education inaugurated, the habits of industry encouraged by the gov- 
ernment, a school fund created, the chiefs being ambitious for the edu- 
cation of their children, and nothing was wanting but the accord of the 
white trailers in Apia. The natives were clothed, and they deemed 
their happiness secure. 

It is a malicious slander upon myself and the Uni'e I States Govern- 
ment to say that hostilities were the result of an army created by my- 
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►1£^ with arms famished by the United States Government. As a dis- 
proval of saeh statement, I present the patent fact that only one hun- 
dred staud of muzzle-loading arms was presented to the Samoan gov- 
ernment by the United States, with a few pieces of artillery. The latter 
were used only in salutes, and the former placed, without ammunition, 
in the hands of one hundred men, who were being trained at a camp of 
instruction, to be afterward transferred to the governors of the different 
districts as a police forc<i. It was this organization which enabled me 
to arrest and keep in confifieinent the American who had assaulted Mr. 
Foster, as per former dispatches* 

These significant facts I have presented to Commodore Hoskins, com- 
manding Her Majesty's Australian squadron. ( Vide inclosure.) 

If the policy of England is the acquisition or annexation of this 
group, it will be made manifest by their support or disapproval of the 
actions of Captain Stevens. I shall repair to London, there to place 
myself in the hands of the United States minister, and beg that you 
will forward to him attested copies of all my dispatches. 

The prudence and circumsp ction with which J will deal with this 
matter will be best guaranteed by my past actions and relations with 
the Government of the United States. Whatever may be my views of 
the international aspect of this case, I will refrain from any expression, 
leaving it to your honorable self and others, who are abler and wiser 
than myself, to deal with the question. 

I transmit a statutory declaration made by a person here, who from 
his position is acquainted with the facts connected with the yacht Peer- 
less since her arrival in these waters. It is quite correct that, although 
many here are ambitious to possess such a craft, they are loth to become 
implicated in any matters concerning her, as the general feeling in 
Auckland is that a United States war-ship will arrive here to demand 
her restitution. 

The title given with this vessel by Captain Stevens and Mr. S. S. 
Foster, I am informed, has been declared invalid by the collector of cus- 
toms at this port : hence she remains a drag in the hands of the party 
holding her, who has himself no use for her. 

I may add that since it was reported a. few days ago that the United 
States ship Tuscarora was at Samoa and likely to visit this port, and 
since the inclosed declaration was made, the Peerless has been removed 
from her moorings in the harbor, and no one here seems to know what 
has become of her, while it is currently reported that one Balzey, the 
mate of a very suspicious vessel, which lately arrived in Auckland 
minus her captain and supercargo, who were stated to have gone on 
shore at some island and never returned, and which vessel is supposed 
to be a slaver, has expressed an agreeableness to purchase the Peerless 
and take her to China, with title or no title. 

Determined to meet every issue, 1 mention the fact of the existence 
of an agreement between John Cesar Godefroy,of Hamburg, and myself 
being only known after the seizure of my papers. Much stress has been 
laid upon this, and many ridiculous comments have been made. The 
naked facts are that such an agreement was made when I was neither 
a United States agent nor an officer of the Samoan government. 

My declaration made in Levuka for posting or publication, a copy of 
which I respectfully submit, will best explain my status relative to the 
said agreement. This contract was never* in force. It was abrogated 
by mutual agreement between Mr. Alfred S. Poppe, agent at Samoa for 
J. C. Godefroy & Sons, and myself, a few days after my arrival, and such 
notification was given to the house in Hamburg. But in this connec- 
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tion 1 do solemnly declare that tbe contract in its entirety was for the 
benefit of the Samoan people, and an ample protection to the foreign 
labor npon the German plantations in Samoa, besides the pledge of tbe 
honse of Oodefroy & Go. to secare the recognition of the government of 
Samoa by the imperial government of Germany. 

The earnestness of my purpose and determination to protect tbe 
natives against all foreign business aggressions is made manifest by my 
actions in the investigation of the Malifann plantations, full details of 
which I have forwarded to the State Department ; the same clearly 
showing the entire absence of any business collusion between the said 
firm and myself, with a high appreciation of the honor and integrity of 
purpose of tbe Messrs. Godefroy, of Hamburg, knowing well their dis- 
position to deal with the natives in a humane manner. 

I do conscientiously believe that this agreement was for the benefit of 
the natives and their government, providing its provisions could be 
carried out. The benefit to accrue personally to myself was transferred 
to the government, and heartily acquiesced in by them. 

In this as well as other things I ask for a most rigid investigation, 
and am willing and anxious to appear before any tribunal of my coun- 
trymen. The vile imputation made by S. S. Foster and others, and 
widely circulated, that the President of tbe United States was connected 
with me in a business scheme for personal aggrandizement, I pronounce 
to be a malicious falsehood and the emanation of evil and designing 
men. 

Of my private affairs His Excellency the President knows absolutely 
nothing, and I do solemnly declare that neither His Excellency nor his 
attaches, nor other officers of the United States Government, have in 
afiy wise, directly or indirectly, been connected with myself for tbe 
furtherance of any scheme or schemes. 

Telegraphic communication being suspended, I am now here in a state 
of painful uncertainty. Through the kindness of a gentleman here, a 
British subject, I am enabled to send a special agent to Samoa, for tbe 
purpose of collecting evidence in tbe whole matter, both with regard to 
my connections with Samoa and my deportation by Her Majesty's ship 
Barracouta. For this purpose a vessel has been chartered and is now 
fitting out for the voyage, and I expect she will leave on or abou^ tbe 
8th instant. 

1 have instructed this agent ta forward to your honorable self all and 
every particular of this visit. 

The most rigid scrutiny will fail to prove that I have ever pledged the 
Government of the United States to either protection over, or annexa- 
tion of, tbe Samoan group, but I have inculcated in tbe minds of the 
people such a friendly feeling to tbe United States as would make any 
action of our Government in tbe future legitimate and easy. The senti- 
ment of tbirty*six thousand people of Samoa is with me, and they will 
ever pray for my return. 
1 have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



List of coptea of letterSj declarations^ and protests forwarded hff Colonel Steinherger to the 

H<m. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, Washington : 

A. Translation and copy of native document referring to a meeting held at Samoa. 

B. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to Captain Stevens, E. N., Her Majesty's 
ship Barracouta, regarding the seiznre and despoiling of the schooner-yacht Peerless, 

C. Letter from United States consul, Samoa, to Colonel Steini)erger. 

D. Copy of letter from Captain Stevens, R. N., to United States consul^ Levaka, re- 
specting Messrs. Steinherger and Coe. 
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E. Copy of protest from Colonel Steinberger to CaptaiD Stevens, R. N. 

F. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to I. M. Brower, esq., United States con- 
sal, L<evuka, inclosing documents. 

G. Copy of protest from Colonel Steinberger to Captain Stevens, R. N. 

H. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to United States consul, Fiji, requesting 
information of the receipt of certain documents. 

I. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to Captain Stevens, K. N. 

J. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to Secretary of State, Washington, com- 
municating certain facts and charges. 

K. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to the United States consul, Fiji, inclos- 
ing copies of protests of himself and J. M. Coe to Captain Stevens, Her Majesty's 
ship Barraconta. 

L. Copy of letter from United States consul, Levuka, to Colonel Steinberger. 

M. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to the United States consul, Levuka, 
requesting afiSdavit. 

N. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to the United States vice-consul, com- 
mnnicating certain facts for transmission to the State Department, Washington. 

O. Copy of letter from United States vice-consul, Levuka, to Colonel Steinberger, 
communicating certain facts. 

P. Copy of declaration and protest of A. B. Steinberger, esq. 

Q. Declaration of Ezra Williams. 

R. Declaration of Ebenezer Hadrill, 

S. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to Commodore Hoskins. 

T. Copy of letter from Commodore Hoskins to Colonel Steinberger. 

U. Letter from Lieutenant Maxwell to Colonel Steinberger. 

V. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to the President of the United States. 

W. Copy of letter from Colonel Steinberger to the United States vice-consul, Auck- 
land, inclosing documents. 

X. Extract from N. Y. Herald, 3d June, 1876. 

Y. Letter from A; D. C. to governor of Fiji. 



[Inolosnre A.] 
fTranslatioQ of oative document.] 

An interview between Taiatqfu and LitOf secretary^ and Mr, Turner, the doctor, in the house of 

the latter, on the lAth December, 1875. 

It was then and there that Mr. Turner required of Tuiatafu and Lilo an explanation 
of the speech of Suatele on 26th November, relative to the sand and the grass. It was 
then and there that Tuiatafu first appeared at Mr. Turner's house, and Lilo, following 
shortly afterward, found Tuiatafu and Mr. Turner conversing together at 8 o'clock in 
the morning. 

Tuiatafu inquired the reason why Suatele was to be tried again. 

Question. (Tuiatafu.) What is the will of the premier? 

Answer. The decision of the premier is that there is no harm meant by Suatele. The 
meaning is to cultivate the land. 

A. You are all indeed stupid. Why do you ask after the customs of the great an- 
cient powers of Rome and Arabia instead of continuing on with your Samoan customs? 

Q. Is it correct that in a speech you made yon compared the premier to Jesus ? 

A. It is indeed true. 

Q. Why did yon speak of such a serious matter, and against the desire of the govern - 
meut f There must be protection sought from some other power for your government. 

A. Indeed, how is that f 

Q. It is you that has led us astray. We know now that the gentleman has no ap- 
pointment. 

A. Sir, I am very angry with you, 

A. (Tuiatafu.) Why so 1 

A. You are very changeable. You have first told ns that this gentleman was ap- 
pointed here by the Government of America, and through him all war in these islands 
would cease, and if it were not for him we would fight again. 

A. (Mr. Turner.) It is better there should be war than to be led astray. 

A. (Tuiatafu.) If the government of Samoa change to Great Britain, will it not 
bring on war between Great Britain and America? 

A. (Mr. Turner.) Let them have war. We will be qniet here ; if it be the wish 
of Samoa that the man-of-war should remain here in the harbor, she will do so until 
relieved by a large man-of-war from Fiji. 
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A. (Mr. Turner.) It is very good. Continue your meetinf; here and we will go 
with the captain and first lientenaat of the man-of-war to have a deliberation at 
Malua, and we will retnrn to-morrow afternoon, and then you come to my house with 
Lilo in the night, and we will then inform yon in what manner to come ; and when 
we return in the afternoon from Malua, we will send Lisi to Tuiataf u with a message 
saying Mr. Turner requires you to come to his house with an Atna representative, and 
then Tupai and Tuiatafn and Lilo will come. We went there on the 15th December at 
11 o^cIock in the night, and the meeting was composed of Mr. Turner, the doctor, Kev. 
H. Nisbet, and Mr. Turner from Malua, and Tupai, Tuiatafn, and Lilo. 

Q. What about the trial yon had f 

A. The result is that Suatele is lined. 

Q. What is the will of the premier T 

A. He makes no decision. It is with the King and the government. 

Q. Where is the money for Tutiula^s fine of $500 that Mr. Poppe advanced f 

A. Payment of $200 has been made by the court trying the case, and $300 is held by 
the government. Mr. Tnrner, from Malua, then advised us, stating his love for our 
government, and desired us to change our minds about the gentleman you have ap- 
pointed as premier. We have closely examined all his letters, and there is not a 
single letter wherein it states that the American Government will protect yon. It is 
our wish that the government will consider another government, with the English 
man-of-war in the harbor, together with the German man-of-war that is said to be at 
Tutuila; will inform your government which government to select, because we have 
fully examined everything, and find that America will not accept Samoa, and yon re- 
quire some government to protect yon. 

Mr. Turner then went and brought a letter from the Secretary of State of America, 
and read it to us. It stated that the gentleman had no appointment from the Govern- 
ment. Mr. Turner also stated if yon will accept this vessel she will remain here at 
Apia, and send a letter to Fiji for a large man-of-war to come here, and this one will 
proceed on her voyage. 

Mr. Turner, the doctor, then stated : " I wish it to be distinctly understood that if 
any difficulties should arise at some future day, we wash our hands clear of all blame.'' 

A. (Tuiatafu.) We are much pained with the words of Mr. Turner. In what manner 
will you be clear of blame f Was it not you all that opened the way T And you all 
now back out. Who were the first movers in this thing f It was yourself and Will- 
iams who advised us to accept this gentleman and let Samoa live in peace ; and the 
government then held a deliberation in the square in front relative to a flag to adopt. 
A flag was draughted — the one we now have — which the gentleman took away with 
him, and it was made and returned to us, and the government now has it. But at first 
we had a red flag, which was in accordance with the wish of the people. 

And then we hskd a meeting at the house of Mr. Collie. You made a speech, as also 
did Tipau and Mr. Coe. Samuel Williams, the consul, was also present. There was 
not a dissenting voice among you. It was agreed by yon all that we should accept 
this gentleman and the government should hoist the flag. Hamilton and Samuel Will- 
iams opposed the hoisting of the flag, and then this gentleman came with Mr. Brown 
from Savaii, and the Taimua and Faipula awaiting Colonel Steinberger's approval. 
Colonel Steinberger came and called for the letters of white people that had been to the 
government, and which was produced, and the gentleman examined the manner in 
which they were addressed. ''This is my letter to the government at Mulinuu, where 
the Taimua and Pule and Arga are." That was the address of all the white people's 
letters. 

Colonel Steinberger then said, " Hoist the flag in the afternoon." Mr. Turner and 
Tepaia were present. The foregoing is related by Tupai in reference to the interview 
we had. 

TITPAL 

TUIATAFU. 

LILO. 



[Inolosnre B.] 
Mr, Steinberger to Captain Stevens. 

Mulinuu, December 20, 1875. 
Capt. C E. Stevens, 

Commanding Her British Majesty^s Ship Barraoouta : 

Sir : The schooner-yacht Peerless, seized by the United States consul, S. S. Fosten 
on the morning of the 17th December, 1875, is an American-built vesi^el, registered in 
the name of Jerome B. Ford, an American citizen, of San Francisco, State of Califor- 
nia. (Register No. 59, February 27, 1874.) This vessel has been under my entire con- 
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a 

trol since that date; all purchase-papers, mort^ges, and agreements to this proof are 
known to the Hon. Alfred Poppe, Gerniau cuusul. There has been a general recogni- 
tion of such control being vested in myself here, and acknowledgment of the same 
by letters in my possession from Rear-Admiral Almy, U. S. N., commanding North Pa- 
cific sqnadron. 

S. S. Foster, United States consul, with two daughters, were passengers on the said 
yacht to Tonga and return. 

Why has not the United States consul made such seizure heretofore, or did the cause 
only occur on Friday at ten minutes past 8 a. m. f 

I have waited three days for a notification of this outrage from the United States 
consul. It has not yet come. 

The captain of the vessel is absent. Upon her last trip to Leone, island of Tutuila , 
she was commanded by Greorge Pritchard, an English subject. 1 have seen fit to give 
her to the use of the Samoan government in transporting government officers betweeii 
the districts. Missionaries, their teachers, and families have for months had a free 
passage u r>on this yacht, and from her cabin has gone up prayer for the peace and hap- 
piness of Samoa and its people. 

The gun upon the bow of the Peerless (a boat-howitzer, bronze) has been used only 
in salutes; this arm is one of others presented with ammunition to the Samoan rulers, 
by the Government of the United States of America, and specified by the State De- 
partment of the United States of America, letters of instruction to Col. A. B. Stein- 
beri^er, bearing date Department of State, Washington, December 11, 1874, accompa- 
nied by a complete invoice from Army Navy Department of the United States of 
America. This arm was mounted upon the Peerless under authority by the officers and 
crew of the United States war-steamer Tuscarora, and the said arm bears the stamp of 
a United States' arsenal. 

To an officer commanding a war-vessel of Her Britannic Majesty, it would be unbe- 
coming for me to speak of the American consul and his acts. 

Presenting in brief such facts, I do now protest against Her Britannic Majesty's o ffi- 
cers despoiling and dismantling the said yacht Peerless, and dismantling a gnu placed 
there by an American war- vessel, and the said yacht being without a captain and hav- 
ng but two seamen and a cook on board as crew. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have the honor to be, your obedient serv- 
ant» 

A. B. STEIN6ERGEB. 



[Inclosnre C] 
Mr, Foster to Mr, Steinherger. 

United States Consulate, Apia, March 29, 1876. 

A. B. Steinbbrger : 

Sir : Mr. Waters, having full charge of your effects, has the auction accounts. 
I am, sir, yours, &c., 

8. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 



[Inolosore D.] 
Captain JStevens to Mr, Foster respecting Messrs. Steinherger and Coe, 

Barracouta, Samoa, April 5, 1876. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith papers connected with the two persons 
named in the margin, (Mr. St'Cinberger and Mr. Coe,) whom I was requested to bring 
away from Samoa by the American consul there, (vide inclosures 1 and 2;) and as I 
find I cannot legally detain them in English waters, I have set them at liberty. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 

Captain, B, N, 
The American Consul, Levuka, Fiji, 
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[Inclosare S.] 

(Commnnioation 4.) 

A, B. Steinherger to Captain Charles E. Stevens ^ R, N,, commanding Her Majesty's ship Bat- 

' raooutaf in port^ Levukay Fijif communicating protest, 

let. My commaDication of the 5th instant recapitulates your instructions from the 
American consul in Apia to land me in Auckland, New Zealand. Conditions in such 
communication set forth can in no wise be ambiguous, and will be forwarded to the 
commodore of the Australian station. 

2d. I deny your lack of time to read my communication of the 5th instant. I pro- 
test against yonr equivocal determination to land me in Levuka after knowing the 
conditions as set forth in my communication of the 5th instant. 

3d. I do now solemnly protest against all, every, and each action of yourself, per- 
sonally or officially, in the matter of the seizure of my person and the despoiling of 
my property. 

I have the honor to be^ sir, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBEBGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa. 
Levuka, Fiji, April 6, 1876. 



flndosnre F.] 
(Communication 1.) 

A. B, Steinherger to J. M, Browne, esq,. United States consul at Levuka, Fiji, inclosing cer- 
tain documents, 

I beg leave to inclose official communication to Capt. Charles E. Stevens, B. N., 
commanding Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, without comment. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBEBGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa, 



finolosare G — Same as Inolosnre E.l 

Mr, A, B, Steinherger to Capt. Charles E, Stevens, B. N,, commanding Her Majesties ship 

Barraoonta, in port, Levuka, Fiji, communicating protest. 

1st. My communication of the 5th instant recapitulates your instructions from the 
American consul in Apia to land me in Auckland, New Zealand, with my papers. Con- 
ditions in such communication set fofth can in no wise be ambiguous, and will be for- 
warded to the commander of the Australian squadron. 

2d. I deny your lack of time to read my communication of the 5th instant. I pro- 
test against your equivocal determination to land me in Levuka after knowing the 
conditions as set forth in my communication of the 5th instant. 

3d. I do now solemnly protest against all, every, and each action of yourself, x>erBon- 
ally or officially, in the matter of the seizure of my person and the despoiling of my 
property. 

• I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBEBGER, 
United States Special Agent to Samoa, 
Lbvuka, Fiji, April 6, 1876. 



[InoloBnre H.] 

Mr. Steinherger to Mr, Browne, 

Levuka, Fiji, April 7, 1876. 
J. M. Browne, Esq., 

United Slates Consul, Fiji: 

Sir : When Captain Stevens landed me here, he stated that my private papers wonld 
be turned over to the American consul. 

Will you please advise me of the receipt of such papers, and your instruotiont 
thereon ? 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGEB. 
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[Indoflnre I.] 

Mr, A, B, Steinherger to CapU Charles E. SievenSy B. N, 

Levuka, Fiji, 
Her Majestjfa Steamer Barracouta, April 5, 1876. 

Sir : AssnmiDg that yoa act UDder instructioDs of the American consul at Apia, S. 
8. Foster, my liberty as an American citizen and a spec^ial agenttof my Governmeut, 
denied by you, an ofBcer of Her Majesty's service. Without indulging in comments 
upon the past, I have now respectfully to say : 

1st. That on the 4th day of April, at or about the hour of 3- p. m., in the port ox 
Levuka, Fiji, Captain Stevens, upon the quarter-deck of the Barracouta, in the pres- 
ence of First Lieutenant McLeod, stated thac he was instructed by the American con- 
sul at Apia to turn Mr. Steinberger with his papers over to the American consul at 
Auckland. 

2d. About the hour of 10 p. m. Captain Stevens entered the office of the ship, to 
which my room opens, and said he wished to see me with the first lieutenant. I re- 
plied that I would put my coat on and be at his service at once. We met on the quar- 
ter-deck with Lieutenant Maxwell, when Captain Stevens asked me if I wished to bo 
landed here, (Levuka.) My answer was ''No." 

Knowing that I could not communicate with my Grovemment, and that at Auckland 
I could avail myself of the telegraph, I considered this my duty ; moreover, to be landed 
here, would placid me as a stranger in a country where I could have no communi- 
cation, and penniless. 

I beg to state that I am now ready to be put upon shore here (Levuka) upon the fol- 
lowing conditions, viz : 

Ist. That my papers be returned to me. 

2d. That I be placed in funds to support me while here and carry me to San Fran- 
ciseo. 

3d. That the captain of Her Majesty's steamer Nymphe will carry for me a sealed 
letter to the commodore of the Australian squadron, Her Migesty's service, with two 
open telegrams to be transmitted from Auckland. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGEB. 



[iDclosnre J.J « ' 

Mr. Steinherger to Mr, Fish, 

Levuka, Fiji, April 7, 1676. 

Sir : On the 5th instant I was released by Captain Stevens from custody as a prisoner 
on board Her Majesty's ship Barracouta. On the 4th instant the said Captain Stevens 
informed me that he was ordered by the United States consul at Apia to take me to 
Auckland, and place me with papers in the hands of the United Slates consul at 
that port. The officials of this colony denouncing his acts, he landed me here against 
my written protest. 

My report from Auckland, New Zealand, will give full particulars of my suffering 
and the repeated outrages to the American flag, as well as the foul conspiracy in which 
S. S. Foster, United States consul at Apia, has played no small part, and been largely 
a pecuniary gainer. All of my personal and other property has been seized and sold, 
and no account rendered to myself. 

My papers and much of the government (Samoan) archives seized. 

I charge S. S. Foster, United States consul, with intercepting and appropriating for 
months my private mail, giving copies of dispatches from yourself, the Hon. Sec- 
retary of State, and others to English officers, the same having been exhibited in this 
place to colonial officers, and of furnishing copies of all important papers to Capt. 
Charles E. Stevens. I charge uaid consul with making and organizing a vile conspiracy, 
associating men with him who are regardless of truth, and morally incapable of com- 
prehending the sanctity of an oath, to destroy a government founded upon justice 
and truth, violating laws, seizing personal property for his own use, and attempting 
to sully the honor of the United States. All efforts to overthrow the Samoan govern- 
ment and England to get foothold have failed. 

Five successive times the capital of Samoa has been invaded by armed men from 
Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, which at last resulted in bloodshed, and the name of 
England held in abhorrence by the Samoans, for every effort was made by the said 
Captain Stevens to prejudice the natives by publicly insulting the American flag aud 
His Excellency the President of the United States. 

Certain of a vindication of my past action, I am confident in my integrity of purpose. 
I go to Auckland, New Zealand, to confront Capt. Charles E. Stevens before a cour^ 
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to be convened by his snperior officers. In doing this I am too well aware that the 
United States consul at that port has received an ex-parte statement, from Consal 
Foster, that I go without papers or documentary evidence. 
Believing this proceeding to be for the honor of my country, 
I have the honor to he your most obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Special Agent to Samoa, 



[Inolosnre K.] 

Mr, Stdnherger to Mr, Browne, 

Levuka, Fui, Jpril 7, 1876. 

Sir : I beg to inclose copies of protests by J. M. Coe and myself to Capt. Charles. E. 
Stevens, R. N., commanding Her Majesty's ship Barracouta. 

I forward originals of these papers by a marine, with duplicates and other documents 
addressed to Commodore Hoskins, R.N., commanding Her Majesty's squadron, Aus- 
tralian station. 

The letters to Captain Stevens were returned unopened, but inclosed in plain 
envelopes, about 8 p. m. 6ch instant. My communications to Commodore Hoskins 
have been handed to me this afternoon. Will you please make note of the return of 
such paper, and advise me of the manner of their return T 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 



J. M. Browne, Esq., 

United States Consul, Fiji, 



A. B. STEINBERGER. 



finolosare L.] 
Mr. Drury to Mr, Steinherger, 

United States Commercial Agency, 

Levuka Oralan, Mjif April 8, 1876. 

Sir : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your two communications of the 7th in- 
stant, one inclosing protests from Mr. Jonas M. Coe and yourself to Capt. Charles E. 
Stevens, R. N., commanding Her Britannic Mtgesty's ship Barracouta ; also makiug 
inquiries as to the time and manner I received your two letters addressed to Commo- 
dore Hoskins, commanding Australian station. 

In regard to the two letters received by me, addressed to Commodore Hoskins, I will 
state that they were brought to my house on the evening of the 6th instant at a quarter 
to 9 o'clock, by an officer of Her Majesty's navy, with simply a message from Captain 
Stevens that the letters inclosed to me he had received from yon, and that he declined 
to take any communication froni yon. 

With respect to your communication in which you state that Captain Stevens in- 
formed you on the day he landed you that your private papers would be handed over 
to this office. I have to remark that Captain Stevens did not hand me any private pa- 
pers of vours, nor did he allude to them in any of his communications to me. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

C. W. DRURY, 
United States Vice Commercial Agent, 



[Indosare M.] 

Mr, Steinherger to Mr. Drury, 

Levuka, Fiji, April 10, 1876. 

Sir: Will you please furnish me with your affidavit (for use in Auckland) denial of 
Captain Stevens's assertion that he returned my protests and letters to the commander, 
under your advice f If possible, original letters of Captain Stevens to yourself, and 
copies of such other papers as yon may deem of value to myself. 
If I can aid you in a clerical capacity during the day, please command me. 
Your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Special Agent to Samoa, 
C. W. Drury, Esq., 

United States Vioe'Consulf Levuka, 
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[Inclosare N.] 
Mr, SUinherger to Mr. Drury. 

Lkvuka, Fiji, April 10, 1876. 

Sir : I have the hoDor to lay before yoa certain facts for yoar own information and 
for traosmission to the State Department at Washington, viz : 

1. On the 8th day of February, at or about the hour of 10 a. m., I was seized by tho 
ofiBcers and armed crew of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barraconta, at Mulinnn, 
the capital of Samoa, under what purported to be a requisition of the United States 
consul at Apia, Samoa, the object of such seizure to be the deportation of myself. 

2. At the time of my seizure I was acting in the capacity of premier of the Samoan 
government. 

3. From the date of my capture I have been held a prisoner on the said Barraconta, 
under an armed guard with ball-cartridge, up to the afternoon of the 5th day of April, 
»t which time I was put upon shore in tnis port by and under the orders of Captain 
Stevens, R. N., commanding Her Majesty's ship Barracouia, against my written protest. 

4. On or about the hour of 2 p. m., April 4, Captain Stevens, two hours before an- 
choring in the port of Levuka, informed me, in the presence of witnesses, that he was 
inutrncted by the American consul in Apia to land me with my papers in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

5. With intent and purpose prejudicial to myself, and serving to reflect discredit 
upon the Goverument of the United States, the said Captain Stevens and other offi- 
cers of Her Majesty's government have, while in this port, exhibited what purported 
to be true and correct copies of letters from an official in Washington addressed to 
myself, with other and sundry of my private papers. 

6. My personal property in Samoa has been seized, plundered, sold, and scattered by 
S. S. Foster, United States consul in Apia. 

7. Property of tho United States Oovernment intrusted to my care has been seized 
and sold. Tlie United States consul, with the aid and comfort of Captain Stevens, 
Royal Navy, has by such action publicly sought to bring discredit upon the United 
States of America. 

8. A bronze boat-howitzer, with other property presented in April, 1875, by the 
United States to Samoa, through myself, then United States special agent, is now upon 
Her Majesty's ship Barraconta and en route to Auckland, New Zealand. 

I most respectfully present these facts in brief without argument, and have also to 
state that I consider it my duty to repair at once to Auckland, New Zealand, there to 
confront Capt. Charles £. Stevens beiore such court or courts as may be convened by 
his superior officer, or other inquiries. 

My painful position here as a stranger without funds is known to yourself, and I now 
most respectfully ask that you, as a United States representative, furnish me with 
subsistence and transportation, confident that your requiuition upon the Treasury in 
Washington will be honored. Your kindly advice and earnest expression of sympathy 
make roe indeed grateful. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBEBGER, 
Late United States Special Agent to Samoa. 
Charles W. Drury, Esq., 

United States Fioo-Coneul, Levuka, 



rinclosare 0.1 
Mr, Drury to Mr, Steinherger, 

United States Commercial Agency, 
Leimka, OtjUau, Fijif Apnl 11, 1876. 
A. B. Steinberger, Esq. : 

Sir : In reference to the statement you made to me on the 8th instant, that Captain 
Suttie, R. N., commanding Her Majesty's ship Nymph, stated to you that Capt. Charles 
E. Stevens, R. N., commanding Her Majesty's ship Barraconta, had stated to him that 
I had asked him (Captain Stevens) to forward to this office any letters he might re- 
ceive from you, is simply without any foundation. 

On the afternoon that the Barraconta sailed, in the evening Captain Stevens sent his 
secretary to this office with two letters, which he informed me you had sent addressed 
to Captain Stevens. He also stated that Captain Stevens would not receive them, and 
that he had sent him to hand them over to me. I declined to receive them and handed 
them bapk to the clerk, and he took them away. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

C. W. DRURY, 
United States Vtoe'Commeroial Agent 
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9 

(Inolosare P.] 

Deelaraiion and protest ofA,B, Steinherger, 

Know all men by these presents that I, Albert Barnes Steinberger, late United States 
of America special agent at Samofk in the South Pacifio, and afterward premier of the 
Si'Hoan government, do hereby solemnly declare and protest as follows : 

lat. That Capt. Charles £. Stevens, commanding Her Britannic Mfgesty'sship of war 
Barraconta, on or about the 8th day of Febraary last past, illegally seized my person, 
held me a prisoner on board the said ship, and brought me on to Levuka, in the British 
colony of Fiji, against my will, and then set me free, bnt without money or means, and 
whilst I was neld snch prisoner caused my private papers to be secured, and amongst 
others a document purporting to be a contract between the mercantile house of J. Cesar 
Godefroy &, Sons, of Hamburg, made and signed at Hamburg, for the improvement of 
their trade or commerce with Samoa, and which was subscribed by me as and when a 
private citizen of the United States only, and when I was untrammeled by any official 
duties or connection with the Samoan government. 

2d. That upon my arrival at Apia, in Samoa, in April, 1875, 1 notified Alfred I. Poppe, 
esq., then acting general-consul for Samoa and managing the factory there of the 
aforesaid J. Cesar Godefroy & Sons, that as I had entered upon certain duties in connec- 
tion with the Samoan government, and therefore could not carry out the provisions of 
the said contract and should not hold myself bound by it, and that this notification 
was given to the said acting consul before the departure from Samoa of the United 
States ship of war Tnscarora, in which vessel I had arrived from the United States, and 
that I also conveyed to Messrs. J. C. Godefroy & Sons, at Hamburg, a similar notifica- 
tion through one Mr. C. H. Blake, a passenger per Tnscarora for Europe. 

3d. That I have never, as premier of the Samoan government, dealt with the said 
bouse of J. C. Godefroy & Sons or their agents, or committed the government of Samoa 
directly or indirectly to anv of the provisions of the before-mentioned document. 

4th. That on behalf of the Samoan government I have only dealt with the house of 
Ruge, Hedemann & Co. in chartering the schooner Levuka to sail for Honolulu with 
one Mr. Frank Piatt as the bearer or certain dispatches to the said United States Oov- 
ernment at Washington. 

5th. And that the said Capt. Charles E. Stevens illegally and wrongfully availed 
himself of the before-mentioned document and other private papers of mine, without 
my consent or authority, and as I verily believe used the same to the disparagement 
of myself and the said United States Government, and in collusion with one S. S. 
Foster, the present United States consul at Apia aforesaid, who there declared himself 
my opponent and enemy. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be trae, 
and do hereby also solemnly protest against and object to the aforesaid act of the said 
Capt. Charles E. Stevens and S. S. Foster respectively, and by virtue of the laws in 
that behalf enabling me so to do. 

At Levuka, in the British colony of Fiji, this I2th day of April, A. D. 1876. 

A. B. STEINBEEGER. 



[iDolosare Q.] 

Declaration of Ezra Williams. 

I, Ezra Williams, of Levuka, in the colony of Fiji, mariner, do solemnly and sin- 
cerely declare — 

1. That I was bom at Upolu, an island of the Samoan group. I am a half-caste; my 
mother was a full Samoan and my father an American negro. 

2. That on or about the 1st day of December, 1875, 1 was engaged to act as pilot for 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barraconta, to pilot her to Tonga, Friendly Islands, bat 
the said ship sailed to Apia, (Samoan group,) and when on shore there I acted as the 
personal servant of Captain Stevens, commander of above ship. 

3. On the 8th of February I was present at Mulinuu, Samoa, when the Taimua and 
Faipule were present, with Captain Stevens and staff, and a body of armed men, and 
Albert Barnes Steinherger was arrested and conveyed on board tl^e Barracouta. 

4. That immediately after the arrest of the said Albert Barnes Steinherger, thetbeo 
King of Samoa, Malietoa, was arrested by the members of the then Samoan government 
and dethroned and banished to Savaii. 

5. That on the 13th of March there w^s ^ fight at Mulinuu, between the sailors of 
the Barracouta and the Samoans. John Hull acted as interpreter to Captain Stevens. 
I was ordered to go on shore ; the sailors were drawn up in front of the church. Wben 
the fight was over I saw the ship Barracouta's cutters laying close to the shore. 
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6. That I received two United States naval shirts from Samoan natives, and wore 
same on hoard and on shore. Willie Yandel wore a shirt like mine. He was servant 
to Captain Stevens. He heoame his servant at Samoa ; that he was previously Albert 

Barnes Steinberger's servant. 

IV « « * « j» • « 

8. That I heard that Albert Barnes Steinberger's papers were seized. The Samoans 
were angry at Mr. Steinberger bein^ arrested ; they blamed the king for it. That the 
Samoans were angry with me for being with the man-of-war people ; they woald not 
speak to me. That the ship did not send a doctor after the fight was over to see the 
wonnded Samoans. 

9. That while on board the Barraconta Albert Barnes Steinberger was under arrest ; 
armed sailors used to guard him on deck. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, 
and by virtue of the laws in that behalf enabling me so to do. 
At Levuka, in the colony of Fiji, this 12th day of April, A. D. 1876. 

EZRA WILLIAMS. 
J. H. GARRICK, 

C. P. M, 

J. H. Garrick; late associate jud^e of Levnka, has expunged section 7 of inclosed 
document for reasons not to be explained. Such decision known to R. I. P. Sullivan 
and O. R. Forwood. 

Mr. Garrick declined to take the foregoing declaration unless paragraph 7 was ex- 
punged, on the grounds of its slanderous effects. 

W. CULLIEU, 
Solicitor, Ltvuka, 
Witness to signature : 
J. M. Brown. 



rincloBuie B.] 

Declaration of Ehenezer Hadrill in reference to the arrival and sale of the yacht Peerless 

in Auckland, 

I, Ebenezer Hadrill, of Jermyn street, Auckland, New Zealand, shipping reporter to 
the New Zealand Herald, a journal published in Auckland, do solemnly declare : 

That on the eleventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and seventy -six, 
the schooner-yacht Peerless arrived in the port of Auckland, New Zealand, in charge of 
Capt. Murdock McKenzie, master of the bark Martha, belonging to the port of Auck- 
land; that the captain informed me that he had purchased the said Peerless from 
Capt. Charles E. Stevens, of Her Majesty's ship Barraconta, and Mr. S. S. Foster, 
United States consul at Samoa, and that the same had been seized in Samoan waters 
from Col. A. B. Steinberger for an alleged breach of the neatrality laws by carrying 
arms in and upon the said vessel ; that I was informed that the price paid for the same 
was about four hundred pounds sterling ; that shortly after the arrival of the yacht 
Peerless I inspected the same and found her to be a vessel of about 45 tons measure- 
ment or register ; that after I inspected her I caused to be inserted in the shipping 
columns of the New Zealand Herald of the 16th day of February the account here- 
unto annexed and marked " A j" that I considered her quite unfit for carrying cargo ; 
that upon the 2Gth day of April Is^st I attended a sale by auction at Messrs. B. Tonks 
&, Oo/s mart, in Auckland, when the said schooner-yacht Peerless was put up at auc- 
tion ; that there was on the occasion a large attendance of merchants and others, and 
that the sale attracted considerable attention ; that several gentlemen appeared anx- 
ious to become possessed of the vessel, providing a good title could be given to the pur- 
chaser ; that in reply to questions put the auctioneer stated that the title sent with the 
vessel from Samoa had been pronounced informal by the collector of customs at Auck- 
land, and that the same had been sent back to Samoa for amendment, consequently 
no title could be given by the vendor to the purchaser, but a guarantee would be given 
to deliver a title within three months ; that consequently the belief that no legal 
title could be given, many who would have bid for the vessel refrained from compet- 
ing for her ; that a gentleman present was pointed out to me as representing Mr. Jus- 
tice Gellies, judge of the supreme court of New Zealand, who had attended with a 
view to purchase the said vessel for use as a pleasure-yacht, but owing to the reasons 
set forth above, refused to bid for her; that there being little or no competition, the 
yacht was knocked down for the sum of five hundred and twenty-five pounds to Mr. 
G. W. Owen, a merchant in this city, who, I believe, previously held a share in her 
since her purchase from the captain of the Barraconta and the American consul at 
Samoa ; that the sum is, to my opinion, considerably below the value ; that on or about 
the 8th day of May last the said schooner-yacht Peerless was chartered from the person 
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possessing ber for the conreyance of a qnantity of cargo to Penrhyn Island, and a Cap- 
tnin Keane was engaged as master of her ; that the sehoouer-yacbt was brongot along- 
side the Queen-street wharf^ and 20 tons of lead ballast, according to the customs en- 
tries, was taken out of her and sold, I am informed, to a plumber in this city ; thai; 
the said schooner-yacht was fitted oat for the voyage, and provided with extra sails, 
which were bent while she lay alongside the wharf; that her cabin was filled with 
miscellaneous stores and cargo, the said vessel having no hold ; that on the point of 
the vessel being cleared ont at the cnstom-hoase for her destination the said Captain 
Keane refused to proceed to sea in her, alleging that with such a large quantity of 
cargo on board he did not consider the yacht seaworthy ; that to my knowledge the 
trading-schooner Chary bdls, 98 tons register, was then chartered in her place, and the 
cargo on board the Peerless transferred to her ; that on the 15th day of May last the said 
schooner Chary bdis was cleared ont at the custom-house by Captain Keane, who had 
transferred his command with the following cargo, a large portion of which bad been 
transshipped from the Peerless : Two boxes tobacco, two packages tea, twenty mats 
sngar, three bags rice, three cases sardines, two quarter-casks rum, ten cases Geneva, 
four cases bottled beer, five cases kerosene, four camp-ovens, one grindstone, six bas- 
kets, two tubs, one cask beer, four bundles shovels, one keg butter, six cases sardiues, 
one cask ironmongery, two tins biscuit, one tin flour, two tons potatoes, one sack ooioDs, 
one drum oil, five tins paint, two cases iron, seven casks beef, eight cases. That to the 
best of my belief the Charybdis sailed on the following day, while the befure-mentioned 
schooner-yacht Peerless has since been laid up in port, and is now lying at anchor in 
the Wailematu Harbor. 

That I make the foregoing statement, finally, believing the same to be true and cor- 
rect. As witness my hand this thirty-first day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-six. 

E. HADRILL. 

Declared before me at Auckland the thirty-first day of May, one thousand eight han- 
dred and seventy-six. 

J. C. H. MURLAND, J. P. 



flnolosnre S.1 

A. B, Steinherger to Commodore Roakins, communicating certain facta with regard to the late 

Samoan difficulty, 

Auckland, New Zealand, May 2, 1876. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit original and copies of certain papers for yonr in- 
formation which were returned to me at Levnka, Fiji ; and I have a statement f'om 
the United States consul disproving the allegation that Captain Stevens returned these 
papers at the instance of the American consul. I am confident that your investiga- 
tions in Samoa will develop the existence of a conspiracy to destroy my authority, in 
which the United States consul, S. S, Foster, Dr. George A. Turner, and one Young, 
from the Fiji Islands, were associated. 

The first chapter in such proceedings was a meeting between Dr. George A. Tamer, 
Rev. George Turner, and Mr. Nesbit, (Loudon Missionary Society,) and three Samoan 
chiefs, Tuiatafu, Lilo, and Tupai, the latter one of the three prisoners on board the 
Barracouta, and transferred to the Sapphire. This meeting was held on the night of the 
14th December, two days after the arrival of the said Barraconta at the house of Dr. 
George A. Turner, and was the first chapter in the history of the Samoan difficulty. 
The statement of these three chiefs under oath was forwarded by me, with all other 
subsequent proceedings, to the authorities at Washington by a special commissioner, 
and it was this clandestine meeting which first filled the minds of the natives with 
alarm and distrust. 

The seizure of the yacht Peerless on the 17th of December is too well known for me 
to intrude my arguments, though I declare that it was well known that I was prepar- 
ing her for sea to carry my dispatches to the Departments at Washington, United 
States of America. 

I presume to suggest that the commodore will avail himself of— 

1st. The services of one Mathew Hunkin, of Leone Tntuila, a resident of forty-five 
years' standing, and often my interpreter. 

2d. That Bishop Elloy (Catholic) and the Wesleyan missionaries be consulted. 

3d. That Mr. William Williams, brother of Her Majesty^ consul at Apia, who was 
for a long period my private secretary, be judicially examined ; his honesty and real 
integrity of purpose, joined to his intimate knowledge of my private character and 
public life in Samoa, will enable a court to develop mdch genuine information. 

4tb. During my administration I never permitted the native soldiers being trained in 
the use of ammunition. They were ignorant of the use of shell and other explosives. 
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Their mouDted pieces had never heen fired except in salntes (blan^) daring the stay 
of the United States steamer Tascarora. The keys to the magazine were kept by my- 
self, aud the dnplioate in the safe of the English cousnl, where I believe it now to be. 

In three meetings at the capital I prevented the native government having a gnard, 
though Captain Stevens forced himself upon the government, escorted by an armed 
giUKra, (so-called gnard of honor.) 

From the honr of the arrival of Her Majesty's ship Barraconta, every effort was 
made to prejudice the natives and to publicly and privately cast odium personally 
upon myself. 

If I was without authority from the Government of the United States, that Govern- 
ment will best know how to deal with me, and expressions from me at ,this hour un- 
accompanied by documents will be valueless. 

I was and still am premier of the Samoan Kingdom, a government officially recog- 
nized by the Kingdom of Hawaii, and a treaty is now pending in Washington for rati- 
fication by the United States. 

We, the people of Samoa, were in the midst of peace, the population happy and grow- 
ing prosperous, with no taxation upon the whites other than duties upon spirits and 
license from grog-shops, added to the old per-capita tax of $1. 

Rigid inquiry will vindicate my former statements that I continually ^aid to the 
native chiefs, ''You mnst never attempt strife; your weakness is your strength, and 
this will be recognized by the great powers." 

I have regarded my seizure as being a calamity to the Samoans, and the indirect 
cause of the death of the gallant men of Her Majesty's service. 

The seizure of my papers and government archives, and the sale and auction of my 
personal property, was an outrage. 

The international question I will not deal with. 

Confident of final justice, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Special Agent to Samoa. 



finclosure T.] 

Commodore Hoskins to A. B, Steinherger. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Pearl, 

Auckland, May 3, 1876. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d May, 1876, 
inclosing one of the 6th April, 1876, and other inclosures, *' communicating certain 
facts relating to the late Samoan difficulty." 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. H. HOSKINS, 

Commodore. 
A. B. StEINBERGER, Esq., 

Late United States Special Agent to Samoa, Auckland. 



[iBolosare IT.] 
Lieutenant Maxwell to Mr, Steinberger, 

Barracouta, May 8, 1876, 
My Dear Steinberger: If you can manage it come on board to-morrow. We lunch 
at the usual time, viz, 12 o'clock. MacLeod has gone on leave this afternoon, and the 
captain is shooting. 
To-morrow. 

Yours, sincerely, 

EDWARD MAXWELL. 



[Extract from the Otago Bally Times.] 

Referring to the action of the Barracouta in the Steinberger-Samoan row, the Auck- 
land correspondent of the Otago Daily Times says : " Captain Stevens evidently did 
all that man coald when once engaged in hostilities. The puzzle is how he came to be 
engaged in them at all. It may have been necessary to interfere for the security of 
the white settlers, and this will possibly be found to be the cause. Or it may be that 
he was acting under direct orders, or at the request of the foreign consuls. In the 
former case, it can only be a step toward the annexation of this group and its addition 
to the oolonial empire." 
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[InoloeareV.] 

A, B, Stdfiberger to His Excellency U, 8, Granty Presideni of the United States of America f 
inclosing daily papers of this date and oommwnicating certain facts, 

Auckland^ N. Z., May 8, 1876. 

Sir : I arrived in this port on the 28th nltimo, and found Her Majesty's steamer 
Pearl, flaj^-ship, Commodore Hoskins, Sappho, Nymphe, add Barraconta. 

I was disappointed npon arrival to find that telegraphic communication was inter- 
rupted and that I could not communicate with the Departments at Washington ; and 
that nothing further than a preliminary investigation was held in the case of Capt. 
Cbarles E. Stevens, Royal Navy, commanding Her Majesty's steamer Barracouta, and 
that he is ordered to England for court-martial. 

The letters furnished myself by Your Excellency for thehenefit of the Samoan people 
and others (autograph) addressed to foreign ministers, consuls, and other representa- 
tives of the United States, with other and certain letters from the honorable Secre- 
tary of the Navy, have been seized with all my personal eflfects. That some of the said 
letters have been wantonly exhibited to colonial officers in the Fijis, and published in 
the press of these colonies in a manner calculated to cast discredit upon Your Ex- 
cellency, hut especially to fasten odium upon' myself, not as an individual American, 
but upon the presumption that I was a duly-accredited agent of the United States. 

The illegal seizure of my person and the consequent strife and bloodshed in Samoa 
may prevent the acquisition of that group of islands by Her Majesty's government. 
The lodgment effected, and the native sentiment as to America, with the hearty feel- 
ings evinced upon the receipt of Your Excellency's letters by the ohiefs, has made the 
name of America dominant throughout the group. 

I do now charge the American consul at Apia, S. S. Foster, with aiding and abetting 
a foreign power, displaying an inimical sentiment and action to the United States of 
America. For the furtherance of his views he deemed it necessary to seize and parti- 
cipate in the seizure of my personal property, as well as property of the United States 
Government furnished me by the Navy Department for personal use in the Samoan 
Islands, all of which has been squandered by public and private sale in the port of 
Apia while I was a prisoner upon Her Majesty's steamer Barracouta. 

Her Majesty's steamer Pearl, Commander Hoskins, accompanied by Her Majesty's 
steamer Sappho, has left this port for Samoa, and I am kept in profound ignorauce of 
the object of such expedition. Certain it is that the Samoan government and chiefs will 
resist every attempt of Her Majesty's government for the annexation or even diplo- 
matic control of the islands. It is of the utmost importance that I be for a certain 
period in the Samoan Islands, to take such testimony as will vindicate the action of 
the United States Government, and fairly refute the aggregation of material accumu- 
lated by Capt. Charles E. Stevens, which he has availed himself of in a surrepti- 
tious and dishonorable manner during my imprisonment upon the Barracouta, when, 
for a period of sixty-three days, I h^ no means of communication with the native 
government or friends upon shore. 

I find npon my arrival here the American vice-consul, H. P. Barber, in receipt of 
dispatches from S. S. Foster, United States consul at Apia, inimical to myself, aud of 
a most malicious character; hence I am in the painful position of being prejudged by 
an American representative whose business and associations are purely foreign and 
anti- American. 

May I ask that Your Excellency will give to me such aid and comfort as will enable 
me to refute the unnatural charges made against myself, and support the fervent 
desires of the Samoan people f 

Believing this to be for the honor of my country, I have the honor to be, your very 
obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Commissioner to Samoa, 



rinclosure W.] 

A. B, Stdnberger to H„ P. Barhery United States vice^onsuly commmiicating certain facts, 

with accompanying documents, 

Auckland, June 1, 1876. 

Sir : On Saturday, the 29th April, I requested that you would make certain inquiries 
at the general post-office in Auckland, New Zealand, to recover, if possible, certain 
mails, sealed and addressed to Samoa, the same to my belief containing important 
letters to myself. On the 4th day of May, receiving no positive information from 



AGENCY OP A. B. STEINBEBGER IN SAMOAN ISLANDS, 97 

:your8elf, I called personally upon the postmaster at the boar of 3.20 p. m., and from 
him discovered the fact that a mail-bag destined for Samoa, with the United States 
seal attached, had been forwarded to Samoa by Her Majesty^s steamer Pearl, flag-ship 
of the Australian sqnadron. 

I respectfully ask that yon furnish me with particulars of all and certain arms and 
•ammunition landed and placed in your hands and custody by Capt. Charles E. Stevens, 
commanding Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, property of the Samoan government. 

By virtue of authority vested in me by the Samoan government, I do protest against 
all and every action of the said Charles E. Stevens, of the royal navy, in the interfer- 
ence with the domestic policy of the Samoan government ; and I do further protest — 

Ist. Against the illegal and unwarrantable seizure of my person, with the aid and 
comfort accorded by the United States consul at Apia, by an officer of Her Majesty's 
service. 

2d. The illeg9.1 seizure of the yacht Peerless, the dismantling and despoiling of the 
said craft, and her sale privately, without warning or notification, in violation of law 
and opposed to United States consular instructions. 

3d. I protest against the right or authority of the commander of an English war* 
vessel to receive certified copies of dispatches from Departments at Washington, ad- 
dressed to myself, and the exhibition of the same to officers of the colonial government 
of the Fiji Islands and elsewhere. 

4th. I do declare that the said Capt. Charles E. Stevens, R. N., commanding Her 
Majesty's ship Barracouta, did in various and sundry meetings at the capital, Mulinuu, 
in the presence of assembled chiefs, use contumelious and opprobrious epithets as to 
His Excellency the President of the United States of America, and to Capt. Henry 
£rben, commanding the United States steamer Tnscarora. 

5th. And I do charge the said Capt. Charles E. Stevens with aiding and abetting a 
coDspiracy based upon personal malevolence for the seizure of myself, the seizure and 
illegal sale of my personal property, the same being an outrage perpetrated upon a 
•citizen of the United States, without trial, and opposed to international comity. 

6th. I transmit copy of original protest to Capt. Charles E. Stevens, R. N., command- 
ing Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, against the seizure of the yacht Peerless, and I do 
declare that the seizure and sale of the said boat was illegal and unjustifiable; that 
the same cause for seizure existed when the United States steamer Tusoarora was in 
the port of Apia. 

7th. I respectfully transmit herewith copy of letter from Capt. Charles E. Stevens, 
R. N., to Mr. Drury, United States consul at Levuka, dated Apia, Samoa, April 5, 1876, 
with the significant fact that the Barracouta arrived in the port of Levuka, Fiji, April 
the .4th, 1876. 

8th. On the 6th day of April, 1876, in the port of Levuka, Fiji, I forwarded to the 
said Charles E. Stevens certain protests with letters and official documents addressed 
to Commodore Hoskins, commanding Her Majesty's Australian squadron, which were 
retamed to myself and the American consul at Levuka ; that on the afternoon of the 
■8th of April Captain Suttle, commanding Her Majesty's ship Nymphe, informed me 
orally that Captain Stevens returned the said papers at the instance of the American 
consul in Levuka. I beg to furnish you with copy of official letter from the American 
coDSul, which in itself is a disproval of such statement. 

9th. I have the honor to transmit copy of answer from Commodore Hoskius, which 
will be duly appreciated by j^ou. 

10th. I have respectfully to add that by orders of the American consul at Apia I 
was destined for Auckland, New Zealand, here to be placed in the hands of the Amer- 
ican consul, and that I will demand subsistence and transportation as a citizen of the 
United States, and the said demands not to be prejudicial to all claims, actions, and 
demands, whether in law or in equity, for myself personally or the Government of the 
United States of America. And I do now demand that the ex-parte statements as to 
myself as an ex-officer of the United States may not be received by you and no coun- 
tenance given to the same. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Special Commiasioner to Samoa, 



[IncloBore X.1 

[From the New Zealand Herald, Jane 3, 1676.] 

The recent events in Samoa are gradually assuming an importance whi(h very few 

attached to them at the time, and which will render it very interesting to watch the 

toue of the English and American press when they are in possession of all the facts. 

They will necessaiily be so before we are here, and, little bv little, stray comment^ 

H. Ex. 4:4 7 
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reach ns already. la the Eoglish press the Pall Mall Budget holds the natural opiDion 
that there most be BomethiD||f very bad in Colonel SteinbergeFs case to have indticed 
his own consul to seek the aid of an English man-of-war in deporting him from Samoa. 
Of course this assumes that everything is correct about the consul himself, an assump- 
tion which those who know the South Si a Islands generally will be slow to accept. 
The American papers comment upon the affair in various ways, but, so far as we can 
see, they have hitherto dealt with it only as a part^ weapon and as a means of attack- 
ing or upholding President Grant and the administration. A Congress committee is 
ap]pointed to inquire into the position of Colonel Steinber^er with reference to the* 
United States Government, and Mr. Secretary Fish has stated that Colonel Steinberger 
held no official position. It appears to us, however, that it is less as an official than 
as a citizen of the United States we are likely to hear most of Colonel Steinberger in 
connection with this affair. We are strengthened in this opinion by the perusal 
of a temperate and full account of his arrest supplied to the Commercial Adver- 
tiser of Honolulu by Mr. Coe, another American who was carried to Levuka a& 
a prisoner at the same time in Her Majesty's ship Barraconta. From this account it 
would seem that the Samoaus were perfectly content and rapidly advancing to a 
settled form of government under the constitution framed for them by Steinberger. 
The Peerless, which is spoken of by the Pall Mall Budget as a " piratical vessel,'' wafr 
armed with guns sent to the Samoan government as a present from the Government 
of the United States. Of these guns not one had ever been fired except in salutes, nor 
had the Peerless been used in any warlike way within or without Samoan waters. 
The German residents are in the majority in the group, andtbejr were perfectly satis- 
fied. The English and American residents were divided in opinion, and so were the 
churches engaged in missionary work in the islands. The Wesleyans and Catholics 
took no part in any of the proceedings, but the agent of the London Missionary Society 
seems to have been even more active than Captain Stevens himself. If Mr. Coe's ac- 
count be correct, and we are bound to say that it is in accord with other statements 
published by other persons. Colonel Steinberger and himself were arrested by Captain 
Stevens at the head of a strong armed force, were carried on board the Barracouta 
without trial or form of trial ; were placed in different parts of the vessel with an 
armed sentry over each prisoner, and were finally landed destitute and by force on the 
beach at Levuka. The Peerless was seized, and her masts were taken out by a party 
from Barracouta. Her armament was taken out' and the vessel sold. It is said that 
these arms, with the chronometers and other fittings of the Peerless, were the property 
of the United States Government, lent to the Samoan government, and with the United 
States brand upon them. Colonel Steinberger's papers and his property were seized. 
The papers have never been restored, and tne property was sold, with the exception of 
the above arms, which were handed over by Captain Stevens to the United States consul 
here for safe-keeping. Immediately on the arrest of Colonel Steinberger becoming 
known, the King was dethroned, according to Mr. Coe's account, which is supported in 
this by the known facts of the case. Poor Malietoa tried to get out of the scrape by 
saying he had been taken off to the Barraconta by a well-known Rarotonga man named 
Ta, awd was drunk when he signed the order for Steinberger's arrest. The houses of 
parliament (the Taimn a ani Faipule) would not hear of excuse, but dethroned the King 
forthwith, and deported him to another island. Captain Stevens went for Malietoa 
in the Barracouta tfnd brought him back to Mnlinuu, the capital of Samoa, to re-in- 
state him on the throne. The two houses would still have none of him, and it was 
then that the collision occurred between the Barracouta's crew and the Samoans, 
with the unfortunate results that we all know. 

We do no^ pretend to give any opinion in the absence of the only data on which an 
opinion can be properly based. We should like to know who and what is the Ameri- 
can consul at whos) request Captain Stevens was induced to interfere. We should 
like, also, to know something of the agent of the London Missionary Society, what 
were his motives for interfering so actively, and why he was not joined by the repre- 
sentatives of other churches. The non-interference of the Germans might be attrib- 
uted to the agreement to give a monopoly of the trade to them and to Godefroy, were 
it not that the agreement does not, in the first place, give such a monopoly, and in 
the second place was caoceled by Godefroy 's agents in Samoa as disadvantageous to 
the firm, many months before Captain Stevens interfered. Added to this, there is no 
doubt the existence of the agreement, whatever it may have been worth, was unknown 
until after the arrest of Steinberger and the seizure of his papers. It could not, there- 
fore, h ive had anything to do with the qniotness of the Germans nor with the opposi- 
tion of the United States consul and the agent of the London Missionary Society. Every 
one who has lived in any of the South Sea Islands knows wh it terrible personages 
these consuls and the missionary chiefs are in the little society of the place. They 
have immense power, and are as a rule by no means fitted to wield it. We should not 
feel disposed to attach too much weight to the action of these gentlemen merely because 
they filled certain offi. ial positions ; but the inference drawn by the Pall Mall Budget 
Js a fair one, and Colonel Steinberger's case \s ill be con 1 \eTe6., prima faciBf a very bad one 
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to have caused his own consul to interfere with one who has admittedly gained the 
good-will of the Samoans. Apart from its merits, there are other features which make 
us regret exceedingly that an English ship of war should have interfered at all. The 
seizure of personal property and papers, their sale in some cases and retention in 
others, the imprisonment without trial and the subsequent landing on a foreign shore, 
malie it to be desired that Consul Foster had found one of his own ships of war to do 
the work which Captain Stevens so unaccountably rushed in to perform. Colonel 
Steinberger has preserved a rigid silence throughout. Probably he does not consider 
it necessary to vindicate his conduct to any but his own Government, and of this he 
is, of course, the best judge. We must be content to wait for news from England and 
America, and hear what action the colonel has taken there. In the mean time we may 
safely say that there is evidently much that needs explanation in the conduct of Cap- 
tain Stevens, ^nd of the United States consul with reference not only to the first seizure, 
but to the subsequent treatment of the prisoners, and the sale of their property, for 
whieh tiiere seems to us neither warrant nor excuse. 



[Inolosare T.] 
Letter from the A, D, C. to governor of Ftji to Mr» Steinberger, 

Nasova, April 3, 1876. 

SfR : I am directed by the governor to inform you that he will be glad to see you 
at Nasova should you have any communication which you ma^'' wish to make to his 
excellency. 

1 luivo, <&c., 

L. F. KNOLLYS, A, D. C. 
Dr. Stkinberger. 



No. 17. 

Mr, Steinberger to Mr. Fish. 

Auckland, New Zealand, 

June 5, 1876. 

Sir 5 Since iny dispatches have been written, a vessel, the Martha, 
has arrived from Samoa, and I have just time before the departure of 
the mail to put an appendix to my dispatches, inclosing proof copy of 
letters which appear to have been posted in Samoa. 

You will see the nature of the document on perusal ; the proof I have 
obtained from the Evening Star in advance of their publication. The 
Evening Star is a small paper here, willing to publish anything. The 
leading journals have retrained from taking notice of the inclosed, 
although the same arrived in time for the morning journals to make use 
of the same. 

There appears to be a feeling here adverse to the publication of dip- 
lomatic documents in a matter that does not concern the New Zealand 
public, and the fact that such is indulged in is looked upon as showing 
the weakness of the cause and evidence of the forced endeavors to cast 
odium upon myself. 

The action of the United States consul in forwarding to Auckland 
and other places, for publication, home dispatches, I refrain from com- 
menting upon. My very silence and the action of the people here, and 
also of the leading journals, seem proof of the condemnation of such 
acts and the existence of a conspiracy in which Mr. S. S. Foster is en- 
gaged, with other parties, adverse to the advancement of the native 
population. The intelligent portion of the community is disposed to 
await a complete solution of the question. 
I have, &c., 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



100 AGENCY OF A. B. SIEINBEEGER IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND COLONEL STEINBERGER. 

In telegrams received by the San Francisco mail, it was stated that in Congress 
Hamilton Fish, on behalf of the American Government, had repudiated Colonel Stein- 
berger, and had stated that an intimation to that effect had been forwarded to the 
American consul in Samoa. By the Martha, from Samoa yesterday, we learn that the 
dispatches evidently referred to by Mr. Hamilton Fish were received in the island on 
the 26th of April, subsequent to the events which resulted in the colonel's expulsion 
from Samoa. These documents place bej'ond question the fact that Steinberger held 
no official appointment from the Washington Government, and as embodying a r^-aumS 
of the whole case, which has attracted much interest here, we republish them. 

No. 18.] "Department of State, 

♦* JVashington, January 12, 1876. 

" Samuel S. Foster, Esq., 

" Consul of the United Slates^ Jpia : 

" Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch. No. 30, of the 3d of Octo- 
ber last. It relates to the status of Colonel A. B. Steinberger in Samoa, and the request 
of certain missionaries to be informed whether Colonel Steinberger is authorized by 
the United States to form a government in Samoa, and whether he will be retained in 
power in the islauds by force. In reply, I have to inform you that Colonel Stein- 
berger first went to the Samoan I.slands in 1873, in the capacity of special agent of the 
United States Government, to make observations and report upon the character and 
condition of the islands and their inhabitants. After some months spent on the 
islands he returned to this country and made his report. In December, 1874, he was 
directed to proceed ag&in to the islands in the capacity of special agent, for the pur- 
pose of presenting a letter from the President, and a number of presents from the 
Government to the Taimna of Samoa. He has fulfilled his mission, maide his report, 
and tendered his resignation as special agent, which has been accepted; and any 
official or Rcmi-official connection he may have had with this Government is ter- 
minated. His first visit to the islands was merely for the purpose of observing and 
reporting upon their condition ; his second visit was to fulfill certain duties in regard 
to which he was specially instructed, and which have been fulfilled. On neither occa- 
sion did his visit have any diplomatic or political signification whatever. Colonel 
Steinberger was not authorized or empowered by the United States to form a govern-^ 
nieut in Samoa, or to pledge the United States to sustain in any way, directly or indi-' 
rectly, any government that be might form or assist in forming. The United States 
consul is the only representative of the United States in the£amoan Islands, and yoa 
will so inform the missionaries and others interested. 
** Your obedient servant, 

"J. A. CAMPBELL, 
*' 'ihird Assistant Secretary .^^ 

" We hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and colrect copy of dis- 
patch received at the United States consulate, Apia, on the 26th day of April, 1876. 

♦* S. F. WILLIAMS, 
" Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 

»;^TH. WEBER, 
** Imperial German ConsulJ* 

No. 19.] "Dkpartment of Statk, 

** Washingtonf January 18, 1876. 
" Samuel S. Foster, Esq., 

** Consul of the United StateSj Apia : 

" Sir : In reply to your dispatch, No. 28, of the 3d of October last, in regard to the 
action of Colonef Steinberger in remitting the fine imposed by you on the cook of the 
schooner Peerless for an assault on the mate of that vessel, I have to inform you that 
you are hereby instructed to remonstrate with the government of Samoa, in the name 
of the United States Government, for the unwarrantable action of Colonel Steinberger 
in interfering with your official duties. 
*' Your obedient servant, 

"J. A CAMPBELL, 
" Jliird Assistant Secretary,^* 

*^ We hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct coipy. 

** S. F. WILLIAMS, 
" Her Britannic Majestif^s Acting Consul. 

*« TH. WEBER, 
" Imperial German Consul." 

[Evening Star, Auckland, New Zealand, June 5, 1876.] 
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A, B. Stdrtherger to His Excellency U. S. Grants President of the United Stales of AmeHca, 
inclosing daily papers of this date and communicating certain fa^ts. 

Auckland, New Zealand, May 8, 1876, 

Sir : I arrived in this port on the 28th ultimo, and found Her Majesty's steamers 
Pearl, flag-ship, Commodore Hoskins, Sappho, Nymph, and Barracouta. 

I was disappointed upon arrival to find that telegraphic communication was inter- 
rupted, and that I could not comnlunicate with the Departments at Washington, and 
that nothing further than a preliminary investigation was held in the case of Capt. 
Charles E. Stevens, Royal Navy, commanding Her Majesty's Steamer Barracouta, 
and that he is ordered to England for court-martial. 

The letters famished myself, by Your Excellency, for the benefit of the Samoan peo- 
ple, and others (autograph) addressed foreign ministers, consuls, and other represen- 
tatives of the United States, with other and certain letters from the honorable Secre- 
tary of the Navy, have been seized, with all of my personal effects. 

That some of the said letters have been wantonly exhibited to colonial officers in the 
Fijis, and published in tht^ press of these colonies in a manner calculated to cast dis- 
credit upon Your Excellency, bnt especially to fasten odium upon myself, not as an 
individual American, bnt upon the presumption that I was a duly-accredited ngent of 
the United States. 

The illegal seizure of my person, and the consequent strife and bloodshed in Samoa, 
may prevent the sudden acquisition ot that group of islands by Her Majesty's govern- 
ment. 

The lodgment effected, and the native sentiment as to America, with the hearty feel- 
ing evinced upon the receipt of Your Excellency's letters by the chiefe, has made the 
name of America dominant throughout the group. 

I do now charge the American consul at Apia, S. S. Foster, witik aiding and abetting 
a foreign power, displaying an inimical sentiment aud action to the United States of 
America. For the furtherance of his views he deemed it necessary to seize and par- 
ticipate in the seizure of my personal property, as well as property of the United 
States Government furnished me by the Navy Department for personal use in the 
Samoan Islands, all of which has been squandered by public and private sale in the 
port of Apia, while I was a prisoner upon Her Majesty's steamer Barracouta. 

Her Majesty's steamer Pearl, Commander Hoskins, accompanied by Her Majesty's 
steamer Sappho, has left this port for Samoa, and I am kept in profound ignorance of 
the object of such expedition. Certain it is that the Samoan government and chiefs 
-will resist every attempt of Her Majesty's government for the annexation or even dip- 
lomatic control of the islands. It is of the utmost importance that I be for a certain 
period in the Samoan Islands, to take such testimony as will vindicate the action of 
the United States Government, and fairly refute the aggregation of material accumu- 
lated by Capt. Charles E. Stevens, which he has availed himself of in a surreptitious 
and dishonorable manner during my imprisonment upon the Barracouta, when, for a 
period of sixty-three days, I had no means of communication with the native govern- 
ment or friends upon shore. 

I find upon my arrival here the American vice-consul, H. P. Barber, in receipt of 
dispatches from S. S. Foster, United States consul at Apia, inimical to myself and of a 
most malicious character. Hence I am in the painful position of being prejudged by 
an American representative, whose business and associations are purely foreign and 
anti-American. 

May I ask that Your Excellency will give to me such aid and comfort as will enable 
me to refute the unnatural charges made against myself, and support the fervent de- 
sires of the Samoan people ? 

Believing this to be for the honor of my country, I have the honor to be, your very 
obedient servant, 

A. B, STEINBERGER, 
Late United States Special Agent to Samoa. 



[From the Daily Southern Cross, May 8, 1376.1 

It has been alleged that the recent Samoan difficulty is more or less based on the 
nuestion of whether Colonel Steinberger held certain credentials and special powers 
from the United States Government. It was never believed by any one who knows 
anght of international law that the American Government would in an^^ way sanction 
any of its representatives or commissioners to train a body of semi -barbarians to war- 
like pursuits, supply them with arms and ammunition, and enable them to make an 
unexpected onslaught on a guard of honor from one of Her Britannic Majesty's ships. 
It is true that Colonel Steinberger had a mission of a very distinct and clearly -defined 
kind. It is true, also, as we believe, that he obtained by purchaRe from the United 
States War Department certain guns, rifies, and ammunition. That there was such 
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purchase, we have do doabt from iDformation we have received. Whether the Amer- 
ican GoverDiuent has been paid for the arms and ammonition delivered to Steinberger 
is another qnestior, which, perhaps, the fast-and-loose ex-minister of the War Depart- 
ment at Washington, Mr: Belknap, now in prison on impeachment for pnblic fraud and 
orruption, may be able to say. There is, we believe, from information received, no 
doubt that there was this purchase of these munitions of war, neither is there any doubt 
that they were supplied to Steinberger on credit, nor does any question exist that 
Steinberger armed natives with the rifles so obtained ; and that these men, armed with 
American rifles and American cartridges, were the men who unexjpectedly attacked the 
guard of honor landed at Apia from the Barracouta. They were, m fact. Colonel Stein- 
berger's trained men — the native soldiers of the self-appointed perpetual premier of 
Samoa, who professed to hold, and declared himself as holding, the office of premier of 
Samoa, and at the same time the position of a special representative of the United 
States Grovernment. Since he arrived in Auckland ho has not hesitated to say that the 
American Government would see him through this business, and demand satisfaction 
from the British government, and he has further affirmed tnat he ** holds credentials 
from the United States Government as genuine as Captain Stevens's commission." We 
believe he is right as to the genuineness of his credentials, but the assertion he makes 
is nevertheless exceedingly disingenuous if it is intended to imply that he, as the holder 
of such credentials, and as a citizen of the United States, is also at the same time to hold 
office as grand vizier of a semi-barbarous kingdom, and to arm and train men whose first 
warlike act is to attack a portion of a crew of a British man-of-war. If Colonel Stein- 
berger is, or was at the time, an authorized official of the United States Government, 
enjoying powers which warranted him in so arming and training savages, who, on his 
behalf, attacked qur forces, then a question has arisen which the American Govern- 
ment will require to settle with the foreign office in London. And even if this man's 
credentials are as limited as we shall presently show them to be, the fact of his being 
in possession of United States arms is a matter that appears to require some distinct 
explanation. 

That Colonel Steinberger had credentials from the United States Government there 
can, we think, be little doubt. That the powers enjoyed under these were very lim- 
ited in their operations there is just as little question. It is not necessary to do more 
than refer generally to his first mission to Samoa in 1873. The points to which hef was 
instructed to specially direct his attention on that occasion, and for which he was to 
receive pay from the American Government at the rate of $12 per day during a period 
of eight months, were these : 

1. The number of islands constituting the Samoan group. 2. The number of inhab- 
itants, both aboriginal and from abroad. 3. The nature and quantity of the agricul- 
tural and other productions. 4. The harbors suitable for vessels engaged in long voy- 
ages by sea. 

On this occasion Colonel Steinberger was paid by the Government of America at the 
moderate rate of $12 per diem. On his second mission he was to bear all his own ex- 
penses, both of passage and of his mission generally, and in no event were these costs 
to be recognized as a proper charge against the Government of Washington. Here 
are really all the credentials that have as yet seen the light in connection with the 
gallant ex-premier's performances in Samoa during the past and the present year : 

"Department of State, 

" Washington, December 11, 1874. 

" Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

" Washington, D, C ; 

'^ Sir : The President havingdetermiued to authorize you again to proceed to the Samoan 
group in the character of a special agent of the United States, you will embark for those 
islands at San Francisco in a man-of-war, on bo'ard of which the Secretary of the Navy 
has been requested to direct you to be provided with a passage. The expense attend- 
ing this, and of your mission generally, must be borne by yourself, and will in no event 
be recognized as a proper charge against the Government. Pursuant to the suggestion 
contained in your letter from Baltimore of the 19th of November last, the President has 
addressed the accompanying sealed communication to the Taimua or Pule of Samoa, a 
copy of which is also furnished for your information. You will make proper arrange- 
ments for presenting the original. The special passport with which you are also here- 
with provided describes your official character. I annex hereto a list of articles which 
have been famished by several of the Departments, which will be intrusted to you as 
presents, as suggested by you. There is no doubt, from your report, and from informa- 
tion received from other sources, that the Samoan group is naturally fertile and has 
many resources. Its position, too, in the Pacific is commanding, and particularly im- 
portant to us. It is more than doubtful, however, whether these con si derations would 
be sufficient to satisfy our people that the annexation of those islands to the United 
States is essential to our safety and prosperity. In any event, supposing that the gen- 
eral sentiment should be favorable to such a measure, I am not aware that it has received 
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• 
•each an expression as would require an acknowledgment by the Government, and 
warrant measures on our part accordingly. It is deemed inexpedient, without such a 
•call from the public, to originate a measure adverse to the usual traditions of the Gov- 
ernment, and which^ therefore, probably would not receive such a sanction as would 
be likely to secure its success. Under these circumstances, your functions will be lim- 
ited to observing and reporting upon Samoan affairs, and to impressing those in au- 
thority there with the lively interest which we take in their happiness and welfare. 
I am, &.C., 

HAMILTON FISH. 

(Inclosures:) Letter of the President to the Taimua or Pule, llth December, 1874 ; 
copy of same ; special passport. 

Special Passport No. 1042. 

United States of Amercca, 

D^artment of State : 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : 

Know ye that the bearer hereof. Col. A. B. Steinberger, is about proceeding abroad 
as special agent of the United States. These are, therefore, to request all whom it 
may concern to permit him to pass freely, without let or molestation, and to extend to 
liim all such friendly aid and protection as would be extended to like officers of foreign 
governments. resorting to the United States. 

In testimony whereof I, Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America, have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of this Department to be 
fixed, at Washington, the I2th day of December, A. D. 1874, and of the Independence 
of the United Stat^es of America the ninety-ninth. 

HAMILTON FISH. 

The passport is merely a formal document. The letter is simply that of a govern- 
ment appointing an agent for a special and restricted object. It evidently throws 
•cold water on the notion of annexation, which is entirely against the principles of 
the Monroe doctrine, and ^' adverse to the traditions'' of the American Government. 
These credentials, which do not take the form of a commission, are very distinct in one 
thing. The first letter, that of 187.3, which authorized Colonel Steinberger's fii;st visit 
as a paid agent, declared very distinctly the position he was to occupy, as is shown by 
the following sentence : 

" You are to bear in mind that you are not a regular diplomatic agent formally 
accredited to another government, but an informal one of a special and confidential 
character, appointed for the purpose of obtaining full and accurate information in re- 
gard to the Navigator Islands.'' — Mr, Fish's letter of Marchj 1873. 

The later document which we copy above is not less specific. It clearly limits the 
colonel's functions to " ohserving and reporting upon Samoan affairs, and to impressing 
those in authority there with the lively interest which we take in their happiness and 
welfare." It was a singular display of interest in the welfare of the people, and of the 
fepresentatives and subjects of civilized powers, which found expression in a carious 
usurpation, and ^n attack on British forces by natives armed and drilled by this 
** observant reponer of afi^airs." But a perusal of this letter will show whether or not 
the United States Government will see the colonel through this business in the man- 
ner he seems to suppose. To our thinking the American Government will readily repu- 
diate him and his action. If he was an American citizen, as he says be is, he alto- 
g ether exceeded the limits of his duty and citizenship in assuming the airs and powers 
e did in Samoa. Indeed, his arming natives took very much the appearance of buc- 
•caneering, and was in itself an offense not likely to be condoned by the American 
Government. If he was not an American citizen, if he had legally denuded himself of 
that character and was a servant of a savage prince, then his assumption of power 
over European people, and his disregard of European and American consuls and the 
rights of those they represented, was an intolerable assumption on the part of the 
aeent of a savage potentate. And the evil culminated in the attack which began the 
bloodshed, and which is due to Steinberger's natives, armed with Steinberger's Amer- 
ii3an rifles. We understand the United States ship of war Kearsarge is daily expected 
in Auckland. When she arrives we shall probably see a new phase of this business. 



THE SAMOAN AFFAIR. 

;[From the Melboarne Leader.] 

Filibustering annexation projects by American citizens in the once prevalent style 
of rusty rapiers and old muskets have quite gone out, but the old ends are in these 
onoderu days «ongbt to be accomplished by diplomacy. Colonel Steinberger has been 
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diplomatizibg thus in the South Sea iHlands, and with very remarkable results. Arriv- 
ing in the Samoan or Navigator gronp in an armed schooner, named the Peerless, from 
San Francisco, sailing under the American flag, he represented himself as an accred- 
ited agent of the United States Government, and as such was well received by the 
King, or rather the two Kings who claim divided sovereignty in the Samoan dominions ; 
also by the chief and hangers-on, who doubtless had their own individual aims and 
views to serve. Steinberger wormed himself into power, and, intoxicated with suc- 
cess, ventured upon the hi^h-handed course of despising customary usages regarding 
the rights of foreigners residing in Samoa, chiefly English, Americans, and Germans. 
For some time he sheltered himself as acting under kingly authority, but the reigning 
monarch got tired of Steinberger, considering probably that the power of his subject 
was assuming dangerous proportions. The King appealed to the American consul to 
rid the land of the diplomatic invader, and the task was all the more promptly under- 
taken because of the consul himself feeling snubbed by the action of his countryman. 
No American war-vessel being at hand, the consul appealed to Captain Stevens, of 
Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, to take action. Proceeding cautiously, the captain 
called a meeting of the three consuls — British, German, and American — and the resolve 
was that, as Steinberger had undoubtedly committed infractions of international law, 
the request of the Samoan King that he should be removed w&s complied with. Stein r 
berger's armed schooner was seized and sold by the American consul for a breach of 
the neutrality laws, in flying without authority the American flag. The man himself 
was also seized by the King, who handed him over to the custody of the American 
consul, who, in turn, acting in concert with the other two consuls, got him put on 
board Her Majesty's ship Barracouta. And now comes the saddest part of the story. 
Captain Stevens, hearing that a great meeting of the Samoan chiefs was to be held to 
consider existing difliculties, resolved to be present. He landed with the customary 
guard, but had not proceeded far when they were flred upon by hostile natives, eleven 
feeamen being wounded and one killed. For this outrage forty prisoners were made ;. 
also, three chiefs tak«n as hostages. It is very singular that Steinberger had, or pre- 
.tended to have, some sort of warrant from the United States Government for his 
attempt at annexation. 



PRESIDENT GRANT TO THE CHIEFS OF SAMOA. 

Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States of America, to their highnesses the 

Taimua and Pule, or principal chiefs of Samoa : 

Great and Good Friends : I have received through Colonel A. B. Steinberger, 
whom I sent to your islands as a special agent of the United States, the interesting 
letter of the .3d October, 1873, which yon were pleased to address to me. I am grat- 
ified to learn from that communication that peace prevailed in your country. This is 
, among the greatest blessings vouchsafed to nations, and I hope that your enjoyment 
of it may be without interruption. You also inform me that the Samoan government 
had adopted a flag. This is an interesting event in your history. My prayer is that 
as it is an emblem of your unity and independence, these may ever remain inviolable, 
except by the general consent of your people. Your course generally, as reported to 
me by Colonel Steinberger, deserves my cordial approval and encouragement, which I 
offer you. I trust that you will persevere in well-doing. Although the chief city of 
the United States, whence I am writing to you, is far from your islands, being near 
the coast of the Atlantic Ocean, our territory extends to the shores of the other ocean, 
in which your islands lie at a not much greater distance from San Francisco than is 
the city of Washington, which is our capital. Being, then, as you are, much nearer 
to us than to any European nation, on this account alone it would be natural, were 
there no other reason, that we should take a lively interest in your welfare and in all 
that concerns you. The " staff," the " fly-flap," and the " sacred mat," which you 
intrusted to Colonel Steinberger, were safely delivered by him, and were received by 
me in the spirit with which they were offered. You n^ay be assured that I am duly 
sensible of the significance of these gifts. Colonel Steinberger's course during his 
first mission has so far met my approval, and he seems to have made himself so accept- 
able to you, that Ihave authorized him again to visit you for the purpose of informing 
me' of the progress of your affairs since he left you. I pray you, therefore, to receive 
him kindly, and to continue to him the good-will which you showed on the former 
occasion. I pray God to have you in his safe and holy keeping. 

Written at Washington this 11th day of September, 1874. 

U. S. GRANT. 

By the President : 
Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, 
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ISO. 18. 

Mr. Piatt to Mr. Fish. 

68 Lexington Avenue, 
New Yorlc^ June 27 j 1876. (Received June 28.) 

Sm : Will you have the kindness to inform me at your earliest con- 
venience — 

Ist. What action, if any, your Department proposes to take in refer- 
ence to the illegal seizure and sale of the American yacht Peerless, full 
particulars of which are in the possession of your Department? 

2d. What action in reference to the arbitrary arrest and imprison- 
ment on board of the British man-of-war Barracouta, in the port of 
Apia, Samoan Islands, and deportation to the Fiji Islands of Col. A. 
B. Steinberger, an American citizen t 

3d. What return S. S. Foster, the American consul, has made to 
your Department of the illegal seizure and sale of the personal effects 
of the said Col. A. B. Steinberger, and what has become of the pro- 
ceeds ! ! 

4th. Whether the said S. S, Foster has been removed ; and if so, 
who has been appointed in his place f 
I have. &c., 

FKANK PLATT, 
Attorney in j^art for A. B. Steinberger.. ^ 



No. 19. 

Mr. Campbell to Mr. Piatt. 

Department of State, 

Washington, June 30, 1876. 

Sib : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th 

instant, making inquiries in relation to certain recent occurrences in 

the Samoan Islands, and in reply to inform you that the matters 

referred to therein will receive due consideration from the Department. 

I am, &c., 

• J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Third Assistant Secretary. 



No. 20. 

Mr. Steinberger to the President. 

Suez, Egypt, 
Pacific and Oriental Steamship Mongolia, 

August 18, 1876. 

His Excellency U. S. Grant, 

President of United States : 

I beg to notify Tour Excellency that the London Standard (oflScial 
organ) announces officially that Her Majesty's ship Barracouta is 
ordered to England in the case of Steinberger. 
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I am still without advices from Washington, but confident of Jadge 
Pierrepont having definite instraction, as well as finding certiHed 
copies of my official correspondence with Yoar Excellency and the hon- 
orable Secretary of State. 

Plnndered of my commission, passport, letter from the honorable 
Secretary of Navy addressed to commanders of fleets and war- vessels 
of the United States Navy in the Asiatic, North and Soath Pacific 
stations, as well as Your Excellency's personal aatograph letters 
addressed to ministers, consular and other United States representa- 
tives abroad ; the loss of the latter I most keenly feel, not only for the 
inconvenience to which I am subjected, but I had treasured sach 
papers as being evidence of my official character and tbe confidence of 
the President of the United States of America. If duplicates of these 
papers have not yet been forwarded to London, may I ask that Yoar 
Excellency be pleased to forward the same ? 

I shall at once place myself in the hands of the United States min- 
ister upon arrival in London and withhold dispatches to the honorable 
Secretary of State until such time as I can reach the Admiralty and 
foreign office. 

The testin^ony of the officers and seamen of the Barracouta will 
justify the previously-expressed opinion informer dispatches from Fiji 
and New Zealand. 

I expect in sixty days from this date full testimony from Samoa 
from special agent whom I sent from Auckland, New Zealand ; partic- 
ulars of this mission furnished to the honorable Secretary of State in 
official dispatch dated June 1, 1876. 

Without a decided expression from the United States, addressed to 
Her Majesty's government, Samoa will fall into the hands of England 
or Germany. Of movements in this direction 1 will be able to advise my 
Government at quick intervals. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBERGER. 



No. 21. 

Mr. Steinberger to the President, 

London, ¥ovember 14, 1876. 
To His Excellency the President of the United States : 

Communicating witnessed document from the Taimua and Faipuli, 
the government of Samoa, I have the honor to state that this is one of 
many papers forwarded to me from Auckland, New Zealand, throagli 
an agent whom I sent to the Samoan Islands from the said port, origi- 
nals and copies of which will be forwarded to the Hon. Secretary of 
State, all of which will have an important bearing on my case. I wish 
to assure Your Excellency that my action is prudent and conservative, 
prompted by a desire to maintain the friendly disposition of the English 
people and submit to the enlightened judgment of the Hon. Secretary 
of State. 

I now beg to present to Your Excellency my thanks for the prompt 
recognition of my letter of the 18th August, inclosing certified copies of 
my commission, letters of instruction, &c., and herewith beg to state 
that the decided action of the English government will depend much 
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upon the repadiation of the acts of S. S. Foster, United States consul 
for Samoa, and the maintenance of my integrity as au ex-United States 
official. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I have the honor to be, your 
very obedient servant, 

A. B. STEINBBRGER. 



Taimua House of Samoa, 

MulinuUj ^uly 2*2, 1876. 
His Excellency A. B. Steinberger, 

Premier of the Samoan Government : 

Sir: We have received your letter of love — also others to us — written on the 8th in- 
stant. Mr. Hadrill kindly delivered them into our hands. We heartily rejoiced in 
reading your letters, for, from the day of your arrest up to the time Mr. Hadrill deliv- 
•ered your letters, we have not heard your voice, although your body is not out of our 
sight-^we have one of your photographs. When we read of you tears were in all 
our eyes. We, together with all the Samoan people, cannot forget your true regard for 
us and your endeavors for the good of the Samoan government. But with all the 
wicked feeling of Mr. Turner, Mr. Foster, and Captain Stevens in their endeavors to 
break up the Samoan government, they did not succeed, for we hold to the salvation 
of our government and the wish to live peaceably with the representatives of great 
governments and all the foreign neople residing in Samoa. 

It is Ik calumnious rumor which said *^ that you have taken all our money from us." 
We know nothing about it, and this rumor must have come from those envious and bad- 
hearted people in Samoa. 

We gave the major and Mr. Waters some money on your account, and also for all 
their help in the government work for those days when we were together. 

At the time your letters arrived, we were all assembled together with all the Samoan 
governors trying to decide over the rebellion of Saga, Pan, and several other chiefs of 
Alana, and the Faasaleleaga against the laws : 

Ist. That they would not pay taxes. 

2d. That they would not obey the government when it forbade their having fonos or 
meetings outside of Mnlinuu. 

We decided to banish Saga and Vesu, Pan's brother, to Tutuila ; sent Taao to the 
Itufafine ; fined Pan (200, and the rest were all fined in money. It has created quite 
a panic in Samoa on account of these fines. 

We have a regard for Mr. Hadrill ; it seems as if he were yourself. We have given 
him all the papers in connection with the troubles of Samor. Just as you wrote about, 
we write a letter to each of the three governments, and forward it to you to London, 
against Captain Stevens and the English consul for the murder of our officers and the 
destruction of our papers. We know you will have a great deal of trouble in connec- 
tion with these things, the Samoans and their troul>le8. We also send a letter of 
complaint to the London Missionary Society against Dr. Turner's bad actions. We are 
well aware of the wrong interpretation of your contract with Messrs. Goddefroy & Son, of 
Hamburg, by your enemies, for you showed us this long before ; you did not keep it 
A secret from us, and we know of your endeavors for a recognition of our government 
from Germany and for its protection. 

We will build a monument to the Taimua and Faipuli, together with the others who 
were killed in the skirmish at Mulinnu. 

We will now inform you that the Taimua and Faipuli are all powerful, and the gov- 
ernment is united nowadays, not one single thing will shake the laws and govern- 
ment. Le Marnea and Lilo are still in their positions. Meesake is with us since the 
arrival of Mr. Hardrill, but Papalii is your enemy. We think of deposing him and put 
another in his place. 

We have banished Malietoa because of his wicked scheme against you in presence 
of the government. As for Tuitafa and Lanaki, they are free. We did not do any- 
thing against them on account of oar agreement with the gentleman, Commodore Hos- 
IciDS. There is not one person in Samoa who will ever cause war again or bloodshed. 
It is especially forbidden that no Samoan must have bad feeling towards the whites 
and to cause trouble. 

We will always enforce the laws for the suppression of immoral customs. We will 
also keep our agreements with the great governments sacred, and hope for the good 
and just feeling of great governments in this our great trouble, which was caused by 
their representatives here in Samoa ; and also hope they will keep them from troubling 
our endeavors in performing our duties. 

Mr. Hadrill has kindly given us news of you, and now we give you the heaviest part 
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of the work, and pray God to bless yoar endeavors to bring peace and good-feeling for 
Samoa from the jast and enlightened governments. 

We do not forget that yon are still a Samoan chief. Yoa 'have fonr of the higbe&t 
names. That is a mark. Yoa are a premier of the Samoan government. We now look 
forward to the future, if it pleases God to have you in his keeping. 

This is the end of our letter, but not of our love. 

We are the Taimua and Faipuli of the government of Samoa. 

Written by order of the Taimua and Faipule. 

M. K. LEMARNEA, [L.8.] 

Secretary of the Govei'nmsnt, 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the original. 
London, November 14, 1876. 

FRANK PLATT. 



No. 22. 

Mr, Foster to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 35.] United States Consulate, 

Apia^ January 6, 1876. 

Sir: I have the honor to iuform you that on the 17th day of Decem- 
ber I seized the schooner Peerless, a vessel under the American flag, 
and controlled by the premier, A. B. Steinberger, of the Samoan govern- 
ment, for violation of the neutrality-laws of the United States; for going 
as an armed vessel to enforce the laws of the Samoan goverufbent; for 
sailing without her register and refusing to pay consular dues or ac- 
knowledge consular jurisdiction; for shipping and discharging her sea- 
men without consulting the consul; for putting in a new captain, a 
British subject that had never been naturalized or taken the oath of 
allegiance to the United States Government, and other flagrant viola- 
tions of the laws of the United States ; and through the acts of this 
vessel bringing the power and dignity of the United States into con- 
tempt and disgrace before the eyes of the foreigners and Samoans. 

I was powerless to prevent this, as I could receive no assistance from 
the Samoan authorities. 

By the timely arrival of Her British Majesty's steamship Barracoota, 
Gapt. 0. E. Stevens, B. N., I was enabled to do this and to put a check 
to the arrogant assumptions of power claimed by the premier over for- 
eign residents in Samoa. 

Through extreme ill-health and the few hours' notice I have had to 
prepare dispatches, I am unable to give full particulars by this mail, 
but will forward as soon as possible. 

The British consul has very kindly furnished me with copies of some 
of the proceedings now taking place in Samoa. I forward them for 
your perusal. 

There has been a small vessel chartered to go to the Fijis to carry 
dispatches to Sir A. Gorden, governor, and also to the commodore of 
the station. 

The list of inclosures is as follows : 

Minutes of a meeting held at Mulinuu Point, between His Majesty 
Malietoa the First and Oapt. 0. E. Stevens. The foreign consuls and 
Captain Von Schleinitz, of His Imperial Majesty's Navy, the German 
steamship Gazelle, were present. 

Captain Stevens's address. 

Dispatch from British consul to Captain Stevens. 

Dispatch from A. L. Poppe, esq., to British consul. 

Eeport of foreign consuls on Col. A. B. Steiaberger's credentials as 
commissioner. 
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Petition of the American and British consuls to Captain Stevens to 
remain to protect the foreign residents and prevent bloodshed, which he 
has agreed to do. 

I cannot tell what the fntare will be for these islands and its foreign 
residents, bat unless this man is removed and the strong arm of the 
power held ov«r this people to keep them in the right path, there will 
be the bloodiest war break out that ever desolated Samoa. 
I have. &c.. 

S. S. FOSTEE, 

United States Consul. 

lAst o/inclosures. 

^o. 1. Minutes of a meeting at Muliuuu Point. 
jS'o. 2. Captain Stevens's address. 
No. 3. Dispatch from British consul to Captain Stevens. 
No. 4. Dispatch from German consul to British consul. 
No. 5. Foreign consuls' report on credentials. 

No. 6. Petition of American and British consuls to Capt. C. E. Stevens 
to remain. 



Ilnclosare 1.] 
Minutes of a meeting at MuUnuu Point. 

'M'lnixtes of proceedings and description of an interview, (taken by James L. Yoang, 
esq., and Mr. Herbert E. Radge, R. N.,) arranged by His Majesty the King of Samoa, 
to which Captain Stevens was invited to set forth the complaints and claims of Brit- 
ish sabjects, which has been reported to him by Her Britannic Mtgesty's acting con- 
sal, with a request that he would represent and investigate them. 

First Day, December 24, 1875. 

Upon Captain Stevens, Her Britannic Majesty's consul, the interpreter, and the offi- 
<cer8 of the Barracouta arriving at the place appointed for the meeting, some members 
of the Taimua and Taipule were present. After waiting for about a quarter of an 
hoar His Majesty King Malietoa 1 arrived, and requested that Captain Stevens should 
open the proceedings. 

Captain Stevens notices the absence of the United States of America consul, and 
requests that he may be sent for. 

The King assents, and requests that his pijjBmier may be also present. Captain 
-Stevens answers in the affirmative. Captain Stevens commences his address. At the 
conclusion of paragraph a discussion arises as to the manner in which the interpreter 
has conveyed the meaning of the words *' summarily dealt with " to His Majesty. The 
interpreter having given the mean ing as that the British subjects brought before a 
court of justice had been fined, the interpreter corrected, and Captain Stevens pro- 
ceeds with his address. 

Captain Stevens continues his address until arriving at that portion of it where he 
dwells on the seizure of the schooner Peerless, when on communcing to read dispatch 
No. 2, received from Mr. Foster, the consul of the United States of America, Mr. Stein- 
berger, the premier of the Samoan government, rises and objects to the reading of it, 
stating *^ that the subject is entirely foreign to the matter that the meeting has been 
called to discuss.'' 

Captain Stevens, (to the King.) I cannot consent to any impolite or uncalled-for 
interruptions, and I seek the protection of Your Majesty. 

His Majesty decides that the letter is to be read, and Captain Stevens to proceed. 
The letter beiuj^ read. Captain Stevens addresses His Majesty to the efiect, that if 
Mr. Steinberger wishes to say anything with reference to the subject at issue he would 
be very glad to hoar it. 

Mr. Steinberger rises and speaks : '' I am obliged to Captain Stevens for his courtesy. 
My object in rising is to say that the question at issue is a personal one — nothing to do 
with the Samoan government, and only affecting myself, certain citizens, and mort- 
gagees, who are concerned in it." 
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Interpreter omits the word " mortgagee ;" attention drawn to it, and the interpreter 
corrected. 

Captain Stevens then addresses the King : " Tonr Mt^jesty, Mr. Steinber^er may for- 
get, perhaps, that he has addressed a letter to me, dated the 20th of Decemher, 1875, in 
which he says, ' I have seen fit to give her to the use of the Samoan government, the 
transporting government officers between the districts/ " 

I need hardly draw yonr attention to the fact that Mr. Steinberger's statement and 
his letter contrast most unfavorably. I wonid remark that this letter of Mr. Stein* 
berger's was received by me after I had taken the last step with reference to the 
schooner Peerless. I would also remark that the part I took in the seizure of the Peer- 
less related to my professional duties, and hence becomes a portion of the investigation 
now before us, and one of the links which connects my duties with the schooner Peerless, 
and the subject of this meeting is the false reports spread by Mr. Steinberger about my 
duties here. I would here draw your attention to the fact that it was not until I re- 
ceived information that your government repudiated the legal action of the American 
consul that I took any step in the matter. You all know who was guiding your actions 
at this time. Moreover, your government imposed a fine on the crew of the boat, re- 
moved the Peerless, a portion of the American consuPs legal duties. « « ^ i state 
that such accusation was an absolute falsehood. 

Here the German consul, Mr. Poppe, and the captain of the German man-of-war, 
Baron Yon Schleimitz, arrived and were introduced to the King by Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens then proceeds with his address, continued from Mr. Steinbergei's 
interruption. While dwelling on the subject of a Mr. Frank Piatt having been sent 
on board the Barracouta with documents from Mr. Steinberger for Captain Stevens to 
examine, an interruption occurred, caused by a present being made to Captain Stevens 
by a crowd of natives. 

The ceremony being finished, Captain Stevens rises and wishes to ask His Majesty 
whether he has noticed the absence of his premier, and whether he wishes him to be 
still present, saying, " It is immaterial to me whether he is here or not, but it woald 
perhaps be advisable, as I do not wish to speak of people behind their backs." 

The King sends for the premier. On the arrival of Colonel Steinberger, Captain 
Stevens proceeds with his address respecting Mr. F. Piatt's presentation of certain 
documents for Captain Stevens's inspection, and *^ desires that Mr. Steinberger's crt- 
dentials may now be produced for our mutual satisfaction." 

The King assents. 

Mr. Steinberger rises and addresses Captain Stevens: '^Do you wish me to prodnce 
my Samoan credentials or my credentials from the Government of the United States 
of America T" 

Captain Stevens. Those from the United States of America. I request that, they 
having been produced to me once in an irregular way, they may now be produced for 
the same purpose as when offered by Mr. Frank Piatt, as I like to do things in a clear, 
straightforward manner. 

Mr. Steinberger. I have to say that I do not for one instant doubt the integrity 
of purpose or honorable intentions of Captain Stevens, but the credentials I have from 
the Secretary of State of the United States are between the American consul, the 
Samoan government, the American Government, and myself. I cannot divulge these 
papers, but I will show a portion of them to the American consul or read a portion of 
them to Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens. I wish to state to Your Majesty that I decline to receive any 
ex parte statement till Mr. Steinberger produce the credentials he sent throagh 
Mr. Frank Piatt ; or does he refuse f 

Mr. Steinberger. I have a paper in hand that I will read, from Captain Erben, of 
the United States steamer Tuscarora. 

Captain Stevens. I regret that Mr. Steinberger should refuse to show those doca- 
mento. It gives Mr. Stein berjger's action and behavior to myself a most unsatisfactory 
complexion. Gentlemen, I wish to point out to you that the fact of Mr. Steinberger's 
refusing to exhibit these documents shows that there is something he wishes to con- 
ceal from you. It places Mr. Stein bergeHs behavior to me in an extremely unsatis- 
factory light. I will draw your attention to the fact that the agent of Mr. Steinberger 
(Mr. Frank Piatt) was willing to produce his (Mr. Steinberger's) credentials to me 
when there was no witness; but now when called upon to do so before everybody, he 
declines to show them ; therefore, the only inference that can be drawn is that there 
IS something kept baclr from you that you ought to know. 

Mr. Steinberger. The reasons for refusing to present my credentials is that, as an 
American citizen, I do not think that I ought to divulge some of them, even to the 
highest of America ; some of them are of a nature that make it impossible to show 
them to anybody, and I do not think fit to present them to officers of foreign govern- 
ments, but under existing circumstances I will present them all to the American con- 
sul. This paper, (a letter from Commander Erben,) however, concerns the Samoans 
directly, and for the benefit of both the foreign residents and yourself I will read it. 
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(This was a copy of Commander Erbon's letter addressed to the American consul, bear* 
iojir date 11th May, 1875.) 

The paper is read and handed to Dr. Turner (the interpreter for Captain Stevens) to 
read in the Samoan language for the benefit of the King, his Taimua and Faipule, and 
the native audience. The translation being long and difficult, and Dr. Turner stating 
that it would take some hours t6 translate, it was unanimously decided to adjourn the 
meeting till Monday the 27th instant, at 10 a. m. 

Here discussion arises as to documents Mr. Steinberger is to produce. 

Mr. Steinberger states that he will show his commission as ^^ accredited agent " only. 
Afterward states he will show all his papers relating thereto. 

On his laying papers on the table, Her Britannic Majesty's consul for Tonga, (Mr. 
Layard,) the consul for the United States of America, and the acting condul for 'Ger- 
many consent, with the King's concurrence, to examine and report upon the virtue of 
these documents. 

Mr. Steinberger promises to produce other credentials, including an address from the- 
President of the United States through the Cougrees. 

The meeting is then closed. 



Second Day, December 27, 1875. 

The proceedings are opened by Captain Stevens apologizing for being late in his at- 
tendance, resulting from the representatives of foreign powers having to wait for the 
other two official documents relating to Mr. Steinberger's position here, as American 
representative, which he promised to furnish for the inspection of these gentlemen. 
•The King accepts Captain Stevens's apology. 

Captain Stevens then proceeds with his address respecting documents of Mr. Stein- 
berger not being produced, and presents a note from His Majesty's Samoan secretary 
respecting said documents, saying, ** Would Your Majesty lilse to read it?" 

His Majesty in reply would like to know Mr. Steinberger's reason for not forwarding, 
said documents. 

Captain Stevens respectfully suggests that he bo allowed to finish his statement for 
the perf^oiial convenience of all assembled. 

His Majesty still wishes that Mr. Steinberger may state his reason. 

Captain Stevens assents. 

Mr. Steinberger states that he did not understand that the representatives of foreign 
powers were to read and report on those papers ; denies giving authority to the native- 
Hecretary to write to foreign representatives concerning his credentials. 

Captain Stevkns. I would like that Mr. Steinberger be requested to describe the 
three documents which Mr. Steinberger said he would produce, and that they may b& 
each named and described by himseli as certain documents for the purpose of identifi- 
cation. 

His Majesty requests that his premier may be allowed to answer at once. 

Mr. Stuinberger. The first is a letter from the President of the United States of 
America to the Taimua and Faipule. 

Captain Stevens inquires the date. 

Mr. Steinberger. I do not think the date of any consequence. Secondly, two let- 
ters of difi^erent dates from the President of the United States of America to all Ameri- 
can ministers, consuls, and representatives abroad. 

Captain Stevens asks if that is all that Mr. Steinberger has to say at present. 

Mr. Steinberger wishes to show the United States consul an autograph letter from 
President Grant. 

Captain Stevens. I would point out to Your Mt^esty that should the .inspection of 
this letter be confined to one person only, no good end would be effected. One man has 
one opinion and another man another. Should this document be shown to Mr. Foster 
alone, (United States consul,) by Mr. Steinberger, and their opinions differ, we are no 
farther on than before. The Samoan government ought, for their own protection, ta 
know the contents of all documents that Mr. Sti inberger has offered to produce to me,, 
and that he bases his position here upon, or else they are governed by a secret law. 

Mr. Steinberger. Documents bearing on the relations of myself, the Samaan gov- 
ernment, and the United States Government will be shown to the United States consul 
by me or to Captain Stevens in a matter of honor, not in his capacity as the represent- 
ative of a government, but as a naval officer. The Samoan chiefs and His Majesty can 
l>eBt answer what promises, &c., have been made; their answer must be my answer. 

Captain Stbvexs. I beg to call your attention to the fact that I refused to inspect 
the so-called credentials of Mr. Steinberger when brought to me by Mr. Frank Piatt, 
for the reason that I then assigned, viz, that I should be doing wrong were I to inspecc 
any official documents without my consul or the United States consul being cognizunt 
of thcni. J explained to Mr. Piatt on that occasion that my duty as a naval officer 
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-was very clear ; the path is narrow, and if I step oat of that path I am lost ; and I 
now report that I see no reason to alter my decision on that point. To a man of honor 
there can be no motive for the concealment of any credentials he might hold. I have 
been for a long time officiaUy employed, and many times on most important matters. 
I now beg to hand in all my own credentials and those of the foreign representatives 
who are with me. 

(The credentials are here placed on the King's table.) 

His Majesty rises and states he is glad to have met Captain Stevens here to-day, and 
wishes that Mr. Steiuberger may be allowed to explain matters, and also that one of 
the Taimna may be allowed to explain the circumstances of Mr. Steinberger's arrival 
a.mong them, and his appointment by them. 

Captain Stevens wishes to be allowed to proceed with his statement, but His 
Migesty still desiring to hear Mr. Steinberger's explanation, Captain Stevens acquiesces 
with the remark that he has requested that the report of the foreign consuls might be 
Tead. 

His Majesty here interrupted, wishing to read the letter of the people of Samoa to 
President Grant requesting that Mr. Steiuberger be seut back to them. 

Captain Stevens assents. 

The native secretary reads the letter from the people of Samoa to President Grant 
referred to by His Majesty. 

Mr. Steiuberger reads answer to above from President Grant 

Captain Stevens asks, ** Is this one of the letters spoken of before by you ?" 

Mr. Steiuberger replies, " Yes, it is the first one.'' 

Captain Stevens asks, ^' Is this document which yon offered to produce or refused to 
produce ? " 

Mr. Steinberger replies, " It is the one he offered to produce." 

Captain Stevens requests that the two last documents which were read be translated. 

Dr. Turner (Captain Stevens's interpreter) reads translation of letter from Taimuas 
to President Grant. 

The native secretary reads answer from President Grant to the Samoans in Samoan 
dialect. 

Captain Stevens wishes to remark on the two last letters read. 

His Majesty here declares that he wishes to exfiress his sentiments with regard to 
this meeting. 

Mr. Steiuberger wishes to make a statement. 

Captain Stevens wishes to represent that these repeated interruptions delay busi- 
ness, and that he has not received an answer to many of his important questions from 
Mr. Steinberger as yet. 

His Majesty wishes to know whether Captain Stevens accuses Mr. Steinberger or 
himself of having interrupted him. 

Captain Stevens replies that he has been very often interrupted during this meeting ; 
that each one of these interruptions was conveyed to him by their interpreter ; and 
that on the 24th instant certain persons were appointed to inspect and report on cer- 
tain documents, and that he has not yet been able to make any progress in bringing 
forward the same. 

The Faipnle (by their speaker, Tuiatafu) wishes the King to express his sentiments 
at once, before any other business is proceeded with. 

Captain Stevens wishes to know whether what the King is about to say will preju- 
dice a fresh hearing of his statements, complaints, and claims. 

His Majesty states he has no such intention. 

Captain Stevens asks whether he shall have a fair hearing. 

His Majesty promises to allow Captain Stevens, after the King's sentiments have been 
expressed, a full hearing. 

Captain Stevens accepts the promise with thanks. 

In compliance with Captain Stevens's request. His Majesty will give the docnment 
containing his speech to Dr. Turner, Captain Stevens's interpreter, for translation 
after it has been read. 

The native secretary reads the address from the King to Captain Stevens in Samoan 
dialect. 

Captain Stevens wishes to reply to this address to-morrow, as it will have to be 
translated before he can understand it. 

His Majesty wishes to know the report of the consuls, agreed to on the 24th instant, 
on credentials furnished them for inspection. 

Captain Stevens rises and addresses His Majesty : " Having heard but not understood 
Your Majesty's written address, which has just been read, I suggest that it form the 
subject of our next meeting, as my interpreter informs me that there are things in it 
which relate to my official status.'' 

His Majesty. The conclusion you come to with reference to that document can be 
expressed to-morrovr. 

Captain Stevens rises, and then proceeds with his address respecting the reading of 
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the report made by the foreign representatives, which, with Mr. Steinberger's said 
credentials, is laid on the table. 

The report is then read in English and Samoan, also the native secretary's letter to 
Mr. Foster on credentials. 

Ca]^tain Stevens. I have been requested , by the officials present, to show you an 
American passport, in order you may see the aifferenc.e between the official one and 
the commission on the table before yon. 

Mr. Foster's official passport is then exhibited and read in Samoan. 

Captain Stevens. I have been reqnest-ed by the representatives of foreign powers 
to state that the two documents handed in by Mr. Steinberger as credentials are sinii- 
lar in virtue to Mr. Foster's passport. 

Mr. Steinberger rises: '^ With permission of Captain Stevens, I would state that 
mine are special passports for a special agent, signed by the Secretary of State, which 
is different." 

Captain Stevens. I would suggest that Mr. Foster's commission be exhibited, and 
read, that the natives may understand what a commission really is. 

His Majesty here states that he sees no use in going into Mr. Foster's credentials, 
and does not doubt for a moment but that he is properly appointed. 

Captain Stevens. I nevertheless request that Mr. Foster's commission be placed 
side by side with Mr. Steinberger's alleged credentials, for the information of the un- 
initiated, and taken round the room by my attendant. 

His Majesty again states that he has no doubt of the validity of the document. 

Captain Stevens. I never supposed Your Majesty ever did. I expressed a wish, 
it being part of the investigation, that these papers must be shown side by side, so 
that everybody may fally comprehend the meaning of them. 

His Majesty states he has no wish that any comparison be made. 

Captain Stevens regrets that His Majesty should take exception to a very simple 
request made by him. 

Mr. Steinberger here remarks that he sees no harm in the request, and produces his 
passport of 1873 and passport of 1874, and hands them to Captain Stevens. 

Captain Stevens. With these documents before me, the one of which is a private 
American passport, the other a special or official American passport, I would ask, be- 
fore making any remarks, whether Mr. Steinberger has any other document corre- 
sponding to this one, (holding up Mr. Foster's commission as consul.) 

Mr. Steinberger states he has one accompanying dispatch. 

Captain Stevens wishes Mr. Steinberger to designate the papers he has just handed 
him. 

Mr. Steinberger. The first paper is my original commission, never revoked ; the 
second is a passport, the special commission never having been revoked. 

Captain Stevens. I shall have a remark to make presently with reference to the 
document in large print, (the special passport;) the seal on it is very different to that 
on Mr. Foster's commissions, now in my hand ; in the mean time I will read a letter 
signed Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, United States of America, to Mr. Coe, the 
late United States commercial agent here. 

(Letter read in Samoan and English.) 

Captain Stevens. You will now observe from the letter just read that the request 
in your letter to the United States Government, also read this morning, has been 
thrown over and declined by the United States Government. I wish now to draw 
your attention to the fact that the document styled a ^' credential " by Mr. Steinberger 
is informal, and not in any respect resembling the American consul's commission ; 
among other things the American consul's commission is under the great seal of the 
United States of America ; the other was not. Mr. Steinberger's document contains 
pnrely and simply a request to all persons to let him pass freely, j^ve him friendly 
aid, &,c. Mr. Steinberger calls this document a commission, but it is only a passport. 

Mr. Steinberger. A passport describes the height, color, &c., of a person, which 
niy document does not. Here are the envelopes bearing the seals of the United States 
of America, (exhibiting three envelopes with seals on them.) 

Captain Stevens explains that the sort of passport Mr. Steinberger speaks of is one 
panted to an ordinary individual who wishes to travel ; the other is for officials, say- 
ing, I, for instance, if traveling, should receive a special passport. He then goes on to 
state the United States consul's commission is addressed in a lormal manner, as commis- 
sions are addressed, especially to governments abroad. He, the United States consul, 
is clearly designated in his document, which shows in what way he is accredited ; he 
also possesses an official passport, which I have already produced. Finally, I would 
remark that Mr. Steinberger's paper is no authority, and any one who would use this 
document as an official credential or authority would be acting very wrong. I would 
remark that Mr. Fosters commission bears the signature of Mr. Hamilton Fish and 
L'lysses S. Grant ; the others, viz, Mr. Steinberger's documents, alleged credentials, only 
that of Mr. Hamilton Fish, and do not bear the great seal, being merely passports. 

n. Ex. 44 8 
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Mr. Steinberger begs to preseDt one more document, which is all he proposes to fur- 
nish, and states he has many more of the same character. 

The docnroent, a letter, is handed to Captain Stevens and read by him. (It was a 
letter from the Secretary of the United States Navy, directed to the commanding-offi- 
cers of stations and all United States Government vessels on the Pacific station, asking 
them to render Mr. Steinberger any assistance, if it does not interfere with their other 
duties.) 

Captain Stevens. I wish to ask if Mr. Steinberger has any objections to my making 
remarks on this letter. 

Mr. Steinberger. None. 

Captain Stevens. This letter introduces Mr. Steinberger as a United States special 
commissioner to commanders of vessels. I will dwell upon the point that althonsh 
this document is signed by the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Steinberger has never told 
us he lakes his orders from him, and I wish to observe that this document is no more 
an authority for acting on than others that have been presented. With reference to 
that document I would ask, What is Mr. Steinberger's nationality f 

Mr. Steinberger. I have applied to the Congress for a bill to allow me to serve 
here, but I do not know how they will decide. 

Captain Stevens. Is Mr. Steinberger a citizen of the United States or not f 

Mr. Steinberger. Congress will decide, this session. 

Captain Stevens. Am I to understand that Mr. Steinberger belongs to no nation 
at present f 

Mr. Steinberger. Until I receive notice from the United States Congress I am a 
United States citizen. 

Captain Stevens. I cannot understand how Mr. Steinberger can hold the office of 
premier of the Samoan government and at the same time be an American citizen, be- 
cause I observe at page 77, chap. 294, session 1, Forty-third Congress, Statutes of the 
United States of America, an act relating to ambassadors, consuls, and other officers, 
which I will read. 

Captain Stevens read the act. 

Mr. Steinberger here states that he has asked the Congress to pass a bill to allow bim 
to act as premier here ; the same thing has been done by American citizens serving in 
other countries, and enumerates American officers serving under the Khedive. 

Captain Stevens. Mr. Steinberger's statement is perfectly correct. I am aware that 
officers have taken service under foreign governments, and I also know that every one 
of these persons has first to obtain permission from their own government, and he who 
does so without obtaining permission commits a very serious breach of his country's 
laws; and for your information, that hitherto Mr. Steinberger has produced no commis- 
sion or credentials ; whether he has them or not I do not know, but I can only tell you 
that before acting as he is now doing, he ouffht to obtain permission from his country. 

Mr. Steinberger. I would most respectfully ask if that is not a question between 
myself and my country f 

Captain Stevens. It is, and also one to be dealt with when Mr. Steinberger interferes 
with the rights of foreign representatives, as at present ; there is no means of holding 
yon responsible to any nation for your acts. This investigation would not have taken 
place ii Mr. Steinberger had not interfered with Her Britannic Majesty's consul, my- 
self, and other British subjects. 

His Majesty appointed this meeting and requested his premier to be present. 

Captain Stevens then proceeds with his address respecting Commander Erben's let- 
ter to the United States consul here, first reading a letter of remonstrance from the 
United States consul that Commander Erben should have furnished Mr. Steinberger 
with a copy of an official document. He then proceeds with his address, and the in- 
terpreter (Dr. Turner) reads Commodore Erben's letter in the Samoan dialect ; Captain 
Stevens at the conclusion again proceeds with his address until he is interrupted by 
the King, who rises and suggests that, the day being far advanced, the meeting shall 
be adjourned until Wednesday, the 29th of December. 

Captain Stevens. If it would suit His Mi^^^^y ^ would prefer meeting to-morrow, 
(Tuesday ;) and would he allow me to finish the sentence I am now at ? 

His Majesty remarks, '^ That he does not wish to investigate Mr. Steinberger's author- 
ity ; they have appointed him. If Mr. Steinberger does anything Wtong it is for them 
to remove him or punish him, and not any one e&e." 

Captain Stevens asks if this statement is made with a view to stay proceedings or 
for a postponement only. 

His Majesty wishes his address to Captain Stevens to be translated and the proceed- 
ings then to go on. 

Captain Stevens states that Commander Erben's proceedings here with reference to 
Mr. Steinberger have been pronounced to be very unsatisfactory ; requests that His 
Majesty's letter may be handed in for translation, and that the meeting may assemble 
to-morrow instead of 'Wednesday, the 29th instant. 
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Mr. Steinbekger. I think that I can explain. The government have affairs to set- 
tle at the reqnest of the captain of the Gazelle, (German war- vessel.) 

Captain Stevens. K His Majesty will assent to my proposal or not, I shall he glad 
to hear it. 

His Majesty. My reason for adjourning over to to-morrow is that we have business 
to settle with the captain of the Gazelle. 

Captain Stevens. With great regret I have to accept Yonr Majesty's decision. 

The meeting is then adjourned. 

Signed by Captain Stevens, Royal Navy, Her Majesty^s ship Barracoata ; S. F. Will- 
iams, Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul, Samoa ; S. S. Foster, United States consul, 
Samoa; E. L. Layard, Her Britannic Majesty's consul for Tonga; Rev. G. A. Turner , 
M. D., London Mission Society, interpreter. 



Third Day, December 29, 1875. 

The proceedings are opened by Captain Stevens inquiring of His Majesty whether 
they (i. e, the Taimna and Faipnle) are all assembled. 

The King. We are all assembled. 

Captain Stevens then commenced his address, asking that he may be allowed a 
patient hearing. 

His Majesty assents, and wishes Captain Stevens to say all he has to say without in- 
terruption. 

His Majesty's speech of the 27th instant, Monday, was then read in English. 

Captain Stevens proceeds with his address and refers to paragraph 16 of His Majesty's 
speech, and remarKs thereon. The address is then continued, and paragraphs 2o to 30 
of the King's speech are read and commented on. The address is then continued, and 
paragraphs 26 and 27 of His Majesty's speech are reverted to by Captain Stevens, 
showing the government that these two clauses (i. «. 26 and 27) contradicted each 
other. The address is then proceeded with and finished. 

Captain Stevens then rose to leave, and after shaking hands with His Majesty and 
while in the act of bidding adieu, 

The King requested that a meeting might be held in three days' time.to enable them 
to reply to Captain Stevens's questions. 

Captain Stevens. I shall be glad to accede to your request, but regret that I cannot 
consent to subject myself to further insinuations that I have endeavored to force a 
meeting, and therefore request that any wish you may have to make may be sent to me 
in writing. 

Captain Stevens, his officers, and the foreign representatives then left. 

Signed by Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N. ; S. F. Williams, S. S. Foster, E. L. Layard, G. 
A. Turner. 



[iQolosnre 2.] 

Address delivered by Captain Stevens to the members of the Taimua and Faipule at a meeting 
arranged by the King of Samoa, to investigate claims and complaints of British subjects. 

First Day, December 24, 1875. 

Your most gracious Majesty, nobles of the Taimua and Faipule : I have availed 
myself of His Majesty's kind invitation to meet you here to day for several reasons, 
and especially pleased that I now see you and have been introduced, which I have se 
long desired, and I regret that so many days have elapsed without my having been 
furnished with the opportunity. 

Without any farther introduction, and for the purpose of convenience, I will proceed 
at once to enumerate them. 

1. That Her Britannic Miy'esty's consul has represented to me that my visit to the 
Samoan group of islands, that what has taken place since I have been here, the object 
of my coming here, and my intentions and feelings toward you, have been willfully 
misrepresented to you. Her*Britannic Majesty's consul has requested me to investigate 
the discourteous way in which he has constantly been treated, inclading the circum- 
stance of British subjects having been summoned to a court of justice and summarily 
dealt with, &c., without his either being consulted or in any way being referred to, 
and a number of other similar contumacious acts of your government, which have 
brought Her Britannic Maiesty's consul's authority and position here into contempt 
and seriously affected his legitimate influence. 

2. The procrastination and undue delay that his representations have met with, 
which characterizes your government's actions, and is reported to have been so preju- 
dicial to the interests of British subjects here. 
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3. The improper and ontrageons treatment of a British subject on the 17th of De- 
cember of this year by one of your officials, who possessed a commission under Mr. 
Steinberger's signature. 

4. That certain notices relating to Her Britannic Majesty's government, and furnished 
to your own, were torn down from the place in which they were exhibited, by one of 
your government officials — a serious and intentional insult to the British government. 

5. To the outrage committed upon the senior lieutenant of Her Britannic Majesty's 
steamer Barracouta, Her Majesty's consul, and myself, on one of your highways, on 
the morning of the 2l8t instant, and the insolent treatment which one Mr. Latrobe 
thought fit to adopt to us on the occasion. The insult was conveyed by persons who 
were armed and stated themselves to be soldiers of your government. The represent- 
atives of foreign powers have never been told that the road was stopped, while 
native people could pass to and fro, as was witnessed by us during our detention ; 
even this morning the fact of the British consul being constantly ignored, as in the 
letter from you of this date. I made in my letter of the 22d instant a very ordinary 
request that the different consuls may be at this meeting, in reply to which I received 
a letter conveying a covert slight to all the foreign representatives here. 

6. Nothing was ever further from my intention in my visit here to exercise any author- 
ity or to take any steps with relation to your government. I am aware exactly the 
contrary has been stated and reported to yon, but when these representations are made 
and I am officially requested to investigate them, no other course is left me to pursue, 
and I cannot escape from the responsibility of doing so, unwilling as I am to under- 
take this duty. 

7. It has been falsely stated to you, by whom you know as well as myself, that I 
came hfite to hoist the British flag ; that I came here to annex the islands to the Brit- 
ish crown ; that I seized the schooner Peerless ; that I intended to take your guns from 
you ; that the lands of the Fijians have been confiscated since annexation, and that 
inhabitants of those islands have been enslaved. I have brought Mr. Layard, late ad- 
ministrator of the Fijian government, with me to-day, who will inform you what has 
taken place, if you wish it. Every one of these statements is an absolute untrnth. 
You know as well as myself who promulgated these reports. I wish to observe that 
what I now wish to denounce as being falsehoods are tne following, viz, to hoist the 
British flag, to annex the islands, that I seized the schooner Peerless, that I intended 
to take your guns from you. The object of my visit here was to watch the interests 
of British subjects, show the British flag, and to perform the ordinary duties of a man- 
of-war in visiting foreign countries. I further explain to the natives of Samoa, if they 
do not know what the ordinary pursuit of a Britisli man-of-war is, it is simply to watch 
the interests of British subjects and protect them if necessary. I have no power or 
instructions or wish to hoist the British flag in your islands, or to annex them. Your 
government has not been hitherto recognized by any of the great powers, and conse- 
quently you cannot legislate for their subjects. As regards the seizure of the schooner 
Peerless, I was not even consulted about her seizure. On the 17th December, as the 
American consul was passing my ship to seize the schooner Peerless, (50 yards idiead of 
the Barracouta,) I received his hrst dispatch, and soon after she was seized I received 
a second communication. (An interruption was here caused by Mr. Steinberger rising 
and objecting to this matter being proceeded with, on the plea of it being a private 
transaction. For full particulars vide minutes of proceedings.) Some time after re- 
ceiving the second dispatch, viz, 9.30 on the 17th instant, and after the schooner had 
been removed to the inner harbor, I sent my senior lieutenant to her to obtain partic- 
ulars of the assistance the American consul had applied to me for, and it was not un- 
til the afternoon at 4 p. m. of that day, viz, eight hours after she had been seized, that 
I sent a boat's crew to land and take to the American consulate the arms and military 
equipment. 

8. It will now be convenient to state that Mr. Steinberger sent, about 10.30 a. m. on 
the 17th December, on board to me a Mr. Frank Piatt, with a request that on his (Mr. 
Steinberger's) behalf I would receive for perusal his (Mr. Steinberger's) credentials 
from the President of the United States of America, in fact the King of America. I 
pointed out to Mr. Frank Piatt that it would be very irregular for me to peruse snch 
documents excepting in the presence of the British and American consuls. He intimated 
in his reply to me that he was not aware whether these officers had seen them, and for 
that reason I declined to examine these documents, stating to Mr. Piatt that the Amer- 
ican consul was the proper means of communicating with an English representative. 
Mr. Piatt also informed me on this occasion that both he and Mr. Steinberger were 
American citizens. (Here an interruption occurred by a crowd of natives bringing a 
present for Captain Stevens ; vide minutes of proceedings.) I now wish His Majesty to 
desire that Mr. Steinberger's credentials may be produced for our mutual inspection. 

The King then consented, and certain papers were produced by Mr. Steinberger, and 
a discussion upon the question of Mr. Steinberger's credentials arose, (vide minutes of 
proceedings.) It was unanimously decided to adjourn the meeting. Captain Stevens 
finishing his speech in the following words : 
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9. "I wish all Samoans to nnderBtand that by anything I say or do I desire not to in- 
jure them, and that neither the British goYernment nor myself feels toward them in 
any other way but that of the utmost friendly kindness.'' 

The meeting was then adjourned until Monday, the 27th of December, 1875. 



Second Day, December 27, 1875. 
Captain Stevens's address. 

Your most gracious Majesty, nobles of the Taimua and Faipule: When our meeting 
was adjourned on Friday last, Mr. Steinberger had laid on the table certain documents, 
which he professed to be his credentials from the United States Government, and which 
certain gentlemen, the representatives of foreign powers, have kindly consented to 
examine and report upon. He also promised to forward three other documents, which 
he said he could not lay his hands on at that time, and the delay this morning has been 
caused by the representatives of foreign powers having been obliged to draw up a re- 
port on the non-receipt of these papers. I have here a note from your Samoan secre- 
tary, stating that the said were never furnished him, and that thus he was unable to 
fbrward them. Would Your Majesty like to have it read f 

(The King here interrupts, and a long discussion ensues respecting Mr. Steinberger's 
credentials. For full report vide minutes of proceedings.) 

I will now proceed to read the report which the representatives of foreign powers 
have handed to me, referring to the documents which they examined. 

(The report is then read ; also native secretary's letter. A discussion then ensues 
respecting the credentials of Mr. Steinberger and the commission of Mr. Foster. For 
full report vide minutes of proceedings.) 

I will now call on Dr. Turner to read his translation of Commander Erben's letter, 
but before doing so I beg to read a portion of a letter which was forwarded to me by 
Mr. S. S. Foster through Her Britannic Majesty's consul. (Paragraph 145 of letter and 
copy of instructions to Admiral Almy read.) You will thus observe that the letter 
about to be read was written by the officers in command of the Tuscarora to the 
American consul, and relative to conclusions arrived at by the court appointed to 
investigate American claims against the natives, and Mr. Steinberger was out of order 
in having produced such letter without having first received special permission from 
the United- States consul. (Letter is then read by Dr. Turner, the interpreter for Cap- 
tain Stevens.) Commander Erben's opinion in this matter is not of the slightest value 
or importance to yon or any other interested person. The point which we are investi- 
gating now is, under whose and what instructions Mr. Stein bereer came from America 
on the second occasion to take office in these lands. It is this which interests you, and 
not the views that Commander Erben took of the merits of Mr. Steinberger's conduct 
here, which can in no sort of propriety be construed into an official authority. Not- 
withstanding that I have thus disposed of Commander Erben's letter, I will, for the 
purpose of making matters thoroughly plain, and in order to give Mr. Steinberger 
every advantage, refer to the statement Commander Erben makes in that letter. 

Here His Majesty interrupted the proceedings, requesting an adjournment. Captain 
Stevens desired to finish his sentence, but was not allowed. For full particulars vide 
minutes of proceedings. 

The meeting was then adjourned until Wednesday, the 29th December. 



Third Day, December 29, 1875. 

Captain Stevens^s address. 

Your Majesty, members of the Taimua and Faipule : In all civilized and enlightened 
countries the custom is, that when a gentleman rises to address a public meeting he is 
allowed a patient hearing, and is not interrupted until he has completed his address. 
The King's address was listened to by me without interruption, on Monday last. So 
for from my being treated in accordance with this custom on the two past days on which 
I had the honor of addressing you, I was continually met with disrespectful Interrup- 
tions and obstructions to my progress, and I would now record a most earnest protest 
against such derogatory treatment, and I hope that I shall be allowed to complete my 
few remarks upon this occasion without further interruption. Will Your Majesty as- 
sent to this, for it is only upon the condition that you accede to my request that I 
shall dwell upon any portion of your address to me. 
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(His Majesty consents. ( Vide minntea'of proceedings.) Before proceeding farther, I 
propose that tbe translation of His Majesty's address be now read. 

(His Majesty's address was then read in English.) 

It woald answer no useful purpose for me to dispose of , seriatim, all the different 
points commented on by His Majesty, more especially as I have already answered some 
of them in my remarks on Monday, the 27th instant. There are one or two particulars, 
however, which I cannot allow to pass unnoticed. With reference to paragraph 16 of 
His Majesty's address, which I will again read, (paragraph read,) I would observe, 
that I would never think of taking notice of any false reports which any private 
individuals have spread ; but the point which I did take notice and complain of is, 
that scandalous reports with reference to the annexation of the Fiji group, and other 
matters, have been put in circulation by Mr. Steinberger, the premier of your govern- 
ment ; this I have the power to establish beyond a doubt. 

With reference to paragraphs 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30, (paragraphs read,) I beg your 
< areful attention for a few minutes. You remark that you sent a request to America 
for the governments of Samoa and America to be united, and you believe that your wish 
was accepted, and in consequence Mr. Steinberger was sent down to direct yon in fram- 
ing laws and carrying out your government. I wish to make clear to you that this be- 
lief of yours is entirely wrong. I proved conclusively to you on Monday, the 27th in- 
stant, that Mr. Steinberger had no credentials from the American Government ; I wish 
again to inform you that the whole subject of establishing an American protectorate 
over this group of islands, or annexing them, was discussed in the United States Con- 
gress in the early part of 1874, shortly after Mr. Steinberger returned to America after 
his first visit here, taking your request, which I read a litUe while ago, and the decision 
arrived at was that they would have nothing to do with annexing or protecting the 

froup. You will then observe that when Mr. Steinberger came down the second time, 
e misled and deceived you all. He has no commission which warrants him in acting 
as he has been doing here, usurping a power which he does not possess ; he is trying to get 
your power into his own nands. Samoans ! are you not ashamed to think you have such 
a man at the head of your affairs f You state that the cause of holding this investigation 
is obscure to yon. I can only repeat that this investigation would never have taken place 
but for the improper treatment of Her Britannic Ms^esty's consul, the Insult conveyed to 
him and myself by Mr. Latrobe, the false reports regarding British rule in Fiji, and ttie 
habitual disregard of consular representation and the ignoring of their legitimate juris- 
diction, as also the other matters of complaint which I lay at the door oiyour premier, 
and the responsibility of which he has accepted, at these meetings personally contradict- 
ing my statements, and by other means, in which he has tried to disprove statements 
I have made and established before you all, and which were set forth in my remarks 
on Friday, the 24th instant. From what was on my part a simple representation and 
investigation of the complaints brought to my notice by Her Britannic Majesty's con- 
sul most serious matter has emanated, inasmuch as I have clearly pointed out to you 
that all this trouble has been caused by Mr. Steinbereer, who proclaims himself to be 
an American subject, and who, at the same time, holds the office of your premier. 
And here I must point out to yon that you consider you have control over him, 
"whereas you cannot possibly have any, for he is an American subject. I wish to draw 
your attention to the 26th and 27th clauses of your speech ; please read the 27th clause 
first, and then the 26th, the one being a direct contradiction of the other. In 
the paragraph of Your Majesty's address on which I am now commenting you have to 
all intents and purposes indorsed Mr. Steinberger's actions here, both for the present and 
for the future, and yon therefore render yourselves liable for whatever redress the English 
government may hereafter think fit to demand for the shortcomings and all other 
matters set forth by me to you at our interviews. It is to be regretted very much 
that you should have adopted this course, notwithstanding that I have already proved 
to you that Mr. Steinberger has never had any credentials and authority for being here, 
and has thus imposed upon you and endeavored to do so upon myself, and we have 
proved both his writings and his words to be false in various instances during the 
present investigation. If, however, you have determined to support him and all his 
actions, I have now to tell you that I entirely concur in the views of Her Miuesty's 
consul, viz, that you cannot carry out any laws whatever with regard to British sub- 
jects, and we^Her Britannic Majesty's consul and myself—- further strictly eigo^^^ you 
on no pretext whatever to attempt to do so, nor to levy any tax or fine of any sort or 
description upon them, nor attempt to coerce them, directly or indirectly, under any 
circumstances whatever. After leaving here to-day I shall proceed to consider what 
further course it will be most desirable for us to pursue, as, from your determination 
to support Mr. Steinberger, the matters which w^e have been considering have assumed 
a most serious phase. 

I would here inform you that all my actions and all the words I have uttered here 
will be faithfully reported home and known by all foreign powers. In the perform- 
ance of my duty, I have nothing to conceal and have no object in doing so. I am now 
going to utter the last words I propose addressing to this meeting. In conclusion, I 
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would ask whether your resolution to support Mr. Steinherger in his unwarrantable 
conduct is the deliberate decision of Your Majesty, your Taimua, your Faipule, and 
your nation ? 
The address here ended. For conclusions vide^annntes of proceedings. 



[Incloenre 3.] 

S, F. Williams J acting British consul, to Captain Stevens. 

British Consulate, Apiay December 20, 1875. 
Captain Stevens, R. N., 

ffer Britannic Majesty^s Steamer Barraoouta : 

Sir : As you have represented to me that your stay here is drawing to a close, and as 
the Sanioan government has not hitherto shown any desire to entertain and settle the 
serious questions already mentioned in my dispatch of the 14th instant, I have the 
honor to submit for your consideration that, before your departure, you will be so good 
as to endeavor to obtain an interview with His Majesty the King and his ministers for 
the purpose of investigating the following complaints : 

I would submit for your consideration that should such an interview take place, the 
United States consul and myself may be present. 

I respectfully beg also to submit that the following subjects which I, the mission- 
aries, and my colleagues have had the honor of carefully discussing with you, may form 
the subjects of investigation, should we be successful in obtaining an interview : 

1st. The discourteous manner in which I have been constantly treated, including the 
circumstance of British subjects having been summoned to a court of justice and sum- 
marily dealt with without my ever having been consulted or in any ^ay referred to, 
and many other acts bringing my position and authority here into contempt, and which 
have seriously affected my legitimate influence. 

2d. The procrastination and undue delay with which my representations with refer- 
ence to the hiterests of British subjects have been received and treated. 

3d. The improper and outrageous treatment of a British subject on the 17th instant, 
by an official holding a 'commission signed by the premier of the Samoan government. 

4th. To the fact that certain notices relating to Her Britannic Majesty's government 
have been torn down. 

5th. To an outrage committed on you, myself, and the senior lieutenant of Her Brit- 
annic Majesty's steamer Barracouta, on one of His Majesty the King of Samoa's high- 
ways on the 21st instant. 

6th. To the willful misrepresentations, which have come to my ears, of the reason for 
your visit to this port, and also to the inclosed list of claims. 

I wish respectfully to point out that should Her Britannic Majesty's steamship Bar- 
racouta leave this port without these matters being gone into, the existing unsettled 
and altogether unsatisfactory state of the relations oetween the Samoan government 
and British subjects, not to mention all foreigners, especially Americans, wSl undoubt- 
edly result in serious consequences. 

It is with reluctance I represent that my duty dictates that I should urgently point 
out the desirability of endeavoring to bring about an interview with the Samoan gov- 
ernment for the representation and investigation of these important matters. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. F. WHiLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 

Copy. 

Charles E. Stevens, 

Captain* 



[IncloBore 4.] 

Alfred L, Poppe, acting German consul, to S, F, WilUamSf acting British consul. 

German Consulate, Apia, December 29, 1875. 
S. F. Williams, Esq., 

Hei* Britannic Majesty^s Acting Consul : 

Sir : Having from Captain von Schleinitz, Imperial German navy, learnt your wish 
to be officially informed of part of the object of our visit to King Malietoa, I now 
beg to state that we expressed our desire that no laws in any wise touching the interests 
of white people should be made and decreed by the Samoan government, without first 
hearing the opinion of or consulting with the foreign consuls about them. 
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Oar motive in giviD|;r this advice to the Kin^ was to secure protection to the promi- 
nent interests of forei^ settlers, which can hardly be obtained by other means in a 
conntry whose politiofl3 and jadicial oircnmstances are still almost entirely unsettled. 
We do not aim at any undue influence in the legislation of Samoa, but it must be made 
clear to the Samoan government that foreign settlers are not here on sufferance, and 
that through their labor, and the advantages which from it have resulted to Samoa, 
they have acquired a positive right to a voice in Samoan affairs, inasmuch at least as 
their own interests are concerned. I have no doubt our respective governments will 
sustain our pretension. 

It would be a different thing if foreigners had come to settle here after Samoan laws 
were already in existence ; in which case they would have had to submit to them. 

If you think proper to take joint action m this matter, I would propose a meeting, 
together with the United States consul, and leave it to you to speak to him about it. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

ALFRED L. POPPE, 
Acting German Consul. 
True copy. 

Charles E. Stevens, 

Captain. 



[Inclosare 5.] 
Heport of foreign conauU on ci'tdentiah. 

We, the undersigned, having inspected the documents submitted to us on the 24th 
instant, do hereby testify that they are simply two passports, dated respectively the 
29th March, 1873, and the 12th December, 1874, and cannot be in any way construed as 
credentials from the United States Government or the President to Mr. Steinberger. 

The other documents promised by Mr. Steinberger have never been forwarded to us 
either by him, as the secretary to the Taimua, or appears from the accompanying letter 
from that officer dated the 24th instant. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
E. L. LAYARD, 
Efer Britannic Majesty's Consuly Fiji and Tonga. 

ALFRED L. POPPE, 
Acting German Consul. 
Apia, Samoa, Dec. 27, 1875. 

Copy. 

Charles E. Stevens, R. N. 



[lucloaure Ko. 6. J 

S. F. WilligMSy British consul^ and 8. S. Foster^ United States consul, to Captain Stevens, 

requesting him to remain at Apia. 

Apl\, Samoa, December 31, 1875. 

Sir: We, the undersigned consuls, representatives of Great Britain and the United 
States of America in Apia, Samoa, would most respectfully represent to you some fetcts 
with regard to this government and its relations with the foreign population, and call 
your attention to the serious consequences likely to ensue at the present time to us and 
our subjects and citizens should we be left unprotected, by the departure of her Bri- 
tannic Msjesty's steamship Barracouta, under your command. 

In April last one A . B. Steinberger arrived as passenger in the United States steamship 
Tuscarora, bringing with him certain cannon and munitions of war, represented by 
him to be {tresents from the United States Government to the Samoan people. 

A letter is reported to have been read from the President of the United States to the 
rulers of Samoa, to the effect that he had sent Mr. Steinberger, according to their re- 
quest, to assist them in forming a government. He produced no document to prove 
that he bore any office or appointment from the Government of the United States, bat 
stated that he was deputed by the President of the United States to deliver certain 
presents. 

On the 18th of May a constitution written by him was adopted by the Samoan peo- 
ple, in which constitution was provision for the office of premiei:, giving that official 
the supreme power of dictator. This office was conferred on Steinberger. 
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By provision in the constitution the premier is aaperior to the King ; and by and 
throagh the appointment of judges by himself, and his power over the King, be be- 
comes chief arbiter over the supreme court, of fines and imprisonments, over all prop- 
erty and landed estates of the subjects and foreigners in Samoa. 

This constitution was cheerfully acquiesced in by the missionaries and all the foreign 
population, as they considered any form of government was preferable to the war, 
anarchy, and confusion that for so many years had reigned in Samoa ; every one of 
the islands hailed the advent of Mr. Steinberger as a happy event, and hoped that his 
efforts to establish a good government would be crowned with success. 

This delusion, however, soon passed away when it was discovered that this Mr. 
Steinberger, who was to be our wise law-giver, and who was to be the instrument of 
raising the Samoans to the highest state of civilization, was a man of the most de- 
praved character; that he was anotoriou sand shameless drunkard, a habitual fornica- 
tor and adulterer ; that he sets all law at defiance, human and divine, and would scruple 
at nothing to carry out his ba se designs. 

He surrounded himself with men of his own stamp, one of whom is a refugee from 
justice and a fraudulent bankrupt. 

He has appointed men to office throughout Samoa (with few honorable exceptions) 
of the lowest orders and of doubtful character ; the present governor, for instance, of 
the Apia district of the Tuamasuya, is a public defaulter, put out of office by the 
former government, and now re-instated by the premier. 

That he seeks to ingratiate himself with the lower order of foreigners and natives of 
dissolute character and desperate fortunes, in order that he may have fit tools to do 
his bidding. 

He has appealed to and inflamed the baser passions of his followers by exempting 
them from punishment of crimes daily brought to his notice by the outraged foreigners. 

He has promised to these ignorant people to restore to them the lands sold by them 
to foreigners in good faith, and for which they have been paid, saying that no foreigner 
has any title to land in Samoa. 

He has said officially that he would establish a land commission to examine titles, 
and that all foreigners should bring their deeds for registration, and that If any one 
refused so to do, his deed should l>e forfeited, although registered in his consulate 
years before Steinberger arrived on the islands. 

He has from the first ignored consuls and consular jurisdiction, and tried foreigners 
before Samoan courts for pretended ofi'enses, without consulting the consuls. 

He ordered the trial and condemnation, without consulting the consul, of an Ameri- 
can citizen to five years' hard labor for a pretended offense against Samoan laws, before 
they were promulgated or put in operation, and he pnblicly stated that had he had 
the least cause to do so he would have had him hanged as an example to natives of 
his power over foreigners. 

That he has always shown, since his advent to power, his hatred to all foreigners of 
the better class, subjects or citizens, and that they have been Illegally arrested, 
knocked down and ironed, dragged before Samoan tribunals and fined, without evi- 
dence to show that they had been guilty of any offense. 

That as time progressed he has become more arrogant in his deportment and tyranni- 
cal in his assumption of power until the foreign population have become in continual 
dread and apprehension for their personal safety and that of their property, as their 
consuls are powerless to protect them. 

He has threatened to send the United States consul and other United States citizens 
out of the group in irons, and states that he has sent for a ship of war for that pur- 
pose ; this the natives by hearing so often have come to believe, and consequently 
treat the consul and his office with perfect contempt, and laugh to scorn his assuming 
to have any power in Samoa. 

He kept the schooner Peerless under the United States fiag, well armed, and sailed 
from district to district, and threatened to shell and burn any town that proved 
refractory to his laws. 

He made the natives believe that this vessel was under the order and control of the 
United States Government. 

He had two villages on the island of Tutuila heavily fined for slight and trivial 
offenses against laws of which they were ignorant. 

He compelled these villages to sign a contract to pay this fine in Copra to a Thomas 
Merideth, who advanced the cash to the impecunious premier. 

These facts, sir, that we have called your attention to are not all jliat we can sub- 
stantiate in this man's career of crimes and usurpations; and we here declare that 
owing to the desperate and unscrupulous character of the man and his influence over 
the worst class of Samoans in his government, and to his having sworn revenge for 
the seizure of the Peerless, and to his having been so signally checked in his career of 
dictator by yourself in the late interview with His Migesty en the subject of British 
claims ana insults to Her Britannic Mtgesty's officers, which has more than ever ex- 
asperated him and his followers, we, the consuls, as well as the foreign population, 
are m constant fear for our lives and property. 
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We, therefore, in behalf of ourselves, oar sabjeots, and oitizens, do beg of yon to 
remain here to afford us that protection we so mnoh need an til we oan communicate 
to our respective governments the existing state of affairs in Samoa ; if not, the result 
will undoubtedly be great danger to life and property and ruin to many doing busi- 
ness here. 

Hoping you will take this our position into serious consideration, and not abandon 
US in this our hour of distress, is our earnest wish. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servants, 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majeety^s Acting Consul, 
S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
Captain Stevei^s, R. N., 

Her Majesty^ 8 Ship Barracouta. 



No 23. 

"So. 39.] Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter. 

United States Consulate, 

Apiaj January 18, 1876. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit in this dispatch copies of the 
minutes of the meeting of the foreign consuls, on board of Her Majesty's 
ship Barracouta, Oapt. 0.- E. Stevens, on the 13th instant ; 
Inclosure No. 1 being Captain Stevens's address to the meeting ; 
Inclosure No. 2, the minutes of the meeting ; 

Inclosure No. 3, the proclamation, being the duplicate of the one 
already transmitted. 

Also copy of petition of the foreign residents of all nationalities to 
Captain Stevens to remain to protect them, (inclosure 4.) 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul, 



[Inolosare 1 in Xo. 39.] 
Chairman's address. 

Gentlemen : I think it is understood hy all present that we are assembled to-day 
by mntnal consent to discuss the present situation and the existing relations between 
the Samoan government and the representatives of foreign powers in Samoa, especi- 
ally as relative to the welfare of the subjects and citizens committed to their charge, 
whose interests have been greatly interfered with and endangered by the malprac- 
tices, neglect, and disregard by the Samoan government of the legitimate jurisdiction 
and authority of the said representatives, as set forth to them and all those present at 
the conference of the 24th, 27th, and 29th ultimo, at Mulinuu. Inasmuch as this is 
acknowledged by us all to be our object, perhaps it will be as well to briefly review 
the different governmental transitory conditions that this group of i^ands has passed 
through. 

2. Previous to the ratification of the constitution which came into operation on the 
1st of November, 1873, each tribe in Samoa was governed entirely by local chiefs, ac- 
knowledging no king or ruler but their respective chiefs, and no laws but those which 
each chief passed. £>nrin|^ this epoch consular representation was fully and properly 
entertained and their legitimate jurisdiction upheld. 

3. The first constitution was passed by and with the consent of all foreign repre- 
sentatives then present, and was cheerfully and fully carried out by their countrymen, 
in addition to which it was adopted aAd complied with by all Samoans, excepting the 
inhabitants of the islands of Tutuila and Manua, whom it never reached during its 
existence. Ever since the passing of this constitution, Samoa has enjoyed the blesB- 
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ings of peace. Foreign consals were allowed the right of entire jurisdiction over the 
8 objects of their Tespective nations, and no laws were framed or passed withoat their 
advice being asked and their sanction obtained. 

4. In the early part of 1875, at the request of the chiefs, an altered constitntion was 
peaceably framed, differing from the other in the following respects, viz, that whereas 
the first consisted of seven members of the Taimna, in conjunction with the represent- 
atives of the foreign powers, (American, German, and English consuls,) the second 
comprised the enthronement of a member of the family of Malietoa and one of the 
Tupna family as joint kings, with fourteen members of the Taimua. 

5. While some minor points in it were being discussed, and before it could be satis- 
fied, Mr. Steinberger appears on the scene and coerces and cajoles these islanders into 
selecting him as " premier," which he asserts is for life, under the most shameful and 
willful misrepresentation relating to the Government of the United States of America, 
and the authority and credentials which he falsely stated he possessed from that 
Government. 

6. For this man, Mr. Steinberger, much support was sought and obtained by all the 
well-disposed people here, especially those among the foreigners, and bestowed upon 
him in the position of premier, in the belief that his occupying that post in the gov- 
ernment of the country would be productive of good results, and the third constitu- 
tion was adopted under that belief, and with the idea that he, the author and opera- 
tor, was supported and maintained as aforesaid. This third constitution included the 
present King being enthroned for four years, to be sucteeded by a member of the Tu- 
pna family; fifteen Taimua, which body is now, without any provision, increased to 
sixteen ; and one Faipnle to every 2,000 inhabitants, with Mr. Steinberger as premier ; 
and the briefest reference to this deed will convince you of the entire authority in the 
workings of the government that he has reserved to himself. 

7. All of you have from day to day Individually more or less, according to circum- 
stances, since I have had the pleasure of your acquaintance, represented to me how 
improperly he, Steinberger, has fulfilled his promises and his duties, both socially and 
politically ; and inasmuch as yon are convinced that your interests and those you rep- 
resent, and we are compelled to protect, are not safe in Mr. Steinberger's hands, whom 
the Samoan government have, in their address of the 27th ultimo, at Mulinuu, con- 
firmed in his position, by indorsing his actions and expressing their intention still to 
intrust their interests and governance to his keeping, notwithstanding the malprac- 
tices above mentioned, and especially those brought to light at those interviews ; and 
inasmuch as you have concluded to adopt by joint action such measures as it is to be 
hoped will insure the proper independence of action and protection for your subjects 
in the performance of their legitimate pursuits as members of civilized communities, 
it would therefore appear to be only necessary for you to decide what steps your course 
of action should now take, and I would therefore invite Mr. Alfred Poppe to first ex- 
press his opinion on this subject. 

(Signed) CHARLES E. STEVENS. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of the original as 
handed me. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
Vnited States Consul, 



[Inclosnre 2 in "So. 39.] 

Copy of minutes of a meeting held on hoard of Her Majesty^s shij) Barracouia, January 13, 

1876, with 2 inclosures. 

No. 1. Chairman's address to the meeting. 
No. 2. Proclamation to the foreigners. 

Minutes of proceedings held on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta, the 

13th of January, 1876, at 10 a. m. 

Present : Capt. Charles E. Stevens; Mr. S. F. Williams, Her Britannic Majesty's acting 
consul ; Mr. Alfred L. Poppe, acting consul for His Imperial Majesty of Germany ; Mr. 
S. S. Foster, consul for Uniteid States of America ; Mr. Hubert E. Rudge, assistant pay- 
master, R. N., secretary to Captain Stevens ; James L. Young, esq., secretary to Her 
Britannic Majesty's consul. 

Proceedings opened by the consuls requesting Captain Stevens io preside. 

Captain Stevens read his address, stating that the object of reading this address is 
to save time and simplify proceedings. 
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The addi'ess having been read, Captain Stevens wishes to know if it meets with the 
approval of the consuls. 

The consuls for Great Britain and the United States approve of it unreservedly; the 
oonsal for Grermany stated there are some slight tilings in it that he objects to, but 
when asked to point them oat, he stated, '^ In the whole I am fall^ satisfied with it.'' 

Mr. Poppe is then asked by Captain Stevens what coarse he thinks it desirable to 
pursue. 

Mr. PopFE. What I propose is the same as I wrote to Mr. Williams, viz, that the 
consuls should have a voice in making the laws as thej*^ had before Mr. Steinberger ex- 
ercised his influence here. I consider that as a right we have acquired. 

Captain Stevens asks Mr. Poppe does he approve of the treatment foreigners had re- 
ceived. 

Captain Stevens then said to expedite matters he thought it would be better to read 
Messrs. Williams and Foster's suggesitons as to the steps that should be taken in the 
present emergency. 

First clause read and submitted for approval. 

Mr. Poppe objects, as he does not think it will work, and thinks that they should 
intimate to the Taimua first that they contemplate adopting this coarse. 

Captain Stevens stated that under the leadership of the present premier this gov- 
ernment cannot be recognized as at the meeting at Mulinuu, 24th, 27th, and 29th ul- 
timo, appointed by themselves, they paid no attention to his representation, and stated 
their determination to support their premier. 

Mr. Poppe stated that power ought to bo allowed the native police to arrest foreign- 
ers only for cases of murder and burglary. 

Captain Stevens stated that this clause is simply reverting to the old constitution of 
1873, when the consuls had a voice in the framing and passing of the laws. 

Messrs. Williams and Foster here stated that the present police system in Samoa 
is open to great abuses, a^ it is notorious that the police take bribes to connive at 
crimes. 

A desultory conversation here ensued, relating to the incapability of the Samoan 
police to preserve order, and their general incompetency, after which the clause was 
agreed to unanimously. 

Captain Stevens then read the second clause. 

Mr. Poppe objects to the last portion of the clause, as he thinks we ought to nay 
taxes in any country we live in, but the consuls ought to have the right to say whether 
the taxes are too high or not, but any government has a right to levy taxes. 

Captain Stevens. Yes, any civiliz^ government has, but he, the United States 
and British consuls cannot ae;ree that any such man as Steinberger shall have juris- 
diction of any sort over British subjects or American citizens. 

Mr. Steinberger will not consult the consuls in any way, and the King and his min- 
istry are trying to force Mr. Steinberger on us. 

Mr. Poppe. Certainly consuls ought to be consulted as to the making of laws. 

Captain Stevens. But the government will not consult the consuls. 

Mr. Poppe. The government ought to be asked whether they will or not. 

Captain Stevens. I have written to them, as has also the British consul, and they 
will not give either of us any satisfactory answer. 

Mr. Poppe suggests that a letter should be written to the Taimua, asking that the 
consuls be consulted before laws are passed. 

Captain Stevens. It is time that the unwarrantable proceedings of this government 
should be stopped. No British subject can be interfered with by a government which 
recognized as its " premier " a man like Mr. Steinberger. 

Mr. Poppe suggests that if this clause be agreed to, a copy should be sent to the 
King. 

Captain Stevens. Certainly it is for that purpose we met to-day ; the whole of these 
resolutions will be embodied in a proclamation, one of which will be sent to the gov- 
ernment. 

The second clause was then passed unanimously. 

The third, fourth, and fifth clauses were then read and passed unanimously. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Poppe the sixth clause was inserted with general approval, 
Mr. Poppe giving as a reason that his consular instructions authorized him to subject 
laborers, unprotected natives, under engagement to him to the laws of his nation only. 

The seventh and eighth clauses were then read and passed unanimously, with the 
amendment to the eighth as suggested by Mr. Poppe. 

The meeting was then adjourned, while the proclamation was drawn oat, consisting 
of the resolutions above passed, with preamble. 

Meeting re-assembled at 2 p. m. 

Captain Stevens read the proclamation, which was then signed by himself and the 
consuls. 
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Mr. Williams then rose and proposed a meeting of all foreign residents at the British 
consulate at 12 noon, the object that, for the pnrpose of explaining to them their 
present political statns in Samoa, by reading to them the proclamation previous to 
its being posted. 
Agreed to. 
The meeting then adjoamed. 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 
Captain B, N., H, M, S. Barracauta* 
S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Acting Consul for Great Britain. 
S. S. FOSTER, 
Consul for United States of Anierica, 
ALFRED S. POPPE, 
Acting Consul for H. L M, the Emperor of Germany. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing minutes of proceedings is a trae copy 
of the original as handed to md on tbe 15th day of January, A. D. 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[iDclosnre 3 in No. 39 ] 
Proclmaation. 

Inasmuch as the Samoan government have thought fit to set aside and interfere 
with and ignore the legitimate jurisdiction and authority of the representatives of 
foreign powers in Samoa, and have committed and adopted numerous malpractices in 
direct opposition to civilized laws, customs, and usage, have willfully indorsed these 
actions in every respect when represented to it (the Samoan government) at the public 
conferences of the 24th, 27th, 29th ultimo, in the presence of the undersigned and 
Layard, Her Britannic Majesty's consul for Tonga and the Fiji, and the captain of His 
Imperial Majesty's German ship of war Gazelle, and we having this day assembled on 
board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Barracouta in the interests of our respective nations 
to discuss and decide what couri?e we should adopt for the future protection of the 
safety, freedom, and protection of property of our subjects and citizens — 

Besolvedf Ist. That no subject or citizen of a nation which is represented by a consul 
shall be arrested without the consent of the said authority, as previous to July, 1873. 

2d. That no laws in anything relating to foreigners shall be carried into effect in any 
respect. 

3d. No Samoan shall be allowed to put irons on any foreigner at any time unless so 
ordered by the said foreign consul. 

4th. All trials and condemnations heretofore made by the present government against 
a subject or subjects, citizen or citizens, of any of the nations as are represented by an 
accredited official, such official's consent and approvel not having been obtained thereto, 
shall be declared null and void. 

5th. Foreigners in Samoa belonging to any nation which has no representative in 
the country shall be entitled to obtain protection from any consul in Samoa that they 
may choose, provided, always, consent to such protection be obtained fcom such repre- 
sentative, but under such circumstances it is distinctly understood that they (the said 
foreigners and subjects seeking the protection of another flag) shall forthwith register 
themselves in the consulate of the nation that the flag represents, and shall thenceforth 
be subject to and governed by the decision of the consular representative of the said 
nation. 

6th. All persons of foreign extraction residing in Samoa, and held to service and 
labor, shall be subject to and governed only by the laws of their employers, his or their 
nation. 

7th. From time to time lists of such subjects as are referred to in clauses 586, regis- 
tered in each consulate, shall be furnished to the Samoan government. 

8th, And we finally withdraw our subjects and citizens from this jurisdiction and 
influence of this until the Samoan government consents to foreign representatives hav- 
ing due authority in the framing of the laws, and they the subjects and citizens are 
withdrawn. 

Be it understood that the clauses in this proclamation have not been framed or set 
forth for any other purpose than that of the protection of the lives and property of 
the subjects of the foreign representatives enumerated above, for their security and 
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safety, and they are hereby enjoined to commit no impropriety whatever, and are ex 
pected to conduct themselves as they would do if they were in their native country. 
. Given under our hands at Apia, the 13th day of January, 1876. 

CHARLES E. STEVENS, 
Captain B. N,j Ship Barracouta, 
ALFRRD L. POPPE, 
Acting Consul H. I M, Emperor of Germany, 
S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Mojeei^s Acting Consul, 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of the original read in 
the public meeting on January 14, 1^76. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 



[Inclosure 4 in No. 39. J 
Petition addressed to Captain Stevens hj foreign residents. 

To Captain STE^'ENS, R. N., 

Her Britannic Majesty^ s ship Barracouta, now at anchor in Apia Harbor: 

The petition of the British subjects and other foreign residents, at present in Samoa, 
humbly sheweth : 

That, about two years ago, one who called himself Colonel Steinberger visited 
Samoa in a small schooner, the Fanny, with a commission from the United States of 
America to inquire into the capabilities and resources of these islands. 

At that time he pretended to be a remarkably moral man, and this obtained the 
sympathy and assistance of the foreign population. 

When leaving he assured them that '' during his absence his constant prayer to God 
would be for their welfare." 

That, in April, 1875, he returned to Samoa, when he again received the cordial sup- 
port of the foreign population, who used their influence with the natives in his favor. 

That since then they have discovered that the said Steinberger has been making 
false representations to the natives, to the effect that he held a commission from the 
United States Government to make laws, and that he has the power of the United 
States at his command to assist him in the execution of the same, and by making 
other false statements, threats, and promises he has obtained such unlimited control 
over a certain party of natives that he is now acting as absolute dictator of these 
islands. 

That from the slanderous reports which he has circulated among the natives in order 
to prejudice their minds against the foreign population, and from threats which he has 
uttered against many of them, they believe tney have very grave reason to fear that 
their property, their liberties, and their lives are endangered ; indeed the said Stein- 
berger has been heard to declare that he will execute summary vengeance upon several 
as soon as Her Majesty's ship Barracouta shall have left the group. And as he has 
already tried, in an illegally-constituted court, a foreign resident, whom he sentenced 
to five years hard labor, on the roads, for an offense committed before these laws came 
into force in the island where he resided, they have no doubt but he will find means 
to carry these threats into execution. 

That since the seizure of the yacht Peerless and armament by the United States con- 
sul, he seems to have become desperate, having removed all his artillery from Mull nun 
and the ammunition from the magazine near Apia to a fort about one and a half miles 
from Apia, and garrisoned the said fort with native troops, now being disciplined by 
him. This fort commands the public road, and none are allowed to pass without an 
order from the commanding officer. The natives at present have also been led to be- 
lieve that a conflict with the foreign residents is imminent. 

That we know the general conduct of the said Steinberger, his drunkenness, his 
lying, his debauchery, nis disregard for the common decencies of life, and from his 
habitual violation with impunity of those laws instituted by himself for the govern- 
ment of the social relations of life, which is notorious, have a strong influence lor evil 
over the minds of the natives. 

That no protection can be obtained from the present government ; that robbery and 
thieving are, if not openly, yet passively encouraged by the fact that the perpetrators 
of these offenses are allowed to escape, while their captors have been put in irons and 
fined — proof of which can be establisned ; and that the consuls declare they are unable 
to do anything toward obtaining redress or satisfaction for those complaints which 
have been lodged in their offices. 
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That in those cases where foreigners have rendered themselves amenable to the law, 
the treatment they have received can only be characterized as bratal. 

That we are strongly of opinion that a majority of the natives are not favorable to 
the present premier ; bat that an honest expression of their opinions cannot be ob- 
tained, as some of the highest chiefs have already been arrested for daring to show any 
opposition. In fact that the said Steinberger is acting as a thorough despot, and we 
firmly believe that he will recapture the yacht Peerless, and proceed to other violence 
against the foreign population as soon as Her Majesty's ship shall have left her 
anchorage. 

For these and many other reasons we might assign we believe the said Steinberger 
to be a dangerous man, and that, as neither life or property can be considered as safe 
while he remains in the country, we beg and pray that if it be possible he may be re- 
moved, or that you take such steps as you may deem most fit and proper for the pro- 
tection of our lives and property, if his removal cannot be effected. 

Apia, December 2ri, 1B75. 

Signed as follows : 

W. C. Turnbull. Ch. Nezler. 

S. Dean. C. O. Hammond. 

Frank Cornwall. H. Smith. 

Moses David. E. Wend. 

J. Aseman. Joe A. Coster. 

David Kinison. Alfred A. Smalley. 

A. G. Stead. Henry Fruan. 

Antonio Perireny. Oluf Christianson. 

h^LtJ^:^'- O. G. Wing. §t^ ^ 

William Dnnlop. Johon Anderson. 

Charles Bell. T. Dickson. 

M. Lanahan. George Parkinson Bradley. 

J. Fretton. 

Henry Marshall. Ah Sue. 

Alexander Craig. 

John King Bruce. Sun Hing Lang. 

William Johnstone. Alfred Fruan. 

Thomas Johnstone. W. M. Williamson. 

G. Duseigneur. Edward Hall. 

Ad. Volkman. Bruno Ran. 

James L. Young. Christian Coritts. 

Julius Schevencke. E. Butler. 

W. Tuskow. W. Frost. 

J. W. Williams. Samuel Gordon. 

James Laurenson. John Johnson. 

J. C. Jenkins. William Williams. 

J. W. Aull. J. Sharp. 

J. E. V. Alvord. 

I hereby certify that the within names and foregoing petition, with names attached, 
is a true copy of the original petition as handed me this day, and that I am acquainted 
with most of the signers of the said petition, and know their signatures to be the true 
and genuine signatures of the persons so signing. 

In witness wnereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of this consulate this 18th 
day of January, A. D. 1876. 

LsEAL.] . S. S.FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 




No. 24. 

Mr, Campbell to Mr, Foster. 

No. 20.] Depaktment of State, 

Wctshington^ March 13, 1876. 

Sm : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch No. 35, dated 
5th January last, with inclosures. It relates to the seizure by you of 
the schooner Peerless, for a breach of the neutrality laws of the United 
States, and to the alarming state of affairs in Samoa.* 

The matter of the seizure of the schooner will be considered by the 
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Department when the fall particulars in regard to it, promised by } ou, 
are received. It is thought that the instrnctionjs to you from the De- 
partment, 12th January last,* in relation to Ool. A. B. Steinberger, renders 
it unnecessary to instruct you further in regard to the other matters re- 
ferred to in your dispatch. 
I am, &c., 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
I'hird Assistant Secretary, 



No. 25. 

Mr. Foster to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 44.] United States Consulate, 

Apiaj March 18, 1876. (Received May 13.) 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit for your perusal two contracts and 
accompanying letters, found among the papers of Col. A. B. Steinberger 
after his arrest. Inclosure No. 1 is a contract with Messrs. J. C. Godef- 
froy & Son, of Hamburg, with A. B. Steinberger. This requires no 
comment, but fully explains hi^ course here against the foreigners, and 
particularly his envenomed course towards the American consul and 
American citizens. Inclosure No. 2 are letters, numbering 1 to 10 inclu- 
sive, referring to the aforesaid contracts. Inclosure No. 3, contract 
with J. H. B. Latrobe, of Baltimore. Inclosure No. 4, wherein he com- 
mits perjury in San Francisco. Inclosure No. 5, bill of sale of George 
F. Waters, showing he had a right to the custody of all Steinberge^s 
prints, papers, &c. I also find, in his extensive correspondence, copies 
of all his letters to the State Department against myself. I find letters 
reflecting no great credit on certain officers of the United States Gov- 
ernment, but I feel rejoiced to state that no one in the State Department 
is implicated in this stupendous swindle. 
I have, &c., 

S. S. FOSTEE, 
United States Consul 



Copy of agreement between Col, A, B, Steinberger and John Ces, Godeffroy dt 

/Son, of Hamburg, 

I hereby certify that the within written agreement is a correct copy 
of the original now in my possession. 
Apia, March 18, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul, 



[Inclosare No. l.J 

AgreemeDt between Colonel A. B. Steinberger and Messrs. John Ces. Godeffroy & Soo, 

of Hamburg, for their establishment at Apia. 

UPOLU, SAMOA. 

1. Col. A. B. Steinberger proceeds to the Samoa Islands as United States commis- 
sioner, in order to establish there a fixed and substantial government upon the prin- 
ciples of good administration. The advantages of such a fixed government are too 
evident both for the welfare of the Samoa population and for the development of tbe 
rich resources of these islands. 

*See former report, p. 124. 
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2. Col. A. B. Stein berger, -who, by his future position at Samoa and the home endorse- 
ment, will evidently exercise a paramount iniflnence in the Samoan Islands, hereby 
pledges himself to the proper and legitimate interests of the establishment of J. 0. 
Godeffroy & Son at Apia, and to avoid all other business connexions in toto in America, 
Europe, & Samoa. He will advise with the managers of said establishment upon 
all important matters : especially where the welfare of the same is concerned, he will 
identify the interest of the Samoa government with that of the establishment of J.C. 
Godeffroy & Son at Apia, and secure to the latter a representation commensurate with 
the importance of said establishment's interests. 

3. J. C. Godeffroy & Son promise on behalf of their establishment at Apia in every 
way to co-operate with Colonel A. B. Steinberger in his laudable and humane purpose, 
to instruct their representatives at Samoa heartily to assist Colonel Steinberger and in 
every way in his arduous task, namely, to keep upon good terms and to cultivate the 
intercourse with the missionaries, to keep a vigilant eye upon the behavior of their 
vessels' crews on shore, etc., etc. 

4. J. C. Godeffiroy <&. Son promise, as soon as the established government at Samoa 
is recognized by the United States of America, to use directly and through the. German 
consul at Apia all the influence they possess to promote the recognition of the Samoa 
government by the German Empire, and to submit on behalf of their establishment at 
Apia in all differences and claims to the regular to be established courts of justice at 
Samoa. 

a. In addition to the above general stipulations, it has especially been agreed 
between Col. A. B. Steinberger <& Mess. J. C. Godeffroy & Son, for their establishment 
at Apia — Col. Steinberger to procure for the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy & Son at 
Apia the Samoa government recognition and countersignature of all land sales hereto- 
fore made to the managers of the same by the natives. It' being understood, to that 
effect, a department of the interior and a government registry of land-sales is to be 
created. 

h. The government to permit the introduction of foreign labor, (Chinese as well as 
other islanders ; ) copies of contracts t6 be lodged with the government ; all such labor 
to be voluntary, and their grievances as well as all complaints -against them subject to 
courts of law and decision. Each laborer to be registered with name, age, and place 
of birth or nativity ; to be furnished with a government permit, and at the expiration 
of their term of contract to be at liberty to depart or recontract, or to remain as citizen 
at Samoa with all privileges and immunities, but subject to general law ; each laborer, 
however, to be free and exempt from direct taxation or compulsory delivery of produce 
(see art. g) during their contract time, but the contractor to pay a per capita tax of 
fifty cents per annum to the Samoan gov't for each and every adult male laborer. 
The Samoa government to furnish to those ships which the manager of the establish- 
ment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son point out as destined to import foreign laborers into 
Samoa the necessary permit passports. 

c. That free trade be the established system of the Samoa government ; no export nor 
import duties, except upon the importation of spirits, as hereinafter mentioned, (see 
art. kj) to be levied. 

d. That the harbor dues shall not exceed those created for Pago- Pago by American 
officers — ^say three cents per register ton ; this not to apply to tenders, small craft 
(under 200 tons reg.) acting as coasters or carriers for larger vessels. 

e. Pilotage to be under the jurisdiction of a board of harbor commissioners, who are 
to appoint persons of trustworthy character as pilots ; the scale of pilotage to be fixed 
in accordance with present customs, and after consultation with the manager of the 
establishment of J. C. Godeffroy & Son at Apia. 

/. That a per capita tax shall be levied on each adult male inhabitant of the Samoan 
group, (except imported laborers, as hereinbefore mentioned,) to be paid to the Samoan 
government in kind — say coprah, cocoa-nut fibre, or other article of export, however, 
at least one-half in coprah and cocoa-nut fibre, having a specific and fixed value ; and 
that the Samoan government be responsible for the value and quality of such material. 

^ 9' That the government of Samoa create a contingent fund, exclusive of other taxa- 
tion, to be provided for by a law making it compulsory for each head of a family (for- 
eign laborers excepted) to produce and furnish to the national treasury of Samoa sixty 
pounds of well-dried, sound coprah and sixty pounds of cocoa-nut fibre for each and 
every member of his family, himself included. 

A. AH coprah and cocoa-nut fibre in the hands of the Samoan government through 
taxation, payment of government employees, or settlement of disabilities, to be sold to 
the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son at Apia, at the price of 1^ cent (one & one- 
half cents) pr. lb. for either article, for a period of the next ten years, to be delivered 
at the offices of said establishment at Apia, or at one of their agents or stations in the 
Samoa group, and "to commence after the establishment of the government and the 
introduction of the corresponding laws. After the expiration of the first ten years, the 
price for coprah and cocoa-nut fibre is to be agreed upon again for the next term of 10 

H. Ex. 44 9 
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years, between the government of Samoa and the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and 
Son at Apia, this latter to abrogate such contracts at one year's notice. 

t. All lands improved and under cultivation prior to Ist March, 1875, to be exempt 
from taxation for a period of ten years from that date, this provision, however, to 
apply to productive plantations, (excepting cocoa-nut trees.) All land coming into 
cultivation after Ist March, 1875, to be subject to an annual land-tax. 

k. All spirits to be subject to a tax or import duty. Wine and beer always excepted. 

L The government of Samoa to grant a monopoly for the exportation of the bark of 
the na or Chinese paper mulberry to the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son at 
Apia, for Europe, and to Walter S. Wilkinson, of Baltimore, Md., for America, for a 
period of twenty years from date of establishment of intended Samoa government. 

m. That after tbe Ist January, 1875, all native lands can only be sold to the Samoa 
government ; and that hereafter only government titles will be esteemed valid. 

ft. Col. A. B. Steinberger to exert bis influence for speedy settlement and fulfillment 
of past difficulties and claims between the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Sou at 
Apia and tbe government at Samoa, or Samoa chiefs or people. 

o. Col. Steinberger to use his influence and promote a steam communication between 
San Francisco and the Samoa group. 

p. The establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son be appointed the bankers and fiscal 
agents of the Samoan government at Samoa, and J. C. Godeffroy and Son at Hamburg 
to be appointed the same for the world, excepting the United States of America, bur 
Also there if they deem it political and advisable. 

q. The Samoa government to "fix a standard coin as a legal tender, and if necessary, 
in order to facilitate the circulation, to create paper money to serve as legal tender in 
the Samoa Islands. Tbe establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son at Apia to be in- 
trusted with the execution of this measure and the coining of the circulating medium — 
say, of copper, nickel, or other metal — upon terms to be agreed upon between Col. A. 
B. Steinberger and the managers of said establishment. The establishment of a gov- 
ernment bank, and the conditions likewise to be discussed and fixed between Col. A. B. 
Steinberger and the manager of tbe establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son, when- 
'ever the moment arrives ; and, at all events, the management of such a bank to be in- 
trusted to said establishment. 

r. That of all coprah <& cocoa-nut fibre sold by the government of Samoa to the 
establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son at Apia, or any other agency or station of the 
same in the Samoa Islands, (see art. hj) Col. A. B. Steinberger to receive from that 
•establishment two dollars per ton weight delivered. 

8, That Col. Steinberger receives a commission of 10 %" — say ten per cent. — upon the 
amount of purchase of all other produce or material sold by the government of Samoa 
io the establishment of J. C. Grodeffroy and Son. 

t. That Col. Steinberger receive a commission of 10% — say ten per cent. — upon the 
amount of all purchases made by the Samoan government for material, etc., etc., from 
the establishment of J. C. Godeffroy and Son at Samoa. 

In witness whereof we, the undersigned, have this 16th day of September, 1874, 
affixed our signatures. 

A. B. STEINBERGER. [seal.] 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY & SON. [seal] 

Attest : 

GusTAv Godeffroy. 
John W. Thompson. 



[iDclosure No. 8— A.] 

IIamblrg, September 19, 1874. 

Mes rs. Godeffroy <fc SrrxEM, 

<i'a» Francisco : 
Dear Sirs : We beg to confirm our yesterday's letters, and now have to advise you 
that we, under date of 16th instant, have given us the pleasure to hand to Col. A. B. 
Steinberger a letter of introduction to your good selves, wbom we heartily to your kmd 

civilities and reception. ^ x x- e -ci 

Colonel Steiuberjjer proceeds, as commissioner of his government, trom fean J ran- 
cisco to the Navigator Islands, in a vessel of the United States Navy. At San Fran- 
cisco Colonel Steinberger will purchase a vessel for us, if he finds a suitable one for 
our purposes, and we herewith open in the favor of Colonel Steinberger a credit with 
vou for the sum of $7,000— say seven thousand dollars— for the purchase of said vessel. 
The vessel please get registered in the name of your Mr. William Sillem, in order to be 
allowed to carry the American flag, and hold it entirely at the disposal of Colonel Stem- 
ber*rer, who will man her, equip her, and furnish her with provisions, providing the 
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faods for all this. She has to be cleared by your good selves for Apia, Navigator Isl- 
andS) and we request you to insure the vessel for a voyage to Apia at the amount paid 
for her. 

Please send on to Apia a power of attorney for Mr. Alfred L. Poppe, with a power to 
substitnte for the sale of the ship and the transfer of the titles. Your drafts on us for 
the re-in\bnrsements of your outlays, either in reichsmark or iu pounds sterling, paya- 
ble London, will find due protection, and believe us, dear sirs, yours, very truly, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFfiOY & SON. 



[Inclosure No. 2--B.] 

Hamburg, Sepieniber 19, 1874. 
Col. A. B. Steixberger, 

To the care of the offices of the United States Minister , London : 

Dear Sir : We thank you for your lines of 17th instant, from Frankfurst, with in- 
closure, for which, however, there was no necessity. Our people at Samoa don't know 
anything of it. 

The last quoted exchange at New York for sterling is $4.84. The people at Frank- 
furst got, therefore, not quite ^ per cent, for banking, which is not so much- out of the 
way. Inclosed you find copy of our to-day's letter to Godeffroy & Sillem, San Fran- 
cisco, the tenor of which is entirely according to your wishes. We will be always very 
glad to receive news from you, and remain, very faithfully, yours, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY <fe SON. 

The photograph of my country-seat will reach you in the U. S. A. Cesar is out 
shooting to-day. All send best regards to you. 

G. 



[Inclosure- No. 2 — C.J 

Col. A, B. Steinherger debit to Joh, Ces. Godeffroy ^' Son, Hamburg. 

Dec. 2, 1874. To payment from A. E. Godeflfroy, New York, £800, gold $3, 880 

Feb. 27, 1875. From Godeffroy «fe Sillem, cash, gold 1,500 

From Godeffroy & Sillem, cash, gold |S,500 

Lawyer Bowrie, notarial fees, purchase of schooner Peer- ) 100 

less 5 2 

8,602 

Total, gold $13,982 

E. & O. E. 

To be settled with the factory of Joh. Ces. Godeffroy <& Son, in Apia, with interest 
at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum. 
Hamburg, May 1, 1875. 

JOHN CESAR GODEFFROY & SON. 



[Inclosare No. 2— D.] 

Hamburg, Decembei- 7, 1874. 

My Dear Sir: We addressed you on the 20th October to Washington, and on the 
24th October to London, and I have now to acknowledge receipt of your message of 
13th, from Washington, your letter of 18th November, and your message of 30th No- 
vember, from New York. By our telegram to our relation at New York, under date of 
3d instant, we complied to your wishes regarding advances, and we now await your 
various communications you intended to give us. The main point is an early departure 
for the islands, especially as the people ~at Samoa talk of the election of a King, and 
our agents fear that this may lead to a fresh outbreak of civil war, which certainly 
would be inhibited by your presence. 

Our agent at San Francisco will be as discreet as cautious in every respect. You 
may rely upon it. All your news sound well, and, knowing yon as we do, we are 
sure everything will go right, and that we as well as our friends at Samoa can depend 
upon you under all circumstances. 
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The Auckland Blae-book, whioh treats the scheme of the establishment of a New 
Zealand and Polynesian Company, you will of course have to hand. It will not be 
brought before the New Zealand parliament before next year's session. 

Do write us before leaving San Francisco, and please take charge of our corraspond- 
ence for Samoa, which our agent at San Francisco will hand to you. 

My family unites in kind regards to yon, and believe me, my dear sir, yours truly, 

JOH. CESAR GODEFFROY. 



[Inclosure No. 2— B.) 

Hamburg, December 17, 1874. 

Dear Sir : We addressed you on the 7th instant to San Francisco, as per copy in- 
closed, and we have now to acknowledge receipt of your very welcome communica- 
tions of 27th November, from Washington, and 1st December, from New York, all of 
which had our particular attention. We hope you will be able to give us always 
similar good accounts of your proceedings, and you know that you can rely upon us 
under aU circumstances, as we do upon you. Our people at Apia will act entirely in 
accordance with vou^ and we feel quite confident that your mutual endeavors will 
bring everything forward in a prosperous way. It is a dimcult task you have to fulfill, 
but having had the pleasure of your personal acquaintance, we feel convinced that 
a failure of your message may be considered next to an impossibility. Our complying 
with your wishes for some advances will prove to you our desire to meet your views, 
and in accordance herewith we opened to-day a further credit in your favor with our 
friends at San Francisco for £300, we say three hundred pounds sterling, to put you in 
funds at San Francisco, if there be the necessity for unexpected outlays. We will 
charge 6 per cent, interest on these advances, and it is understood that you will refund 
us by the returns for you at Apia. 

Our nephew sent us your receipt for the £800 he paid you at New York, and advised 
us that the life-policy you mention will come forward by one of the next steamers. 
The copies of the documents yon intend to send us will be put under double lock in onr 
safe, depend upon it, and you may rest assured that everything will be managed on 
our part in a proper anl most cautious way. We shall be delighted to see Minister 
Mr. Jones and his lamily at Hamburg, and we need not add that we will do all in our 
power to make such a stay to this gentleman as agreeable as possible, and show him 
all attentions. Regarding the small craft and the mortgage for the purchase-money, 
we desired our San Francisco friends to meet your wishes entirely, and we have writ- 
ten to Apia on the subject quite in the way you mention. Mr. Poppe and our kind 
brother will take care that everything will be managed with great discretion, in order 
to avoid all unnecessary comments at Samoa. We tbank you n)r the manner you men- 
tioned us to His Excellency the President and the Secretary of State regarding Sa- 
moan affairs ; we are glad to be able to add, according to news received, that the 
amounts of the claims due in 1875 and 1876 will already have been settled by the Samoan 
government in all probability by this time. If anything worth mentioning should 
still come into our minds, we shall address you again to San Francisco. Meanwhile 
believe us, dear sir, yours, faithfully, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY & SON. 

Onr ladies unite in kind regards to you. 

To Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

San Francisco. 



[Inclosure No. 2— F.) 

Hamburg, Janttary 7, 1875. 

Dear Sir : We addressed you under date of 17th December, as per copy inclosed, 
and we ought to wish that these lines will not meet you any more at San Francisco, 
as we adhere to tlie proverb, *' time is money/' and are longing to see a beginning 
made with tlie establishment of a regular government at Samoa. 

According to telegraphic news from Apia up to 27th November, everything went on 
smoothly there, and our factory and business was still always on the increase. Yon 
will find our people there up to the mark in every respect, and quite ready to act with 
you hand in hand in all directions, in which we see the guarantee for every success in 
our mutual endeavors for the development of Samoa affairs. If you can make the na- 
tives work, grand things can and will be done at Samoa, and our friends there know- 
ing our disposition and onr intentions will always be ready to co-operate with yon. 
Mr. William Sillem has been desired by us to manage the affair of the small craft you 
intended to purchase at San Francisco entirely to your mind, and we have written to 
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Apia in the same way, so that you will have everything yonr own way, and we only 
trouble you to fulfill the necessary formalities for the case of death. 

Do let us hear from you whenever you are at leisure, and wishing you the compli- 
ments of the season, we express the hope that 1875 will see already a good beginning 
of our united proceedings. 

Believe us, dear sir, yours, faithfully, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY & SON. 
Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

San Francisco. 



[Inclosnre No. 2— Gr.l 

Hamburg, January 25, 1875. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of January 7 is to hand, with the copy of the valuable dis- 
patch from high quarters ; so we were very glad to learn from your lines that you in- 
tended departing from San Francisco fully fortified in every respect for the Samoan 
enterprise. 

We can only repeat that you will find our people at Apia prepared for your arrival 
and for the promotion of your views in the pursuit of your plans, just the same as if 
we were personally there. 

It will be your task to remove at an early moment all detrimental competition which 
may spring up on the beach at Apia adverse to the carrying through of the plans in 
contemplation. 

Your life-policy of $10,000, transferred to us, was sent us by Mr. A. E. Godeffroy, 
New York, and has been carefully dejiosited in our safe. 

From Mr. W. P. Wilkinson we received a letter, accompanied by your lines of intro- 
duction, with an application for the agency of some large continental fire or marine 
insurance company. We shall give this matter our atteutiou, and shall be glad to be 
of use to Mr. W. 

Believe us, dear sir, yours, faithfully, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY & SON. 

(We inclose copy of our last lines of 7th instant.) 

Col. A. B. Steinberger, 

San Francisco, or Apia Samoa Islands. 



[Inclosure No. 2— H.] 

San Francisco, February 27, 1875. 

Dear Sir : Previous to your last departure from this city, it was understood that we 
should advance to you eighty-five hundred ($8,500) dollars to enable you purchase 
the schooner Peerless, you giving a mortgage back to secure us the repayment of that 
amount. We are advised, however, by counsel that no foreigner can taKe a mortgage 
npon an American vessel. We have, therefore, arranged with Mr. Jerome B. Ford, a 
citizen, to loan yon that sum, and as security for its repa3'ment the vessel has been 
conveyed by Mr. Ogden to him, and this day registered in Ford's name. This consti- 
tutes the transaction a loan and mortgage, of which the inclosed defeasance from F. 
to you is evidence. Ford, by this mail, sends power of attorney to Alfred L. Poppe, 
authorizing him to convey the vessel to you or your assigns at any time within a year, 
(and the time may, if necessary, be extended,) upon the ^layment of the amount, §8,500, 
loaned as above. 
Very truly, 

GODEFFROY & SILLEM. 

A. B. Steinberger, Esq. 

Dear Sirs : Thd arrangement mentioned in the foregoing letter is in every respect 
satisfactory to me, and I fully ratify, adopt, and confirm the same. 
Very truly, 

• 

Messrs. Godeffroy & Sillem, 

Sun FranciscOf Cal. 
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[Indosnre No. 3—1.] 

Die Factokia von Joxan CESiiR Godeffroy and Sohn, 

Apia, May 5, 1875. 
Colonel Steinbebger, Present : 

Sir : In reply to your note of yesterday, we have referred to article 3 of the contract 
between you and Messrs. Godeffroy & Son, and beg to state that we have not found any- 
thing in it which could entitle you to complain about non-fulfillment of its stipulations 
on our part nor authorise you to propose its abrogation. 

We beg leave to assure you that we are as mucq disposed as ever to assist you in 
ever^ way in your intentions to establish a good and firm government in Samoa, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the contract. Messrs. Godeffroy on their part have done more 
than they were obliged to do by making you advances to the amount of $14,000, but it 
does not follow that we are to go on with them. According to their instructions we 
are not allowed to extend this credit, and we therefore thought proper to advise you of 
this on the first opportunity. We do not see any cause of offense in a matter which 
is of daily occurrence in mercantile affairs. 

There is no stipulation in the contract which might be interpreted as an obligation 
to furnish you pecuniary assistance or credit; if you* counted upon it you ought to 
have made an agreement about it in Hamburg. 

As much as we know, your position in regard to the Samoans is still uncertain ; they 
may alter their minds, as they are too apt to do, and they may choose to govern them- 
selves and go on in the same deplorable way as hitherto. In such case your good inten- 
tions would be frustrated and our own expectations fall to the ground. Now, you must 
acknowledge that in such an event any further advance on our part would run great 
risk. We hope yon may succeed in coming to terms with the Samoans. When we see 
your position amongst them fixed and secure, and a prospect of good government and 
peace, we may recommend our Hamburg friends to reconsider their determination 
about credit, and in the meanwhile we shall ask for further instructions from them be- 
forehand. 

We remain, sir, yours, respectfully, 

ALF. L. POPPE. 



[Inclosure No. 2 — J.] 

Hamburg, September 1, 187.5. 
Coli A. B. Steixberger, Jj>ta, Samoa : 

Dear Sir : Your favor of 2lst March reached us a short time ago, having only been 
posted at San Francisco«by Mr. Blake on his arrival there. We most sincerely con- 
gratulate you to the success already obtained at Samoa by forming the government 
and the acceptance of a constitution adapted for the islands, and we add our best 
wishes that your future endeavors may have the same satisfactory success and will 
lead to a final consolidation. We regret that you consider yourself in the beginning 
not so substantially and to the full extent of your expectations assisted by our friends 
at Apia. We feel confident that our friends will do all they can within the range of 
their power to give you all assistance, which we know they desire to do, to promote 
your endeavors, and in accordance with the development of the circumstances there, 
and yon must attribute any disappointment you may have felt to the peculiar circum- 
stances always prevailing at the time of such political changes, but not to the want 
of good will and disposition on behalf of our mends at Apia. 

In consequence of the breakdown of the steamer from Australia, your communica- 
tions per Cesar Godeffroy are not yet to hand. We hope to receive the same in about a 
fortnight and at the same time news from Apia up to July 16 will reach us. We most 
earnestly desire that these will bring us the tidings of your progressing satisfactorily 
in the task you have put before yourself, and we do not doubt for a moment that this 
news at the same time will bring us the confirmation of a full understanding between 
yourself and our friends at Apia, with whom we beg to request you to treat also in fu- 
ture with full confidence. 

Believe us, dear sir, yours, very truly, 

JOH. CES. GODEFFROY & SON. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing letters and accounts, numbering 1 to 
10 inclusive, are true copies of the originals now in my possession. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 
Apia, March 20, 1876. 
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[Inclosare No. 3.] 

Copy of articles of agreement hetween A. B. Steinherger and John H, B, Latrohe^ of 

Baltimore^ Md, 

I hereby certify that the within written agreement is a correct copy of the original 
now in my possession. 
Apia, March 18, 1876. 

S, S. FOSTER, 

United /States Consul, 

Articles of agreement made this second day of January, in the year eighteen'hundred 
and seventy-five, hetween Albert B. Steinherger, of the city of New York, of the first 
part, and John H. B. Latrohe, junior, of the city of Baltimore, of the second part, wH- 
nessetb, That whereas the said Steinherger has existing contracts looking to pecuniary 
profits with various parties, and proposes to enter into others, at the Samoa or Naviga- 
tor Islands, in the Pacific Ocean ; and whereas the said Latrohe has agreed to accom- 
pany the said Steinherger to the said islands, and to render all the service that may he 
in his power in carrying out contracts now existing or hereinafter to be made, it is 
hereby agreed hetween the parties hereto, that in consideration of the service to be 
rendered by the said Latrohe, he shall be entitled to twenty-five per cent, of all com- 
missions and pecuniary profits of ever> description of all undertakings in which the 
said Steinherger may be engaged during the existence of the present contract between 
the said Steinherger and the said Latrohe ; and whereas, in addition to commercial 
transactions, it may so happen that the said Steinherger may have it in his power to 
establish and organise a form of government for said islands, or some of them, under 
"Which it may so happen that the said Steinherger may hold office, and be able to pro- 
vide office through his influence for his friends, these articles of agreement further 
witness that the said Steinherger will in good faith use his influence, both official and 
personal, to procure for the said Latrohe the best and most honorable and lucrative 
office under said government after he, the said Steinherger, shall be himself provided 
for, he the said Latrohe agreeing to do whatever may be in his power to facilitate the 
efi;brts of said Steinherger to form and organize the government aforesaid. And it is 
hereby agreed that the said Latrohe shall, in addition to the compensation by way of 
official salary and through the profits herein provided, be furnished by the said Stein- 
herger at the said islands with suitable quarters and subsistence^ and also with trans- 
portation for himself and his personal effects from San Francisco to said islands free 
of charge. And whereas, in addition to such profits and commissions as the said Stein- 
herger may become entitled to as aforesaid, other profits and commissions may arise 
from other undertakings in which said Steinherger may engage, including such as may 
be carried on with Walter S. Wilkinson, of the city of Baltimore, it is understood that 
in regard to all such the said Latrohe shall be entitled in like manner to receive twen- 
ty-five per cent, as compensation for services to be rendered in connection therewith. 
It is also understood and agreed that the interest of the said Latrohe in the commis- 
sions and commercial profits as comprehended in this agreement shall not commence 
until the sum of thirteen thousand five hundred dollars shall have been re-imbursed to 
said Steinherger for expenses heretofore incurred by him in connection with the busi- 
ness in question. It is further agreed that any compensation that may be received by 
the said Steinherger from the United States G<)vernment for past or future employment 
in connection with aaid islands * shall be included in the terms of this agreement. It is 
understood by the parties hereto that the profits herein referred to are the net profits 
of the transactions out of which they may arise. It being also agreed between the 
parties that the agreement hereby made shall continue in force for the term of ten years 
from the date of these presents, with the understanding, however, that the said Latrohe 
may at any time after the expiration of the first two years terminate this agreement, 
and the said Steinherger shall thereupon make a fair settlement of all the transactions 
comprehended in this agreement with the said Latrohe, aud shall pay the said Latrohe 
his full and fair proportion of one-fourth in the same up to the date of the termination 
of this agreement by said Latrohe. 

It being understood that the said Latrohe shall only terminate this agreement with 
the intention of returning to America, or at all events leaving Samoa, aud terminating 
all his relations, official and otherwise, in the Samoan or Navigator Islands. 

In witness whereof we have set our bands and seals the year and date first above 
written. 

(Signed) A. B. STEINBERGER. [seal.] 

JOHN H. B. LATROBE, Jr. Lseal.] 
Witness: 

(The twenty-third line on the 3d page being interlined.) 

Fekdinand Latrobe. 

* The words underlined are those referred to by witness. 
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[Inclosure Xo. 4.] 

San Fkanciscc, May 7, 1874. 
A. B. Steixbekger : 

Dear Sir : Mr. Brooks is now, and for two weeks pa^t has been, engaged in a large 
ejectment suit, and he has requested me to write to you that this grand Jury here 
have found an indictment agaiUst you for perjury. There are two counts in the indict- 
ment : one for perjury in swearing to the answer in Lent i\ Steinberger, and the other 
for perjury in giving the deposition in the same case. The witnesses examined before 
the grand jury are G. B. McClenning, Joseph Clark, Wm. M. Lent, E. B. Holmes. 
The indictment was tiled May 1st, 1874. ^ 

Yours, 

W. LEVISTON. 

I hereby certify the above writing is a true opy of the original letter, now in my 
possession. 
Apia, March 20/ft, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United Slates Consul. 



[loclosare No. 5. J 

MuLiNuu, Upolu, Samoa, 

December 24<A, 1875, 8 o'clock a. m. 

For in consideration of the sum of one dollar, the receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, paid to me by Geo. F. Waters, I do sell, consign, assign, and transfer 
all personal property belonging to me in Samoa to the said Geo. F. Waters, and I fur- 
thermore consiga to the custody of Geo. F. Waters all my prints, papers, and docu- 
ments. 

(Signed) A. B. STEINBERGER. 

Witness : 

John Latrodb. > 

Frank Platt. 

Matthew Hunkin. 

I hereby certify that the above writing is a true copy of the original bill of sale now 
on record in this office, in Book D No. 6, folio 19. 
Apia, March 20th, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul 



Ko. 26. 

Mr. Foster to Mr, Hunter, 

No. 47.1 United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 18, 187G. (Received May 13.) 

Sir : I have the honor to iuform you that A. B. Steinberger was 
arrested 8th of February and placed on board of the British man-of-war 
Barracouta, on request of Malietoal, King of Samoa, as per inclosures. 
I have the honor, &c., 

S. S. FOSTEE, 

United States Consul 



[luclosare No. I in No. 47.1 

Samoa, February 7, 1876. 
To S. S. Foster, 

Consul of the United States : 

Sir : I, Malietoa I, KiDg of Samoa, hereby make known my earnest desire to yoar 
excellency. It is as follows : 

I am determined that A. B. Steinberger, premier of my government, shall be removed 
rom otfi.08 and from this group. 
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My reasons for this desire are, that he has been proved to be a liar and an impostor; 
that he has been the cause of all the troubles which are called insults offered by me 
and my government to the representatives in Samoa of the British and United States 
governments ; and I am convinced that, if he be not at once removed, he will be the 
cause of the ruin of my government and nation. 

The means at my command are not to be relied upon for his removal ; and it is diffi- 
cult for me to deal with an American citizen, being unaccustomed to the manners of 
civilized nations in sach cases. I therefore earnestly entreat your excellency, in con- 
junction with Mr. Williams, the British acting consul, and Captain Stevens, of Her 
Majesty's ship Barracouta, to whom I have writteu in the same terms as the above, to 
aid me in having the said A. B. Steiuberger at once removed, in order to save my 
country. 

That is all. 
I am, 

MALIETOA I, REX. 



[iDclosure No. 2 in No. 47.] 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, Febrtiary 7, 1876. 
Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., 

Her Britannic Majesitfa Ship Barracouta^ Apia Harbor: 

Sir : His Majesty Malietoa I, having appealed to me for assistance to remove from 
his government and kingdom an American citizen, named A. 6. Steiuberger, for rea- 
sons set forth in the inclosnre, and having no means at my disposal to enable me to for- 
ward His Majesty's views, as my Government has always expressed every good will 
and regard for the welfare of the Samoan people, and believing my Government would 
grant the request of the King if a ship of war was present, I therefore have the 
honor to request and appeal to yon to render such assistance as you can, to remove 
this dangerous man and keep him in custody until he can be deported. 
I have the honor to be <&c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Conmh 



llnclosure No. 3 in No. 47.] 

Samoa, February 7, 1876. 

To Captain Stevens, R. N., 

Her Brittannic Majesty^ a Ship Barracouta, and S. F. William8j Acting British Consul: 

I, Malietoa I, King of Samoa, hereby make known my earnest desire to your excel- 
lencies. It is as follows : 

I am determined that A. B. Steiuberger, premier of my government, shall be re- 
moved from office and from this group. My reasons for these desires are that he has 
been proved to be a liar and an impostor ; that he has been the cause of all the troubles 
^hich are called insults offered by me and my government to the representatives in ' 
Samoa of the British and United States governments; and I am convinced that 
if he be not at once removed he will be the cause of the ruin of my government and 
nation. 

The means at my command are not to be relied upon for his removal, and it is diffi- 
cult for me to deal with an American citizen, being unaccustomed to the manners of 
civilized nations in such cases. 

I therefore earnestly entreat you and the Hon. S. S. Foster, United States consul, to 
aid me in having the said A. B. Steiuberger at once removed, in order to save my coun- 
try. I have also written to Mr. Foster in the same terms as the above. I wish it to 
be distinctly understood that even though Mr. Steiuberger be now removed from his 
office, I still adhere to the request that my government made to the United States 
Government for protection ; if they will grant a bona-fide protection to myself and my 
government I shall be glad. 

In addition I hereby l>eg and pray yon and the British government to grant myself, 
^y government, and nation your protection against all disaffection which may arise 
from persons in Samoa, and an^ and every trouble which may hereafter threaten my 
government from without, until such time as I have definite information from America, 
whether that nation will grant me the protection that I applied to them for. 

I also beg you to befriend my government by sending dispatches with a view to ob- 
tain without delay a positive answer from the American Government whether they 
intend to accept our overtures or not. 

That is all. 
I am, 

MALIETOA I, REX. 
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[iDcIosare No. 4 in No. 47.] 
King's address. 

1 desire the attention of all yon chiefs of the Talmna and Faipnle of oar govemmf^nt, 

I am thoroughly determined that A. B. Steinberger, the premier, be removed from 
office and from this groap. 

My reasons for this desire are that he has proved to be a liar and an impostor ; that 
he has been the canse of all the troubles which are called insults offered by our gov- 
ernment to the representatives in Samoa of the British and United States govern- 
ments, and I am convinced that if he be not at once removed he will be the cause of 
the ruin of my government and nation. 

It is difficult for me, however, to deal with an Ameriaan citizen, because I am unac- 
customed to the manners of civilized natious in such cases. 

I -have therefore earnestly entreated Mr. Foster, the American consul, Captain Ste- 
vens, Royal Navy, Her Majesty's ship Barraconta, and Mr. Williams, Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty's acting consul, to aid me in having the said Steinberger at once removed, in order 
to save my country. 

I wish you distinctly to understand that even though Mr. Steinberger be now re- 
moved from office, I still adhere to the request that our government made to the United 
States Government for protection } if they will grant a bona-Me protection to us I 
should be glad. 

Another thing I wish to inform you of is, that I have entreated Captain Stevens, 
Royal Navy, of Her Majesty's ship Barracouta, and Mr. Williams, Her Britannic Majesty's 
acting consul, and the British government to befriend ns, and grant myself and oar 
government and our nation their protection against all disaffection which may arise 
from persons in Samoa, or any and every trouble which may hereafter threaten my 
government from without, until such time as we have definite information from 
America whether that nation will grant us the protection that we applied to them for. 

I have also entreated Captain Stevens and Mr. Williams to favor ns by sending dis- 
patches with a view to obtain, without delay, a positive answer from the American 
Government whether they intend to accept our overtures or not. 

I hereby therefore dismiss Mr. Steinberger from his office of premier, and now hand 
him over to Mr. Foster, and Captain Stevens, and Mr. Williams, in order that they may 
have him removed. 

I hereby inform you also that if any person holding any office in my jjovernment 
opposes my will in this matter, I shall have him also removed from his office. 
I am, 

MALIKTOA I, REX. 

Samoa, Fthruary 8, 1876. 



fiDcloanre No. 5 in No. 47. j 

t 

Minutes of a meeting held in the Armory, Mulinuu, on the Hih day of February, 1876, /or the 
King of Samoa to read an edict of disminsal from offiody ^c, and the removal from his king- 
dom, of his premier J Mr. A. B. Steinberger. 

Present: His Majesty Malietoa I, Taimna and Faipule; Capt. Charles E. Stevens, 
R. N., Her Majesty's ship Barracouta; Mr. S. F. Williams, Her Britannic Majesty's 
acting consul ; Mr. S. S. Foster, consul for the United States of America ; Rev. G. A. 
Turner, M. D., (acting as interpreter for Captain Stevens.) 

The proceedings commenced by His Majesty the King sending for Mr. Steinberger. 

On Mr. Steinberger's arrival. Captain Stevens requests His Majesty to ask him (Mr. 
Steinberger) the question proposed by Captain Stevens and sent verbally to His 
Majesty. 

His Majesty asks Mr. Steinberger whether he has any arms concealed about his per- 
son. 

Mr. Steinberger. No ; decidedly no. 

His Majesty then reads his address (inclosure No' 1) in Samoan. When finished, 
Captain Stevens reads the translation in English. 

Mr. S. S. Foster, the consul for the United States of America, then rises and addresses 
with deference to His Majesty and Captain Stevens, that, having received a letter 
from His Majesty the King expressing his determination to remove Mr. A. B. Stein- 
berger from his present position and the group, he begs to hand Captain Stevens a 
lej)ter requesting him, in the absence of an American man-of-war, to further His Msy- 
esty the King's views. 

The letter is handed to Captain Stevens, who rises and addresses His Majesty : 
"Your Majesty, I propose reading to you, for the information of yourself and all pres- 
ent, Mr. Foster's letter requesting the removal of Mr. Steinberger." 

Captain Stevens then reads letter, (inclosure No. 2.) 
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After reading. the letter, Captain Stevens states that he is prepared to carry oat the 
requisition of Mr. Foster, and addresses Mr. Steinherger, viz : ** Mr. Steinberger, it be- 
comes my painfal daty to tell yon that yon are a prisoner. Will yon accompany the 
escort to my boat ?" 

Mr. Steinberger. The simple request of the King is enough. Would you allow me 
to retire to my house to collect a few clothes, &c. f 

Captain Stevens states that he cannot comply with his request, but that a guard will 
be placed over his house and everything will be pat in the hands of the consul for the 
United States of America ; that a person will be placed at the disposal of Mr. Stein- 
berger, who will take all communications to Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Steinberger then delivers himself up as prisoner and was removed in custody of 
an escort. 

Au animated discusmon then arose among the Taimua and Faipule, some concurring, 
some dissenting, with the decision of the King. 

* After an interval, Captain Stevens requests His Majesty to inform him whether he 
should withdraw, or whether His Majesty wished for assistance from him. 

The discussion still continuing. Captain Stevens rose and addressed the meeting as 
follows : ** I wish to say that what the King has done is right, honest, and just, and is 
what you should appreciate, as it is for your benefit. It will meet with the approba- 
tion of the whole of the civilized world, and if it does not meet with yours, the more is 
the pity. The American nation and people will be only too glad that so bad a person 
is removed from such a position of influence." 

His Majesty here rose and said he thought it would be the best thing for Captain 
Stevens and the gentlemen with him to retire while hehtld a meeting with the Taimua 
and Faipule. 

Captain Stevens and the other representatives then left, leaving a guard of eight 
marines and the color-sergeant at the disposal of the American consul. I 

I hereby certify that the foregoing inclosures, numbering 1 to 4, are true copies of 
the originals now on file in this office. 
Apia, March 18, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 



No. 27. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 50.] United States Consulate, 

Apia^ March 20, 1876. 

SrB : I have the honor to inform you that on the 11th instant I was^ 
in company with the British consal and Captain Stevens, E. N., of Her 
Majesty's ship Barracouta, invited to go to Mulinuu Point (inclosures 
1 and 2) to hear Malietoa address the Taimua and Faipule. Captain 
Stevens was attended by his usual guard of honor as on his former 
visits, 11 marines and 35 sailors. 

Whilst we were waiting for the chiefs to assemble, a large body of 
armed Samoans undertook to surround us, which Captain Stevens im- 
mediately ordered to be stopped, and to disarm the Samoans to prevent 
bloodshed. The Samoans then commenced firing on the marines, 
wounding seven, (three mortally, and have since died.) Captain Stev- 
ens ordered his guard to fall back to the sea-side and bring the wounded 
with them, as the natives numbered over two hundred men. A boat 
was sent from the ship with some ammunition, as they had but few 
rounds with them, and at the commencement their guns were not loaded. 
The King and British consul and myself, having also retired to the sea- 
side, entered the boat with the wounded men, which drew a heavy fire 
on the boat, wounding one mau already wounded j we then shoved off 
and went on board the Barracouta. 

The King, British consul, and myself immediately returned to the 
scene of action, and found Captain Stevens master of the situation. 

He' took three principal chiefs as hostages, and about fifty muskets, 
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and 8pike4 the cannon, then retired to Apia, making the Taimaa and 
Faipule accompany to prevent further firing. 

Things remain the same, but I do not think there will be any further 
outbreak. The American consulate, adjoining that of the British, is 
being well guarded. 

It is reported that the Samoans lost 10 killed and 18 wounded; the 
loss of the English is 3 dead and 7 wounded. 

The news has come in today that a British subject was murdered on 
Savaii yesterday, to pay for the loss of one of their men killed in the 
action of the 13 th instant. 

This is according to Samoan custom, blood for blood, and they are 
not one step further advanced on that question than they were fifty 
years ago. 

The government is not considered to blame in ordering the attack, 
but some of the young men lately drilled for soldiers, and the govern- 
ment very promptly sent a boat to Savaii to arrest the murderers of the 
man killed yesterday. 

I have the honor to be, sir, vour obedient servant, 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consid, 



[luclosure 1 in Xo. 50.] 

Apia, March 11, 1876. 
To S. S. Foster, 

United States Consul : 

Your Excellency : I beg to inform your excellency that the chiefs of the Vaimnga 
and four of the Faipule with Povi are desirous of taking me down to Mulinuu, lor 
the purpose of addressing the government and others, on Monday nest, at 9 o'clock. 
My wish is that you come and look on. 
I am, 

MALIEOTA. 

1 hereby certify that the above letter is a true translation by the Rev. G. A. Tamer 
M. D., C. M., as on file in this office certified by him. 
Apia, March 18, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[iDclosare 2 in Xo. 50.] 

[TraDslation by G. A. Tunier, M. D., C. M.] 

Apia, March 11, 1876. 

To your highness Capt. Stevens, R. N., of the British ship of war Barracouta ; S. 
F. Williams, acting British consul, and S. S. Foster, consul of the United States of 
America. 

» 

Gentlemen: We have had a consultation, the result of which is that we have re- 
solved to take Malietoa, the King of Samoa, to Mulinuu at 9 o^clock on Monday morn- 
ing. 

Have you any objection to accompany us, in order to witness the action we are 
about to take, and also to grant us your protection in our endeavor speedily to bring 
about a satisfactory settlement of our political affairs ? 
May you have health. We are — 

LAUATI. 

MATAAFA. 

TUIATAFA. 

ANAE. 

POVI. 

SEUMANUTAFA. 

ASI. 
I hereby certify that the within writing is a true copy of the original translation 
now on file in this office. 
Apia, March 18, 1876. 

8. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul 



I 



/ 



AGENCY OF A. B. STEINBERGER IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 141 

No. 28. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Hunter. 

No. 51.] United States Consulate, 

4pm, March 29, 1876. 

Sib : I have the honor to inform you that I have deported Mr, A, B. 
Steinberger, late premier of the Samoan government, and Mr. J. M. 
Coe to the United States consul for Auckland, New Zealand. Full 
particulars I have sent to you per Etienne, via Fiji. 

I also beg to inclose copies of correspondence to said consul. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[Inclosnre 1 in No. 51.] 

United States Consulate, 
Apia, Navigaior^s lalands, March 29, 1876. 
United States Consul, 

Auckland, New Zealand : 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., has kindly 
consented to take to year charge, to send to the proper authorities in San Francisco,. 
United States of America, for trial, Mr. J. M. Coe, late United States commercial agent at 
this port, convicted by a consular court convened at this consulate on March 11, 1S76, 
of embezzlement and perjury, in connection with his duties as United States commercial 
agent at this place. Full particulars have been sent to the Department of State at 
Washington. 

I have the honor to idblose the under-mentioned documents: 

1. Bepiort of an examination of record and fee book. 

2. Charges against J. M. Coe. 

3. Copies of letters and sentence. 

4. Minutes of meeting and report of consular court. 

I have, &G.y 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[loclosure 2 in No. 51. J 

United States Consulate, 
Apia, Navigator's Islands, March 29, 1876. 
United States Consul, 

Auckland, New Zealand : 

Sir : I have the honor to inform yon that I have had to deport from this group of 
islands, according to the request of His Majesty King Malietoa, A. B. Steinberger, 
late premier of His Majesty's government, who was charged by His Majesty as having 
been proved a liar and impostor, and who, if not removed, would be the ruin of his 
government and nation. 

I have to request that you send him to the proper authorities in the United States 
to act as they may deem expedient in the matter, according to full particulars which 
have been sent to the Department of State at Washington. 

I have the honor to inclose the under mentioned documents: 

1. Letter from His Majpsty Malietoa. 

2. Copy of request to Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., to convey said A. B. Steinberger to 
Auckland. 

I have, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 
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[Inclosare 3 in No. 51.] 

Cnited States Consulate, 

Jpidj March 29, 1876. 
€apt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., 

Commanding Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Barra^couta : 

Sir : I have the Konor to request that you will convey in the vessel under your com- 
mand Mr. A. B. Steinberger (an American citizen) to Auckland, and deliver him over to 
the United States consul at that place, to whom I have written instructions as to his 
further destination. This person was handed over to me on February 8, last, by His 
Majesty Malietoa I, King of Samoa, with the request that I would cause him to be 
deported from this group of islands as a man who had been proved *' a liar and an 
impostor,*' and who would, if not removed, cause the ruin of his government and 
nation. I have to trespass on your kindness in this matter only because no other 
available means of securing Mr. Stein berger's deportation offers itself. 
I have, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[IncIoBore 4 in No. 51.] 

United States Consulate, 

Apia, March 29, 1876. 
Capt. C. E. Stevens, R. N., 

Commanding Her Majestifs Ship Barrancouta, Apia Harbor: 

Sir : I have the honor to request that you will convey in the vessel under your com- 
mand Mr. Jonas M. Coe (an American citizen) to Auckland, and deliver him over to 
the United States consul at that place, to whom I have given instructions as to his 
further destination. 

This person was found guilty, by a consular court on the 14th March last, of the 
•crimes of perjury and embezzlement in connection with his duties as United States 
commercial agent at this place, and sentenced by me to be sent to the United States for 
final trial and punishment. He was also found guilty on the fame day, before the same 
court, of having been a disturber of the public peace and a fomenter of civil discord, 
for which offenses I then sentenced him to be deported from this group. 

No other mode of transport offering itself, I have to request your kind assistance in 
furthering the^nds of justice. 
I have, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul, 



No. 29. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Campbell. 

IvTo. 62.] United States Consulate, 

Apittj September 20, 1876. (Eeceived Nov. 18.) 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the situation of Mauga, 
-chief of Pagopago, Tutnila. He and his people are in much danger ot 
an attack from the people of Leone and the whole western part of the 
island. 

The Mulinuu government have also ordered boats and men to assist 
the Leone people ; if this is done he will be driven from the island. 

Mauga joined the Steinberger government under fear from the con- 
stant threats of being shelled and burned out from the schooner Peerless. 
As soon as he heard that Steinberger was deposed, he informed the 
Mulinuu government (inclosure No. 1) that he would no longer act with 
them ; that he still adhered to the treaty made with Captain Meade. 

He wrote to me March 28 (inclosure No. 2) for advice and assistance; 
he also sent a verbal message in April, by Commander Miller, of the 
United States steamer Tuscarora, for me to come up there as soon as 
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possible. I therefore proceeded to Tutuila aud succeeded in patting 
off the threatened danger to him and his people. I also gave him a 
United States flag to hoist in case he was attacked. So the matter stands 
at present. He has written to Commodore Hoskins, of the date of June 
30, (inclosure No. 3,) wherein he states that he wishes, to remain as an 
independent government, the same he had when the treaty was made 
with Captain Meade. 

II the United States don't intend to protect him under that treaty, he 
wishes to know explicitly the real determination of the Government in 
regard to that treaty and the harbor of Pagopago, for he will certainly 
be doomed tp destruction unless he seeks some powerful alliance. At 
present he is all suspense and dare not seek the assistance he requires 
from other nations lor fear of violating his agreement with Captain 
Meade. 

I have, &c., 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[Inclosnre 1 in No. 62 — Translation.] 

Pagopago, Tutuila, April 13, 1876. 

This is my letter to the ^overnineDt at Mulinua, consisting of Taimaa and Faipule, 
to inform tl^em that I consider that the government which we set up recently and which 
was established by the premier has fallen to pieces and is of no farther use, the premier 
having been deposed, and likewise Malietoa and certain of the Faipale. I do not in- 
tend to have any more connection with the government. You may act as yon please 
-with your government i^ you still desire it. But as for me I have thrown off all con- 
nection with it, for X know well that he (Steinberger) was not an accredited gentleman. 

This is the statement of my opinion that I send you. 

MAUGA. 

A true translation. 

GEO. A. TURNER, M. D., L. M. S. 

I hereby certify that the above translation by the Rev. G. A. Turner, M. D., is a true 
copv of the original now in this office. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 



[Inclosare 2 in No. 62— Translation.] 

Pagopago, Tutuila, March 28, 1876. 
To Mr. Foster, 

Consul of the United States : 

Sir : I write to yon for information what to do. I am threatened by an attack from 
the Leone people and some other villages, because I have left the laws made by that 
American adventurer. I adhered to the treaty of Captain Meade ; he promised me 
protection. I still wait for that good American to come back and fuliill his promise. 
Leone and the other uniting against me never signed that treaty. I have always been 
true to my agreement, and X now ask you, the consul of the American Government, to 
protect me under that treaty or tell me what is best for me to do. 

May God's blessing rest upon us. 

MAUGA. 
A correct translation. 

T. W. WILLIAMS. 

I hereby certify tie above translation to be a true copy of the original, now in this 
office. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 
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* 

[Inclosore 3 in No. 69— Tmulation ] 

Pagopago, Tutcila, June 35, 1876. 
To Commodore A. H. Hosk'ins, 

Commanding Her Majesty* 8 ships in Australia: 

Your Honor the Commodore : This ib to infonn yon that I have received from 
Mr. Foster, the United States codsuI, a copy of year address and advice delivered by 
yon at Mnlinnu on the 30th day of May, 1876. 

I therefore be|; to inform yonr honor hereby of my own decision concerning that 
American and his laws, which he set np and to which people of Samoa are still adher- 
ing, that I and my people have long ago cast him and them aside, and are now quietly 
waiting with the determination to establish a little government of onr own. Bat It 
mnst be mentioned that there exists a difficalty in connection with those Samoans who 
are assembled at Mnlinnu, since they cannot be induced to yield, (to the right,) but 
still desire that error-causing American, a despotic man, who came in his schooner 
called the Peerless, to fire upon nsif I did not yield to him. 

However, as for me and my people, we have separated from that government, 
through which we had nearly been brought to ruin. Several other lands, also of this 
island, (Tutuila,) have expressed their concurrence with my decision not to recognize 
(any longer) the laws set up by that unauthorized American, whatever his name may 
be — I don't know ; is it Stember^er ? 

Moreover, I feel very much obliged to Mr. Foster, the United States consul, for hav- 
ing exposed this affair, which would have brought us to ruin. I can but express my 
great and continued thankfulness. 

May it please your honor the commodore to receive with kindness this my letter 
informing yon of my decision ; and allow me also to inform your honor that I had 
nothing to do with the difficulty which occurred at Mulinuu on the 13th March, 1876. 

May God's love rest npon and may you and we be alike blessed. 
With great cordiality toward your honor, I am, 

MAUGA. 

A true translation. 

THOS. POWELL, F. L. S., 
Of the London Missionary Society* 



No. 30. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Campbell. 

No. 63.] United States Consulate, 

Apiay September 20, 1876. 

SiB : I have the honor to transmit the inclosed affidavits and letters 
in regard to the affairs of the schooner Peerless^ and Samoan matters 
in general. 

I should have forwarded to the Department these documents before 
this, but I have been very ill — confined to my bed for over four months; 
besides, I waited for the affidavit of Oapt. George Hamilton, who 
had left the Peerless and goue to the Friendly Islands, which would 
have not only corroborated the inclosed statements, but shown them in 
a much stronger light, as he was willing to give me copies of his written 
instructions from A. B. Steinberger, as he had left the vessel, unwilling 
to be any longer their submissive tool and make war on a people with 
whom the United States were at peace, or in any way to assist in carry- 
ing out the nefarious designs of A. B. Steinberger, It is now given out 
that Captain Hamilton has been lost with all on board, between this 
pprt and the Friendly Islands. 

The facts, as stated in inclosures marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, were well 
known to me from the time the schooner Peerless was fitted out by 
Commander H. Erben, of the United States steamer Tuscarora on the 
16th of April, 1875, and an American officer, Lieut. George Norris,'and 
eight seamen were put in charge of her ; sent, as A. B. Steinberger in- 
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formed me, to bring Majiga down to TJpoln, dead or alive. I remon- 
strated with him at the time, and asked him if he knew who this man 
Manga was that they were going to make war on — ^if he did not know 
be was a steadfast friend of Americans and the Government of the 
United States ; a man who, without presents, without compensation of 
any kind, ceded the harbor of Pagopago through Commander Meade 
to the CTnited States for a naval depot and coaling station ; the best and 
safest harbor, and the most easily fortified of any harbor in the South 
Pacific ; and this man was to be dragooned into joining a government 
he despised, to be compelled to abdicate his kingly prerogative and ac- 
cept of a petty judgeship from the Upolu government. After telling 
him this, he coolly informed me that he was backed up by the guns of 
the Tuscarora, and by the actions ot Commander Erben in the premises. 
I had no doubt of it. However, they did not pat their threats in execu- 
tion, but returned without him. 

They went up again, (inclosure No. 5,) and Mauga, much against his 
will, had to succumb, owing to Steinberger's continued threats of burn- 
ing his town and destroying the lives of his people by the gun of the 
Peerless. 

The northeastern villages had also to submit from the same cause, 
and that miserable farce that was enacted by Steiuberger in settling the 
dispute between the villages of Asu and Aloan on civilized principles, 
and in condemning an American citizen for five years to hard labor, 
was of no account whatever, for as soon as the su:ffering village heard 
that Steiuberger was sent away, they attacked the former conquering 
village and killed just four persons, (the number of their owu formerly 
killed,) and thus settled the matter on Samoan custom. 

To thoroughly inform myself of the designs o£ Steiuberger in regard 
to the schooner Peerless and her armament on board, I engaged passage 
on her to Tonga, for which I paid him one hundred dollars. I then be- 
came fully acquainted with all their designs, and how they were to ac- 
complish them. Capt. G. Hamilton considered as long as he was paid 
his wages, that if he made war on these natives that Steiuberger would 
have to bear the blame, but 1 informed him he was breaking the laws as 
-well as Steiuberger. 

The Peerless deposited her merchant register the 6th day of April, 
and they never called for it afterward. After the first two men were 
ilis«iharged, they never shipped or discharged a man before the consul, 
although continually changing their men, and finally put in a British 
subject captain, in defiance of the laws of the United States. 

This consulate was entirely ignored, and the natives were taught that 
all consular officers and their orders were to be treated with contempt; 
that he was the only one to look to in future ; and it was this teaching 
that finally brought on the complications with the British government, 
and which will eventually result in a bitter punishment from some na- 
tion before they can be brought to know their place in the world's stand- 
ing or to unlearn the (to them) pernicious doctrines inculcated by Steiu- 
berger and his followers. 

The vessel was also liable to seizure from being owned by the German 
house of J. C. Godeffroy & Son, of Hamburg, as was fully shown in a 
letter of J. C. Godeffroy & Son to the firm ot Godetiroy, Sillem & Com- 
pany, San Francisco, requesting " our Mr. Sillem to take out the register 
in his name." As Mr. Sillem was still a German, the register was put 
in the name of Jerome B. Ford, another partner in the same house. 
This letter was transmitted by me to the bepartmeut in dispatch No. 
44, March 15, 1876. 

H. Ex. 44 10 



146 AGENCY OF A. B. 8TEINBEBQEB IN SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

I sboald have seized the Peerless before I did if I had had the power, 
but whom was I to appeal to t To Steinberger, the dictator and dis- 
penser and enforcer of all law, against Steinberger, the violator of all 
laws, human and divine ? To ask this man to help me seize what he 
called his own property would have been extreme folly, and would only 
have been treated with contempt. 

When 1 saw Her Majesty's ship Barracouta was in port, I resolved to 
seize the Peerless, but I never consulted with Captain Stevens, directly 
or indirectly, nor was he even aware of my intentions. I only supposed, 
in case I wanted assistance, he (Captain Stevens) as the representative 
of a friendly power would assist me, which he did, and the dignity and 
power of this office was upheld and made to be respected by Captain 
Stevens, which neither Commanders Erben or Miller, of the United 
States ship Tuscarora, would do. 

As soon as an American man-of-war arrives here, the native chiefs 
bow down and worship the captain even to servility, and then send out 
and collect a few pigs and chickens, taro and yams, (these things are 
either taken from some obnoxious chief or the poorer classes ; they 
never give their own,) and present to the captain. This induces him 
to think they are the most harmless, the most peaceable and hospitable 
natives in the South Pacific; consequently the poor Americans have all 
their claims ignored, and another virtual license given them to steal 
with perfect impunity until the next man-of-war arrives, to have the 
same scenes re-enacted. 

The true character of these people is not, nor. ever will be, known by 
strangers visiting here. It can only be acquired by a residence among 
them. 

The only reason these natives express at this time more friend- 
ship for the United States Government than other powers, is that 
the American Government is the only one of the great powers with 
whom they have had any dealings, that has never made them pa^y for 
their constant robberies and abuses of American citizens. 

This present government has informed me after their appointing 
three of their best men to defend cases before the court of inquiry made 
by the officers of the United States steamer Tuscarora, and after being 
served with a copy of the finding of the court, that they knew nothing 
about it, that they did not know they had anything to pay, that Stein- 
berger told them there was nothing to pay ; and now, although the year 
they had given them expired IGth of last May, the money cannot be 
collected, and these poor Americans must lose their adjudged claims, 
and, in all probability, their land also, merely because the captain of an 
American man-of-war will not enforce claims after the presents given 
him of the usual pigs, chickens, &c. Therehaveonly been fourinstances 
in the last thirty years where the captain of a man-of-war would not re- 
ceive presents, and these men all did the business they were sent to do, 
and collected the fines that had been imposed upon the Samoans to pay 
for their numerous insnlts, depredations, and robberies on foreigners. 

Every consul or commercial agent that has ever been here has 
informed the Department of these facts, and surely they are not all 
prejudiced; they merely represent the truth, which a stranger coming 
here cannot believe. 

Commander Miller, of the United States steamer Tuscarora, arrived 
here in April and found a profound peace, and when he went away in 
May he knew no more of the real situation of affairs here when he went 
away than he did when he arrived. He threw himself into the arms of 
the Catholic bishop, and was entirely directed and guided by him, and 
drew all his information from him to the en^clusion of all others. Bishop 
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Elloy is almost insaDe on the point of placing Mataafa, a zealous 
Catholic chief and head of the Tapaa family, on the throne. The Prot- 
estants, numbering four-fifths of all the inhabitants, with the reigning 
family of Malietoa at their head, are equally desirous of continuing 
Malietoa as King. These are the real differences, and unless one or the 
other of these religious politicians is driven from the island, or else 
taken possession of by some foreign power, there will be no permanent 
peace in Samoa. 

Some days after Commander Miller's arrival he was induced by the 
bishop to issue a manifesto, promising protection to all Americans ; this 
was for effect at home, not here, for the Americans did not desire it. 
They wanted their claims settlM, and applied to him to collect them, 
but he said he had no authority to enforce them. The Americans did 
not require his protec;tion at this time, for there had been a treaty made 
with the Samoan government March 23 guaranteeing protection to all 
foreigners. 

After the action of the 13th of March on Mulinuu Point, between the 
men of the Barracouta and Samoans, the Samoan chiefs then having ' 
charge of the government, seeing their cannon were all spiked, their 
Gatling gun rendered useless, their ammunition all destroyed, three of 
their principal men kept as hostages, laws passed by the consuls for- 
bidding the sale of intoxicating liquors or guns or ammunition, seat 
Bishop Elloy to sue for peace. They had an informal meeting at the 
British consulate March 22, and preliminaries were arranged ; and on 
the 23d of March the ffnal meeting was held at the British consulate, 
all the foreign consuls being present, with Captain Stevens, of Her Maj- 
esty's ship Barracouta, and the principal foreign residents, the Samoan 
government officials, and many other high chiefs. It was then agreed, 
on the part of the government, that they should, in future, protect all 
foreigners residing on the islands in their persons and property, and 
their business should not be interfered with in any way ; that they 
would put a stop to the numerous robberies and spoliations of their peo- 
ple on foreigners ; that they would have the guilty ones punished as 
soon as possible; that they would pay all fines and claims against them, 
after beins: duly adjudicated ; that they would dismiss all their armed 
men to the different districts where they belong. This having been 
agreed to. Captain Stevens agreed to withdraw his cannon and men 
ft'om the shore, and let business go on in its usual channel ; tbat the 
hostages should be kept, until the arrival of Commodore Hoskins, for 
the iaithful performance of their agreement. The meeting then ad- 
journed, and the troubles were over. The men and cannon were re- 
moved to the Barracouta on the 27th March, 1876. 

On the 22d of May Commodore Hoskins arrived, and met the natives 
at Mulinuu Point, heard all their complaints, read all their letters, and 
replied to them in a letter of the date of May 30, (inclosure Ko. 0.) 
Since then the Samoans have been much divided, and can hardly tell 
what form of government to assume. 

The people of Aana and part of Savaii have separated from the Mu- 
linuu government,.and sent the inclosed letter (inclosure No. 7) to all 
the foreign consuls. No doubt it will end in war ; but, as yet, no fight- 
ing has been done. 

i would add that all the persons giving the inclosed affidavits are 
men of good character and reputation, and can be referred to at any 
time inquiries may be wanted. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. 8. FOSTER. 
United States Consul 



148 AGENCY OF A. B. STEINBERQER IN SAMOAN ISLAND& 

[Inolwnie 1 in No. 63.] 

Apia Upolu, Samoa. 

I, John Lee, belonging to Modne, East Haddon, Connecticnt, United States America) 
do hereby most solemnly declare that on or aboat the Ist of August, 1875, 1 was on board 
the American schooner Peerless, commanded by George Hamilton, then lying in the har- 
bor of Apia, when he. the said captain, told me that he had a large quantity of shot, shell, 
canister, and other kinds of am monition on board for the purpose of forcing the na- 
tives at Tutnila to acknowledge these laws if they showed any resistance. I asked, 
him how he wonld force them if they, the natlyes, did not want these laws. He replied, 
** We have the instruments on board, and, by God, we will fire into the town.'' He also 
added, ** When we get through with this job we are going to Manna, and if the natives 
resist we will lay to, abreast the church, and blow the town down." 

J. LEE. 

Sworn and sobscribed to this 15th day of April, 1876, before me. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 

I herebj" certify the above to be a trae oopy o^ the original now in this office. 

S. S. FOSTER, 



September 20, 1876. 



United States Consul, 



[Inoloflure 3 in No. 63.] 

Port <^f Apia, Upolu. 

I, James Lyle Toung, at present residing at Matautu, Upolu, Samoa, being duly 
sworn, do depose and say that on or about the 26th day of July, 1875, 1 returned to 
Apia from a visit to the island of Tutuila, when Mr. A. B. Steinberger met me and re- 
quested that I would give him some particulars about the disturbances on that island, 
of which he had alrei^y received information. 

I told Mr. Steinberger that so far as I could learn there had been a nquabble between 
the inhabitants of two small towns, that two or three persons had been killed, and 
that it appeared that both parties were to blame in the matter. He then told me that 
it was his purpose fo proceed to Tutnila at once to make some arrests of the parties 
concerned in the affair ; that he would have been gone before, but that some delay in 
equipping the schooner Peerless; that he was arming the schooner with a number of 
Springfield breech -loading rifles, in addition to the brass 12-pounder howitzer which 
she always carried since her arrival in this group ; that he was at that time putting 
aboard shell and shrapnel for the howitzer, .and would take with him a nnmber of na* 
tive soldiery under command of Major J. H. Latrobe. 

I said that these preparations were unnecessary, as the natives of Tutuila would not 
attack any one from an outside place ; they had only been disputing among them- 
selves, and were now at peace again. Mr. Steinberger then said that if they resisted 
his authority he would fire on them from the Peerless, and that if he could not subdue 
them with the armament which he had on board the Peerless he wonld return to A.pia 
and mount the Parrott rifled-cannon which he had brought from America with him on 
the schooner, and that with it he could soon quell any attempt at resistance. 

I had two or three subsequent conversations with Mr. Steinberger, in which the 
above statements were reiterated, further stating that he expected he would have to 
hang some of the natives concerned in the disturliances. 

Mr. George Hamilton, then master of the Peerless, told me that Mr. Steinberger had 
stated his intention of shelling the natives if they resiKted his authority, and on my 
stating my opinion that no vessel other than a ship of war could take such measures, 
he said that he himself doubted the legality of Steinberger^s action in arming the 
Peerless under the American flag, but that he thought the responsibility was entirely 
Steinbergei'^s, and that he himself would be clear of blame in the matter. 

That on the 31st of July, 1875, the Peerless sailed for Tutuila, taking in her Mr. Stein- 
berger, Mr. Latrobe, and a number (about forty) native soldiers, with the howitzer 
above mentioned and small-arms. 

During the whole time the Peerless was in Samoa, up to the 17th of December, 1875, 
she carried the flag of the United States at the main and the Samoan flag at the fore. 
On the I9th of August the Peerless returned from Tutuila, and Mr. Steinberger then told 
me that some of the persons engaged in the disturbances referred to before bad been 
tried and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, and had been brought down as 
prisoners in the Peerless ; also that among them was an American citizen named Sharp, 
and Mr. Steinberger stated to me that he had sentenced this man to a term of impris- 
onment, (I think five years,) and that if he could have proved that Sharp had had a 
loaded gun in his hand during the afi'rays he would have hanged him on the spot. 
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That on several occasions Mr. Steinberger told me that he would with the Peerless 
quickly reduce any district which opposed him tu submission. 
Further deponent sayeth not. 

JAMES L. YOUNG. 
Sworn to before us this 20th day of April, 1876. 

S, F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul,- 
S. S. FOSTER, 

United /States Consul, 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of the original now in 
this ofi^ce. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United /States Coneul, 
Apia, September 20, 1876. 



[Inclosore 3 in No. 63. J 

Port of Apia, Upolu. 

S^oweth that I, Thomas William Williams, of Sydney, New South Wales, now resid- 
ing in Matautu, island of Upolu, being duly sworn, do depose and say : 

That on or about the 15th day of April, 1875, the schooner Pt^rless, under the com- 
mand of George Hamilton, having Messrs. Steinberger, Norris, Latrobe, and self, with 
her own and extra crew from the United States ship Tuscarora on board, also some of 
the government, left for Tatuila for the purpose of forcing Mauga, the chief of Pago- 
pago, to submit to the government that h<ad been established at Mulinnu Point. She 
was fully armed, having on board one small brass howitzer ; and each person was sup- 
plied with a rifle, cartridge-box, and accouterments ; and every day, during the pas- 
sage up, Norris (the oflSicer from the Tuscarora) drilled all of us. 

The howitzer also was fired off on the passage up, so that the men might be expert 
in the use of it, as it was intended, so Mr. Steinberger repeatedly told us, to use on 
Mauga and the people of Pagopago in case they would not submit to the Mulinuu gov- 
ernment. There were also on board several cases of shrapnel and shell with a case of 
rifle cartridges. 

On our arrival at Pagopago, Latrobe and self went ashore to Mauga, and requested 
him to come on board the Peerless and meet Steinberger and the government chiefs, 
but he refused, saying that if they wanted to see him that thjBy should come to him. 
I went ashore again with word from Steinberger to Manga to this eifect, that he 
(Manga) would be given half an hour to come on board, which if he did not do, he would 
have to suffer some time from the government, and that the Peerless would weigh 
anchor and come again another time and force him to submit. Mauga refused still to 
come on board, so the Peerless came away. During the stay in Pagopago, from the 
time the anchor was dropped to the time it was weighed, everything was in readiness 
for an attack to be made on the natives; sentries were placed to prevent any native 
from coming on board ; the howitzer was pointed to Mauga's house, and the rifles were 
laid out for use. We were there for about two hours and a half. All the way down 
to Apia, Mr. Steinberger declared he would make Mauga repent for what he had done. 

On or aboat the 31st of July, 1875, the Peerless again sailed for Tntnila, with Messrs. 
Steinberger, Waters, Latrobe, and some of the government chiefs, to hold an inves- 
tigation respecting the difficulties between two towns in Tutuila, Asu and Aloan. She 
was fully armed, having the above-mentioned howitzer and twelve stand of rifles on 
board. 

I asked Mr. Steinberger what he intended doing up at Tutnila. He then told me 
that he would blow the town of Aloan np if it would not abide by the decision of the 
court. 

After his return from Tntnila, and when the different governors were appointed, I 
asked Mr. Steinberger how abont the island of Manna — if the people there refused to 
have a governor and acknowledge the laws made at Mulinuu, what would he do. He 
answered, '^I have something on board the Peerless (alluding to the howitzer and ri- 
fles, which were constantly kept on board, with the exception of the howitzer, which 
was taken on shore to Mulinuu two or three weeks previous to the trip to Tutuila to 
investigate the Aloan and Asu affair, when it was reshipped) that will make them come 
to terms.'' The Peerless always flew the American flag at the main and the Samoan 
at the f()re. 

I have also repeatedly heard Mr. Steinberger say that when the first American man-of- 
war should arrive he would have "that damn son of a b h, Foster, deported," also 

other American citizens. 

I am also aware that Mr. Foster was charged by Mr. Steinberger (^100.00) one hun- 
dred dollars for a trip to Tonga on the 4th of June, which was paid by Mr. Foster. 
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Tbe above money was as passage-money for the two Misses Foster and Mr. Foster 
in the Peerless. 

Mr. Stein berger also offered the schooner Peerless, about the middle of Aagust, 1875, 
to the Bev. H. Bingham, for $400 to go to Houolnla, Sandwich Islands, but tbe offer 
was not accepted. 

About the end of August, 1875, Mr. Steinberger received ($300.00) three hundred 
dollars from the natives for taking them backward and forwani from Tutuila and here 
iuf the schooner Peerless. And further deponent sayeth not. 

T. W. WILLIAMS, 
Late Secretary to Samoan Government 

Sworn to before ns this twenty-eighth day of April, 1876. 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul, 
JAMES L. YOUNG. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of the original now in 
this office. 

S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
Apia, Sept 20(hy 1876. 



Apia, Upolu, Samoa, 

Sheweth I, James Lanrenson, of Lerwick, Shetland Islands, Scotland, now master 
of the schooner Louisa Byder, lying in the port of Apia, being duly sworn, do depose 
and say that — 

On my arrival in this port in the month of June, 1875, 1 found the American schooner 
Peerless in the harbor, and on making enquiries was informed that George Hamilton 
was in command of her. I was on intimate terms with George Hamilton, and was on 
board on several occasions up to the time of her seizure for a breach of the neutrality 
laws. 

On my first visit I found she was armed with a brass twelve (12) pound howitzer, a 
quantity of ball, and shrapnel shell. 

On a second visit, in conversation with Captain Hamilton, he told me that some 
sharp correspondence had passed between him and Mr. Foster, United States coDsal, 
relative to the legality of carrying the howitzer and ammunition. I said, ^' Do you 
think you are justified in being armed in this manner f He said, '^No, I do not 
think so. I believe Mr. Foster is quite right." The only loop-hole I have to get 
through is by holding out that she is a yacht, which will materially alter the case. I 
said, ** If you think yon are not justified in this matter, would it not be better to send 
the gun and ammunition ashore?" He said, *'I think it best to do so ;" and I beard 
him give the order to the mate to send the howitzer ashore the following morning. 

Some time afterwards I went on board the Peerless again, saw the howitzer on board, 
and in the cabin was a rack fitted up and filled with twelve (12) breech-loading rifles, 
and also saw four (4) revolvers. Captain Hamilton told me that he had a quantity of 
shot, shrapnel shell, and plenty of cartridges on board. 

I said, ^* How is it, you have these guns aboard again V* 

He replied, ^* There has been some disturbance on Tutuila, and we are going down 
to settle matters. Mr. Steinberger tells me if they (the people of Tutuila) do not sub- 
mit to tbe Samoan laws and give up the murderers, he would compel them to do so by 
force, and they would use the guns now on board the Peerless in doing so." 

The first time I met Mr. Steinberger, in the course of conversation he told me that 
he was vested with power from the United States of America to form a government 
here, and that he did not intend to confine it to the Samoan islands, but would take in 
all the outlying islands, and if they would not willingly submit, he would force them 
to do so. 

I met him afterwards at Mulinuu Point, when he said, (referring to a claim lodged 
by me in the British consulate against the people of Wallis Island,) '^ I wish yon would 
ailow your case to stand over for twelve months, I would settle it for you ; for I intend 
to take that island also." 

Further deponent sayeth not. 

JAS. LAURENSON. 

Sworn to before ns this first day of May, 1876. 

S. F. WILLIAMS, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting ConeuL 
, JAMES L. YOUNG. 

I hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true copy of the original now in 
this office. 
^ ' S. S. FOSTER, 

United States Consul. 
'^lA, September 20, 1876. 
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(Copy.) 

r 

[Indosore 5 in No. 63.— Translatioii.] 

Pagopago, Tutuila, July 9, 187^6. 

To Mr. FosTEK, 

Consul of the Oovernmsnt of the United States : 

Sir : I wish to inform yonr excelleaoy of the behavior of the gentleman of your 
nation named Steinberger, (is it?) the gentleman who established laws on Upola. He 
is the greatest tyrant I have ever seen. After he had established the government on 
Upoln, he came here on the 19th of April, 1875 ; he came in his white two masted vessel. 
He told me that I must go to Upoln, to the establishing of the government. I replied 
I YTould not go to Upoln, that X was waiting for the is-^ue of my treaty with Captain 
Meado. Then the gentleman was very an^ry, and told his boat's crew to load their 
gnns, in order to shoot one of my people if I woald not obey. Then he returned to 
Upoln. 

Subsequently he came back, arrived at Leone, and sent me a letter that I was to go 
there, and that if I did not go I would be severely punished for it. Then I went. 

I have heard reports that he said on Upoln that he was coming up to me, and that 
if I would not willingly give in to the laws, that he wonld take me down or I would 
die. 

But I am very thankful, indeed, to yon, Mr. Foster, that you have exposed that 
affair that was nearly causing our ruin. 

May we have Grod's blessing resting on ns. 
We are, 

MAUGA. 

A trae translation. 

GEO. A. TURNER, 

M, D,, L, if. S. 

I hereby certify that the within translation is a trne copy of the original now in 
this office. 

Apia, September 20, 1876. 

S. 8. FOSTER, 

United States (Jonsuh 



[Inclosnre 6 in No. 63.] 

H. M. S. Pearl, 
Apiaj Samoay 20th May, 1876. 

To the Taimua and Faipulb of Samoa : 

Gentlemen : Yonr address, presented by you as a body when I received you on 
board the Pearl on the 23d instant, the day after my arrival, in which you complain of 
the conduct of Captain Stevens, of Her Majesty^s ship Barraconta, and state that since 
bis arrival your government had to suffer great trouble, and that the consul of Her 
Britannic Miyesty and the consul of the United States of America, and many other peo- 
ple of the great nations at Samoa, had violated your laws, and praying for an inquiry 
into everything which had taken place since Captain Stevens first arrived here, has 
been duly and carefully considered by me, and I have in consequence deemed it neces- 
sary to call this general meeting of all the representatives of the different states of 
Samoa, in order that not only you who have been openly opposed to the British repre- 
sentatives, and whose party has been engaged in open hostility against us, but also 
that the whole Samoao people may clearly know the causes of affairs, and hear the de- 
cision I have come to, and the advice I have to offer them. 

I now, therefore, address not only the existing government, but all the representa- 
tives of Samoa present. 

1st. The seizure of the Peerless, the arrest and confinement of A. B. Stein berger on 
board the Barraconta, the arrest and deportation from Samoa of Jonas Coe, and every- 
thing that occurred with reference to A. B. Steinberger and his followers, was done by 
the American consul, who is the sole representative of that nation to you, and who 
only is acknowledged as such by us. 

2d. In removing Steinberger, the American consul acted as he had a right, and it was 
his duty to do, against a citizen of his nation whom he believed to be acting against 
the laws of the United States, and to be exercising an influence injurious to you and 
imperiling your relations with other nations. 

3. That such was the case documents since published fully substantiate, and the 
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United States Government has moreover, in its letter to Mr. Foster of the 12th of Jan- 
nary, 1876, distinctly stated that Stein berger was not authorized to form a e^overn- 
ment in Samoa, or to pledge the Government of the United States to snRtain, direetly 
or indirectly, any government which be might form or assist in forming. 

4^ I can only regret that yon were led by the representations of Stein berger and the 
letters he produced to think otherwise. 

5. Captain Stevens, in carrying ont the American consoPs wishes, was, as far as yon 
are concerned, only the representative of a power friendly to us in what was for yonr 
good. 

6. I wish yon, therefore, to understand clearly that the matter, as far as Steinberger 
s concerned, rests between him, his government, and the American consul ; and as the 

United States Government has sent their consul the letter just read to yon, there is no 
probability that he will return to these islands. 

7. I come now to the occurrences of the J 3th March, 1876, when Capt. Stevens, 
his officers a^d men, were (after an attempt had been made to surround them) treach- 
erously fired on and three men killed and eight wounded, when he was, at the request 
of some of the chiefs of Samoa, attending a meeting at Mulinuu, in order to restore, 
if possible, peace and a settled government to you ; which attack, it is perfectly clear 
to me, was made with the consent, if not at the instigation, of the Steinberger party 
in the government, one of the Taimna being killed in the fight. 

8. That the Barracouta's men were first fired on by the party mentioned I consider 
nlly established, and I do not think it necessary nor do X intend to go into any further 

evidence on the snbject. 

9. This treacherous conduct must greatly tend to alienate the sympathy and good 
will of Great Britain from the people of Samoa, and to leave an impression which can 
only be removed by the establishment of an honorable and respectable government by 
them, and by their faithful fulfillment of engagements which may be entered into. 

10. I have reported this occurrence to the British government, and shall await their 
instructions before taking any further steps in the matter, but I wish to warn the 
Taimua that I fnlly anticipate that an indemnity will be required from them to recom- 
pense the men who were wounded and the relatives of the men who were killed. 

11. I wish also to warn the Samoan people generally that though it is onr wish and 
habit to show great forbearance and consideration to native communities such as this, 
which the Taimua, in their letter to me, have rightly described as '' a people of the 
smallest importance in the whole world,'^ yet that they should not be led to think we 
shall ever allow our people to be treacherously attacked or any of onr countrymen ill- 
treated, without exacting an ample reparation. 

12. When those instructions are received, the other British claims against the Sa- 
moans, already brought forward by the consul and Capt. Stevens, will be inquired 
into and adjusted in the same manner as was done by Captain Simpson of the *^ Blanche,'' 

(Unless they are previously settled. 

13. With reference to the present state of affairs in Samoa and the government of 
the country, it is my earnest wish and recommendation that you return to the form 
of government and constitution and the flag which existed before the Steinberger 
government was formed, which constitution was a development of that which existed 
when Commodore Goodenough was here in November, 1^3, and was approved of by 
him when he sainted the Taimna on the occasion of their visit to the Pearl. 

14. And for this purpose I counsel you to proceed with the least possible delay to 
the election of a new government, who will act in harmony with the representatives 
of foreign powers, and to which I shall be able to give my countenance and support. 

15. By this means only, as it appears to me, can the Samoan people be saved from 
the evils which threaten them, and preserve an independent government for their 
country. 

16. It is not the intention or the wish of any civilized nation, so far as I am aware, 
to annex or undertake the protectorate of yonr islands. 

17. The wish of Great Britain certainly is that you shall be able to form a stron g 
independent government, such as exists in Tonga, and conduct affairs, and especially 
the relations with white men, in conformity with the usages and laws of civilized 
nations, and with the aid and approval of their representatives, the consuls. 

18. With reference to the hostages now on board the ^' Sapphire,'' I have been 
obliged very reluctantly to send that vessel away, in order to prevent the scourge of 
the measles being introduced amongst you. She will return here when all danger is 
over, and they will be delivered back to you on the following'conditions, viz : 

That the government then existing shall give a written pledge to Capt. Murray, of 
H. M. S. ** Sapphire " for me, that the persons and property of Malietoa and the five 
chiefs, Lanaki, Ponoi, Leanauae, Tuiatafu, and Mataafa, who sided with him in the 
late trouble, as well as the chiefs of the Yai manga, who received Malietoa from Capt. 
Stevens, shall be protected and kept from any harm being done to them for the way 
in which they acted. 

19. On my aiTival at Fiji, I shall send the '* Sapphire" back with the hostages, and 
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I shall bope to learn by her that tbe necessary pledge has been given and that the 
new government, in conibrmity with the general wish of the people, is working satis- 
factorily. 

(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS, 

Commodore^ commanding H, M, Ships in Attatralia. 

To the Taimua and Faipule and the representatives of all the dififerent states in 
Samoa. 

I hereby certify that the within and foregoing is a tme copy of the original letter of 
Commodore HoskiDs, of H. B. M. ship, Pearl, Apia Harbor. 
Apia, Sept. 20, 1»76. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States ConauL 



[Inolosure 7 in No. 63.— Translatioii.J 

PULETUA LeULUMOEGA SaFOLULAFAI, 

Tuamasaga, etc, ^Ist August, 1876. 

To Williams, ff, B, M, Acting Consul; Mr. S. S. Fostjcr, V, S, Consul; Mr. Weber, Ger- 
Tuan Consul : 

Gentlemen : This is oar letter to yonr excellencies and highnesses of the great na- 
tions, to let yon know the issue of our meeting. 

We seceded from the government at Mulinuu on the Slst of August, 1876. Now we 
are following the advice of commodore ; we are going to have the flag commodore 
advised us to have, and cast aside Steinberger's flag, because the government of Muli- 
nuu has not done what the commodore said, viz, to protect Malietoa and Faipule's 
things. They (the government) have broken this ; they have robbed all these chiefs ; 
and not only 'this, but the bad things they have done to us, Paletoa — but they have 
fined us because we adhere to the commodore, you consuls of the great nations, and 
also the missionaries, who brought light and life to Samoa. 

You know that we are slaves, and that they ill-treat us on account of our adhering 
to the advice of the commodore ; it seems as if that is the origin of the |2;overnment 
of Muli nun's dislike to us. 

Gentlemen, may you understand that we are going to hoist the flag that commodore 
advised us to on the month of September. 

It will be hoisted at Aana. It is well that when that flag will be hoisted to let you 
know, because it is our wish that you consuls of great nations should be present with 
us. 

May you prosper. 
We are the 
(Signed) PULETUA. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing translation is a true copy of the orig- 
inal now in this office. 
Apia, September 20th, 1876. 

S. S. FOSTER, 
United States Consul. 



1^0. 31. 
Mr. Campbell to Mr. Qriffin. 

No. 3.J Department of State, 

Wdshington^ June 23, 1876. 

Sir : Before assaming yonr duties as United States consul at Apia, 
the Department deemed it important that you should be made acquainted 
as far as possible, from the reports received, of the state of afiairs in 
Samoa, and the origin and progress of the late unfortunate difficulties 
in the islands. For this reason you were iustrncted to report in person 
at this Department, and all the correspondence of the Department with 
your predecessor, Mr. Foster, and with Mr. Steinberger, late United 
States special agent, has been exhibited to you. In order that you may 
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carry with yoa fall information of the connection of Mr. A. B. Stein- 
berger with these affairs, I hand jon herewith a copy of the executive 
document No. 161 of the House of Eepresentatives, Forty-fourth Con- 
gress, being a report made by the Department in answer to a resolution 
of the House, and which contains the full text of the correspondenco 
between the Department and Mr. Steinberger up to the date of the 
report. I also hand you a memorandum of dispatches received from 
your predecessor, Mr. Foster, and from Mr. Steinberger since the report 
was made. You will see from these papers that Mr. Steinberger went 
to the islands on two occasions as a special agent of the United States, 
with directions to report upon their resources and the character and 
condition of their inhabitants. He made the required reports, and tend- 
ered his resignation as special agent, which was accepted on the 10th 
of December last. Prior to tendering his resignation, he had accepted 
the office of prime minister of the Samoan government. After he had 
Assumed the duties of prime minister, numerous disputes arose between 
Mr. Steinberger, as representing the Samoan government, and the United 
States and British consuls. The dispatches to the Department in refer- 
ence to these disputes, both from Mr. Steinberger and from Mr. Foster, 
are conflicting and unsatisfactory. It appears, however, that the diffi- 
culties Anally culminated in a request from the King to Mr. Foster to 
remove Mr. Steinberger from the islands. In compliance with this re- 
quest, Mr. Foster arrested Mr. Steinberger, and had him conveyed a 
]>risoner on board Her British Majesty^s steamer Barracouta and trans- 
ported to Levuka, where he was released by the captain of the Barra- 
couta. The Taimua and Faipule of Samoa have petitioned the President 
to have Mr. Steinberger returned to them. 

Mr. Foster also, after a form of trial, sentenced Jonas M. Goe, formerly 
United States commercial agent at Apia, to deportation from the islands 
for interfering in Samoan politics, fomenting ill-feeling against the 
British and American consuls, and embezzlement and perjury while 
United States commercial agent. The sentence was carried out by Cap- 
tain Stevens, of Her British Majesty's steamer Barracouta, who conveyed 
Mr. Goe a prisoner to the Fiji Islands. For this proceeding of Consul 
Foster there was no authority whatever. 

He also, at the request of the London Missionary Society, ordered 
the foreclosure of a mortgage and the sale of the land upon which the 
society held a mortgage. This foreclosure and sale was an illegal and 
unauthorized assumption of power on the part of the consul, and yon 
will BO inform all parties interested, should any inquiries be made of yon 
in regard to it. 

Mr. Foster also ordered the condemnation and sale of the schooner 
Peerless, (claimed by Mr. Steinberger as his property,) for alleged viola- 
tion of the neutrality laws of the United States. His dispatches in re- 
gard to this seizure and sale are meager and unsatisfactory, and it does 
not appear from them what authority he claimed to have for his action. 
You will report fully in regard to this matter. 

Upon assuming your duties you will doubtless be approached and ap- 
pealed to by the partisans of contending factions, representing conflict- 
ing interests on the islands, to use your influence for the benefit of their 
])articular party as against other factions. For your governance in all 
such cases you are instructed that you are to hold yourself aloof from 
all entangling alliances either with any of the different factions on the 
islands or with your colleagues, the representatives of other gov^n- 
ments. 

Your duties as consul are strictly limited by law, the consular xegula- 
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tions, and the iDstractions yoa may from time to time receive from the 
Department, and no authority is granted you to interfere in any way 
with the goverunieutal affairs in Samoa. 

In relation to Mr. Steiuberger, you will inform the Samoan authorities 
and others that he has no official status or connection with this Govern- 
ment ; that having accepted a position as an officer of the government 
of Samoa, his acts in that capacity are not under the cognizance or con- 
trol of the Government of the United States, which declines to accept 
any responsibility for these acts, or for any legitimate and necessary 
consequences resulting therefrom. The course pursued by Mr. Foster 
in deporting him was illegal and unauthorized, and is disapproved by the 
Government. 

In the deportation of Mr. Steinberger and Mr. Coe, and in the gen- 
eral conduct of affairs, Mr. Foster has proved himself to be unfit to be 
intrusted with the duties of his office, and the President has conse- 
quently removed him. 

You will endeavor as far as possible to repair the harm that has been 
done by your predecessor, and will do all in your power to cultivate 
friendly relations with the authorities, assuring th<*m of the interest this 
Government takes in the welfare of their people, and of the earnest desire 
of the President to do all in his power to promote the prosperity of the 
islands. 

I am, &c., 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Third Assistant Secretary. 



No. 32. 
Mr, Griffin to Mr. Fish, 

No. .] Washington, D. C, February 2, 1877. 

Sib : I have the honor to report my arrival in this city, in anticipa- 
tion of your favorable action on the application for leave of absence 
snbmltted in my dispatch of the 24th October, No. 11. I felt obliged 
to adopt this course, in view of the improbability of any other oppor- 
tunity affording means of direct transit to the United States for at 
least six months. 

Arriving at the Samoan Islands on the 28th of last September, I im- 
mediately entered upon the duties of the consulate, and considering 
that a thorough knowledge of the people, their government, laws, and 
customs, would be found of great advantage in the due discharge of 
such duties as devolved on the consul, I lost no time in seeking such 
knowledge from the best sources within my reacb. As no regular books 
or records had been kept by my immediate predecessor, and, from the 
best information I could get, none by those who had precedea Mr. Fos- 
ter as United States consuls, I was unable to obtain much information 
from this source. The strong feelings of friendship for the Government 
and institutions of the United States, which I found to exist among the 
native authorities and people of the islands, afforded facilities for gain- 
ing the information I sought, which I was able to turn to profitable ad- 
vantage. This American feeling I found to be universal, extending 
from the highe&^t officers of the government and the native chiefs to 
the humblest cf the people. Their great national improvement, the 
peace and good order which had then recently prevailed among the 
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people, and the comparative prosperity wbich began to be visible in the 
country, they were nuanimoas, both milers and people, in attributing to 
the wise and just administration of the late American agent, Gol. A. B. 
Steinberger. Having, with a unanimity rarely witnessed in the public 
affairs of a people, voluntarily bestowed upon Golonel Steinberger the 
chief place in their government, subordinate only to their sovereign, he 
appears to have realized, immediately upon his advent into office, every 
ju8t ezi)ectation of the government and people who had intrusted him 
with all but absolute power. He promulgated a new constitution, mod- 
eled as far as was found practicable on the system of the United States, 
providing among other things for an elective chief magistracy, the 
King to be chosen by the votes of all the people every six years. Thia 
constitution was not onl}' accepted by the native government and peo- 
ple of the islands, but met with the immediate approbation of the mis- 
sionaries of different nationalities stationed in the country, and of the 
white inhabitants from foreign countries residing in the islands. He 
was self-denying, earnest, and enthusiastic in his efforts to ameliorate 
the condition of the people, and to raise their government and country 
to the dignity and independence of a well-ordered and independent na- 
tion ; and that these efforts were appreciated, it is only necessary to 
add what is but simple justice to Colonel Steinberger, that he is to-day 
held by the natives, both government and people, in a degree of esteein 
amounting almost to veneration, and is looked upon by them all as the 
wisest and safest ruler and best friend that their country has ever had. 

The Steinberger government bad been acknowledged by all the for- 
eign consuls resident in the islands, and was, as it is said, on the point 
of being recognized by the government of Great Britain, when the diffi- 
culties arose which led to its apparent overthrow, and which, although 
depriving Golonel Steinberger of all apparent power and authority tor 
the present, and compelling him to leave the country, has not succeeded 
in destroying the admirable system of government which he had estab- 
lished, and to which the nati veauthorities and peoplestill adhere with i*elig- 
ions earnestness and tenacity. The troubles which led to Golonel Steinberg- 
er's temporary overthrowaresaidby the peoplethere to have been inspired 
and instigated by British and German commercial interests that have, 
through mercantile houses of these nations respectively, long maintained a 
commercial monopoly there, to the great detriment, as the Samoan people 
allege, and as I am led from observation to believe, of Samoan interests 
and American trade ; and I regret to be obliged to add that the official 
and personal influence of my immediate predecessor at Apia appears to 
have been exerted in co-operation with these foreign commercial designs 
against what the government and people of Samoa unite in alleging 
the best interests of their country, and, as it appears to me, greatly to 
the detriment of the trade and commerce of the United States with 
these islands. I have ventured respectfully to submit these suggestions 
to you in relation to (yolonel Steinberger's proceedings there, knowing 
at the same time that you are already in possession of more full and 
particular information as to the mission of that gentleman and the re- 
sults of his official intercourse with the government of the Samoaa 
Islands. I may add, however, that the name of Gol. A. B. Stein- 
berger, both as a magistrate and as a man, is more popular to-day in 
Samoa than that of any other man, native or foreign, and that he owes 
this distinction to the simple fact that be is there considered not only 
as at one time the representative of the Government of the United States, 
but as the exponent and apostle of the American system of free gov- 
ernment. 
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I append hereto a confidential memorandam, giving more in detail 
the facts and circumstances which have led me to these conclusions. 

During the administration of Colonel Steinberger, a prominent feature 
of his policy was to aid in subserving the expressed wishes of the 
natives in diverting the trade of the islands, especially their exports of 
cobra, which had long been monopolized by a German mercantile firm of 
great local influence, to the United States. The reasons for this policy^ 
^ as the people and the authorities of the islands respectively expressed to 

me, were that the contiguity of the Samoan Islands to the Pacific coast 
of the United States made their i>orts the natural outlet and market for 
the surplus products of the islands; that they were able to make better 
and juster terms with American merchants ; that in addition they could 
obtain from the United States, more conveniently and at more advanta* 
geous prices, all the articles which they are obliged to import for 
home consumption ; and that, moreover, they had not failed to obs^ve 
that under the influence of American commercial intercourse, and the 
friendship and political intimacy of the Government of the United 
States, the Hawaiian Islands had emerged from a rude and semibarba* 
rous condition to a civilized, enterprising, prosperous, and progressive 
'state among the family of nations. 

The export trade of the Samoan Islands now goes almost exclusively 
to Germany, and will continue to take that direction so long as the 
great German commercial house to which I have referred is able to 
maintain the local monopoly which it now enjoys. This monopoly is 
sustained by the active influence of the German government, the Ger- 
^ man consul at Apia being himself a member of the firm. By revenue- 

farming and other devices, this firm succeeds in getting the larger part 
of the cobra under their control, before it is prepared, and the natives 
are brought more or less under their power by advances of money, or 
more frequently merchandise at the most extravagant prices. They 
fix the price of this and other products by an arbitrary standard of their 
own, having little local competition ; and no American firm, whatever 
may be its capital or means of business, can venture upon a competi- 
tion with the house in question, unless assured of ihe necessary pro- 
tection of their own Government, or unless the still better course 
should be deemed advisable, namely, of admitting the Samoan govern- 
ment to such relations with the United States, either by treaty or other- 
wise, as would insure their independence of foreign control, and enable 
them to deal freely with merchants of San Francisco and other ports^ 
who are most anxious to open trade with the islands. Cobra is worth 
between four and five cents per pound in San Francisco, though the poor 
natives seldom realize more than one cent per pound, and the import- 
ance of the trade in this article may at once be conceived, when it is 
known that the shipments to Germany by the house of Godeffroy & Son 
exceed in value the sum of five million dollars annually. 

In addition to this trade in cobra, no inconsiderable quantity of tha 
very best sea island cotton is produced in these islands. Coffee of 
the best and finest quality, I think, in the world is successfully grown, 
and indigo is indigenous to the soil. In addition to these articles, I 
would mention that the timber found on the islands is adapted for all 
kinds of building purposes, and exists in great abundance. The trade 
of the islands fully developed, under the influence of free and fair com- 
^ petition, would soon result in rendering the people of the islands com- 
fortable and comparatively independent, and, as I cannot help believ- 
ing, would ultimately prove of great commercial advantage to the 
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United States, if prosecuted ander such conditions as would allow and 
secure free scope to American enterprise. 

The commission signed by all the officers of state, and under the great 
seal, which I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration, 
together with an English translation, was handed me on the morning 
of the 12th of November, these officers coming to my house in a body 
at 2 o'clock a. m., after a protracted session of nearly two days and 
nights. 

1 at once apprised them that however flattering their confidence 
thus manifested to me might be, and as much as I really desired to be 
of service to the government and people of Samoa, being an officer of 
the United States I could nol accept a commission from a foreign gov- 
ernment. Their disappointment in hearing the conclusion thus ex- 
pressed by me, appeared to be unaffected and sincere ; nor did they 
attempt to conceal their despair of being emancipated from the politi- 
cal and commercial thralldom in which their country is held, except by 
being placed in relations of amity and international friendship with the 
Government of the United States. Knowing as they did that I was 
about to return to the United States, they desired that I should, at 
least, bring the whole matter to the attention of my Government, and 
at their earnest solicitation I consented to do for them thus much ; and 
at the same time I determined to put the Department of State in the 
possession of such facts in relation to the government and people of the 
Bamoan Islands, as I had been able to collect from personal observa- 
tion and from my official intercourse with the native authorities. 

It is in pursuance of such promise on my part that the papers are 
now submitted for your consideration and for such action as in your 
wisdom and judgment the subject may appear to demiud. 

1 would be doing injustice to the government and people of these 
islands did I omit to state the favorable impression that a close obser- 
vation of their character and manners produced on my own mind. They 
are generous and forbearing, and for people of a tropical climate, indas- 
trious in their ha^^its. They evince no thirst for power, but they ear- 
nestly desire to secure such an independence as will enable them to man- 
age in their own way their local or domestic affairs. They have been 
sorely oppressed by foreign influence in their commercial affairs, and 
they look as their only relief to such a connection with the United 
States, either by treaty, commercial convention, or such other means as 
may suggest themselves to the wisdom of this Government. Their 
ideas of public faith are such as in my opinion or judgment would do 
credit to nations of greater pretensions, and I do not hesitate to express 
my unqualified conviction that any engagement these people may be 
permitted to enter into with the United States, whether political or 
commercial, will be faithfully and religiously observed on the part of 
the government of the Samoan Islands. 

It is in view of this knowledge ot the character and wants of this in- 
teresting people, acquired by careful observation, that I venture to 
commend their cause respectfully but most earnestly to your favorable 
consideration. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. GEIFFIN, 
United States Consul. 



I 

i 
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[Translation.) 

We, the Taimna and Faipnle, the authorities of Samoa, do appoint Mr. G. W. Griffin, 
the United States oonsnl at Samoa, onr ambassador, and dnly authorize him to make 
known our wishes to the Government of the United States of America. To him is ab- 
solute power delegated to act for us, and no one shall contradict him or interfere with 
him. 

In witness whereof we haye hereunto set our handis and annexed the seal of the 
Taimna and Faipnle, at Mulinnu, island of UpolU; this the 12th day of November, eight- 
een hundred and seventy-six. 

X Tuisalega. 
X Ape. 
X Fiame. 
X Tupai. 
X Amoa. 
X Alapa. 
X Leaeno. 
X Mnlipola. 
X SaisAofai. 
X Tuatagaloa. 



X Samoa. 


X Tula. 


X Mataafa, 


X Lentele. 


X Tia. ^ 


X Asiata. 


X Aufai. 


X Mataia. 


X Lavea. 


X Tananun. 


X Lemana. 


X Tufoga. 


X Letnfuga. 


X Leapai. 


X Leiato. 


X Loto. 


X Tagaloa. 


X Mamea. 


X Letoli. 


X Alono. 


X Fuataga. 





By order of the Taimna and Faipnle. 



M. K. LE MAMEA, 
Secretary of the Govet^nment of Samoa, 
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